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THE Rev. William M'Ewkx, the worthy 
author of the following Essays, was descemled from 
pious and respectable parents in the town of Perth, 
who spared neither pains nor exj>ence to give him a 
Inily christian and liberal education. To this they 
were greatly encouraged by the early attacjimeut 
which he himself shewed, both to piety and learn- 
ing. 

His constitution of body was rather delicate and 
weakly; though in common hew^as tolerably healthy; 
"but his intellectual powers were sound and strong. — 
He had a penetriting and comprehensive mind ; a 
fine f>ercef)tion ; and an elegant taste. These happy 
talents were attended with solidity of judgment, and a 
sense of the truly beautiful and sublime, peculiar to 
himself ; and still farther heightened, by an imagina- 
tion and invention equally lively, and a memory un- 
commonly capacious and retentive. 

To cultivate and improve these admirable natu- 
ral endowments, he employed the most assiduous 
Ciire, and unwearied industry. By his diligent ^study 
of the Romin and Greek classics ; of logic and philo- 
sodIiv ; of the best English poets and historians : and, 
ahore all, the scriptures of truth, in their originals, 
with the most judicious and evangelical books of our 
own an<l foreign divines; he collected a large stock 
of the best ideas, and enriched his mind with ^ wjjs^jj^- 
iy of select knowledge, and auvVaVAe V\V«t^Vva^. 



Ijis studies in divinity were assisted for si 
years Uy the advice of* the lale .celebrated Mr. E;m 
Z'M' Ei'sianeoi Btirlins;; tind finished under the tui 
oJ" the Rev. James Fisher of Glasgow. 

i]e ivas in 1753 licensed to preach the gospe 
the associate preslfjtery of Dunfermline ; and, in 
b^'zinninc: of the year KM, he was ordained, hy 
mane presftytery, minister of the associate congr 
tloii in the town of Dundee. 

Having, in a solemn and public manner, den 
hlniAeir to the more immediate service of the l>le 
Je:»us, in the ministnition of his gospel, and had 
chaise of a particular flock committed to him ; be 
earnestly desirous to have them grounded in the | 
ci;>Ics, and actuated hy the true spirit of Christ's 
pel. Eutirely satisfied, that the scriptural plan o 
demption, hy the blood of Christ, is divinely call 
led to <lraw men's atfections from iniquity, and at 
*them to the blessed God ; to sweeten their tern) 
and tiprm them to true happiness ; it was his dail^ 
. deavor, by the most easy and engaging methods c 
Struct ion, to (ill their minds with the kaowletlg 
these heavenly doctrines. He longed particuiarl; 
have a lively sense of God Almighty's goodness, 
nifested in freely offering pardon and peace to re 
lous sinners in the gospel, impressed on their so 
because, fVom this source, and the influences oi 
truictifying Spirit, he was persuaded, that all the n 
qndilles, the amiable graces, and the important du 
ivhlch constitute the dignity or the happiness o1 
nntiire, could only be derivecl. 

Far from addressing his hearers in that fla 
ins: ami danc^erous strain, which supposes the \)0' 
oi'the human mind to be as peri'ect as ever; or bu 
tialed in a small degree ; or, that the soul of mf 
po<>se$sed of such principles of virtue, as need onl 
be roused into action ; he was solicitously conce 
to hdve them thoroughly c(>nvinced, that they ^ 
ignorant, g'dlty? imi^otpnt creatures. That from i 
coavictions they might perceive their iadisjiiens 



seed of a Savior; of a* Savior in all his mediaforlal 
oOlces ; a8 a pro|)het to inatPUQt them, and, hy his 
word and spirit, make tbem wise unto salvation ; as a 
priest to make an atonement and expiation (or their 
sins, and make their persons acceptable to that awl'ul 
Majesty, who dwelletb in light inacce8S«l^le f us a 
king to subdue their iniquities, to write bis laws in 
their hearts, make them partakers of a divine nature, 
and enable them to deny wmcodlmcss and worldly lusts^ 
andto live soberly, rigiUcously <md godly in this present 
nwW, Tit. ii,12. 

In fine, the |K)int he cbeifly labored, was, to be* 
get in his people's minds a deep, and abiding sense, 
tfaHt God was their chief good; their only suffieieiit 
liap|)ineBs and [K>rtion : that the blessed Jesus was the 
foundation' of their pardon, acceptance, and salvation : 
that all their dependence, for acquiring the beauties of 
holiness, and tasting the consolations and pleasure^of 
a religious life, was to be placed in the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter; whose ofUce is t,o talcc the thinfrs of 
Christ, and shew them to sinful men, John xvi. 14; and 
to triM them io know things thai are freely given to tJum 
of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. 

Our author's talent of preaching was much ad- 
mired. The propositions he insisted on were lew ; 
but always of very weighty and edifying import, and 
naturally resulting from the passage of sacred writ un- 
der immediate consideration. His explanations were 
clear and accurate ; his proofs plain und decisive ; bis 
illustrations beautiful and entertaining ; bis applica- 
tions close and searching. All the heads of the dis- 
course remarkably distinct, yet connected in such re- 
gular order, and in such pleasing succession, as gave 
his instructions the greatest advantage : and every 
part contributed to the strength and beauty of the 
whole. , 

And indeed such was the depth of bis thoughts; 
Bucb the propriety oi his worils ; and such the vt.riety, 
force and fire of liis style ; ko rem* rkable was tbf just- 
1IC8S and solidity of bis reasoning, and so judicious the 



oliaBge of his method; that notwithstniidinfr he ini^r 
rialily pursued the same end ; yet procec-ditij^ \\y ciif- 
fereiit |iathti, and Tarying his addrfBts according as he 
meant to alarm, to convince, or comlbri ; he was so 
far I'rom growing tediouH, that he never failed to please 
as well as to improve his audience. 

in imitation of the great apostle of the Gentiles, 
that most amiahle and aGComplished preacher, he wa0 
{leculiarly careful to cultivate a spirit of zeal and de- 
TOtion in all his discourses. Accordingly, he was t'ei^ 
Tent in spirit, as well as cogent in argument. When 
he argued, convictioif flashed; when he exhorted, pa- 
tlios glowed. And by distributing to each of his au- 
dience a portion suitable to their several states, he eii» 
deavored rightly to divide the word of truth. 

The same zeal and fervor which influenced and 
animated his public addresses from the pulf'it, appear- 
ed also in the discharge of the much neglected duties 
of catechising; teaching from house to house; ami 
visiting the sicic ; as well as in the administration of 
the holy sacraments. 

In the most unaffected devotion townnls God, 
and in a diifusive love to all men ; in mmlesty, hu- 
mility, and candor; in a gravity of deportment, tem- 
pered with becoming cheerfulness; in purity of man- 
ners, and integrity of comhu't, Mr. M*Ewen was a 
pattern to all around him. His hearers had abundnnt 
reason aiforded them to believe that he lived above 
this sordid world, even while he was in it : that he 
was no lover of filthy lucre; no hunter of carnal pleas- 
ures ;. but that his hoi>es, and all his views o!' h:ip;»i- 
iies!4, were hid with Christ in (jod : that lie directed 
all his aims to the giory of God ; and considered the 
honor of Jesus Christ as the final cause of his exist- 
ence; that he carried on no base and sinister design ; 
that he had no separate interest from the glory of his 
divine master, and the welfare of his >*eo;.'le; but that 
the whole desire and delight of his souL was tp set (or- 
wan! their s-dvatioii; thnt by tbe!r bein«r ruad- n^' ' ta 
be partakers ef the inheritance of the mints m U^ht^ his 



exaltcil Lord might see of the travail of his soul, and be 
salisfictL 

On the 29th of December 1761, he came from 
Dundee to Edinburgh; and, on SatHmth Tollowiiig, 
preached (his last sermon) in Bristo meeting, from 
Isa. Ixiii. 4. For the day of vengeance is in mine hearty 
end the year of my redeemed is come. — On the Monday 
evening, he was marrie<l at Dalkeith, to the oldest 
daughter of Mr. John Wardlaw, late merchant o; the 
same place. In this important period of his life, when 
ft Yurielj of temporary f)rospects ingross the attention 
of the most part of mankind, it was obseri'ed, that, in 
his social intercourses with his friends, he discovered 
a strong inclination to ti^c the conversation to that 
awful, yet delightful subject, the eternal world, into 
which all must soon enter. Like one established in 
the faith, he seemed daily to he looking fcr^ and hasten' 
. tnvfo the comlni; cfthc Lord Jesus. 

On Wediiesd.iy afleniooii, attended by his friends, 
he went to Ijeith, in Iiis way home to Dundee ; und 
tbat same night he was suddenly taken il!, owing as* is 
■opposed, to the cold and wet he had suHercd in his 
Grossing the Fri'ih the preceding week. His disorder 
Wan issued in a viofent fever, which rendered him un- 
it for any conve'-sation, and on Wednesday night, the 
13lh of Janup.ry 1762, put an end to all his lal.ors, in 
the 28th year of his ajre, am! 7lh of his ministry. Cut 
. down in the prime of life, ami public useCuhiess, his 
death was universally lamented as a severe and afllic- 
tiag loss to his friends, his congregation, and the 
cborch of God. His body was interred in the church 
yud of Dalkeith. 

In Decem'ier 1 758, he published a sermon deli- 
tered at the ordination of the Rev. Alexander hiclr, 
la Aberrleen, entitled, The threat matt r and rnd vf os- 
pdpreachinsc* fiom 2 Coi. iv, 5. This discourse was 
wprinledin 1701, and has been much estef^nied by (he 
best judpes, on account of the cU^ar evancielical strain 
of doctrine, togelher with the nervous nr\{\ pathetic 
■Mnner of addre<4s, whirh runs h onirh the whole of 
It.— It has now undergoae dve uu^itvife^vvivxii. 



10 

4 

In 1769, his meditations on the types and figures 
•fthe Old Testament were |>ubliHked in* a neat vo« 

lunie l^Tino. The favorable reception which this 

piece met with from the public, shews, in a much 
stronger light, the distinguishing excellency of it, than 
any thing else that could be advanced. Five editions 
oftJiis work having been already sold, and the demand 
for it still continues. 

With regard to the following sheets, they con^ 
lain the substance of what the author originally com- 
posed and delivered in the pulpit, in the form of serw 
moos. liis heart, his time, bis study, were entirely 
dlevote<l to the duties of his profession. To contract 
the force and spirit of a subject into a small compass, 
and to exhibit it to the mind in one clear and easy 
▼icw, was a study he was remarkably fond of. And 
though he prepared hid discourses for the pulpit with 
great diligence and accuracy, he frequently employed 
a leisure moment in digesting them, alter they had 
been preached, into the form of little Essays. 

From his coliection of manuircri|tt'9 in this kind, 
the following Essays were selecled. Each of thpm 
was coinmiiNd to paper at one sitting, without i\iij 
design of puMisliing them ; and none of them appear 
to have been written over a?uin, or revised hy the 
author. It should not then I-e thought strann:e, if, in 
some thin^cs they v.iil notficara crilical examcn with 
re£;c;rd to the minulix of graceful compOBition. IVIore 
important matteri« engaged J^Ir. M'Uv. en's attention; 
nor was fame, as a writer, by any means his aim. 

Hut it i^ hoped the reader, who peruses them with 
the humtde child like spirit of a christian, and Eeeks 
religious advr.nlaa:^ in all he reads, will not lose his 
labor. He will find a just and lively representuti^pQ 
of true chrisii'Uiiiy, in a variety of its most important 
articles, and (iistinsrifi^hing peculiarities, enlorced i>y 
a vci'y warm and pathetic mode of expreeeion, happiij'' 
coii<iiiri»i2 at once to enlighten the understanding and 
periii-.de :ljr he?<rt. A,»parent rei'etitions will d(-ubt- 
le^fs sometimes occur : but this will be chiefly in those 



SELECT ESSAYS, &c. 



ON THE GREAT EVIL OF SIN. 

O SIN, thou only evil in which there 
1> no good, thou superfluity of naughtiness, thou quiu- 
icnence of what is odious and execrable, whose nature 
b entirely opposite to that of God, and the reverse of 
Ml holy law, who claimest the devil for thy sire, while 
^th, and hell, and misery, confess thee for their only 
P^Knt I how hast thou troubled all the creation ! up- 
^ what creatures hast thou not transmitted thy bale- 
Uhlaence! 

Ye angels of darkness, once the ani^els of light, 
*W ire ye fallen ! how changed ! how is your fine 
9H become dim ! what plucked you from your 'starry 
■Uriona, where you did walk with God, high in sal- 
V*tioB, in the climes of bliss ! you were the angels 
Grinned ; therefore you could not keep your first 
W hippy state, but were driven out from God, flung 
hm eternal splendors to everlasting horrors. '' The 
^nmnis fallen from your head ; wo unto us, for you 
ktrednncd.** 

Yt eons of men, once were you blessed with inno- 
CCBce and |»6ace, in the morning of yoi^ existence, 
when oar grand parents first lifted to the heavens their 
wooderittg eyes, and reposed themselves in the blisa- 
U bowers of paradise, that happy giyCAtk) \\»xA.^^>x 
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the Lord, and fitted out for their feeeption. The un- 
derstanding was bright as the light. The will, all' 
pure and holy, reigned queen of the affections, and 
swayed them with a golden sceptre. The memory 
was faithful to his trust, being replenished only with' 
good things. And, O how peaceful was the conscience! 
how serene ! nothing unholy was hatched in his heart, 
or uttered by the lips, or manifested by the actions.— 
Disease had not invaded our body ; death would not 
have dissolved our frame. We should have been stran- 
'gers to the miseries of life, and to the dreary mansions ' 
of the grave. But sin, that cursed monster, sin hath . 
quenched our intellectual light ; hath inthralled the , 
will to vile unruly passions ; hath vitiated the memo- 
ry, tenacious now of evil ; hath banished true pea)ce 
from the conscience. Some arc harrassed with dire- 
ful apprehensions, and consumed away with fearfol 
terrors. What multitudes are stretched on the bed of ' 
paiii ! it was sin which bade the head ache, fevers to* ^ 
revel through our veins, convulsions shake the human * i 
.frames, and agues agitate our bodies. • ' '-^ 

See there, in that house of mourning,. the pale and ^ 
ghastly corpse extended on the bed. Descend into the 1 
silent grave, and view the putrifying flesh, and the ' 
mouldering bones. Ah ! where are we I to what are ' 
we- reduced ? Is this that heaven-labored form, which' * 
wore the divine resemblance ? Yes, yes ; " sin enter* '^ 
ed into the world, and death by sin ; and so death pas- '" 
scd upon all men, for that all have sinned." 

But can we venture lower still in our meditationsy 
into those dismal regions, where God's mercies are* 
clean gone, and where he will be favorable no more ?- '^ 
Hear how they shriek and roar ; see how they toss in \ 
the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone ! — ^Un- ' 
happy beings, what brought you to that place of tor- 
ment ? " We are filled with the fruit of our own wayer, • 
and iare reaping the wages of sin." Yes ; it was sia 
which laid the foundation-stone of your prison, aud 
filled it wil;h these ine^austed treasures of wrath and \ 
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Not in the rational creation only we discern (he 
faial evils of this accarsed Ihing. " The whole crea- 
tion groaneth and travelleth in pain together until 
now." Once it died of a dropsy of waters,' in the days 
of Noah ; and shortly will expire in a fever of flames, 
when " the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat." Even 
now the hoabandman, conscious of the sickliness of 
nature, acts like physician to the earth. Sometimes 
he opens her veins with the plough, and covers with 
soil, as with a strengthening plaster ; sometimes lays 
her asleep, by suffering her to lie fallow for a time. — 
Without these necessary precautions, she would re- 
fuse to yield her increase, and cleanness of teeth would 
be in all our borders. 

Is it a sinall thing for sin thus to affect the whole 
creation ? The garden of Gethsemane knows, and Gal* 
vary can tell, how sin hath affected even the great 
Creator. Bread of life, why wast thou hungry ? Foun- 
tain of life, why wast thou thirsty ? Why wast thou a 
man of sorrows, O thou Consolation of Israel ? Thoit 
glory of the human race, wherefore wast thou a re- 
proach of men, and despised of the people ? Thy vi- 
sage was more marred than any iTian, and thy form 
than the sons of men. Sin nailed thee to the cross f 
sin stabbed thee to the heart ; sin, like a thick impen- 
etrable cloud, eclipsed thy Father's countenance to 
thy disconsolate soul ; sin laid thee in a grave, O 
thou resurrection and the life 1 

Who would have believed, that the enemy would 
have entered within the gates of the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, pulled angels from their thrones, and brought e- 
ven God himself from his high habitation, from excel- 
lent glory, from ineffable joys, to poverty and reproach, 
to sorrow and tribulation, and to the most inglorious 
death ! 

O heavy burden ! under whose weight suoh mul- 
titudes of creatures groan, which made the "mighty 
God, clothed with our flesh, to swe^l ^xe,^\. ^^^^^'^ ^^ 
bloody though sinners walk UgYiWy o\i >a^xifc^^ ^^ 



16 

liiighty load. % dreftdful plague t formidable sick- 
iaess ! not to be chased away by a lesa costly medt 
cine than the most precioas blood of Chriat, by whoia 
atripes we are healed. O deadly poiaon ! eyen whai 
presented in a golden cup, and sweet unto the ta^ 
it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an addivi 
and never fails to prove bitterness in the latter end^ 
Nor can it be expelled by any other way than liftlflg 
up the Son of man, as Moses lifted up the serpent ia 
the wilderness. O mighty debt,- whose paynMoli 
could impoverish him, whose is the silver and tlic goldf 
who, " though he was riehr yet for our sakes beeaiat 
poor, that we through his poverty might be nadt 
rich !" O ugly stain 1 O inveterate pollution !■ not to 
be washed away by all the rivers that run into the sea. 
In vain we take unto us nitre and much soap ; ia vaia 
we use our most vigorous endeavors to purge awajr mt 
blot. Sooner might the Ethiopian change hia aUBi 
and the leopard his spots. The only Fuller Uiat im^ 
qual to this mighty work, is he who puiges the eoa* 
science from dead works, to serve the living Qod^— 
The blood of the Lamb is the only purgatory tfesl 
makes you whiter than the snow.. ^ 

When, O when, shall I hate thee with a partM 
hatred, thou worse than death ? When shall 1 be alsai 
of thee alone, and be ashamed of thee alone ? O tUr 
exceeding sinful ! When shall I be delivered foo 
thy abhorred dominion ? O when shall thy deatructk 
have a perpetual end ? 



Ou man's extreme misery by em* 

WHO can refrain from tears, whose eye o' 
HOii hath snatched but a cursory glance of man^ 
numerous woes ? Who but he whose heart is mf 
stone, and is lost \o every impression of benevob 
As the dancing spark flies upward, so man is bo 
to trouble. Uuhajipy creatures, that kept n»t 
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prfanetaf state t Pull early you revolted from your 
Creator Ood, in whose smile alone your happiness 
might dwell. The sparkling crown of innocence ia 
fhHen from your head. Hence all these fata] erils of 
your face. Ah me ! what ghastly spectres are these ^ 
8ecr mdon-struck madness replenishing the melancholy 
ft^ani, and torturing despair, a terror to herself, and 
an around her. See there oppression with iron hands, 
nd heart of steel ; poverty with her hollow eyes, her 
iatteied ganneifts, and sordid habitation ; and all the 
ftorilly oT pain, who tear the pillow from beneath their 
lend, Widle sleep affrighted flies from our eye-lidd. — 
BiMll I mention in the next place, drudgery with her 
gifetou0 looks, toiling at the oar, or stooping under 
'tttolK*den? Alas! with what laborious efforts do 
MHttlB spend their vitals, to gain a wretched suste- 
"iMMsa for themselves and their tender offspring, to be 
'iMbttded frefti the gnawings of hunger, and the power 
-^•TeMIIingcold? 

' -"- What creatures are not armed against thee, O 

''MM^^ltfO ali espouse their Maker's quarrel ? There 

flUB^ whom the angels of darkness harass with dreadful 

' ;AlM|^tlonB, and still more dreadful possessions. — The 

•^'MMls of light loathe and detest such polluted beings, 

iHMn ft^eqoently have been the executioners of direful 

'** U togu mce. I might relate the numerous ills to which 

-^ fM'-iila exposed from the inhabitants of the air, the 

heasts of the earth, and even the fishes of the sea. — 

Hoir hateful to men the holiest race of scaly serpents, 

Masing adders, ravenous lions, prowling wolves, hi- 

deoiu and weeping crockadiles ? And even the puny 

lace of locusts and caterpillars have scourged guilty 

■alioas for their crimes. 

How frequently have fire and water, these ser- 
' TleeMe elements, made horrid insurrections, disas- 
to the human race ? Populous cities, with g ilde 
and lofty temples, have smoked fiery ruins ; 
In old time, the dwellings of sinful men were 

^ jw sy t away by a watery inundation. 1^ vwnv Wvh 

tHuivkioff wretches betook thcoiselv^^ tot ^^^^V5 ^^ ^^^ 

fi2 
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lafly battlementfl of housee, the iop9 of Iiighest tMM». 
or even the summits of the aerial mountains. Heav- 
how the earth groans under the burden of thy tAnal* 
Here she spreads a barren wilderness, and idle desert.; 
there lifts a frightful ridge of rocks, whence in many 
places we look down with giddy horror. In some ■ 
countries she belches fire and smoke from dreadful 
volcanoes, tremendous indeed to jail who hear, but^- 
much more terrible to those who live in the neighbo- 
ring city, or in the villages of the circumjacent plain. 
Be it so that these awful phenomena of nature, and 
others of like threatening aspect, bespeak not this oar 
globe to be the habitation of an accursed race ; what 
shall we say to useless choking weeds, and poisonoui 
plants, of which she is a willing parent, whilst she 
refuses to produce the foodful grain, unless when 
much caressed and importuned ? How frequently she 
disappoints our fond hopes, and baulks our expecta- *< 
lions ! 

When she refuses to yield her increase, then it 10 • 
we have cleanness of teeth* in all our borders, while - 
pale famine walks abroad with her evil arrows. The-i 
atafif of bread is broken, and feeble man totters, and. 
falls, and dies. — At other times she expands her jaws, 
and swallows up alive vast multitudes of rational be- - 
ings. Earthquake ! men tremble when thou art but 
uamed I Who can think of thee without horror ? O 
what dire consternation in that dreadful moment !•— 
Whither, ah ! whither cap we fly from the doleful ca- 
lamity ? Avert it, heaven. Execute not thy threaten- 
ed vengeance upon these guilty lands, and our proud 
metropolis.. If thou hast a mind to puuish us, O visit 
with some milder rod, some gentler minister of 

. wrath. 

' Not the earth alone, on which we (read, but the 
air in which we live, aud move» and have our being, 
proves dreadfut to our wretched race. Sometimea she 
BumraoDs her stormy winds, her roaring tempests, and • 
bids them shake the walls of stone, aud dash the wall- 

J^iii/i vegeel 9n the rock. Ysln Is the help of tough r 
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cables and tenacious anchors. The inighty waters at 
onceieceiye the valuable cargo, and the despairing 
naarJners. Hotv often is she infected with the wide- 
wasting pestilence ? Then death's shafts Qy thick, and 
the hungry grave rejoices at the uncommon fare. — 
Tets ugly monster ! s^e never sa3rs, it is enough. — 
Bat, with no greater calamity can you be visited, ye 
soto of men, than those which claim your own spe- 
cies for their original. Fell are the monsters of the 
I^Uan deserts ! but not to be compared with the ab- 
hoiTed productions of the human heart. Hence match- 
less kiUiag envy, filthy slander ; hence persecution 
with tortoring engines, war with her odious din, and 
Usody gannents. How can- you have peace among 
TQSSselres, when warring with your God 2 

Nor ^1 there any period of life wherein we are 
tWHtud - from wo. Not even the smiling infant is 
wettsdsgslost the most fatal disasters. The miseries 
of (hfldhMid are apparent. Affliction spares not tue 
Mianiiini, youth, nor reverences the venerable old man. 
BiSfrsge itself, what is it ? An Incurable distemper, 
ihnifB terminating in death. See how the couiiie- 
swe Is shrivel^ up with wrinkles, the shoulders 
tHa&ff the hands tremble> the strong men bow them- 
■imsy and they that look out of the windows are 
duhMwdt 

Ndther can any station or condition rescue from 

tkns ineumbent miseries. The rich, the honorable, 

isd tfcsj who swim in tides of pleasure, can bear wit- 

BMb Why else would Ahab sicken for Naboth's 

▼inayaid, and Haman lay so sore to heart the refrac- 

totyheliBvior of Mordecai ? If treasured riches, if sen* 

aisl dsiU^hts, added even to knowledge and wisdom, 

coidd satisfy the Heart, then might thou, Solomon, en- 

Jojed m heaven upon earth, nor complained of vanity 

.•nd vexation, nor that he Mho encreaseth knowledge, 

caoeasetii sorrow. Alas ! even our greatest comforts 

prase^killing ; and far from issuing iu contentment, 

we iHB eoinplain even in laree abundance of wocldW 

UighteL 
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What shall we say then to these things ? £ 
wretched mortals abandon themselyes to sullen 
row, and hopeless desperation ? Shall the world 
turned into a Bochim ? Is it a place where his i 
eies are clean gone, and where he will be favorabl 
more ? Are there not many footsteps of the diFin< 
nignity, even in this our earthly mansion ? Doub' 
there are ; for he hath not left himself without a 
ness, that goodness is essential to his nature ; he 
the earth teem with plenty, and the clouds drop ^ 
vegetable fatness. There are pleasures of sight 
smell, of taste, peculiar to the various seasons ol 
reyolving year. Many creatures are yet subserv 
■fo our interest, and all the elements are made to 
tribute for our welfare. Far be it from high-fay 
men, to despise the riches of the Almighty's goodi 
But, O ye eyerliasting joys, which the glorious go 
reveals ! what thoughtful being would not be ms 
tented with such a world as this, without the con< 
ration of you ? The distant prospect of life and 
mortality is able, an(!f that alone, to reconcile the li 
to the visible economy of God. Even great and 
affliction is deemed but light and vain, because it 1 
but for a moment. Eternity apart, the miserie 
life would swallow up the joys. But now even tl 
devourers are buried in the capacious womb of vas 
ternity. 

Blessed be thy condescension, O patient So 
God, who disdained not to taste the bitter cup of g 
grief not thy own, but ours. And blessed be that 
dom to whose glorious contrivance we are inde 
for the cup of consolation presented in the got 
which we may drink, and remember our misery 
more. — By various ways the sons of men hath t 
to extricate themselves from the lamented consequ 
of tlieir fall. Games and recreations, arts and 
ences, y-ea, many false religions have been invei 
for this end. Miserable comforters are they all !' CI 
Canity, it is thine alone to cHl»e owx ^Voc»tol ^IWv^^ 
and wipe SLwaj our iears \ yCts^a, \i^ >\il^^ ^^ « 
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reeled to dart our thoughts bejond this transitOrf 
world, this inconsiderable speck of time, unto the eter- 
nal scene, which shall commence when the last trum- 
pet shall be sounded ; we no more repine at the ap-' 
pearance of wo, nor think " our light affliction worthy 
to be compared with that glory that is to be rerealed ; 
while we look not at the things that are seen ; for the 
things that are seen are temporal, but the things that 
are not seen are eternal.'^ 



On the ineviiahle misery of the wicked, 

BUT there shall be no reward to the evil man. — 
No reward, did I say ? Nay, if God be just, then " he 
will render indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guish, to every soul of man that doth evil, without re- 
spect of persons.'' To him belongeth vengeance.^— 
Though patience may delay, though clemency may 
mitigate, though mercy, grae^,, and wisdom, may trans- 
fer the punishment to the person of a Surety ; yet 
still his wrath must be revealed against all unrigh- 
teousness and ungodliness of men. 

Doth not even nature herself teach us^ that sin 
and punishment are most inviolably connected ? .For, 
even barbarians could infer, when they saw a viper 
fasten upon the hand of a person whom they knew not, 
after he had escaped a dismal shipwreck ; '' Certainly 
this man was a murderer ; for vengeance sufiereth him 
not to live." How often are the wicked consumed with 
fearful terrors, when they can be under no apprehen- 
sion of punbhment from men ? For they know that 
it is " the judgment of God, that they who do such 
things are worthy of death." Whence axe we struck 
with trembling at aay uncommon appearances of na- 
ture ? If a storm of thunder and lightning torments 
the air ? If the sun labors in an eclipse ? If . a gla- 
ring comet waves his banner over the nations ?— 
Whence the terror of ap|^tioii!& ^ ^Xj^KftR^ "^br Vjs^- 
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hodingB of misery after death ? Whence the preraiT- 
ing opinion, even ain<mg the aneient Jews, that death 
was US be the consequence of an extraordinary ap- 
pearance of the Deity ? Is it not because we are ia« 
solvent debtors that we dread the face of our injured 
Creditor ? Is it not because we are traiterous rebels 
ve abhor the presence of our offended sovereign ?—• 
Therefore^ with Adam, we hide ourselves from the 
presence of the Lord. And with the widow of Zare-^ 
phath, we are' ready to think, that whatever is more 
than common, is a messenger of the Liord of hosts t* 
slay us, and bring our sin to remembrance. 

Oft times the guilty conscience will create unto 
itself imaginary horrors, and sinners are in great fears, 
where no fear is, while they are apt to say, with Cain, 
Mffcry one that meeUth m^, mill stay me. What natioiui' 
under heaven have not attested the truth of this, while 
tliey liave appeased their gods with bloody expiatory' 
sacrifices ? And (horrid to relate !) their altars have 
reeked even with human gore : the fruit of the body 
has been given for the sin of the soul ! Whether the 
dreadful custom may be derived from the mangled tra- 
dition of Abraham offering up Isaac ; or, whether onr 
adversary the devil would, by stirring them up to 
such abominations, insult over the guilt of their con- 
sciences, and blindness of their hearts, by aping the 
sacrifice of Christ, hereby intending to discredit the 
glorious method of salvation : one thing is certain, - 
that mankind, degenerate as they were, did really 
judge, that an expiation was necessary to be made» 
and that he nrUl hy no means clear the sruiUy, 

And however much their foolish heart was das- 
kened, as to the manner of propitiating the Deity, yet 
certainly the necesr^ity of it i^ one of the dictates of 
nature. For, could we supfiose, that a smoing crea- 
ture should escape the righteous jud^rment of God, 
and feel no effects of his displeasu.^e ; how could it ap- 
pear thnt he were a God of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity? Would there not be too much renson to 
say, ^ every one that doth evil is good la the si^ht of 
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Qie Lordr and he delighteth in them, and whcr§ is the 
Ood of judgmeat ?" How could his lordship and do^ 
minion over the world be maintained, should he for^ 
bear to punish the violators of his law ? Is it impos- 
»ible he can be divested of his sovereign rule, or that 
his creatares can throw off all mortal dependence up* 
on him that made them ? So it is impossible but the 
order of punishment must succeed, wheu the order of 
obedience is disturbed : and they who burst the bands 
of. the law, must of necessity be bound in the chords 
of affliction. Consider t/u>, and be afraid^ yc that for- 
gel Qoit While a method is not fallen ujK>n to ap* 
pease incensed justice, and separate sin from your 
swls; if God be the righteous judge of all the earth ; 
if Qbd be the Lord of the creatures ; if God be bles- 
sed (Ol tremble to think it !) you must be miserable, 
Aa-tit firo devours the chaff, as the flame consumea 
theiUibhle; so must you perish at his presence. 

. Bnt Jet us hearken to the sacred oracles on this 
intcBrafing subject. *' Search ye out of the book of 
the, Ifdxdf and see that every disobedience receives a 
JMincompence of reward." The flumes of Sodom, 
the watoTB of Noah, the torments of hell, the suffer- 
iapof Christ, bear witness unto this. O sin, thou 
hvtUii^ed a^re that will bum to the bottom ol the 
1n^rt^^nB t '* Behold, he will come with fire, and 
iritfcMl^.ehariot8, as a whirlwind, to render his aDg;er 
witk Any, and hia rebukes with flames of fire : for, by 
faSiaiiA^with his sword, will the Lord plead with all 
flesh; and the slain of the Lord shall be many." Nor 
can W0 reasonably blame the bowels of the Deity be- 
cause he taketh vengeance ; for, according to Moses, 
it irm hranch of his goodness, that he will by no means 
dear Ab wuiUy. According to Joshua, it is because 
he is mh^Ood that he will not forgive our trans^es^ 
mns. Aceording to David, it is because the right- 
emu iMrd laveik rigJilcousTUSs, that he will ruin upon 
the nlrhud snares^ fire, and brimstone^ and a bttrniiig 
(myall th^ porticn of their cup. 
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But, espeeiaJly, liad it been an indifferent 
with God to punish or not to punish the guilty, wko 
can persuade us that he who qfflicta not willingly nor 
grieves the children of men^ would take such pleasure 
in bruising his only begotten sow, whom he loved ?— 
Was he without necessity exposed to such direful snt 
ferings ? Nay : for God hath set him forth to be afffh 
pitiation, to declare — his love. True ; but to declare 
also his righteousness in the remission of siny and thai 
he may be just. 

Blessed be that matchless grace and wisdom, that 
has provided a lamb for ^a burnt sacrifice ; — that has 
found a ransom ; — that has opened a city of refuge ;— 
that has reconciled mercy, and truth, and righteous- 
ness with peace. O that that gracious Redeemery 
without whose kindly interposition we had better been 
crushed in the very bud of being, might forevejr lifP 
in our hearts, might forever be esteemed above all 6^ 
ther beloveds, might forever be the reigning subject in 
our thoughts, both when we wake and when we sleep! 
*' If we forget thee, O blessed Jesus, then let oar 
right hand forget her cunning. If we do not remem- 
ber thee, let our tongues cleave to the roof of cor 
mouths; if we prefer not thee above our chief joy;'* 
O ! let us never drink that as water, which cost tile 
effusion of thy blood ! Let us never have that sweet hi 
our mouth which tendered to thy lips the vinegar and 
gall ! Let us never rejoice in that which made thee 
exceeding sorrowful ! nor bless ourselves in that which 
subjected thee to the curse ! nor live in that for whkh 
thou died ! 



On ChrisCs dying* in the stead ef sinners, to make JM 
satisfaction for their transgressions. 

^ THAT Christ died for his people, not merely far 
their goof'., but in their room and place, is a fundamikh 

^Sfe note in page *lb« 
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'lide of our holy religion, and a grand peculiarity 
le gospel ; though regarded by many as only a 
iilatiye point, and by many traduced as a sense- 
ibeurdity, inconsisteni with reason, and the per- 
ms of the Deity. And here I must confess, that 
9 were not to attend to the sacred oracles as our 

if- we were not solely conducted in our resear- 
by the light of nature and reason, our cause is 

For, though the doctrine itself is not contrary 
imd reason, it is the mystery of his will, which is 
noDB the wise and prud^ht, and which would ne- 
ATO entered into our thoughts, if God had not 
pleased to reveal it. Let us go to the law and 
nony^ and, according to the observation of a ve- 
oinent divine, the death of Christ is exhibited in 
'■ capital views ; as a price, a punishment, and as 
rifice. And it will, from every one of these, ap- 

with the brightest evidence, that the death of 
it was a true and proper satisfaction in the room 
■ fleet people. 

Let US begin ^Vith it as a price. Now, what is a 
I? A -price is a valuable compensation of one 
; for another. A slave is redeemied from captivi- 
debtor from' prison, when some gracious redec- 
procures their liberty, by giving some equivalent 
e person by whom they are detained. We arc 
its; we cannot pay unto God what we are ov«'ing. 
iffe eaptives, and we cannot hasten to be loosed. 



NOTE. 

* The death of Christ includes not only his sf^/fcr- 
iui his obedience. The shedding ofkis precious 
I mas at once the strand instance of his sujfferin,g, 
tkeifmMng act of his obedience. In this new it is 
deredf and thus it is interpreted hy his own ambassa* 
isiAtf,. speaking &f his divine Master^ says^ '' he was 
otf toila deaSt, even the death ojf tJu crossJ*^ Phil. 

Hervey's Dial. vol. IL p. 47. 
c 
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Jtsus Christ is the merciful Redeemer, who pays th< 
Bum we were owing, and says to the prisoners, ft 
forth. Will we not believe an apostle when he tell 
uB^t/e are not your own ; ye are bought with a price .^— 
Would you know what this price is ? Another apoe 
lie will tell; "ye are not redeemed with corruptiUi 
things, as silver and gold, but with the precious bloot 
of Christ." Now, though it be true that there is a rf 
demptiou by power mentioned in the scripture, yel 
redemption by price Is the only proper redemption 
and we cannot reasonably doubt but redemption b; 
price is the meaning of the most remarklble texts c 
scripture, where Clirist is characterised by this level; 
denomination. What hath he obtained for us by hi 
death ? Eternal redanption, Heb. ix. 12. What hav 
we through his blood ? Redemption arid forgiveness i 
5m, Eph. i. 7. What is Christ made unto us of God 
Sanctificaiion aind redemption^ 1 Cor. i. 30. What di 
they look for that expected the coming of the Mei 
sias ? Redemption in Israel, Luke ii. 28. Even Jo 
could say, I know that my Redeemer liveth, chap, xij 
25. We sold ourselves for nought, and we are r4 
deemed without money of our own. The redemptio 
of the soul was too precious to be effected by our in 
poverished stock. — But we are not redeemed withoi 
money to the Lord Jesus, who gave himself for i«, i 
redeem us from all iniquity. The ransom was |iai 
down, the price beyond all price.; a sum too large fc 
the arithmetic of angels to compute.— Let the advei 
saries bring forth their strong reasons. If, say thej 
the death of Christ was a proper price, it was paid t 
the devil, whose captives we were. No ; it wa 
paid to God, whose captives we were ; the ^evil wa 
only his slave, jailor, and executioner. But, say the} 
if jit was paid to God, it was paid by Christ to hirasel 
And, where is the absurdity here ? It is true a ma 
cannot satisfy himself as to a money-debt, by givin 
money to himself that another owes him ; yet, as to 
criminal debt, there is nothing to hinder a just jndgi 
even among men, to satisfy his own law, by submi 
ting to what it requires. Nor does this gospel dot 
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(Vine ealumuiate (lie Deity, as though he were a gree- 
fiy tyrant, that will let no prisoners ^o, unless he can 
get great riches for their ransom. For, our price (\U\ 
not enrich him, but only paved the way for our beiii*^ 
Teleased to the honor of his justice. 

Next, let us consider it as a punishnent. A pun- 
ishment is never inflicteil by a just governor, except 
upon transgressors of the law ; for, ^' to punish the 
just, is not good." It is for the punishment of evli- 
iloera that magistrates are set up by God. Now, if 
the death of Christ was a punishment, it must una 
Toidably foTlow, that it was vicarious. Why wouldst 
ihoii^ O heavenly Father, command the sword of jus- 
tice to awake and smite the man that is thy Fellow ? 
Barely it was not for his own fault ; for '^ he did no 
nn, neither was gnile found in his mouth." Even Pi- 
tlte acquitted him, and Judas absolved him. Why 
ttmi did the almighty Sovereign of heaven permit 
aoch an innocent person to be put to death ? W^hy 
did not- the thunders awake ? Lo ! here the mystery 
is nnfolded : he died, '' the just for the unjust, that he 
■dgfat bring us to God. He was cut off, but not for 
Umself ; for the transgression of my people was he 
written.*' — ^Let insolent cavillers object, that it de- 
glides our Messiah, to regard him in the tight of an 
cx#cated felon ; the lower the humiliation, the deeper 
!■ the love. 

LaBtl3% that Christ died in the room and stead 
•f ids people, appears from its being called a sacrifice. 
Who knows not that our RedeemcT is often styled a 
hl|^ priest ? His human nature was the victim, his 
diTine nature the altar, his body was the taberna- 
cle* Who knows not, that the legal high priests did 
hear the Bins of the people ? — And because they could 
not atone for the people, by laying down their own 
Jives, they offered bullocks, goats, lambs, and sheep. 
WhateTer ahsunl accounts our ancient and modern 
Boetnians have invented of the meaning of sacrifices 
vf expiation, most certainly the language of them wab*, 
O Loml, 1 have sinned; I daserve \o ^\ft\\svj\.^ \\i^- 
aeechMeey lei Uiine anger foW ou ftiA% m^ V\^n:vkv^ ^^ 
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on (hat which is ei^nified by it ; and be mercifal to 
me a sinner. — Thus God was ceremonially appeased, 
sia was expiated, and the Israelite was forf;iTen. 



71u union betwixt Christ and beUevern, 

THE snfifering Redeemer bad now resigned hi« 
breath, after he had implored the divine ror^Teneas to 
bis bloody murderers, and with an amasing loud ciy* 
commended his departing spirit into the hands of Ms. 
heavenly Father, who shewed it the path of life. A 
scene it was, which nature trembled to behold. The 
sun called in his rays, and mourned in sackcloth^ The- 
temple rent her rail, to testify at once her indignation* 
smd that the way into the holiest of all was mofm 
made manifest. And even the rocks, the flinty rocks^. 
upbraided i^ith the hardness of their hearts the iuipl« 
tying tormentors of the Lord of glory. Lo ! there hft. 
hangs a lifeless corpse ! A wealthy disciple pbtaiivs *. 
warrant to perform the last kindly offices. The man* 
gled body is wrapped in fine linen, and decently in-, 
terred. In vain you seal the stone, and appoint • 
watch : Ftiil these remains. are the body of Christ, and- 
the peculinr care of heaven, which shall not see cor-. 
ruption. For, the third day shall ye see him arising 
from the bed of death ; and what is now sown in dia-. 
honor, shall be raised in glory. 

So, just so, the elect, who arc chosen in Chriaft^ 
from ail everlasting, even while dead in trespasses 
and bins, and lying in the grave of the corrupt natural 
fctiUe, are regarde(l by God as the body to which ha 
was federally united in the council of peace. Was it. 
impo.<»ible for the fieahiy part of the Redeemer to see. 
P'.itrefactlon in the grave, and to remain under his 
gloomy power forever? Equally impossible it is. 
those should pine away in their iniquities, who are 
Christ's dead men i whom, he has tpved with an ^ver*. 
Uu^tjog lore. 
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Within two days he shall revive them, the third 
day he shaii, raise (hem up, and they shall live in his 
Bight. Accordini; to the gracious promise, by the 
mouth of Uie projihet Isaiah, they shall not always re- 
main in the congregation of the dead. " For thus 
saith the Lord, thy dead men shall live, together with 
my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ^''g 
ttmt dwell in the dus(." 

A federal union there is in scripture reckoning, 
between the Lord Jesus, and those who are predesii- 
nated unto life. An union which commences not on- 
ly befiofe they are born into the world of grace, but 
before they were born into the world of nature. Be- 
fen they were born, did I say ? Nay, it is an union 
■Bcient as eternity itself; and grace was given them 
iftGliiist before the world began. With him they 

eracified ; with him they died ; with hinf they 
into the grave : when he rose from the 
tbey also did arise ; when he ascended on high, 
tli^aiso ascended, and sat down ^vith him in heaven- 
tf ptaees. Yet still this blessed connection with the 
fhMkma' Surety is a secret reserved in the breast of 
CM«; and they are by nature the children of wrath, 
others, until, in the day of conversion, they 
aotnolly united unto Christ by a mystical implan- 
taHon. 

'•'* In the worlds of nature and art, there are found 
OMlkj: con junctions ; and which of them is not sum-- 
noned by the Spii-it of God to shadow forth this su- 
finatuiml one ? As the bofly is joined to the gar- 
imits which it wears, to the head with which it is a- 
ilflmed» tp the soul wherewith it is animated; as the 
mother to the child conceived in the womb ; as the 
not ta the branches; as the foundation to the super- 
atnielnre ; as the husband to the wife ; so is Christ 
onto beHevera. They have put him on as a garment; 
fkiey are knit together, they are nourished, they in- 
enaie by him as a head, with the increase of God.— - 
Stt-ia their life ; it is not they that live, but Christ li* 
veih in them. lie is formed in thclt lieAx^ft* Vii ^B&sfr- 

c 2 
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they are rooled as branches in Ihe vine, built up as 
livc'ly stones upon a living foundation. Great is the 
nearness of the husband and wife, when they are no 
more twain but one flesh ; but still more close is thii 
connection ; for, '^ be that is joined to the Lord, ii 
one spirit." 

J)oc3 any. one of these similitudes convey but aa 
inii)errect idea of this mysterious unity, let the re- 
maining ones contribute their help to aid your appre- 
lien.sions. But, after all, they fall infmitely short of> 
the thing they are intended to adumbrate. And 
therefore the wisdom of God compares it to an union, 
by which indeed it is infinitely transcended. In be- 
half of his beloved people, he prays the Father, thai 
they may be one, saUh he, in tis, as thou. Father, art in 
mCy and I in thee ; John.xvii. 21. — It is true, they are 
not joined unto the Redeemer by such an essential 
conjunction as is betwixt the sacred persons of ih&' 
Godhead ,* nor by such a personal union as is between- 
the eternal Son and his temporal humanity. It is not 
an unilion of persons in one nature, like the former; 
nor of natures' in one person, like the latter; but an 
union of a multitude of persons, not merely unto the 
doctiine of Chiist, not merely unto the grace of Christy 
but the perrion of Christ, considered not as God only,. 
not t,^ man only, but as God-man. 

Th^y are indeed linked together by the bonds of 
irovernm^'-iit and subjection, and by the ties of strong- 
est friendship ; tliat, is of a political, and this, of a 
moral Kind. , But shall we say the mysterious express 
>s'f<)i)S ve nieiitioned above, denote no more but this? 
Believers are joined to Christ by the bands of go vern- 
liif-^i a::) fri'^nd-ihip. Does the Spirit of God then 
wrap \\\* t!ie plainest things in the darkest phraseolo- 
^'i'^s ? Is i.'iis to the honor of the scriptures ? No :— 
liiat be far from tlie Spirit of wisdom and revelation; 
Tiie perfection of the sr.crcd oracles. It is not the 
dark phra:-;^*s, but the sublime and heavenly thing, of 
^vi::ch I'le apostle of the Gentiles is-discoursinu;, when 
Av rflj'A,-, this is a mrcai myhitrv ; 1 sptak '.oactTuw^ 
Ch iii c^nti Ihi chz<rck. 
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Christ Jesus ami believers arc the parties ; ihti 
Spirit and faith are tiie bonds ; the law and the gospei 
are the instruments ; the sacramentn of divine institu- 
tion are the seals, in this nijsterious coalition. Mys-^ 
lerious indeed, which shall not be thoroughly appre- 
hended, but in tho light of glory. For thus the pro- 
mise runs : "In that day shall ye know that I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me ;. and I in you, anil 
you in me." 

A mystery thi?, worthy to he contemplated of 
angels and arch-angcls. Angels see, but saints expe- 
rience it. It is one of the deep things of God, which 
(he natural man receiveth not ; and even the spiritual 
man is unable to com])rehend it. But shall it there- 
fore be rejected as incredible, when it is only inc(»ui- 
|irehensible ? Christians- believe greater mysteries 
than this ; and without all perad venture, the less is 
eon&rmed by the greater. And philosophers acknow- 
ledge the reality of unions, for which they cannot ac- 
eoaut. 

But, ! thrice happy they v/ho are thus joined 
onto the Lord, and found in Christ, not having theiv 
Awn righteousness ! They are called by his name, 
thej are partakers of his fulness, and in all their afilic- 
tiODB he is afflicted. Though he resides in heavenly 
places, antl they are sojourners on the eartli ; yet arc 
ihey blessed in him witli all spiritual blesisin^s. You 
trample upon the toe, the head cries out, whij pcrsccu- 
Usl ihnu me ? But when you clothe his naked, and 
feed his hunffrv members, he deems vou did it to him- 
aelf- I mas hungri/^ and if e gave me meat ; naked, and 
ye dcQudme. 

Let supercilious, puny mortals, regard wiih con- 
tempt, or cold indifference, the saints of the Most 
High ; but, O ! let my delights be \\,\i\\ you, ye excel- 
lent of the earth. Christ is not ashamed to call you 
brethren ; God is not a??hamed to call himself your 
God. A more exalt'id honor this, than to wear an 
imperial crf>wn, and fill the throne oi the whole eact.lv*. 
—To you th^rc i? /io CviHlcnr.ialiou, \xov \\A\u\^\q'.^^ 
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fy away; you are the members of Cbrist, therefore he* 
knows your wants ; you are the body of Christ, there- 
fore he will supply them. Christ is your head, he 
will cleanse your defilements ; Christ is your head, he 
will cure your diseases. What though you be in po-- 
verty ? — ^you arc in Christ. What though you be in 
reproach i — ^you are in Christ. Let death divide your 
souls and bodies ; let the grave calcine your bones ; 
let the four winds war for your dust ; your vital uniou 
with Christ shall still remain. When you shall render 
up the ghost, you die in the Lord ; and when you de- 
scend into the peaceful grave, your dust shall sleep id' 
Jesus. Can any force, can any fraud, find means to 
enter into the heaven of heavens ; and pluck an eye> 
or tear a limb from the glorified humanity of the ex^ 
alted Redeemer ? And even in the days of his humi- 
liation, the soldiers could not break his bones, because 
they saw he was already dead. For so it was fore^ 
told, in ancient prophecy, a bone of him shall net he 
broken. But ye are kept as the apple of his eye ; an* 
are the mcQibers of his body, of his flesli, and of hi*' 
bones. 



ON TRUSTING IN GOD. 

HE that trusts in the Lord with all his heart, 
docs not indeed expect, that God will do that for him 
whfch he has never promised; far less that he will be 
favorable unto him, in what U contrary to his revea- 
led will. But, first, he sees that his matters are good 
and right ; and (hen he commits the keeping of his 
soul unto the faithful Creator ; who is a buckler to 
them alone that walk uprightly. 

If he is called of God to any difficult duty, for 

which he finds liimself unequal, he persuades himself 

that God will command hi^^ strength, and work in hint' 

both to will and to do of his gootl pleasure ^. and out 

ofwe^kneea he is made slron^^ 



33 

He will not indeed presume on t]ie divine proteC'. 
Uon, when rushing headlong into dangers, evidently 
foreseen, withont necessity ; as though the Almighty 
were obliged to suspend for him the laws of nature, 
lUid be prodigal of his miraculous operations. For e- 
▼en ilie Son of God liimself would not tempt his lo- 
viag Father, by easting himself down from the pinna^ 
cle ; though, as the bold impostor told him, the angels 
had in. charge to keep him in all his ways. But let 
him bear the voice of God and conscience ; this is Ute 
wajf^ naikyein it j though he should pass through 
fire and water, he laughs at fear ; and is not greatly 
moved 1^ the most ghastly appearances of danger. — 
Thoogh war should rise against him ; and death, with 
nble wings, should hover round his head ; yet will he 
fear no evil. For **• thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, O* God ! whose mind is stayed on thee, be* 
oanae he truateth-in thee." 

The perfections of the Godhead are the chambera 
qI safety vherein he hides liimself. That everlasting 
^tyengthf for which nothing is too difficult ;— ^that 
matchlesa goodness that extends itself even to the 
Inrds of the air, and lilies of the field ; — that perfect 
immutability that excludes all variableness and sha- 
dow of turning ^— that inviolable veracity by which it 
ia impoarible for God to lie ; — ^that exact omniscience 
from which no want can be hid ; — that incomprehen- 
aiUe wisdom which can make all things work togeth- 
ar. for hia own glory, and our good ; — the promises of 
tlw wocd, and all the experiences of the saints ; these 
aia hia aura foundations on which he builds his trust. 

If he himself has found the eternal God his re- 
fuge, experience worketh hope. As he hath delivered, 
and doth deliver, he trusts in God, that he ^vill yet 
deliver. If he has recourse to his own experiences, 
ILBd finds no light from that quarter, lie searches out 
of the book of the Lord, and finds, tliat never were the 
lighleona forsaken. If friends proved faithless, or una- 
ble to afibrd him any relief in the day oC c.^\%3av\V^^ 
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cleans shall intreat him well in the evil day. Did all 
human relief fail, and vain was the help of man ; then 
Goil has made a friendly covenant for him with the 
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fishes 
of the sea. Ravens shall feed him, bears shall avenge 
his quarrel, and monsters of the deep afiford a safe re- 
treat. Fishes have- supplied his wants ;- and dogi 
have proved physicians to his sores. — If, the anunil' 
creation failed, the dead and lifeless creatures have 
come into his interests. The roaring 'iraTCi 
divide to give him passage ; and for his sake the 
fierce element of fire forgets his burning power. If 
neither men, nor beasts, nor elements appeared to hie 
aid ; numbers of mighty angels encamp around, and 
deliver him. But chiefly God has been a never-fid* 
ling refuge, when neither friends, — nor foesy-Hhoe 
beasts, — ^nor elements, — nor angels, — ^nor any other 
creature have interposed ibr their safety. ^ Thei 
hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the 
needy in his distress ; a refuge from the storm, a she^ 
dow from the heat, when the blast of terrible once 
was a storm against the wall." 

Whilst he, by this believing confidence, gives gle* 
ry to God, a full reward is given by the God of Israd, 
under whose ^vings he trusts.- No anxious career a- 
bout this world's good things ; no dispiriting fears a- 
bout its evil things, shall be able to disturb his repoeeL 
He is careful for nothing that can befal his mortal bo* 
dy, his civil reputation, or his worldly accommodl- 
tions. Having devolved all his cares upon the greet 
Jehovah, commended to him his present and his fi^ 
ture interests, he lies down, and his ^eep is sweet in- 
to him. His flesh shall rest in hope, even in the clay- 
cold bed of the grave. His righteousness is brought 
forth as the light. Surely the Lord will make perfect 
what concerneth him. '' O Lord God of hosts, bleawA 
lai the man that trusteth in thee !" 
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•N TRUSTING IN CHRISj^. 

NOR is it less our duiy to trust In thee, O al- 
Miighty Savior of sinners, who savest us not by bow, 
fior by sword, nor by battle, nor by horses, nor by 
horsemen, nor by might and power ; but by thy blood 
which thou shed, and by the Spirit which thoupourest 
down. *' Surely shall one say, in the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength." For he shall be enabled 
to discern all other grounds of trust to be but arms of 
flefrh ; — but lies and vanities ; — ^but spider's webs ; — 
but perishing gourds ; — but foundations that shall be 
overfhrown with a flood ; whilst he that ])uts his trust 
in the Lord shall be safe, and shall inherit his holy 
mountain. 

Though his distinguished privileges should be 
like those of Capernaum, that was exalted up iiito 
heaven, he confides not in the temple of the Lord, but 
in the Lord of the temple. — Though he could boast an 
illustrious descent from the venerable Abraham ; or 
«Iaim kindred, according to the flesh, with Jesus Christ 
himself ; he would not on that account think himself 
entitled to the divine regard. — Though he should find 
much worldly substance ; he " will not say to gold, 
thou art my hope ; nor to fine gold, thou art my confi- 
dence ;"' as though the Almighty would esteem his 
riches, or as though they could he profitable in fhe day 
of his wrath. — '14iough he should equal Heman in the 
deepness of his exercise, and Paul in the abundance of 
-revelation ; he would not reckon it expedient for him 
to gloiy. — Though, for the cause of Christ, he should 
even pour liis blood ; yet by the blood of the Lamb 
would he overcome ; yet in the blood of the Lamb, 
(and not his own) would he wasii his robes, and make 
them white. — Though his gifts should be eminent, his 
knowledge clear and extensive : though in the sweet- 
ness of his natural temper he should be like a Moses ; 
•and a Paul in the blamelessaess oi \v\a \\l^ A^^^'^^'^o 



Ihls righteousness of the law ; though his prof 
were ever so strict, and his reputation ever so C 
in a word, though he should shed many tears, po 
ny prayers, endure many hardships, make many 
form many resolutions, and exert the most vij 
endeavors in working out his own salvation : ; 
these things he counts but loss and dung, that b 
win Christ, and be found in liim. Though the : 
grace of Qod should be implanted in his heart, 
not strong in the grace , that ie in himself, but 
grace that is in Christ Jesus. His justifying n 
the alone ground of his confidence for the par 
his guilt ; his sanctifying Spirit^ for the vanqi 
the power of his Inbred corraption. All othei 
ilences he rejects, because the Lord hath r< 
them. No tempest shall be able to batter do^ 
walls ; his foundation never shall be razed ; his 
dence shall never be rooted out of his tabemac 
shall have a great recompenice of reward, O ^' 1 
is the man that tnisteth in the Lord, and whose 
the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree plan 
the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots 
river, and shall not see when heat comet) 
her leaf shall be green, and shall not wither 
year of drought, neither shall cease from y 
fruit." 



OK IMITATING CHRIST. 

THE imitator of ^esus Christ is one, who 
interested in him as his propitiation, cannot but 
to follow him as his pattern : for he knows, that 
it be not the only or principal end why the 
God was manifested; it is, however, a very C( 
rable part of his errand, in visiting these reg 
mortality, to give us a fair transcript, and a liv 
py of all those graces and duties that are pleaa; 
to God, and that are commanded in the law* 
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VerenceS) indeed, the footsteps of the flock ; and bles- 
ses God for the holy examples of living and dead 
saints $ which are nobte incentives to piely, and a de- 
vout conversation. But still he reganls the hoUeut 
examples of living and dead saints, as but imperfect 
Inodels of duty ; some of their actions being evidently 
sinful, and others of them doubtful and suspicious. — 
Jesus Christ he considers as the only finished pattern 
of obedience ^ in whose presence Moses is not meek, 
^lomon IB not wise, Job is not patient, David is not 
upright, Abraham is not strong in faith, Elijah is not 
zealous, and Paul, the laboring apostle, is not diligent. 
His fellow-saints, and those who have gone before him, 
may indeed surpass him in what he actually attainf? 
Unto, but not in wiiat he aims at. He knows, that the 
finer the copy is, the fairer will be the learner's hand ; 
therefore he sets the Lord alway before him. — To fol- 
low the steps of Christ alone, is fur more eligible, in 
his esteem, than to go in the way of tlie world, or fol- 
low the multitude to do evil. And how can it be o- 
therwise, when he considers, that the example of 
Christ is the example of his best friend, his glorious 
head, his great Lord and master, his leader and com* 
mander, the shepherd and bishop of his soul, the cap- 
tain of his salvation, and the author of his high und 
heavenly calling ? 

He reckons it a far more glorious and honorable 
attainment to resemble his blessed riavior in holiness, 
and obedience to the will of God, than though he 
could be like him in the power of working miracles; 
a power wluch has been, in some measure, imparted 
to the vforkers of iniquity. 

These most invaluable books, tlic gospels of Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, that contain the sacred 
memoirs of the life of Jesus, he prefers before all other 
biography. These venerable histories he penisea 
night and day ; not merely with the eye of a critic, 
that he may understand their sense ami (Uscover their 
beauties*; but, with the eye of a painter, wK^ ^j^.taj^'^K 
a fine picture, that he may imilatv. l\v« otW^^C'f^ i\.€»fi«».V 
designs, thai he may go and do \\VLe\svA^% 
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In all places, companies, duties, and emerg 
he labors to consider with himself, how woi 
Lord and Savior, were he in my place, acquit ] 
on this occasion ? Would he do this or that ? 
he allow it to be done ? 

There are many actions of the man Chrisi 
which were performed by him, as a human cr 
in conformity to the moral law, which are to be 
ted in the letter of them. If he obeyed his p 
prayed to his God, forgave his enemies, paid 
to Caesar, despised no man for his poverty, esl 
no man for his wealth ; if he pleased not himst 
sought his own glory ; if he was heavenly in 1 
course, cheerful in his obedience, unwearied in 
plication to his work, and mortified to the w 
the whole tenor of his conversation : these are I 
es of his behavior, in which the servant of Chi 
lows him in the most literal sense, though at ; 
ble^ distance ; not as Asahel followed Abner, 
Peter followed his Master, afar ofT. These dut 
not only incumbent upon him by the authority 
precept, but are sanctified unto him, are re: 
Bweet and easy, by the example of the Lord. 

But there are other actions of Christ, in wt 
acted as God : he fasted forty days, he judge 
hearts of the Pharisees, he took the ass of anoth( 
to ride upon, as if it had been his own ; he sc< 
the buyers and sellers out of the temple ; he ft 
future events, and performed a great number of 
cles. To imitate these in the letter of then 
christian knows very well, is utterly impossible 
to attempt it absolutely unlawful. But, thouj 
matter of them is only proposed to his fait] 
spirit of them or the mind with which he did 
is also proposed to his imitation. His taking 
him the form of a servant, when he was in the f 
God, and his giving himself a sacrifice unto G< 
sweet-smelling savour ; though for the matter of 
11^ oy are actions utterly incapable of imitation 
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€*ven tliese high acts, in the true spirit of them, the 
christian will endeavor to transcribe, by a humble and 
condescending behavior, and by walking in love, as 
Christ also loved him. — As John the baptist did go 
before the Messiah in the spirit and power of Elias ; 
though there was a great difference betwixt the indi- 
Tidual actions of these two great men : so he goes in 
the power and spirit of Christ, notwithstanding the 
huge distance that must always be between the Sa- 
vior aiid the saint. 

He may, as his Lord and 4)Iaster, be exposed to 
cahunntes of every kind : but at last his righteousness 
Ib brought forth as the light ; and even when he gains 
not the applause of the tongue, he wins the approba- 
tion of the heart If any human thing could reclaim 
an ungodly sinner, it would be the conversation of 
film who imitates the life of Chrif^t. Here even the 
cvrnal man beholds the reality of religion - brought 
home to his very senses, and the power of his lusts is 
aaBBulted with holy violence. As Christ is the visible 
inage of the invisible God ; so is this man the visible 
image of. Christ, whom the world seeth no Tnore, be- 
came " the heavens must contain him until the time 
of the restitution of all things.^' 



ON FAITH. 

• HAPPY the man who lives in mortal fiesh a life 
oCCaithupon the Son of God ; though he dwells not 
in the gilded palace, he has the Mo&it High for his ha- 
bitation. Though his food be homely, he fares deli- 
caonaly every day upon the hidden manna. For, O 
tliat BMible gift of God ! he in whose heart she dwells, 
is at once possessed of riches, and honors?, and plea- 
■MPes. Let others curiously dinpulc where she resides, 
in wliat faculty, in the understanding or the will ; be 
it my eialted privilege to have her formed in my souU 
Tbe mountains may depait \ V\ie \vvVV^ tia.^ V^ \^\cw^ 
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Ted ; the eolld earth, ^vith the Burrouuding hearens^ 
may pass a^vay : but her foundations are everlasting. 
Sooner shall chaos come again, and God deny himseir ; 
sooner Bhall the natural and the moral world be toBsed 
into confusion, than that should fail by which she' is 
Hupported. Great is that revenue of glory she brings 
7mto our God, whether she trembles at the threaten- 
rng, or relies upon the promise, which he hath spoken 
JD his holiness ; but most of all when her main object 
Christ is before her eyes, as the Saviour from sin and 
wrath. When angels circle the throne of God witb 
heavenly anthems, and yield the most unspotfed obe* 
dience to the divine law, they glorify their Maker. — 
But when by her the guilty self-condemned wretch, 
ilevolvea upon the Lord the burden of innumerable 
xins, and trusts for pardon of them all, this is glory to 
God in the highest. Though each obediential act is 
for the praise of God, and glorifies some one perfei:* 
lion of his nature, it is hers to render him the glory oi 
ihem all. 

As reason is superior to sense, so faith has ih§ 
}irc-eminmice over reason. Be reason reverenced in 
matters that fall within her sphere ; but when she 
ventures into deeps of God, the seas where faith has 
all the 80vf.Tfcignty, v.hen acting like herself, she Ipw- 
t-rs her eailB. As sense would seem to tell us many 
things which reason contradicts, bo faith will rectify 
the fond mii-tiikcs of reason : nor ought she to be dis-. 
>-ati;3r:cd. Faith only shuts the eye of reason, not 
I'lcks it out. Nor these alone submit themselves b^ 
fore this noble grace ; even others her fellow virtnes 
ilo obcisuncc. Though, as a gracious quality, she 
F lands upon a level with the rest ; yet, as an instm- 
jjieiit, slic far excels in jrlory. She cannot boast in* 
<i(rd of ht;r intiiu^ic worth, but of the post of honor 
ivhich she fills by heaven's appointment. She only is 
the general receiver of all the blessings of the gospel, 
lly her we call heaven's rich unfathomable mines onr 
own. Because she humbleth herself, therefore hath 
CrOii highly exalted her, auv\ gVv^wVx^t ^ xoim^ ^\^v^ 
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every grace. Kveii charity herself is onJy greater in 
duration : for, she abideih when faith shall fail, as t(» 
its actings ; and die like Moses, in the mount. Such 
is bcr humble nature, tliat even the Jealous God, who 
ivill not give his glory to another, even he is fuund to 
give his glory unW her. We are saved by faith ; wc 
we justified hy faith. She faithfully returns the glory 
to her object. He has regarded the low e&lale of ^ii^ 
handmaiil, because himself has said, than that honor 
uuj I will honor. 

Though weak in herself, she is strong in tl\p Lord ; 
her very- weakness is her strength. She overcomes 
the devil, and the ivorld, and the flesh. She binds up 
the arm of vengeance, and wields the arm of Omnipo- 
tence. The creature is not able to resist her ; and 
the Creator will not. She says unto tliis mouulain 
of difficulty, " be thou removed, and cast into the sea.^* 
She subdues kingdoms of lusts : quenches the violence 
of the fire of v/rath; stops the mouth of the infernal 
llOB 9. and escapes the edge of the sword of angiy jus- 
tice* When other graces quit the field, her own arm 
illiiigB salvation. What shall I say more 1' Jf ihou 
cnifif believe, all things arc possible. 

Such is her strength, no wonder she is as bold as 
a lion ; though timorous and distrustful of the crea- 
tnie. Confiding in the Lord, she is not afraid to ven- 
ture into the hoiicst of all. She plays upon the hole 
of the aap, and thrusts her hand into the eocatrice's 
den. death, where is thy sting 2 she ?ays wilh liclw 
defiance. When presumptuous unbeliever:^ are burled 
in the mighty waters, like the Egyptian ho^t, ^he 
passes through the fonnilng waves triumphant. Tiu re 
jsuone like her in all the earth ; who is made wlih- 
4Nit fear ? 

Though poor in herself, she makes manjM-ldi wiih 
the treasures ofelernUy. She is not afn«id of Ww. 
■aow for her household, for all her hout-oliold areclolh- 
^uithe scarlet robes of everlasting riirhteousness. — 
Justly she is denominated prrctows /ttitli, nnVv^cw v^^^. m 
ierests U8 in prcciou ii jiromisoS) i\\u\ VYV^^*^^ xroXv^^^^ 
eoaecience precious blood. 

v2. 
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There are indeed who think her blind and '. 
long ; yet is she a sharp sighted grace. She co] 
hemis the love of Christ that passeth knowledge, 
trines which to the natural man are foolishness, 9 
Tents that have no present existeoM, are realiz< 
her. '^ Hhe is the evidence of thi^s not see] 
substance of things hoped for," though ever so n 
in time or place. She is a kind of second sigh 
merely to behold spectacles of horror, ghosts ai 
paritions ; but the King in his beauty, the lane 
is afar «ff, the things that are not seen, that ] 
temal. 

It is true, her strength is to sit still, to lo< 

while the Lord himself doth wonderously. Lik< 

lilies of the field, she toils 'not, neither does she 

And certain bold blasphemers have talked of our 

holy faithf as though she were no friend to wo 

righteousness. Impossible ! absurd t for all 

works, without exception, are her dear offspring, 1 

issue from her pregnant womb. These are Hei 

dren which praise her in the gates. And she ma 

in truth with the apostle of the gentiles, ** I l8 

more abundantly than all the other graces. I 

make void the law through faith ? God forbid : 

we establish the law." The law as a covenan 

makes not void t for sbe presents the perfect 

teousness of Christ, which answers every liegal cl 

And though she strips the law, to all who hav 

of the old covenant-form, she turns it to a rule < 

Si supplies the believer with -the most er'<»ctual m 

to all holy obedience. No work of God can be i 

tably performed, till once you have believed. 1 

his prime command, and your most necessary di 

For withmit faith it is impossible to phase God, b; 

doing, or by any suffering. By faith Abraham c 

up Isaac his first bom sou ; and by faith the ch 

of Abraham put the knife unto the throat of Ihei 

favorite lusts. v 

But, ah ! how few are there among the so 
men who can lay claim to l^iia \a^^^^\^ ^» 
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igh all her ways are pleasantness and peace, 
is the opposition, by all the powers of corrupt 
e, unto this heavenly virtue. The bigotted pa- 
rill rather undergo the drudgery of dismal super- 
n. The blinded pagan will rather choose to im- 
his hands in the blood of his own offspring. — 
^rverse jew, descended from Abraham, only ac- 
og to the flesh, will rather yield his servile 
to the old galling yoke of antiquated ceremo- 
tfaan be at all induced to submit unto the right- 
Lesa of faiths They know not, nor will under- 
•the nature of this exalted grace. Though e- 
n matters of this world, all know that trust is no 
nmon thing. The husbandman, at the return of 
;, is not afraid to sow, in liope, when he commits 
lodfuT grain unto the furrows of the field : '^ for his 
doth Instruct to discretion." They who go down 
e aea in ships, repose such confidence in their 
Dg yessels, as not to be afraid to trust themselves. 
It their worldly riches, unto the boisterous waves. 
ia it tliat so few will venture their eternal all, 
heir' temporal felicity, unto the faithful word of 
Kae ? The man who sows his grain in the furrow, 
ipieiitly disappointed of his hopes. And many a 
the loaded vessels become a prey to the unpity- 
ilement of water. But, '' he that believeth shall 
m aahamed, world without end." 



kfgifeness of sin throus^h Jditk in ChrisCs divine 

blood,* 



li^ the guilt of innumerable evils stares me 
e foce, and angry conscience rouses from her slum- 



^ By the blood of Christ is frequently sis^nifUd in 
*Bnt, the whol€ merit of Us life and dcatH^ oj \v\«% ox- 
and stifferins:s, of his iriah and graces ; mWcU s^- 
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ber, where shall I fly for refuge ? Where filial! \ hide 
my head ? How lay the grizly sjjcctres ? Ye favorite 
lusts, ye pleadng Gomforts, ye amusing recreations^ 
in vain ye lend your aid. Let Cain, with his handa 
reeking in blood, betake himself to building citiea ; 
Jet Saul attempt to find relief from his unquiet mind is 
the charms of music, while David touched the pleasant 
harp ; let the drunkard seek for consolation in faii 
flowing bowl, and jolly companions ; the sullen ghoats 
refuse still to depart, when God calls, as in a solemn 
day, his terrors round about. Even vows and resolu- 
tions, prayers and tears, costly sacrifices, and solemn 
promises of future amendment, cannot recal the de« 
parted peace. Let pagans, with horrid rites, seek re- 
conciliation with their fancied gods, and peace unto 
their consciences ; let carnal Jews think to have mat- 
ters adjusted by their ceremonial observances, bfSing 
ignorant of the righteousness of God; scourge yoUFr. 
selves to death, ye blinded papists, and waste youf 
carcases to ghastly skeletons; by withholding sleep 
from your eyes, and nourishment from your mouths| 
travel to the remotest climes in weary pilgrimages; 
it is all in vain. — Fools that you are, to think yon 
shall have peace, by walking after the imagination of 
your own hearts. " The way of peace you have not 
known ; there is no judgment in your goings.'' 

For, unto whom should we go but unto thee, 
thou bleeding Saviour 1 By thy blood hast thou made 
peace betwixt an offended Deity and offending mortals. 
No cause of death was found in thee. For us thoo 
drank the bitter cup. Far be it from us to substitute 
our pretended sincerity, our sorrowful repentance, or 
even the more noble grace of faith, in tlie room of t^y 
satisfactory sufferings. O thou Prince of peace ! By 



tiffficd God\s justice, and mapiified God's law ; nMA 
made propitiationfar iniquilj/y and brought in an ever" 
/as/Zfio^ rijT^ccusness. 
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seasonable iaterposition, his anger is turned away ^ 
aovr it is a righteous thing with God abundantly 
Eirdon. 

Happy, thrice happy, they who come unto God 
im, whose iniquity is pardoned, whose transgres- 
is forgiven. Riches and honors, thrones, crowns, 
sceptres, cannot greatly add unto their bliss ; pain 
poverty, ignominy and reproach, cannot greatly 
nish their happiness. It is true, O ye favorites 
uiTen, the fact of sin cannot be taken away, the 
rt of sin cannot be removed ; yea, even its power 
dominion shall not be totally destroyed in your 
ent state of imperfection ; however, Ihere is no 
lemnation to you that are in Christ Jesus. No 
!eninatlon for your inherent corruption ; none for 

actual transgressions ; none for your past, none 
our future provocations. Chastised you may be 

the rod of a Father, but not with the wounds of 
nemy. It is God thai justifieth, who is he that coH' 
\eth ? What though your sins are many ? He 
iplies to pardon. What though your aiSiclions 
jreat ? — There is no wrath in the portion of your 
Though men should condemn you, God will 

though devils accuse you, tliey shall not prevail. 
> weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, 
every tongue that risetii in judgment against thee, 
\ shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the ser- 
8 of the Lord \ and their righteousness is of me, 
I the Lord." 

Ply, ye profane, who turn this grace of God into 
.viousness. Be awakened ye presumptuous, who 
ly dream your sins are pardoned, because ye have 
3tteu them, or because ye have felt some pangs of 
nction, or because judgment is not speedily exe- 
^d against your evil works. How can ye be par- 
5d, who have such slight thoughts of the God who 
ows, the Saviour who procures it, the gospel which 
als it ? Ye that are ready to perish under the 
sure of your iniquities, and ye that are of heavy 

% on accQunt of your iuuumeraJAe Vxwi^^i^'e?aQVis.. 
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bcre is a strong cordial, a refreshful draught rrom 
wells of salvation. O drink, and remember youi 
seiy no more. " God was in Christ, reconcilins 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 

them.** 

Not is if vain presumption in you to believe, 
be in Chiist is, at this present hour, pacified toiev 
joo for all that you have done. Though you 1 
been wieked and unrighteous, though your sins ] 
been of a crimson dye, scarlet-colored abominati 
the blood of Christ can wash out the deadly tincf 
and make you white as the finest wool, or y: 
mow. Was it any difficulty for the Red-sea to c 
with its waves the numerous host of Egypt, v 
Pharaoh, with his captains and common soldiers, 
riots and horses, did sink to the bottom as a stone ? 
more for the ocean of imbounded love to subdu 
your iniquities ; not the common soldiers only of 
nary provocations, but the most grizly and gigs 
nns. In the presence of his exalted Majesty, ; 
persons are but like the small dust of the balai 
which is not considerable enough to sway the s* 
and which the gentlest breath can blow away, 
as insignificant are our sins, in presence of his par 
ing mercy. 

Nor is it with a grudge and reluctance the lil 
God bestows this perfect gift. Once he delightc 
wrath, when it pleased him to bruise his beloved ! 
That was his act, his strange act; his work, 
fitrange work. He has no pleasure in the death < 
of the guilty sinner as himself declares ; why the 
the death, the cruel death, of the innocent Jinman 
The reason, the amazing reason is, l)ecause he del 
ted in mercy ; in mercy to the human race. T^ 
fore it pleased the Father to bruise him. 

Glorify God for this mercy, ye pardoned one 
A distinguished blessing it is, which will not ac< 
the song of angels, but of the redeemed from am 
the human race. Rejoice not that your wealth ii 
creasedy that your circumstances are pronperous. 
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iJiat your iniquity is pardoned. Fear the Lord and 
his goodness, and walk humbly with thy God. 

Reject not the counsel of God against your own 
ffouls, you who have not yet fled for refuge unto this 
hope set before you, as you would not rob God of his 
gloiy, nor yourselves of peace. Will you neglect this 
great salvation ? Will you say unto the Almighty, 
depart from us ; thy gifts be to thyself ? Cursed shall 
yc be of the Lord, whose glory it is to pass over a 
transgression. The Lord Jesus Christ shall subscribe 
thy condemnation ; and all the holy angels shout their 
applause. Amen, says the church militant : Amen, 
>-. the- church triumphant. " In returning and rest 
^\ should you been saved ; in quietness and confidence 
•- should have been your rest : but you would not hear." 
»* Lo ! there the men who made not the Lord their con- 
^'* fidence ; who robbed the Lord of his glory : and would 
^v not be beholden to him for the pardon of their iniqui- 
"^1 ties. Behold the time of their visitation is come ; and 
^^ where shall they fly for help ? If in this manner a 
man sin against the Lord, who shall intreat for him ? 
They would not take hold of his strength ; they v/oukl 
not make peace ; they would not consider any of In .4 
wtys. See now the red right arm of vengeance takes 
hold of the glittering sword of Justice. A sword; a 
•wwd is furbished with the oil of mercy, that was des- 
pised & affronted. Sec how he cleaves Uieir reins asun- 
der, & breaketh them with breach upon breach. Morci- 
fiil Lord ! it is a fearful thing to fall into thy hands ; 
wlien thou art angry, the nations shall not be able to 
aUde thy indignation. Make us wise unto salvation, to 
know the things that belong to our peace ; and to fly to 
our strong hold while we are the piisonera oi hopo. 



P-^n Oil €van:;clic{il repentance f:r sin. 

s?^*l* LET us first l)02:!n v, ilh the thoughts of his heart, 
i; J whoffe repentance ia of the gospel kind, and not to he 
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repented of. Of all erils, he is perauaded that b 
the greatest , and of all sinners he is disposed to 1 
that himself is the chiefest. He has obtained a 
of that abominable thing, which before he conden 
only in words : and sees it, in the gospel-light, 
heaviest of debts, the ugliest of stains, the weigh 
of hardens, and the most deadly sting. Thoug 
enormities of behaviour should tarnish his civil i 
tation among men, yet he sees that innumerable 
compass him about, that he is the man who has v 
ted every precept of the law ; the devil who has 1 
pressed against a gracious God by a thousand pi 
king iniquities. Having descended in^o liia 
breast, and contracted a more thorough acquaint 
with the plagues of his own heart, he thinks la 
vorably of himself than he can possibly do of ot 
or they of him. He blesses and adores that sp; 
goodness that bore with him so long, nor filled 
with the fruit of his own ways. 'Even his most 
<luties, which some would call his righteousness, 1 
he discerns to labor under so many imperfection 
to deserve the epithet of Jilthi/ rags. Nor are t 
self-abasing thoughts the mere remonstrances of ] 
ral conscience, which pass away like the moi 
cloud, and early dew \ or the dazzling flHshes of 
lightning, by which the bejiighled traveller is k 
blinded than directed : far less must they be hek 
melancholy 8uc;8;eslion3 of wicked spirits, inten 
to exaggerate tlic puilt of his iniquities, and drive 
to despair. But tJiey are the fixed and sober s 
ments of his soul ; which the holy and blessed 6 
begets in his mind, when he stnkes home the wo 
the law upon the conscience. But, chiefly, the 
suasion of forgiveness with God operates on his 1 
with the most kindly influence. The knowledg 
sin, which is by the law, may be productive of se 
fear, and worldly sorrow ; but it is the province o 
gospel alone to paint it in such colors as to mak' 
ashamed, yea, even confounded, because he doe 
the reproach of his youth. O glorious grief I f 
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jia'iii" * He is scorched ^vith the beams of goodness ; 
hiid water** with liis tears cvea tht; joyful pardon of 
}iis 55171.''. Not so imicli for the piiiiisliiiient they biin^ 
upon Jiis own nature, jis for the indignity done to the 
cUvine. He looks on thee, whom he Ijuh pierced, O 
.bleeding Propilialion ! and mourns, not so much for 
himsseir, as for tliee ; as the tender liearted parent 
uiourna, with unfeigrned sorrow, when the tye-lids of 
an only son arc eloped in death, or the remains of a 
lirKt-burn arc con^sii^ned over to the f-ilent ^^rave ; or 
as the Borrowful Israelites, at Uadadriinnion in Wiii 
valley of M(?ffnhlo, wept for tlie good Josiah, when 
snatched away by an untimely deat]), in the sin^tof 
the people ; and whilst he mourns, he tastes more 
tine refreshment than woHdly joy can give. 

When such arc the inmost sentiments of his soul, 

Ac wonder that out of the abundance of iiiA lieart the 

moet ample confessions of sbi do How from his tongue. 

Sometimes to men wliom he may have scandalized ; 

but always to God whom he has mainly ofTended. — 

Par front coveiing his transgression, as Adam, he 

iliews not where to find expressions black enoiiffh \o 

wtHiatih the "fxtrcme odiousness of .his gnill. The 

i p o mtm of languaore fail him ; and, with the most e:> 

fmAre silence, he lays his har.d upon I? is mouth, his 

moillli-tn the- dust, as being unable to declare either 

tba'Ttstncss of the multitude of his iiiiiiiiities, or the 

''{rieronanesiu of their aggravation. 

^ To the words of his mouth corre?i)ond the r.ciif)ns 

I jnfUalife, and the resolutions of his hear!, now rent: 

than aln, as well as for it : thouofh once it was dear to 

htai ttthe apple of his eye. Begone, deceitful liistn, 

• be«^; too long you have prevailed against me by 

yo» bewitching influence. Farewell, ye glided 

■ UMRs, ye eoal-destroyers, ye murderers of mj' God ; 

iyed crinoson with his blood. Welcome, thou glori- 

"^••iBberty, that frees me from the bondage of cor;up- 

j' ttiit.' Now, every the smallest degree of moral evil 

I'thowa vile on his account; he abstains C\qwv ^n<i\^ 

Appearance of it; and care^uWy «Lvv>v\a Wi^ ^'^J^' 

r. 



iiucs of temptation. He docs not merely leliiiqiiiRij 
* IK* ^in, lliat with the greater freedom lie may indulge 
uiiotlici*, to which he is ciiiujlly adilieleil. For wn, as 
;-iiu*h, is the ohject of his aversion. But chiefly, if a- 
i>y inic|uily lias prevailed aij;ainsl him more than ano- 
tlicr, if any sin (here he tliat easily besets hira ; a- 
srainst this lie levels his oj)posilion, and cheerfully 
foregoes it. As the captive exile hastens to be loosed, 
and with a .joyful hearl forsakes his dun2;eon: so he 
abandons, with unreiuctant mind, what formeriy he 
loved. 



On hnig'cnng and thir.siingfor Rigltlco^isncss. 

HE thai hunp;crs and thirsts for righteousness is a 
liappy person ; w ho beins; convinced of the excellen- 
cy, suit ab Jen es!:?, and absolute necessity, both of a jus- 
tifying righteousness before God, and an edifyin;; 
rigliteousness before men, feels, in his own heart, a 
»?enso of its want, and a desire of sup])li^. 

Though, in comparison of the ^vtcked, who arc 
full of all unrighteousness, he is filled already with all 
3yi;oodness; yet, when he compares his own attaiot- 
ments in religion, with the superior attainnieiitf\ of o- 
Iher sahits, and especially with the just demands of 
the holy law, he looks upon himself as more brutish 
ihanany man; and that he has not the knowledge of 
Aiie hoi}'. Once, indeed, before the commandment 
cajne, he was i)nre in his own eyes; and as insensible' 
of th^universal pollution of his heart and life, as a 
beastly drunkard of his spots, though ins face and ga^ 
nients are all besmeared with mire and clay. Hut 
when the fumes of liquor are dispelle«l, he awakes a« 
out of a sleep ; discerns liiinself to be a monster of 
jHilIution ; and his own clothes do abhor him. He . 
now perceives that the former good 0))inion he had of 
hhnseU, was owing to nothing else but gross inatten- 
(ion to Uw i/uality of \u^ o\\vv\Yvitx\\., vx.vviL\v\\\jQ(.ciice of 
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tIioii;5lit. •' As when a luuiiiiiy nmn drearnetli, an J, 
brhoid, hc» eatolli; but lie anaktilli, and hiw soul I ^< 
empty : or nn when a thirsty man (h-eauieth, and, btr- 
liohl, he drinkcth; but he awaketh, and, bchoU!, he is 
faiut, and his sonl litith appetite." U'oes me^ ho cries, 
J am tmdcnc : I am a man of unclean lipti ; and^ where*- 
with shaU I come before the Lord? 

As hunsTcr lias reconciled men to the most incre- 
dible hanlships; and for a drink of water kincjdoms 
have been c?ive:i away : (lor hunger and thirst are vi- 
tal appetite?!, which, if tiiey are not supplied, will 
bring inevitable death:) so is this ^apiritaal and holy 
afipetite supreme, i)revalent, and tnumphant over all 
other desires. AVhat is jrold to him that is peri^^hin^* 
for hunger ? What is silver to him that is expirinj^ 
with thirst ? And what are thy enjoyments, O vaiu 
world, to this Inni^ry and tliirsty creature ? Tho per- 
secuted bart doth not more eagerly pant for the water 
brooks; nor didst tliou, O David, more ardently long 
fin* (he water of the well of Bethlehem, than the hun- 
gry and thirsty christian for his Savior's juytifying 
righteousness, and sanctifying S{)irit. He conteutK 
not himself with the hypocritical wish of ]>alaam, to 
'die the death of the righteous : nor with the lazy de- 
dm of the yawning sluggard, whose hands refuse ti> 
Mlor: but in the sweat of his brow, and exercise oC 
ehriitian diligf^nccj does he eat his spiritual brea<l. — 
Where the carcase is there does he go, with willing 
eteps, to the ordinances of Christ ; or rather to Christ 
hfaselfin them, in whom all fulne?^s dwells. 

When it is his meat and drink to do the will oL' 
Oed, how little he envies you of yom* dainties, that 
are the workers of inifpiityl His- hungering and his 
fUrsling is better than their feasting and carousing. 
O blessed hunger! O desirable thirst! of which to 
die were a happiness to be envied. But he will not. 
ButRMT the soul of the riirhteous to famish. Bread shall 
iegisfn them, and waUr shall be sure. For thus saith 
the voice of inspiration, '^ the Tiamb that is in the 
mUM of the throne bhull feed them, auvV *&Vi%W Vt^^ 
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in nnto livini; founlaius of waters.'^ But the wictj 
'' shall wander up and down for meat, aiid grudge 
they he uot satisfied.*' 



0.\ PrniTV OF HEART. 



PURITY of heart, id that holy disposition of thi 
soul whereby the christian, whose conscience is apiii^ 
Jvlcd with the clean water of Chrisfs atoning bloo< 
from the guilt of his iniquities, is inclined to hate ail 
de[)art from the pollution of all sin in general, and i 
particular from the pollution of fleshly lust^^. 

First, let us describe this holy disposition, ns o; 
posed to the predominant power of sin in genera I. - 
The pure in heart is a person who cannot satisfy h'ln 
f-cU with a ceremonial purity, like that of the anciei 
Pharisees, which consisted only in puUhi^ awaif tl 
fiUh of the flesh ; nor with a federal purity, which lie 
in church-meuibership ; nor with a civil purity, whic 
is no more but a freedom from scandalous sins ; ai 
may l:e entirely owing to a virtuous education, and 
restraining common grace. But the holy Spirit 
^lod hao created in him a clean heart, and renewei 
right spirit within hijn. He has seen the loathso 
nature of that abominable thing which Cod*s i 
hates ; of which the vomit of a dog, the poison f 
h(n*[it*iit, aud the putrefaction of a grave, arc but f 
cmbhjij... lie hits seen that all the facultie'4 of 
iroul ami body, all tbe periods of his life, and al 
tiioiiiihti-., hi>5 words, his actions, arc so deeply sti 
\\\{\\ thii^ moral coutapiion, that the |>iirc ej'es of 
^auaol tciiold him: yea, be loathes himself 
own ^ijibl. lie has st»on, that (his inbred com 
i-; ^o deeply ln;j;raincd in his nature, that all hi 
4 ndi'dvor.^ to wash out the deadly stain, wo 
t. ) vaiii, a.-^ inolViCtual, as to attempt, with c( 
v.Vtici-, to wash out tbe sriarlet dye, or the c 
ti'iivMij-e, from tb(>-»e *^armi'uts that have Iho; 



o3 

Lk in these vivid colors; or, as the £thio|>iaa 
lid think, by this feeble means, to change his hue, 
he Leopard his spoti?. He lias seen, that Jesus 
;st, by his word, by his blood, and by his Spirit, is 
jnly fountain opened for sin, and for uncleanness. 
hat came by water and blood, has, by his word 
Spirit, begotten in his heart a purifying faith, and 
rifyiug ho;)e; and made him, as the King's daugh- 
ill glorious within. It is true, he is not yet with- 
ill 8[M>ts or wrinkles ; but only without the ?poi.? 
sh are not the spots of God'y children. As a fair 
may have some clouds : a fair face may have 
; freckles; and a good field of corn may have 
5 weeds ; so the pure in heart may have eorce blc- 
les and imperfections. But as, by r.ctual aitaii:- 
t, he is purged from the reigning pollution of t^in ; 
J aident desire, and serious endeavors, he aspires 
r the perfection of pure and undefiled religioji. — 
Mumot boast that lie han already attained it. Ah, 
bathe wishes for it, he prayn foi* it, and he labors 
rit. 

But in a special manner, the ]uire in heart has, 
me good meauure, gained the mastery over those 
affections, and sensual indulgences of the flesh, of 
Bhitis a shame even to speak, and hanlly safe c- 
to reprove. — Uc remembers, that the pure eyes of 
iare always upon him, that the pure Spirit of God 
;b&t8 the temple of his boily ; that he is redeemeti 
I the precious blood of a holy and undefiled Re> 
Mr; and that he is the expectant of an incorrup- 
>i ndefiled inheritance, i^e cleanses his way, by 
ng heed thereto, according to the pure word of 
L 

Re hates the thoughts of impurity. If they are 
ed into tiis mind, he disallows them, he groan^l un- 
thein> and sufTers them not to lodge within him. — 
hates the wonl'3 of impurity ; the mire and dirt of 
itnaao, and foolish talking; which h as sure q.Vqv- 
of an impure heart, a» smoke tw^Vaxv^ itovft.Wv'^ 
meyhan indication o( lini on \\\Ci\vi^^v\^- "^^"^ 

E 2 



54 

hales the deeds of inipurify, hates them not onlj 
]:erpetrated by others, but if himself has been fo 
chargeable with them. He reflects not upon h 
follies with gloriation, or ^nth indifference ar 
lemorse ; . but with unfeigned sorrow and deep 
liatioii. He hates the occasions of impurity, 
l)ors to avoid them. Conscious of the infirmity 
flesh, and the treachery of his heart, he endea 
keep at a distance from the incentiTes to sent 
makes a covenant with his eyes, and ventures 
ven to the utmost verge of his christian liberty. 
His mind being first pure, is then peaeeabl 
he enjoys a holy serenity, which the impure s 
ist can have no idea of. The doctrines of r 
:ire plain and clear to his pure mind ; he hoi 
inystery of faith in a pure conscience. His pra 
iug pure, is fervent and effectual. -'His heari 
word is profitable, because he lays asideall fil 
and superfluity of naughtiness. All things a 
nnto him, because he is pure himself ;:when to 
filed and unbelieving is nothing pure: "Wou 
linow the sum of his happiness ? — You have it 
tktlared in one word, by the teacher who cam 
<ilod, to wliich nothing can be added, and aftei 
we need say no more, Blessed are the pure in hi 
^hcu shall see Ood, 



On holiness y its nature, excellency, andnecess> 

O DIVINE holiness ! or, shall we call t 
tlic name of goodness, or righteousness, or upri| 
iviLh what praises shall we extol thee ! Thou 
brightest ornament of the universe; more be 
than the stars of light, or than the roses that st; 
foot-steps of spring. The sun himself can h 
giory ill thy ])resence. 

Tiipu art the darWng xvUiVawle c^C the Dei 
bnglUcst f carl ot Jeho\a^'^ cio^ti^ ^aNX^swX 
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Tcliabod. were written on every other perfection — A- 
dieu to his wisdom ; farewell to his blessedness ; the 
absolute perfection of his nature is no more. Thou 
art that beauty of the Lord, which, above all, the 
saints of the Most High are desirous of beholding. — 
In no perfection he more rejoices. By this he swears. 
with thee the angels swell their notes ; when, with 
covered feet, because of shan^e ; and faces vailed, be- 
cause of reverence, they surround his throne. JFfo/i/, 
lutlVj holy is the Lord of hosts, they cry, the whole earth 
isfiiU of his glory. Omniscience is his piercing eye, 
omnipotence his powerful arm, and mercy is compared 
to his yearning bowels ; but holiness, is like the face 
and visage of tlie Godhead. 

Consult we his sacred oracles, what attribute is 
more conspicuous in every description of the Almigh- 
tg ? Read we the volumes of creation, he is holy in 
all his works ; the volumes of providence, he is righ- 
feons in all his ways, of mercy and judgment. — Search 
and 8ee>if there are not very distinguishing marks of 
the divine regard to holiness, in every providential 
way. " Say ye to the righteous, it shall be well with 
Um : but wo to the wicked, it shall be ill with him."" 
Witness ye angels of darkness, and ye damned spirits 
attest this truth : ^' The righteous Lord loveth right- 
eousness ;" which God hath written to your dreadful 
experience in fiery flames. O earjh, wherefore dost 
thmi groan, but because thou art the habitation of the 
ungodly ? And wherefore did the fiery deluge destroy 
your pleasaut dwellings, ye cities of the plain. Ye 
jofltified believers, whose iniquities are pardoned, whose 
transgression is forgiven, your Surety felt the effects 
of that hatred of sin which you should have experien- 
ced. Not all tlie vials of his vengeance poured on the 
heads of sinful men and angels, can half so loud pr©- 
eUim the holiness of God, as the sufferinois of the in- 
nocent and' lovely Jesus ; who therefore is represent- 
ed, by an inspired wriler, when testifyinz beforc-hafid 
of the.sutferinffs of CJirist, to turn U\>i m^vV\\.\\\ASNw\i>^^VL 
Itekoliuetis ofhiai that inhabiU VYie ijm^^'S v>S.\«^^'^'» 
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^ when grappling with the dreadful vengeance 
our iniquities ; " my God, my God, why hat 
forsaken me ? why art thou so tar from helping 
Am I not the son of thy love ? have 1 not d( 
ways the things that pleased thee ! Why dog 
hide thy face ? Why dost thou count me for a 
my, and deal with me as I were an egregious 
gressor ? But what do I say ? I am the surety 
sinners, by my Father's commission, by my ow 
sent. My sufferings are just ; are necessary, fn 
holiness of thy narufe : and for this amazing ti 
tion, thou shalt rejoice in the praises of Israel t( 
verlasting. 

As every disobedience receives a just recon 
of reward ; so his countenance doth behold tl 
right ; he will bless the righteous, and compas: 
with his favor as with a shield. O blessed Jesud, 
loved righteousness and hated iniquity,, and C 
ven thy God, did for this cause anoint tliee wl 
oil of gladness above thy fellows." And what 
the blessings of the followers of the Lamb, fn 
smallest crumb, to the ponderous crown of glo; 
the reward 6f holiness ; the reward of grace t 
implanted, of debt to their imputed righteou8n< 
Yea, even in the place of punishment, where he 
favorable no more, the kind regards of God tc 
ness and morality .will be demonstrated. Thos 
though far from righteousness, were not so ^ 
as others, shall wear a lighter chain than th* 
lowH, who have been guilty of more ati 
crimes. 

Ye sons of men, how long will you love vi 
How long will ye turn this glory into Khame ? 1 
perfection, how much art thou despised in the 
How rarely to be found in the living ; whetli 
search for thee in city or in country, in the lo 
l:?r<', or in the humble cottage ! How small the 
bf r of thy votaries ! This man aRccts to be U 
tliat to he /joliic) and rroUact \.c\ Vi^ ^N\V^'^ •. X^wV 

ie Ij'ji'y m ail muuacr ol coiivcic»i'dA\oTi. \^\. ^ 



reri jmro^, and without alloy.. " Thy ways aiv 
ntness, and all thy paths are peace." How 
y they reproach thee, wJio draw thy picture \\\ 
of melancholly, and looks of dark dis{|uietude ? 
her thou leadcst thy favorites by the still waters 
lltation, or bringest them to the house of prayer, 
kest tljcra He down in the green pastures of or- 
2es ; thj- joys are Joys indeed, which nothing 
y gives, cr can destroy. Joys that will abide 
5t ; noriliish the cheek of shame, nor render pale 
^11 1 under (hy kindly inlluence, what pleasing 
se 13 afforded to every rational power ! In those 

momenta, the soul, and all that is in us, is stir- 
I to magnify and bless his holy name, and all our 

to say, who is like unto thee ? Nor can the 

'nance dissemble the hcart-fclt satisfaction. 

; blczc of crackling thorns differs from the light 

day, sent from the sun's bright orb, so differ 
ly plieasurcs from divine. These leave behind 
Ings of fierce repentance ; can greatly triumph 
leatb, and ask the grave, where is thy victory ? 
Vhen Ihou witlidrawcst thy footsteps, the world 
t of joint, and all its foundations are out of 
)» Angels are turned into devils, and heaven is 
I into hell. For the retrieving of thy injured 
, the Son of God came down from his exalted 
\ ; and, in the likeness of sinful flesh, stained 
Dss Avitli his blooil. For the advancement of thy 
st, the word of (iod was written, and the excee- 
jreat and precious promises are left ujito us, that 
586, being made partakers of the divine nature, 
ly cleanse ourrjelvea from Jill filthiness of the 
iild spirit. And that our souls may be adorned 
thy glorious beauty, the Holy Ghost descends 
or hearts. 

By Ihee the righfeous is more excellent than his 
bor ; and the beggar with whom thou dwellest, 

honorable than the king upon the throne. 

n the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and 
liiBbitaats of the earth shall die, ^kw v^^'e^^'^^ 
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v^t into cternWy, ivhero God liath proparnl fof 
glorioiiH hahitalion. Wh<n lime, and laircrealk 
])erhnprt forji^ot, thou kIirU heain fortii in amiable 
;c<'nco, aud become an tlcniial excellency. 



ON PKACE OP CO-XSCTENCL. 

THE happy soul, in who^c heart^this pe 
God hath erected her throne, has firmly resolve 
Job, that holy sufTerer, that hin heart shall i 
proach him, with any approven guile, so lon^ 
liveH. He goes not about to pnfcli up a fatal pes 
twixt hia conHcieuce and his lusts ; (a very coj 
dreadful mistake ;) but if iniquity he in hin ha 
puts it far away. He loves the divine law wi 
nio«t ardent alfection ; — hearkenn unto its com 
rnents; — walks according to j<h unerring rule; 
walking in his uprightncsH, he enters into peaci 
Being pleasingly conscious of the integrity 
heart, he has this inward testimony for his rejt 
though he should hear the slan(lers of many 
conscience, like the wisdom that comes down f 
l>ove, is first pure, then peaceable. For, if ev 
imperfect morality of the Gentiles was attende 
much serenity and peace ; much more shall righ 
ness and peace kiss each other in Jiis renews 
spiritual mind ; whose conscience is pureed froD 
works, to serve the living God. 

But is his own defective rig]ileo:i?ness th 
rock on which he !)uilds his peace. ? ^IMien i 
of all things the most precarious and uncertain, 
he cannot but be consr/ious, how small a claim 1 
to the character of innocence ; and how he ricli 
serves, that the Almighty should write bitter 
against him. His conscience is not searc^d as' ^ 
liot iron ; but is endued with the most lively ( 
of sin, and its desert. Full often he has the sei 
ofdvaib in hinii-elf \ ami war ariseth against biu 
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X does he, but betake himself unto that blood of 
ikling that speakelh better, and more peaceful 
?8 than that of Abel. When thus his heart is spoken 
I thcwe most 2;eutlc accents, lie knov/s (hat ravish- 
Wight which an apostle stiles, 1h£ answer of a 
cmscicncc. lie ])cholds the crucified Redecm.er, 
akiu.s: peace hy tlie blood of his cross, \vlicn the 
tlsenient of our peace was upon him. Blessed 
(his noble view, he sits down with great delii;-ht 
r the shadow of his ri<rhteousness imputed : the 

? where he mi'kos his flocks to rest at noon. 

on the dove-like v, in2;s of faith, he flies far away 
the windy storm and tempest of an enraged 
cicnce : and flnds a quiet sanctuary, and safe re- 
in the clifts of the rock of ages. 

happy man, whose heart is thus sprinkled from 
r'il conscience ! From what a dreadful inmate is 
elivcred ! infimitely worse than a contentious wo- 
10 a wide Iiousc. Whilst those miserable wretch- 
lat are haunted by this most awful fury, niay fitly 
Nopared, even in their jovial hours, and best es- 

to those stately persons, adoined in the front 
all the decorations of the palace. You go in, and 
Id the abodes of misery, an<l the dismal dungeons 
lained malefactors. He w iiuse conscience thus 
ca peace, has sumclhing v,lth:n thai renders him 
rbrio ail adveiMly ; Ihat charms all fear and sor- 
Ereu his cotlat^e outvies the palace. His 
« attire outshines embroidered [lurple. An houst; 
f sacrifices, where .-.t rife of rciiscience is, may 
Bomparc with his ino^^t homely food, though it 
Id be uo better thrn a dinner of green herbs. To 
l}ie,BUii shines with a nuire pleasing liicht, the 

1 Biiig with moi-e n;elodious notes. Also be lies 
I. and his sleej) sh:;il be sweet. lie is not afraid 
Torby night; of '.l:c pestilence, tliat walks in 
Acea; orofde>tn:cilon, lhi:t wa>rtetb at noon-day. 
ugh he, like j^oud Joslah, shouhi fall by the slro!i«» 
wUleBWord in ihe I;.? tile; yet still his livU^iv ^v^vV 
nee. Breii the decisive houv o'i mV-wwiwV v.'^t^^- 
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nol appft] hiR licari ; because he shall be fou 
in jTcacc, without spot and blameless. 



ON JOY IN THE llOIiY GHOST. 

THIS excellent fruit of the. Spirit imy 
v{\ either as that habitual cheerfulness « 
ivhrch the sincere christian, under the in 
the Holy Ghost, studies to maintain upon 
Hions ; or, it may he considered as impo 
those ravishing sallies of pleasure and delig] 
aft apostle styles, j(n/ unspeakable, and fidl 
which are only indulged in some happy nion 
on special occasions. Let us begin with ih< 

It is true, his heart is contrite ; and riv 
tcrs have been known to run down his e} 
much, that superficial spectators may take 
man of sorrows ; a gloomy, melanchoUy crc 
But could they look into his heart, they wo 
full of the oil of gladness ; even when his 
full of the tears of sorrow. The smile of 
without, of conscience from within, cannot 
spire him with such cheering tranquility, as 
possibly result merely from the most excel k 
vature of bod}', or the most easy circumstanc 
world. He thankfully receives the gifts 
dcnce ; tastes in them that the Lord is : 
chiefly he rejoices in the word of the truth c 
})el ; and that his name is written in hca 
Cirod is his Father, Christ his Savior, and h 
inheritance. Be it so, that sometimes, throi 
?i:ency of wicke(J and melanchoUy spirits ^vit 
the too great prevalence of unbelief within, 
loo much way to a desponding frame ; he 
knows, that it is neither acceptable to God, 
to Christ, pleasing to the Spirit, honoring t 
p(^h edifying to hi 3 neighbor, or beneficial t 
t-ouh Af^k you the cordvTSiVa \\v:xV Owi'^x V^v 
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fipkits ? He meditates on God, nnd rcjoicrs under 
the shadow of his wings. He reads hit) hible, and 
finds it to the joy of his heart. He morli&es every 
known sin. He pours out unto God the sorrows of 
his heart. His countenance is no more sad. For God is 
fkTorable unto him, and he will see his face with joj^ 

Such is the habituaf serenity of mind he studieti 
to maintain. Such are the means by which it is pro- 
moted. But in some blessed periods of his life ; some 
happy days which the Lord has made ; his joy, like 
a iirer swelled by impetuous rains, bursts all its banks, 
inii carries all before it ; at once the joys, at once the 
•orrows of the world. When he obtains the mor^t 
comfortable intimations of the divine favor ; of his in- 
terest in the Redeemer ; and of his title to the hea-r 
Teoly inheritance ; O then how his heart exults !. how 
Ids countenance looks cheerful ! how the voice of me- 
lody is heanl in his tabernacle 1 Now every object is 
•it to fill his mind with highest rapture, livery per- 
hcdou of the divine nature ; every purpose of his 
wiO; eT«ry; sentence of his word; eyery operation Oil' 
hhhand ; every privilege of bis covenant, whether in 
klBd or hope, is a well of salvation, out of which he 
(4mwa water with joy. The birds mend their notes, 
•tht BOB his beams, the outgoings of the morning and 
•fiiiiig are made more joyful. All sorrow is ti'.rncd 
•iitojoy before him. Eyery desert rejoices. Every 
•iddemess blossoms as the rose. Evcijr mountain of 

['•iflieoinagement skips like a calf : Lebanon and Birion 
4ike a young unicorn. EvQry cloud is stamped with a 
4iiidnbow. Death loses his dart ; the gra\^ lays a^ide 
> her gloom ; and hell her chosen terrors. 

Great is the joy of ilie bridegroom, when lie i> 

l^in possession of his fair one ; of the mother, when 

(Jbcr pangs are over, and a man child is ho:n into '.ho 

fcWorid ; of the husbandmaii, when the labors of tl-c 
•faar are finished, and hir; barns filled with plenty ; ot 
the Mldier when a happy victory puts an end to the- 
bfif^iesof a tcdiouH car72pai8;n. But what id the joy 
of the bridegroom ? What 1.3 the joy of the chiid-bcdr 

V 
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riiiR woman ? What is llic joy of the har 
what i.s the joy oftbrm tlvit find great h 
artf any, what are all those joys, to the joy 
rcjciicea in Ihe Lord, and ih j^riad in the 0< 
valion ? Fur who can tell what ia include 
tliet or it giren by a blesRod npoHtle ? ** 
and full of glory." — If such O Lord, are tl 
what must be the harvest of that light w 
for the righteous, and gladness which is i 
upright in heart ? If in this vale of tears, 
ones RO greatly riyoire : who can conce 
prepared for them, in that state when the 
into thy beatific presence, where there 
joy, and pleasures fur evermore ? 



ON PLEASURE. 

NOR is the Christianas claim to plea 
parent. For, tiMl, he only knows to tast 
Hess of his lawful comforts ; and to enjoy 
factions that are common to his neighbor 
Who is it that makes the I)est of the w 
man of pleasure, who wallows in sensual] 
he does not use the world, but abuses it. 
seems, he but condemns his joys to deatli 
is sick ; his heaK is faint. Is it uny won 
abliorreth bread, and his soul daiiity n^ 
man ! he pines even in the mitlst of plent, 
)us nerves should l»e braced with strength 
fihould wanton in his veins; yet is his soi 
and consumptive. Hence wenriness of ( 
inipalicncr of thoiiglit ,* hence listless innb 
varittble inconstancy, dark cares, and In 
fetched from the l>ottom of 1h^ heart. 
Nurrounding objects sl.ould wear a face 
and seem fit to infl)>i:v every joy into the 
all in vain he desires to have, but he cai 
Hey obtahm, but his hopes are frustrated. 
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Dient he is a stranger unto. For he tastes not tbat 
God is good, in iiis earthly delights : and finds them 
but empty husks : — ^not so he that enjoys God in his. 
inferior enjoyments. To him the spi-iug wearg a more 
beauteous face, the sun, shines with a more pleasing 
light, the tulip assumes a deeper dye, and the rose a 
more fragrant smell. I make no doubt but the poor 
beggar Lazarus in the parable, who lay at the gate of 
the proud and- wealthy sinner, (whose name is jjuried 
in obJlrlon,) might taste more exqi:isite delight, in his 
scanty crumbs, and in healing tongues of the dogs, 
than the unpitying miser, in all his delicious fare. 

13ut there are pleasures appropriated to the true 
christian ; joys which no stranger intermeddles with, 
In the exercise of pure and undefiled religion, which 
ifl not only a heightcner of gur delights, but is itself 
the greatest of any. Even as the sun imparts a 
Wghtnesa to every other object, and is himself the 
brightest of all. Whether he contemplates the de- 
lightfiil truths and ravishing mysteries of the gospel ; 
vSb banquet of the mind, sweeter than all honey : — or 
pnetiBea spiritual duties towards his neighbor, or his 
8ed; when he prays with fervent supplication, or 
pnises with joyful lips, or hears in his lovely taberna- 
dee what God the Lord will say, or relieves the indi- 
gent tor his Redeemer's sake, and comforts the dis- 
teised;— or exercises christian graces; be it faith, 
thftt is attended with joy unspeakable ; or love, that 
in its own reward, and the fulfilling of the law ; or 
hfff that anticipates the joys above, in blessful ex- 
inetallon, the surest anchor of the soul : — or mortifies 
MsUy lasts : — or resists temptations, triumphing over 
tkem with christian magnanimity :— or endures affile- 
flonsb with a becoming patience and cheerful ree^igna- 
(ioB :— he tastes more solid pleasures than ever the 
■ensoaliBt could boast. Pleasures that are true in 
boition, fully answering the most sanguine expecta- 
thm. . Pleasures, whose repetition does not cloy, and 
their continuance is not clogged with satiety. Plea- 
wires, whose review fills not the cheek with blui&Ulav 
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leing honorable and glorious as the immortal soul, an 
pure as the joys of angeh. Pleasures, whose cods« 
t|iiences are not dangerous — to the body, by wastia 
its beauty, or preying on its health ;— to the reputi 
iion,4}y fiNing upon it an indellible stain ; — to the ei 
late, by making a shipwreck of it in the horrid gulf < 
jtrodicc'ility. Especially not dangerous to the soul; b 
clarkenJng the mind, fattening the heart, searing tli 
€on:>cicnce, and exposing to eternal 'vengeance.^ 
Vieasuri's, whose duration is not short; that ean liv 
in the winter of adversity, illuminate the valley q 
death, and pass info *eternity. 

He that is acquainted with them, may leave unti 
the guilty adulterer his impure thoughts, his wantoi 
looks, and his ai)ominabIe works ; at which the mid 
eight veils her face, aaH^the morning blushes. — ^Maj 
leave unto the beastly drunkard his flowing bowl, hii 
sparkling wine, his wo and sorrow, his babbling, Mi 
redneM of eyes, his wounds without cause. — Ma] 
leave unto the cursed swearer his bloody oaths ; whici 
neUher gratify the sense, nor afford the least equivi 
lent to countervail the damnation of the soul. — Mn; 
leave to all the sons of sensuality, who count it plefl 
sure to riot in the day time, their consumed flesli 
their sunk reputation, their beggared fortune, thei 
darkened understanding, their seared conscicnce.- 
Feared, did I say ? See there that miserable wreteli 
extended on the bed of death, who lived In pleaaqr 
<.»n ihe earth, and lulled his conscience asleep by 
tliousand opiates : but now, refreshed with her Ion 
blumbor, she awakes ; and, as a giant refreshed wif 
wine, she cries, she roars, she liflts up her voice like 
trumpet. The a^tonitihed soul hears and trembles.- 
While sin and sickness, a dreadful pair, join their foi 
ces, afjsaulting at once his body and soul ; where; ( 
ivliero shall he llee for help ? He perceives his dreac 
ful mistake, but cannot deliver his own soul. In a! 
the a£:ony of hopeless des])air, he resign* his x\U 
breath, «u<l dies without wi«douEi. 
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If another of these brethren in iniquity remains, 
even to the last, a stranger to remorse ; yet poor is 
tbe alleviation of his misery that he never lifts up his 
eyes, till he is in hell, being in torments. Ah, then t 
what avails him those fleeting joys of sen^e, which, 
though of short continuance, must now be expiated 
with everlasting pain I 



ON AFFLICTION AND CONSOLATION. 

■ 

MANY are the afflictions of the righteous, and 
fa on every side. Hear how an eminent apostle 
fries, mreUJudman that I am<, who shall deliver niefrom 

Kh^Ai of ^ death ? And another extraordinary aaiut, 
n Ai ffuut that have seen affliction. Into what deeps 
ChejF are often plunged b> sin, that worst of evils ? — 
Shall I qieak of the sin that easily besets them ; their 
firejomiiiant corruption, which can no more be van- 
f|il|fe0ed, than the Israelites could drive out the Ca* 
^Mnitea, dreadful with chariots of iron ! V/hat sighs 
ttpSlcheB from the bottom of their heart ! Not to men- 
Wfifi the trouble occasioned by scandalous outbreak- 
I^f(iS which waste the conscience, and might be dis- 
tpfMaful even to an unrenewed mind, from which the 
•ihlfii themselves are not exempted ; there are provo- 
tefiona, which otlicrs think of trifling nature, that 
Mjr a grisly aspect in tbe eyes of the tender-hearted 
fMnfinn When manifestations are abused, opportu- 
iiUiMl neglected, admonitions despised, convictiona 
Btitfed» Biercics and judgments not improved, how do 
t|iegr,waik mournfully before the Lord of hosts ! It la 
trae» the law cannot condemn them any more ; yet 
atiirU can convince and reprove. When Moses waa 
rid and stricken in years, bis eye waxed not dim, hia 
fav^ waa not abated. His law, though old, loses no- 
ffib% of its severity. Sometimes they go mourning; 
becanae of the oppression of tbe enemy oC ih^vt %^^^- 
tioD ; and the Comforter that g!\\o\]l\Cl t^\\^^^ >^^ 
»oylM MB iur aw&y. 
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Ifow freqiienUy ihey nre under fhe froi^ 
PmviiliMice ! Hnd thoii{;h nothing sceniH to befal 
hut whnt ifl rotntnon to men, tlio 'wormwood ai 
gall of their aftliction in not obvioiiH unto tlie < 
t\w worhl. PerhupM Wwy arc livin|( too much 
the powrr of Ronio particular eorni|)tion ; or hoiH' 
iniquity iH presented to iheni anrwin all its hon 
gnivationn. Their flcHh trcnihh>tli hccnuHe of 
and th(7 arc afraid of hin judj^nicntn. ComeH 
fienccaldy, O I^onl, in thitu thy vis^itation ? At 
cowc to brinv wy sin to remcnihrancc^ . and to .vA 
son/ aaid the widow of Zarcphatli. Wc arc 
^nltif convrrnini^ our brother, «aid (he diHlreHNf 
triarchn. Nor \» thoir adverHary the dc^vil for o 
ry idU? on Ruch occaaionR of temptation. Ints 
in tNe wildornt*HH, lilic Israol ; the devil, lilce 
raoh, rrHofveH (o purnuc them, and to revenge h 
upon them. — But who can- enumerate all the! 
rowH ? 

In Hurh circumRtancofl of dintresR, what h' 
hand Hhall pour the Imlm of peace ? To comfo 
hc^art w more tluin to make a world, Raid the hoi 
temtited fiuthor. (/onnolalion 1h a commodity c 
viMi, not l<i he imported hut frrmi the distant C( 
of Imnmmiel. It in CicmI alone, the Oml of pen 
ivliom rilmif^hly power lielongeih, that can ei 
tht* kohI. lie it is whom an iuMpired writer Rtyl< 
inoei of all consoiatitms, and the (Utd who emnj 
thrm that are cast down, The Father iahe who 
iiH, and hn(h ^iven uh ererlastinp: eouRolation. 
>^on irt the consolation of Israel ; the Prince "of |i 
And the true Noah, who comfortR ur concerniu 
work of our hamlR. For thiR end he became i 
of HtirrowH, and the thnsfiRcment of our pence w 
on him. Hut eminently the Ifoly fihoRtiRthc 
loi'ler, who, like the <love of Noah, flie« with the 
hram*h of pence, to aRsnre UR the winter Ir pas 
the rain is over anti gone. Miiu!*terR are indcc 
Jhvlpn^of y<»ur ji\v ; but it U God who wipea c 
tearti from olFall faces. 
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Whatsoever was written aroretiine, was writteH 
for our lostruction, that we through patience and com- 
fort of the scriptures might have hope. For this the 
Old, and for this the New Testament was written, 
that like two breasts of consolation, they might be 
ncked by the humble and contrite ones. But you 
an unable to lay hold upon a promise ; lo ! there is 
an attribute of God, an office of Christ, endeavor from 
thence to derive your consolation. 

ye heirs of the promise ! what strong consola- 
tion is allotted for you*by your heavenly Father ! — 
What divine peace; what unspeakable joy ; what full 
aawrance may you attain ! Even in your godly sor- 
loir, you taste most sweet refreshment, while you can 
iiy of laughter, it is mad. Rivers of waters did run 
down the eyes of the sweet singer of Israel ; and the 
■pirit of mourning isthe spirit of consolation also. — 
While here, you tread the vale of tears ; but with 
yoor rods, you have the hidden manna, which the 
World knowetb not of. Ye cannot indeed be assured 
•f a perpetual triumph. Yet may your peace stand 
[ inn with God, while you have none from Satan, and 
in the world tribulation. But, O ye children of the 
King ! why should you be sad from day to day ? Will 
the Kang of heaven be pleased with you to sit in sack- 
cloth in his gate i Is he an austere master, who 
gradges at your welfare ? Your Head is now a man 
^ joy a» once he was a man of sorrows ; and shall 
not ye rejoice with him, who are the body of Chri=it, 
aad members in particular ? Grieve not the holy Spi- 
rit by your dejected sorrow, who is the oil of gladness^ 
and he who seals you to the day of redemption. Give 
not place to the devil, that melancholy spirit, who be- 
ing himself condemned to feed on dust, sore envies 
you your hidden manna ; for we are not i^icnorant of 
his devices. What flaming christians might you be, 
who are now like the smoking flax ? What lofty ce- 
dars, who now only resem)>le the bruised reed, because 
you are not careM lo serve U\e Lov^. m\Xv ^^\\sfc^'3»^» 
for the joy of the Lord is yo\w i*ltei\c;\\\. l^jokc w. VV^- 
Lord, 1/e riglUcQus ; and cs;ain, I say>rcjoloc. 
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Te afllieted, tofi9e<l with tempests, ami not c 
fortcil, that walk in darkness, ami have no lit^lit ; < 
aider hovr the husbandman, when he commits to 
furrowH of the field his grain, the hopjDs of the ensi 
year; he waiteth lon^, and hath great patience fo 
till he receive the early and the latter rain. So, , 
■o, iiffhi is sown for the righteous, and gladness for 
upright in heart. 

Some comfort themselves with their lusfs ; p( 
with their worldly iiossessions ; the more rcfim^d 
ralists with their duties. BuC O ye sons of men, I 
Jong will ye love vanities ? How soon will 3 
springs be dried up, that are not su]>plic;d from 
Fountain of living waters ? As the flower of 
grass, your comforts shall perish; and as the goun 
Jonah Hhall they fade away, in the time of your gr 
est need. EHpecially yc who think to spin 01 
your iNiwels a robe of righteousnesa, to screen 
from the angry vengeance of Go<l, and pacify 3 
consciences with duties of 3'our own ; hut despise 
everlasting righteousness of the Redeemer; know 
your hope shall be like the spidcr'^s web. Whei 
the real christian, like the lilies of the field, he t 
not, he spins not; yet far outshines Solomon in 
his glory : far excels the bu.4y legalist, when vet 
with his most |H)mpous performances. 

Wo to you, rich meiiy who trust in 3''our hoar 
heaps : for ye have received 3'OHr consolation, 
ye that rejoice in iniquitjr, let your laughter be tur 
into mourning, and yo!ir J03' to heaviness. Al 
your fleshly mirth will Miwr bid you smile at dei 
nor turn 3'our pye undaunird on the grave. J 
what will 3-0U do in the owful judgment, when i 
will laugh at your calamity ; and t)ie merciful Me 
lor aflbrd you no relief ? "Because, when 1 cal 
ye refused ; and when I stretched out m3' handii 
would not rejranl.'* WbcTewilh shall we comfort J 
who arc strangers to tlie consolation of Israel ? 1 
is the children's bread, and tloirn must not partaki 
A precious oil it is, uo y^a-aMWjvxV Vte ^v^uVoNr \» 
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{ hold. We will not put this new wine into old 
ties, but into new bottles, that both may be pre- 

When others take up the timbrel and harp, and 
)icc at the sound of the organ ; O heavenly word t 
thon my consolation. And thougk weeping may 
lure for a night ; yet with the rising day, my joy 
urns. A joy the world gives not, nor takes away, 
hell ever}' pleasurable enjoyment besides shall Ian- 
nh and expire ; this passes over into eternity, great- 
triumphant over death and the grave. No more 
ill the countenance be sad, nor the eye dim with 
K, when the ransomed of the Lord shall obtain joy 
1 gladness, and sighing and sorrowing shall fle« a- 
h 



On locking at the things that are not seen. 

HE that looks at the things that are not seen, is 
ersoii who is endowed with a blessed and holy se- 
vi eight, by which he is distinguished from other 
a : and sees, not mournful objects, as coffins and 
pses; but such objects as are most cheering and 
fgbtful. The eyes of his understanding are en- 
itened by the Holy Ghost, to know the things that 
natural man perceiveth not ; the riches of the glo- 
of faia inheritance in the saints. Though the good 
I the bad things of this vain world are always pres- 
(jpn Ms senses, he is not chiefly influenced by 
asl as though they were the principal things. For 
■ things above, and the things that are eternal, he 
fes to be no less real for their being invisible, and 
tant; and unspeakably the most important of all 
er things. He firnily believes, frequently thinks 
highly esteems, anWntly desires, earnestly expects, 
I dIHgently labors after the enjoyment of them. — 

bestows the cream of his thoughts in medllaVviv^ 

n ttein ; and ialkn about th^tti) u^^ H ^^wV-v^^^^i 
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when he is not able to avoid the discourse, but 
rally, and with a ready mind. 

Some have thought him incapable of pa; 
sufficient attention to the necessary affairs < 
world ; as though one could not be fervent in 
without being slothful in business. But this is 
slander. For, moderate industry is. not a dlv 
from serious religion, but a singular help unto it 
the s])iritual man, who holds the plough, or h 
the axe, is, even in these common actions, nior 
than the carnal man in his most solemn devotio 

He esteems a man much more because he 
cious, than because he is rich : and can never 
duced to think, that f>roud Biuners arc happy, t 
they be elevated to the very summit of fortune 
would much rather choose to see his children i 
tinctured with the principles of true religion, th 
in a condition to make a figure in this world. 
is in adversity, he derives not his comfort from c 
enjoyments, but eternal things ; these arc the 1 
which he lifts his eyes, and from wht-nce conic 
aid. If he is in proBi)erity, his earthly Mof.sni 
liot the chief source of his joy and hnp;;inrsM ! 
this he rejoices, that his name is writi<!i in Iicai 

As he who ascends a high mo<'''f.ua. ;tiid fr 
top surveys the plains below, will r^i-ik !ara;c 
but inconsiderable s))ots of. land; .-'; i:^ ^'ho is 
these high places of eternity, uim'. *--iii rvAns 
with everlasting things, will regard ""j .'f. \ ■« -. di 
tive light, the most imi)ortant buuitf sk ^ v: (hi: 
sitory life. Hif^ mind acquires a s«':i'.'r.- ■ \v.-n, a 
elevated way of thinking, not to »u ev-.il / l.-'?..ci 
slight and trifling vanities. 

By this blessed temper of n^-rni hv. Is habi 
disposed to perform spiriuial dij'M ■ ; I he fro' 
struck from the brow of dnnth; Ir,-- lind is sti 
fortified against afflictions of rvi^\y s)rt; and thi 
of all temptations is moKi. v.'Xot i.: iMy blunted. H 
obtained a view of li:at iii(?lr:i!v glorious ])rizeo 
i^'gb caliing of Uud, \vi cw^uot possibly thinl 
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'.!. too snreat lo reac'i it. For Ihls lie cnn instanflv 
rc Goa clay anil nip;ht. For this he can both Jahor 
sihi'e;' reproc 'h ; take joyfully the spoiling of hi^^ 
ds; and somttiines even resign his breath in cruel 
ics. In vain dees this i?regenl world spread her 
idiehments:, and ;.rm her face with t>Gvrns, to 
IkS his steady purpose, who look^ not at the things 
: are fWen. Whnt though the advautagci) of the 
Id arc present, and the advantages of religion are, 
reat measure, future ; yet this wi&e and enlighten- 
ioiil is at no loss which he should prefer. For, an 
nnl advantage, thai will certainly come, is far to 
•referred to a present one, that is of a shoit dura- 
. — O faith, it is thine to realize and render pre- 
: the things thiit are invisible to the corporeal 
! whether by reason of the nature of the things 
nselves, or by reason of their distance from us in 
5 and place. By thee inspired, we can choose the 
7>e8t afilictions before the most poignant plea- 
a; and esltem the most grievous reproaches, 
.ter riciics than the peculiar treasure of most weal- 
kings. 



ON CHRISTIAN HOPE. 



LET us first attend unto those glorious objects at 
:h she throws a wishful eye. These are not the 
ig honors; the transitory pleasures; or the uncer- 

riclies of this world ; but what intinilely excels 
n all, the tMngs tht»t are not setn, that are eter- 
A\\ that is contained in the vaf-t mines of the 
nise, and in the bowe's of the Redeemer's rigli- 
eness, which is like the great mounti.ins; ail that 
omprehended under that mo.it cnipliutic?.! word 
rATiON; final perseverance in grace h^ie, »nd e- 
isdne joys hereafter : are the Mc^ iiigs she teack- 
lic christian to w?it for. Though sunoi.nd.ed with 
ildabie enemies, he lb ptrauviOlei vY\^'>l ^\m&>\ \itt\. v»^ 
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parate faioi from the love of Christ : and checks eyer] 
distrustful thought. Hope thou in God, my soul, h 
says ; for I tfhall yd praise him. If he takes a solita 
ry walk in the church-yard, and views the silei^ 
Ifraves, and moiiMering bones ; and considering hit 
latter end, recollects how soon even his bones shaj 
be dry, and for his part he shall be cut ofT : tbougl 
'lieadlong sense, and unenlightened reason, would sag 
gest that man lieth down, and awaketh not again 
though there is hope of a tree when it is cut down, h< 
sees with joyful heart the prisoners of the earth emei 
ging from their long confinement; and with joyful lipl 
he utters that most blissfull expectation ; '^ thou idl 
»hew the path of life ; in thy presence is fulnes 
of joy ; at th^y right hand are pleasures for eve 
more." 

Whilst he thus anticipates the joys above, hi 
towering hopes are not supported by the sand. Fo 
God, and Christ, and every smiling promise, is U 
foundation. But chiefly, he is begq^ten again to tU 
lively hope by tliy resurrection, blessed Jesus. The 
sirt the rock on which he casts this anchor. Ai 
shall I call the faitliful promises of the word, the r 
bles that secure it ? He shuns alike the abhorred g 
of despair ; and the dangerous rock of presumpti 
infamous for shipwrecks. And by the gentle brei 
ings of the heavenly wind, he is wafted at length : 
the fair havens of life and immortality. 

What storms of adversity Avili ho not defy, ha 
this hope a^ an anchor of the ?ouI 1* W hat fight o 
flictions can he not endure, ilefended by thib im' 
trali-e helmet? whilst he poises lh<^ exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, agnin.st his light an 
meutary sufferiniiJ^B ; p gainst the spoiling of hia 
the better and enduring substance ? If, for thel? 
Israel, he is bound ia chains, he glories in his f 
Amid the ocean of etern*'! delights, sunk are I 
rows of the world ; ': ! in a sea of honey, a dro 
nogar is swallowed up and lost. 
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Animated by this same grace, he stirs up himself 
ery duty ; and is not slothful in the business of 
ilvation. Whilst he hopes for thy salvation, O 
he does thy commandments. The bringing in 
s best hope, strengthens his weak hands, and cou- 
his feeble knees. 

How greatly he disdains to wallow in the puddly 
I ! The darts of temptation fall ineffectual to the 
id. In danger he is courageous ; in sorrow he is 
rate ; in duty he is diligent ; in tribulation he i* 
nt ; and even in death he smiles. 



On the vain hopes of tlu hypocrite, 

3 THE vain and presumptuous hopes of sin- 
, You inherit the kingdom of heaven ! You as- 
to the hill of the Lord ! You enter into the hea- 
' Canaan, and inherit his holy mountain ! Who 
mrighteous : — who are of an Egyptian nature, 
jring after the onions and the garlic ; — whoso 
i are not c^lean ; — whose hearts are not pure ; — • 
ire alienated from the divine life : — who are dren- 
in sensuality; — who are estranged from the 
) ; — who say to the Almighty, depart from us ; — 
e carnal minds arc enmity againr>t God ; — never 
d for himself; — never made meet to be partakers 

I undeiiled inheritance ; — never wrought for thi« 

ime thing. Go seek a Mahometan paradise. 

tianity affords you no ground of hope. These 
regions of blessedness will eternally exclude 3'ou 
thcdr blessed abodes. Ye grovelling sons of earth, 
oever deemed yours-elves strangers and pilgrims 
; who embrace the dunghill of this world as your 
>n; how can the eternal P^Iajesty but be asliamed 

II himself your God 1* How can his heart be tow- 
you ? How can he make you cleave unto himself, 
e fprdle to the loins of a man ? Co reconcile 
with darknei^s. Bid fire and walet v\\qv.\\\\ wwv^vv- 

G 
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al eiiibracea. Then may rjorhteousness and unrigb- 
teousnesB have fellowship together. Then may Christ 
and Belial asrree. Then may evil dwell with God,* 
and the foolish stand in his presence. 

Make the absurd and impossible supposiiion, that 
the eternal Sovereijrn should reverse his high decree; 
— should bely his faithful Avord, rescind his threaten- 
ing; — or, which is all one thing, should set open unto 
you the door of paradise, and admit you into that place 
of blessedness; yet where could you fly from the guilt 
of your consciences? where from the carnality of your 
hearts ? 

"Where, from the guilt of your consciences ?. If 
you ascend to heaven, lo ! it is there ; as well as tho' 
you made your bed in hell. How couldst thou hold up 
thv ashamed countenance towards his awful face ? — 
Would not his pure eyes flash confnsion upon you, 
and strike you through with a dart, when you touched 
this mountain of his holiness ? 

But thor.gh thy conscience, O wicked man, were 
supposed to be as secure then, as now it is ; still ]ia|>- 
piness is far removed from thee. For, Avho Avill re- 
concile thy carnal heart to the spirituality of heaven- 
ly joys ? 

O ye delightful mansions of the blessed, how 
would your charms be lost on him, whose soul within 
him, were full of sin, the abomination that maketh de- 
solate ! 

What consolation could he lind in the society of 
the heavenly inhabitants : there are the holy angels. 
There are the spirits of the just, escaped from a sinful 
and vain world. There are the general assembly and 
church of the first-born. You never loved them here. 
You despised and hated them, when their holiness 
was but imperfect. You hated and despised them for 
the sake of their holiness. How can you take plea- 
sure in their company, when they are perfectly lifcc 

HIM ? 

Nor would the employment of the redeemed con- 
tluce one whit more to tUy happiness, O unsanctified 
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•oull How.coultlbl thou dwell witli evcr-ncw dt li^hl in 
the Gontemplation of that God, wlio was not in all thy 
thoughts ? — Of that Redeemer, who was? liespleed and 
rejected by thee ? — Of these awful mysteries, which 
were never revealed unio thee in their native sweei.- 
Xiess and glory ? How couldst thou Join in the Bonf]; of 
lalvatioxi, when the voice of melody was never heiird 
in thy dwelling ; and praise in thy lips was never 
comely ? 

Be merciful, O God, to miserable sinners. 

Rouse them from their slumber. Awaken them from 
their delirious dreams of happiness hereafter, Avitliout 
a present participation of thy divine nature. O gra- 
cious God, eniif^liten their eyes ; convince them of 
their fond delusion, before thou vindicate thy own ho- 
liness and truth with fiery indignation. For, " thou 
art not a Goil that hast pleasure in wickedness, nei- 
ther shall evil dwell with thee; the foolish shall not 
ttand in thy sight. Thou hatest all workers of ini- 
(joity. Thou wilt destroy them that speak leasing. 
Thou, Lord, will abhor the bloody and deceitful 
man/' 



7%^ character of a ht/pocrilc. 

HE is a pretender to those good qualifications of 
which he is really destitute, and a disoembkr of those 
vices which he secretly practises, lie is that in the 
church, which a knave is in the stale. The one is 
not fit for civil society ; nor the other for christian 
coinmunion. Were he to appear in his real colors, 
men would clap their hands at hiir?, and hiss him out 
of his place. Therefore he paints liis face, like Jeze- 
bel, with a varnish of goodly words, of sanctified looks, 
of actions seemingly benevolent and devout. He 
prays with great fluency of expression ; you would 
think him an an^cl for fervency and rapture ; but it 
ifl only iu the presence of otheis. K.\i^ N^iv^W!^\^-^ 
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wor<ls are flaming, his heart is ice. He gives alms in- 
deed, hut must alwajs take witnesses upon it. He it 
very punctual in going to church, where he seats him* 
self in some remarkable corner, in order to attract all 
€yes upon himself. He seems to be all attention and' 
composure : he lifts up his hands and eyes in a reli- 
gious manner ; or coV'ers his face, or heaves a sigfa, 
or lends forth a p;roan. O how mightily he is impres- 
sed with the sermon, if you believe his face; while, 
in the meanwhile, he is induliL^i^sg his lusts, and hit 
licart going out after his coveteousneas ! 

Wlieu he fasti? he assumes a sorrowful air, and a 
disr-gurcd face; and is grieved for sin as much as th« 
biih'ush when it hangs the head. When he is in reli- 
gious company, he talks of hla experience, the plnguei 
of his heart, and comjdains of the great decay of reli- 
{',ion in the day. — He is a most uncharitable censurer 
of others, while he practises far greater villanies liim- 
self. 

All his religion, at least the greatest part of it, it 
l.Ti behind him in the temple, or in the street ; for he 
neither carries it to his family, nor to his closet. — He 
is like the rainbow, whose glorious colors are reflected 
from a dark vapor, only wlicn the sun shines. Not- 
WjtbstaRiling his ostentation, he hates the light ; and 
refuses to come into it excej»t when his mask is on. — 
He cannot endure a minister, who rakes into his eon- 
aciencc ; nor a christian friend, who gives him faithful 
admonition. — When he is rei>rove(i for any mi9ca^ 
ri.ige, he says (o the reprover, it ir^ none of your busi- 
ness ; meddle with vour own matters. Were it not 
lor his earner <lesire of aj)j>lauKe from men, and the 
roaring of lii^ an^iry conscience, he would bid adieu 
to all the dulies of religion, whether private or pub- 
lic. 

His most admired and pompous services can find 
no acceptance with God ; and his most fervent devo- 
tions arc no more regarded, than if they were the how- 
liiijTJ of a dog. — What is all his religion, but like the 
kiaa i/k Ju&dYj^ or the bowing of the knee by the cruel- 
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era of the Lord of glory ? He makes God an idol ; 
lid considers tlie creature like a deity, whom he wor- 
blps and serves more than the Creator. He is like a 
rave, which may be covered by a wldte sepulchral 
:one of polished mar))le, and engraven with some ly- 
ig panegyric for an epitaph ; but within a ghastly 
orpse presents itself to your eye, or noisome stench 
ffends the nosfril. 

The longer you grow in his acquaintance, yoirfr 
»spect for him will lessen ; and at length, perhaps, 
ill turn to a just hatred and aversion. For he is 
)metime8 disceruod and despised by men, but always 
yGod. 



The characlcr of a sincere chrhlian. 

HE is one who needs not affect to appear in a 
baracter foreign to himself; nor to conceal that'cha- 
leter which really agrees to him. He studies 1o ap- 
rove himself to God, and docs not value himself upon 
le applause of men. Fame and reputation he will 
ot court, but will deserve them. He will not htint. 
Iter them, but they will follow him through the deep 
9t shades. His real glory is not obvious to any ej'i*, 
it the penetrating eye of God, who delights in him, 
iproves him, and commends him. When he prays, 
9 pours out his heart ; when he praises, he makes 
elo4|r in his heart unto the Lord. And his heart is 
ig;ger than his words. He is not an enemy to public 
^ligion ; but secret devotion is an essential part of 
18 happiness. He not only mourns over these sins 
hich himself has committed, as Ahab did ; but he 
ments for the sins of others, of which he is personally 
inocent; like Christ, who wept over the sins of Jeru- 
ilein> though himself knew no sin. He indeed re- 
nds every the smallest preccfit of (he law ; but when 
e ttthes mint, anise and cummin, he neglects not the 
eigbtier matters. Ue is not Cov dlvvW^ x«V\«^<^\i^ 

ti2 
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)ike the pretended mother of the child, who ther 
Tidenced she had no interest in the babe. T 
he has the remainders of sin in him, hypocris 
excepted, he has not a heart and a heart, nor i 
monster with a double mind. His religion is m 
fulsome compliments of a well bred gentleman 
is your humble servant, glad of your welfare, 
extremely sorry for your slightest inconven 
but like the tender affection of an ingenuous 

As the beauty of Absaloin surpassed the 
ings of Jezebel ; so does the holiness of the i 
christian excel the painting of the hypocrite, 
not like a smoky chimney, with a marble frontis 
jior like a rotten grave, with a marble monumen 
like a mountain replete with precious ore, whi 
haps, the surface is barren and unsightly. He 
not want to bring dgwn the w6rd of Ood to 1 
vate inclinations ; but is desirous of bringing 1 
vate inclinations to be judged by the law and t 
timony. He is not ashamed to own, that he wi 
in an error ; nor afraid to know the worst about h 
but, on the contrary, it is the language of big 
what I know not, teach thou me. 

Though he is far from ostentation on tl 
hand, and prudent enough not to blaze abroad 
erct faults on the other; yet he loves to come 
light, and needs not be ashamed, though all th< 
were a sun. Though he should not, with I 
build seven altars, and offer up a bulloqk am! 
on every one; but, like Abraham, content ! 
with one altar, and a single victim ; yet is hi 
fice accepted. His turtle-doves, and young p 
are no \e^s grateful than thousands of rams. S 
purple, and even goats hair, for the service of his 
ary, are not despised of the Lord, when his circi 
ces canuot afford precious stones and gold. — 
ward groans, his secret sighs, are a powerful rl 
effectual and fervent. He puts their tears in a 
and a cup of cold water, given to a thirsty d 
gkaJl not lose its rewaxd. UU rejoicing is tb 
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mony of his conscience, when he hears the scorning of 
the people. Death, with all his grisly features, can- 
not stare him out of countenance : and he needs not 
be afraid of the awful judgment. Though like Josiah, 
he should die in battle ; yet he comes to his grave in 
peace. 



ON CHRISTIAN PRUDENCE. 

THERE is a prudence which is so essentia] to 
the being of a christian, that it is but another name 
for that faith by which he lives. He that is wise un- 
to salvation ; he that knows thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent ; he that is in- 
Stracted in the kingdom of heaven, to understand the 
truths he should believe, the duties he should practise, 
and the happiness he should pursue ; he — he is k pru- 
dent man, though he should be neither a wise econo- 
mist in matters of this world, a plodding statesman, 
nor a cunning artificer ; for his God doth instruct him 
to discretion ; and though a fool, in his own and o- 
thers opinion, he errs not in the way of holiness. 

But there is a prudence of a much narrower 
kind ; which, if it be not essential, is liighly ornamen- 
tal to the christian, in the whole tenor of hia life. 

By this he does not so much avoid immoralities, as 
improprieties of behavior ; which, though they should 
net make him guilty in the eye of God, would, not- 
withstanding, render him contemptible among men. — 
In him the wisdom of the serpent is happily mar- 
rM with the simplicily of the dove ; whilst he de- 
fends himself from the injancs of the woritl, without 
Saeaning the guilt of being himself injurious. 

There is not perhaps any one description that 
tBomprvhends more of his real character, than this, 
tbati^ heart discerns both lime and judsrnient. It is a 
maxim worthy to drop from the pen of the v.iscst of 
all men, '* that for every thing Ihete \a t\. ^^'aoiw^ ^vvJw 
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a time for creiy purpose und^r heaven.'' T\ 
cellent precept he well underBtands, as knowin 
let an action be ever so good, if it is misplace 
thrown out of its due order, it gathers an awkwa 
and exposes to contempt. 

He knows when to be serious, and wher 
cheerful ; — when to be zealous, and when to be 
rate ; — when to be deliberate, and when to be 
— when to be singular, and when to be conforo 
when to speak, and when to refrain from speali 
when to reprove, and when to commend ; — w 
give, and when to withhold ; — and never car 
a good grace, become the object of contempt ai 
sion. 

For, by this prudent timing of every wor 
action, he appears to every impartial spectator e 
but not dumpish ; — cheerful, yet not frothy : 
ous, yet not fiery ; — moderate, but not lax : — 
rate,* but not lazy ; — active, but not rash ; — si 
but not nice ; — courteous, but not cringing ;— 
but not proud ; — frugal, but not covetous ; — i 
but not superstitious ; — resigned, but not uegli§ 
fixed, but not dogmatical ; — liberal, but not pi 
He speaks, but he is not talkative. He ke 
lence, but he is not sullen. He reproves, I 
breaks not the head. He commends, but he pi 
up. His words are few, but they are as goads, 
nails fastened in a sure place. Sometimes, ; 
he may be betrayed into an improper action, w 
trusts too much to his own understanding, or gi< 
reins to his unruly passions ; than which thei'e 
greater adversaries to prudence of every kind 
he improves even by his blunders, whilst with 
he recollects them, and resolves against the Ml 
ures in time coming. He searches the sen 
which can give even to the young man kno 
and discretion. He mortifies his lusts, and moM 
his passions. He maintains a life of communioi 
iJod. * Therefore shall he guide hjs affairs wii 
cretioQ unto the end ; tberefot^ sU^jiU he deal pi 
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ahall be extolled, and be very high. Gooil 
lall rejoice to see none occasion of stumbling in 
ind thoy (hat desire occasion shall be ashamed> 
e it is cut ofT. Go thou and do likewise. 



ON CHRISTIAN DILIGENCE. 

HI5 diligent christian is a person who looks up- 
s as the most invaluable of all treasures, and up- 
ealvation of his soul, as the most interesting 
18 of life. He assigns not Ihe dregs of his time 
sxercise of devotion, while the flower of it is 
.ed unto the pursuit of worldly employments ; but 
66 God with the best he can afford. He does 
' unto the duties of religion, as the partial chris- 
rthe apostle James said to the poor man in vile 
t, when he came into their assembly, stand ye 
>r, sit here, under my footstool ; while the du- 
his civil calling are invited, with the man that 
:he gold ring, and gay clothing, to sit in a good 

He seeks first the kingdom of G04I, and his 
DsnesB ; and other things can only claim a se- 
|r care. Like Solomon, he first builds the house 
, and then his own house. As the shekel of the 
try was double to the common shekel ; so, in 
Iters of eternity, he doubles the diligence that 
in the matters of time. Religion is not his by- 
lor a matter of mere amusement, which he may, 
not attend unto, a.^ he pleases. He knows that 
ibor there is profit ; and that neither the bles- 
r providence, nor grace, will fall into the mouth 
rawniug sluggard. 

3st thou not see, O my soul ! with what incea- 
il the children of men acquire their worldly 
f what dangers they tlcfy ? what difficulties 
irmount ? with what laborious efforts they hew 

themselves broken cisterns that can hold no 
* They put forth their hand upon the rock^ ^tid 
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OTerturn Ike rery mounlaing. They are not ai 
killing damps, nor overflowing floods, that th< 
may see every precious thing. And shall I no 
more give diligence to obtain the prize of my hi 
ling, which cannot be valued with the gold of 
the precious onyx, or the sapphire ? How is h 
with conscious shame at such a thought ! that i 
vanities appear with more attractive charms 
eyes of worldly men, than the things above 
eyes; and should inspire them with greater a 
obtain them ! — But especially, when he consid< 
fihame, the pain, the sorrow, and the unknov 
nies of the kedeemer, to compass our salvati 
can no more regard it as a matter of indiflcrenc 
cost the Savior so.dear. Did he think my sa 
worthy of so much blood ? and shall I think it 
of no more but a few languid endeavors, slothful 
lazy desires ? He looks upon no time as inca{ 
religious improvement. £/eu the seasons of i 
avocations are sometimes blessed seasons of 
course with heaven. As the image of Cesar \ 
stamped upon tbe smallest coin, as well as th< 
est ; so the beauty of the Lord his God is s 
upon the minutest actions of life, and establish 
ry work of his hand. 

Holiness, like a beautiful and shining v 
spread over the colorings of a picture, impaKs 
venly lustre to his whole conversation. Ins 
contriving excuses to blunt the edge of the p 
and still the clamors of his own conscience, wh< 
ed to any necessary duly, he opens his mou 
pants for God's commandments. He leaps uy. 
mountains, and skips over the hills of ditlicuU; 
esteems every day lost in which he has done i 
for the glory of God, the edification of his neigl 
his own salvation. The time which is empio 
others in vain jangling, and the canvassing 
controversies, he bestows upon the mortifying 
earthly affections, and holding fellowship with « 
When •ngagcd in prayer^ gr any holy duty, be 
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lioly const raint upon the backward flesh ; he ralliei^ 
his wandering thoughts, awakens his drowsy powers ; 
ftnd takes, as it were by violence the kingdom of hea- 
ven. He considers no attainment of religion as fit to 
be rested in ; and, in the matters of salvation, he 
makes exception to the rule, be content with 6t€4!h things 
as you have. 

When old age shall clothe his head in snow, and 
furrow his face with wrinkles, the retrospect of his 
past life will not resemble a barren and unsightly de- 
sert, but a cultivated garden. He is a credit to the 
feligion he professes ; and in some good measure, by 
his edifying life, and confirming conversation, supplies 
the want of miracles, liut though he works out his 
ewo salvation with fear and trembling, it'is not by his 
•wn strength ; nor does he look upon his diligence, 
iMywerer great, as meritorious of eternal life : for, as 
Christ hath wrought all his works for him ; so it is 
6od that worketh in him both to will and to do of his 
food pleasure. « 



ON SLOTHFULNESS, 

Off Ou christian stirred up to diligence and activity, 

» 

OPEN thy drowsy eyes', thou yawning sluggard, 
•piing from thy lazy couch, on which thou turnest, 
like the creaking door upon the hinges. Is eternity 
WMlhiog ? Are heavenly joys of such a trifling na- 
hxt\ are hellish torments so ea?y to be endured ; that 
iaiat eiuleavor-i, languid resolutions, empty desires, 
are a sufficient method to lay hold upon the one, and 
to avdd the other ? 

See with what unwearied diligence the children 
af this world prosecute their temporary interests. — 
They rise np early ; they sit up lale ; they eat the 
h««ad of sorrow. For what ? To acquire either the 
necesMtfks, or the superfluities of this present transi* 
toiy Oft s whether their taste be riches, or U^ixQt^^i 
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l^leasure. What hard^rhips will the seafaring im 
iuse. to undergo, upon the howling waste of watc 
nimated with the prospect of heaping up silver t 
dust ? They arc not deterred from their steadj 
]»ose, though you should represent unto them, in 
liest images, the chosen terrors of the great < 
though you should remind them of the roaring 
pests, the treacherous rock, or latent quickf 
dreadful to ships, they are not discouraged, 
desjdse the southern heat, and the northern c< 
Tliey regard not the lahors of the day, nor the \ 
ings of the night. 

Shall we mention, next, the incredible fatig 
the campaign, while the soldier pursues his v 
fame and glory, through * troops of hostile spea 
'gardless of the fierce countenances of the enem; 
flashing of the swords, and the tl\|inder of the r< 
f^ngines, which spread desolation all before the 
With what amazing activity; with what inten 
plication, are the intrigues of statesmen planne 
executed, while they seek ■ for glory, honor, ai 
mortality ? Alas ! shall these be wiser in their 
ration, in matters of time, than the professed ch 
of light in matters of eternity ? 

But dart your eyes, down to the centre, to 
accursed spirits who dwell in darkness, and an 
idhed with an everlasting •destruction, (for even 
nemy may thus befriend us with instruction,) 
what vigilance they work in the children of dis- 
ence ! with what diligence they exert themsel 
dishonoring of God, in destruction of men, while 
traverse the earth in quest of mischief, as the h 
lion paces the desert round and roimd, if haply h 
iind a beast of chase whom he may devour ! 

Throw next your eyes toward these hap| 
gions where angels reside, and where the spii 
the just made perfect eternally reap the fruits ol 
Redeemer's purchase. With what alacrity th 
his will ! Swift as the lightning's glimpse they 
tfaey jfly. Hear bow tbey swell the note in the t 



phalli song of Moees and the liamb ! How niinT>iv* 
they touch the vocal siring^ ! BoUi day i\m\ iii'dit 
they persevere ia their exalted exercise, ivhile they 
serve hun, witli utmost ardor, in the tein[;)e of the 
akiee. 

But (hough the rational creation were rlumb, liu>. 
ioanioMitc creation would cry out a^raiui^t the Hlothful 
christian. The gohlcn bou rejoices hs a i4troiin; man 
to run a race, and^calls you to run the race tiiat lii sei. 
The silver moon witnesses against you in the he&- 
Tens, as she walks in brightness amiihtt the sparKlini; 
■tars. All the rivers run into the sea, which con- 
stantly either ebbs or How^, but never stagnates in la- 
sy slumbers, never fails to wash the shore with his 
returning tide. 

The God whom we serve is tire living €lod. A* 
my then with this deadness and Ibrmality. '' Ilast 
tiKW not known, hast thou no^t heard, that the ever- 
lasting God, the Creator of all the ends of tiie earth, 
I faintsth not, neither is weary," iu constantly ui^hold^ 
mgt by Ids all-powerful word, this universal frame of 
■ nature ? The reins of -government, whether in the 
natural or moral world, he never drops from IiIh banc) ; 
but» by his powerful energy, directs Ihehr various mc- 
' tkms, in such mysterious sort as his etertml wiri- 
imn did contrive. Shall man, that noble crca- 
toie, the peculiar ^lory of whose nature is to wear 
the dfyine resemblance, to be the very imace of hU 
■afcer* shall he so far degenerate from hift all-perfect 
pattarn, as to give up himself to a lar.y torpor, and 
riooieful inactivity ? 

All beings in tlie circle of existence, from the 
fe%h Creator unto the meanest creature, with one liar- 
nranienB voice, awake thee from thy slumber. Go to 
the ant, the little, the des]>icable, and yet laborious 
•at I eonsidcr her ways, O thou slutr^ardl her painful, 
fcndent ways ; con raider of them and be wise. 

Ye have the prophets and the apostles of the 
liOnl for jour eii-amplcs. The nofilc roin|)any of 
uiBHyHf and &1I the aunctilied on^d YiVkv^ W\^ ^g)\v': 

II 
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before yon, wha have finished tlieir course, 
fought the good fight, v»iio hare kept the 
now, through faith and ]>atience, inherit lh< 
But a greater than any saint or apostle, ( 
juartyr, is here. For, consider the apostle 
priest of your profession, Christ Jesus ; wh 
Inculcated by his doctrine an iioly fervor ai 
in matters of eternity, but exemplified it in 
Arduous was his work, and difficult was h: 
l:ing ; yet he did not faiU nor was di 
till he could say, U isfmisked. Had he bee 
ihen wo had been to us, here and hereafter, 
about doing good in the days of his Jiumiiit 
suffered no day to pass, in which he did i 
r.Hsh some part of the work which the Fa 
Jiim to do. Retired upon the solitary mo 
prayed whole nights away, llow fervent 
dressed the throne of his Father ! Row p; 
he declared the name of God unto his bretli 
the listening crowds were lost in deep Mien 



ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME* 

O TIME, how short is thy continua 
uncertain thy stay ! 

Indeed, if we compare thee with the 
fashions of this world, thy face is full of wri 
thou art the oldest of things ; yet art thou 
fant in comparison of eternity past ; yet ai 
% moment in comparison of eternity to C( 
many thousand years ago, the I'oice of the 
gave thee birth, when he spake, and it was 
commanded, and it stood fast. — T eta little 
voice of the arch-angel, and the last trump 
«hall give thee death, and thou shalt be n 
But, O how scanty is the share we have e' 
short duration ! To us thou dwindlest dow: 
score years and ten ; nor can we assure oi 
reji of thiB little span. 
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WJii!cwc, poor drcam'uig mortals, supinely yawn 
on our beds of sloth, forgeti'ul of the liiOicult and ne- 
cessary work of our salvation ; thou holdest on ihy 
Durelenting career, swifter than the weaver's shuttle, 
the nimble arrow, or the eagle that hasteth to her 
prey. 

None ever beard the tread of thy nimble feet, nor 
tke Boundinfi; of thy wings. Though men have given 
tbee a tongue, and thou speakest not once or twice, 
but twenty times in a day ; yet man percsiveth it not. 
We never remember, that the striking of the clock is 
the knell of our departed hours ; and we say, with 
the sluggard, *•*' yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a 
>little folding of the hands to sleep.^' 

Could we recal thy steps, could we retrieve thy 
losSt perhaps oar folly might admit some shadow of 
ncaae. If our work might be accomplished with the- 
tflgbteat application ; and if we were not at all ac- 
•outable for the improvement we make of this most 
pracious talent, then might our shameful prodigality 
be a more pardonable error. But since all those hopes 
tre the most foolish and chimerical which can possi- 
bly enter into human breasts, to whnt shall we a- 
seiibe our listless languor, but to the most desperate 
infktuation and stupidity ? 

• • Happy the man who has a heart given hiin to use 
(his price put into his hand to get wisdom ; and who 
M.skllled in the holy merchandise of redeeming the 
lime! There are jtwo maxims to which, in the courss' 
jif his life, he stedfastly adheres. 

• The J5rv£ is, that no space of time is to be left 
wholly blank and void, but every part of it ought to 
he'llUed up witi. doing good. He considers his lime 
as an estate, or tract of ground, that ought to be 
tfllgmtly cultivated, or manured ; and no parcel of it, 
though ever so barren, incapable of some improve- 
ment. He allows to the innocent demands of nature, 
iMr flieep and recreation, no more than is necessary, trj 
feenat its languishing powers. Every day he estl- 
aatasaalost, which has cot produced ^^n\5t tvK.'AVir^v 
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•(lint linportH hind ^9 a rational immortal creature, ten- 
<ling tojiroinole either (he ^lory of God, the good of 
hid neiglthor, or the nalvatiou of his own soul. He 
4io«*» not content hiin'telt' in being diligent merely in 
Ifie business of bis civil callins:, but to hw power 
he does ^ood i:nto all men ; if the ignorant are to be 
instructed : — ^it' the unruly are to be warned ;— if the 
weak are to be supported ; — if the disconsolate are to 
be comforted ; — if the needy arc to be relieved ; — ^if 
innocence is to be vindicated from unjust aapersions? 
—if mistiken prejudices are to he removed ;^-and an- 
gry pa?c:iont9 soothed. But chiefly acts of devotion ; 
hearing or reading the word, pouring out his heart in 
prayer to a reconciled God : — these are his favorite 
employments, and the portions of time employed in 
them, the golden spots of his existence. A day in faii 
courts, he esteems as better than a thousand. 

The secorul is, that no opportunity of time be suP 
lered to slip. As ** to every thing there is a season^ 
and a time for every purpose under heaven :" these 
opportunities he lays hold upon, as the calls of provi- 
dt-nce to do good, which will be quickly over and 
!i;one. In a <vord, he is haBty in beginning, and vigo* 
cousin pur.-uiing every cood work, and every laudable 
*;:itfrprl.sc, but chiedy the work of hii» salvation. Eve« 
ry (kty he constiders as a new lite. He cares not so 
:irii!'.'h how long time he lives in the world, as how 
V. f*:! hf; cLiploy:? it ; as well knowing, that it is a pre- 
jMile 'j:ther Vj a joyful or ditfconeolatc eternity. 



Tf'-r superior and diHina^ishin*r (ulvatitagcs ofihccluiM^ 

Hon in this life, 

IT is true, there are bea£;ts which excel us in 

N.ili; o: :'t?it:jrr, in perfection of sense, in vigor of 

■.«•■«'(-}<, in swiftiirss of their motion. 'J'lie inhabitants 

*;i "nr Sire aocr»mn)Of!ated with wings ; of water, with 

Jj.'j.'f. — V/h3Lt ihtn \ are we iio\ *VlU U»a isiii^icrore of 
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the world ? Yes, we are. Reason asserts our supe* 
riority ; anil reduces the most fierce, (he most un- 
wieldly, the most uiitractable of the brutal kind, under 
our yoke. By reason we put bits in the horse's 
mouth ; tame the elephant, conquer the lion. Birds 
and fishes are catched in their own elements, ami 
served up to our tables. This heavenly gift maintains 
oar glorious prerogative. We ascend where they 
dare not soar, and trace the paths of the stars. Nor 
tre the ^oods of fortune, g;Iory, learning, much unlike 
the qualifications of the irrational kind, when compa- 
red with the superior excellencies of true wisdom, 
eoodneBs, and religion. Be it so ; the christian is not 
Temnt in mathematics, in history, in systems of phi- 
ioBophy ; not a logician, not an orator. He never 
Ktonned a town, nor gained a victory. Fie has not 
what men call riches and honors. His clotlies are not 
besmeared with gold. He plows not half a country 
with hig oxen. He is not addressed with the high 
Sid tounding^^Ules of your lordship, and j^our grace. 
Re Kves remote from courts and palaces, and is not 
>Mffnimded with a numerous train of servants. The 
^le of his acquaintance is small. He lives not in 
^ ionals of time. He is not talked of among dis- 
^ nations. But when he dies, he is forgotten.—— 
Yet let him not envy the great, the wealthy, the re^ 
■owned ; for, if true riches, if glorious honors, if refi- 
^ pleasures can make hfm blessed, he is a happy 
Bttn. He is not learned : but he is wise in what im- 
ports him most to know, ns an immortal creature, 
•fae unto salvation.— Behold his knowledge f for as 
^ twinkling stars of night are eclipsed by the glorious 
■••» of day ; so is the wisdom of the world, by that 
jMeh cometli from alcove. He is not powerful : but 
j[e hath taken the kingdom of heaven by violence, laid 
JjW on eternal life, and subdued his earthly affections.. 
■•hold the wonders of his might ! He is not wealthy:- 
JJhe Is rich in faith, rich in hope: contentment id 
'''■Miinil wealth. He complains not of unsatisfied 
**«.— Behold his riches! He la uoV Vifttiv«^^:\^ * 

u a 
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hut God is his father, Christ his brother, augelb hU 
servants, righteousness! is his garment, holiness ]ii« 
ornanient, the cross is his coat of arms, hcavpn is hia 
inheritance, christian is iiis stile. — Behold his digni- 
ty ! He is not reno^vned : but God commends him, 
angels applaud him. His glory is not bounded by the 
citars, nor ended by the conflagration. Behold his 
fiune ! In bondage, he is free ; in poverty he is rich ; 
In obscurity he is illusfrious. — Happy man ! enjoy 
thyself in tjie possession of true felicity ; while others 
hunt after the shadow, and weary theraselveB in 
vaiu. 



OtL the ccHainly of the chiistUtn's perseverance in kik 

happy state, 

" FEAR not, thou worm Jacob j I will help 
thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer, the holy One ol 
Israel.'*' O heavenly soiil, who art redeemed not witl 
<;orruptible things, such as silver and gold, but with 
the precious f)lood of Christ ; who are sanctified ol 
God the Father ; whose faith however weak, is yel 
unfeifijued; know, to thy unspeakable comfort, no 
more tliou shalt become a child of wrath, or slave ol 
sin. No, sooner shall the mountains depart, being 
torn fr.>!n Ihtir deep foundations ; and the perpetual 
hills shall sooner be removed ; sooner shall the sun^ 
the gloiious parent of the day ; the moon, the silvei 
ro^ciU of the ni^-ht; be extinguished in their habita^ 
lion, and fiirrrs rush from the darkened sky. 

A'our adversaries are many ; your strength h 
*im:iV. ; your fears are muIti[diod ; yet shall the prin- 
ci)>Ic of VSe^ the habit of grace, the seed of God, re 
njain. ^Je whom you love, whom you fear, whoinyoi 
aer\ e, is al»!e, is willing, to keep you from falling. — 
If« wiio Ii.Ts hf<:i:ri the i^ood work in you, will maia 
f'ihi, ivill i;R're:;se, will acromjilish the life of grac* 
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»ed reed; a smoakiui; flax; a -vvitliercd tree, whoi^e 
rruits and leaves are iiippen by surly winter ; but you 
Ahall not be destroyed. Rejoice not against them, yi: 
enemies of their salvation ; triumph not over them, ye 
powers of darkness ; for though they fall, they shall 
arise again. 

Question not his power. Thus saith the faithful 
and true Witness, mi/ father is greater than all ; ant! 
none is ahU^ whether by power or guile, to pluck them 
<wf of my father's hand^ John x, 29. Is any thing too 
hard for the Lord, who spoke into existence this solid 
earth, and yonder glorious; orbs ? — who holds them iu 
tbe hollow of his hand ? How many are the wonders 
he has done, both in the heights above, and deeps bc- 
aeath ! but has he produced, and shall he be unable to 
preserve the vital principle, though like a living spark 
amidst the ocean of corruption ? 

Doubt not his will more than his power. It is 
the will of God your sanctitication. For, lo ! a Tri- 
ttily of persons are in concert, as to produce, so to 
maintain thy grace.. 

If there be any immutability of thy purpose ; if 
any stability of thy covenant ; if any vei-acity of thy 
promise, O eternal Father! we shall not die> but live. 
From the beginning hast thou chosen them to salva- 
fion ; and it is not possible they should be deceived, 
«?en by those impostors who do great signs and won- 
tes, Matthew xxiv, 24. Once hast thou sworn by 
% holiness ; thou wilt not lie unto the mystical Da- 
vid, that he shall see his seed, and that they shall be 
^tablished before thee. Thou wilt not retake thy 
sift of thine eternal Son ; for thou art not a man that 
thou should repent. But, in what smiling promises 
hast thou plighted thy veracity, and declared the per- 
petuity of thy counsel ? " I will l)e to them a God . 
I will give them one heart and way to fear me all the 
days of their life ; ami I will make an everlasting co- 
venant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them to do them good ; and I will \>uiiwy fevvv vw W\w 
hvnriB, aad they shall wot d^patl ^voxcv \ft5i l^x ^'^^^' 



92 

Jer. xxxii, 38. For the mountains shall dejiart, and 
the hillB shall be removed, but my loving kindness 
shall not depart from thee, and the covenant of my 
peace shall not be removed, sailh the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee, Isa. liv, 10. 

And shouldst not thon, O blessed Jesus f pre- 
serve with the most inviolable regard the gift of thy 
heavenly Father ? Too dear they cost thee, suf- 
fering Son of God! to suffer any, the least believer, 
to fall away and perish. For them thou left the 
skies ; for them didst weep, and sweat great drops of 
blood, and groan, and die. And shall they not perse^ 
vere unto the end ? Yes : if prayers, if intercession! 
can ought avail. Holy Father^ keep them through tkmt- 
mvn name. Thus he addressed the glorious throni^ 
while yet a sojourner of earth. Nor is he now u^ 
mindful of his brethren in the realms on high ; foi^ 
while he breathed terrestrial air, he promised his dro6^ 
ping friends, '^ I will pray the Father, and he sbiH 
send yon another Comforter, and he shall abide wMf 
you for ever." See him surrounded with prostrate sfr 
raphim ! What joy and gladness in his countenancef 
what heaven in his eyes ! Mark how the keys of h^' 
and death depend upon his girdle ! " Fear not, 119 
beloved people, because 1 live ye shall live also, t 
am he w hich liveth, and was dead ; and behold, I ut 
alive for evermore ; and I have the keys of hell ui 
death ;" to lock the prison doors upon these Ql^ 
monsters. O blessed Redeemer ! if we, being enlP 
mies, were reconciled to God, our incensed CreaW' 
by thy death ; much more being reconciled, shall WB^ 
be saved from falling away by thy life. 

Nor dost thou, almighty Spirit, less insure oar 
nal perseverance ; who dwellest in our souls, and ai^ 
kest our bodies thy living temple; who abidest initfff 
well of living water, springing up into everlasting liik^' 
Thou art the abiding unction, the incorruptible seed of 
God, the joyful earnest of the heavenly inheritanefr 
By thee are w^ sealed unto the day of reilemptioA r 
Hbo Bh^U dare to Vm%k. un t^ese living eilstlA 
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face (he sacred characters of thy la\7, which 
i9t written in our hearts ? 



•it assurance of present ami future liapplncss. 

HE assured christian is a rare and happy pei • 
1086 conscience bears him witness in the Holy 
that his faith is unfeiffned ; his love sincere ; 
* filial ; his repentance evangelical. And be- 
^asingly conscious of those prints of divine 
a his own lieart, which are the fruits of ])ast e- 
, and the buds of future glory, firmly concludes 
is in a state of favor with God, and an heir of 
kvenly kiheritance. He does not at all pretend 
xtraordinary revelations ; but comparing the 
f his own soul with the characters of the chil- 
God, he is persuaded, both from the outward 
tions of tlie word, and the inward testimony of 
lit, that he dwelt upon the heart of a loving 
rni everlasting ; and that every gracious pro- 
lall be his inheritance at the last. For, by the 
of these two witnesses, the Spirit and the word, 
itablished in the truth of this delightful persua- 
Tberefore he knows, that it is no enthusiastic 
or diabolical 8u<rc:estion : but a sober certainty 
iDg bliss. It is true indeed he may not on all 
ns be able to maintain such an exalted frame as 
Through temptation, desertion, the prevalence 
iption, he may walk in darkness, and have no 
But while he trusts in Uie name of the Lord, 
lya himself on his God, the clouds are scatter. 
\ his former assurance returns to him ap;aiu 
ighter evidence ; as clear sliinins after tlie rain, 
ming health after a fit of sicknesri. 
It, O the blissjful serenity of his soul, whf a 
g in the cheerful rays of the Almighty's coun- 
e. He is calm as the evening of the summer ; 
iceful as the thadcs of the uv'\\\» 'Site ^vv^ 
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puts on a better beam, and every oreatnre re 
round him. He eats tiis bread with joy, au< 
his wine with a merry heart. The lying vi 
the world are totally neglected. An empin 
balance, weighs a grain. The darkest night 
tion is illuminated by the sparklings of 11 
stone. For he is persuaded, that the alllictioi 
present life, cannot disannul the CTorlasting 
God : as the law, which was four hundred ye 
could not disannul the promise, before con 
God in Christ — Sometimes he has devoured t 
and come with an appetite into the flames, 
the water>pots have been filled to the brim, 
ters of affliction have been turned into the 
consolation. He has played upon (ho hole 
asp, and put his hand into the den of ilie co 
O death, he says, rohere is Hiy stiti^ ? There 
like him in all the earth, who is made withou 
He is the chief of the. ways of God ; the nobl 
of the Almighty. With what alacrity he ! 
way of God's commandments ! How sin is ir 
to his soul ! How duties are sweetened 1 Not 
terrors of Sinai ; the lightnings that flashed ; i 
ders that roared ; when God came from Tei 
the holy One from mount Paran, could hav< 
powerful influence to molify the heart, as on( 
this dew that descendeth upon the mountains 
How he twines about a precept ! How he loi 
duty I How he catches an opportunity ! Am 
of offending, he works out his own salvation v 
and trembling. How can he live in sin, wh 
dead unto it ? How can he walk in darkness 
has fellowship with God ? How can he hon 
the husks of the swine, when feeiliug on the c 
bread ? or desire the onions and the garlic o 
when eating the hidden manna, and gatbc; 
clusters of Canaan ? 

Ye children of this world, whose little i 
captivated with low and perishable vanitie 
ran yon produce cc\\itvV wuto tjus glorious prcn 
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ay apply ivhal was said in anoiiier case by Gidty 
is not tlie glcnninji; of the grapes of Epliraim, 
Uian Uic vintage of Abiezer ?*' 



ON DEATH. 

DEATH^ how dismal thy appearance ! how 
are thy features, to those whose thoughts cac- 
erlook this present transitory scene of things ? 
ave not learned to expatiate in the unknow^n re- 
)r eternity, and know not where they shall fix 
veriasting abode 1 How dost thou rend the man 
,D, bursting Ihe silver cord which knit the soul ^' 
Dto one ! From what dost thou snatch us away I* 
hat regions dost thou convey us ? Through 
lark paths wilt thou conduct ' us from this world 
I next ? — These all conspire to heighten thy 
and make thy gloom more dreadful. , 
hou riflest the treasures of the anxious miser, 
iliesi all the honors of the proud. At thy com- 
pile drunkard makes haste to finish his debauch, 
e delicious epicure becomes the sweet re[>ast of 
and reptiles. How wilt thou quench each bur- 
nt in thy cold icy arms, O king of terrors ! — 
oan of letters forgets his favorite books, which 

vain adorn the shelves covered with dust. 

septred hand now drops the reins ofgoveru- 

The stately rooms of the |>alace no more be- 
heir honored lord. Tium diangcst our counU- 
and sendest us away. No more shall we be- 
ar joyous home ; our pleasing and afiectionato 
bb; nor the cheerful face of the day ; nor the 
fill variations of tlie seasons. By thee, for 
we know, the stars are blown out as to us. 
n and moon are extbiguished in their habi- 

Ad whither, O whither wilt thou carry us, when 
mnce our correspondence wUU Uvjc^ '&vl\i'1-~— ^- 
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Wlien our dull body drops into the grare, a: 
way unseen, where mlt thou send our 
souls ? What rights shall we see ? What soi 
we hear ? With whom can we converse ? Al 
state of which we are ignorant ; a world of 8 
disembodied beings, with whom we have no 
ty here. 

How dark is the transition ! how drei 
path that leads us through thy deep and sb 
O death I To whom have thy gates -been op< 
Who knows thy secret chambers ? No mort 
turned to tell us what thou art. 

Yet must we tread the dismal road : no 
steps to be recalled when fairly entered or 
man hath power to retain the breath of his 
neither hath he power in the day of wrath, 
versa 1 is thy dominion t how cruel is thy 
which never says it is enough ! Long iuist th 
desolation through the universe : not amoi 
and plants alone, but also among man's imyv 
in every period of time. Void of compas^ic 
t?miling infant ; the blooming youth ; the 
suge ; thou blendest them in undistinguishf 
Tliou regardest not the forces of strength ; tl 
of beauty ; nor golden bribes of riches. The 
contempt upon princes, in whom we cannot 
t^afely trust ; and upon all the sons of men, 
there is no stay, because they are born to di< 

^' What man is he that liveth, and sha 
death ?" We need not search for thee in 
of battle; in the rocks and billows of the o< 
on the loaded table of luxury and intempen 
Numberless accidents, and ghastly bands o 
eases, surround us in terrible array. But ac 
part, and pale diseases set aside, old age soo: 
thread of life and hastens thy approach. T 
and ten, or fourscore revolving^ winters, may 
be numbered by us. Alas I how soon is th 
exhausted! How exceeding dimi!iutive it 
reason^B eye t and iu the eye of him who is 
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Icr fip the gliosi ! As the shutllc pwcc»«sJ over 
m in the twi-.ikling ofan eye; ag (ke |»o?t, who 
ff some mossasje of inijwrtauce, disJjmlrhcil a- 
lins upon the i-oad, and tak& no lime to vie\v 
aceut country ; as the ship whicJi has tla? wind 
wings, skims oveirthe watery ))lain; and as the 
gle, who spies out his prey Irom on high, i\c-- 
with headlong precipitation ; so tlics our mo- 
Y duration. 

?t boast not of thy victories over the human 

jou unrelentina: tyrant ! There are w ho can bf • 

lice with a simIIo, and lanirh at the s!iaking ol: 

ar. Jesus the loving Savior, received into h\e 

e fatal stincc^ "^"tl wrouc:ht out all thy diuMlly 

In vain you Ihouj^ht to hold him under thy 

dominion: for, "»liou£;h he w:is dead, yet lie 

again, and livelh everi:iore.-' He entered tiiy 

gated, and tasted of thy bitter cup for every e- 

;o. Why should we fear to taste thee, or tread 

aiy vale, when the Breaker is jrone up heforc 

10 leads the hiiitd in a way they know not^ aitd 

3 they have not known. 

^piiie at death? Why should the mourn fid nvi- 
ike ia bud part the kindly oiricc that untlcf? hli. 
and overturns the walls of his duntceon ? Why 
the child repine to burst the narrow conruio- 
' the ivomh, and salute the rejoicing light of 
lught not the weary pilcjrim to bless the day 
returns liini to his father's house ? and the eb- 
btide to rejoice in the hour when she is present- 
er faithful bridegroom without spot, or wrinkle» 
such thin^ ? 

jough thy pains, death, were as terrible as a 
la imagination paints them, (which yet they can- 
I when the sensation is gone ;) j'et should wc 
rget our niiteiies, l»y reason of those trannport- 
^nea which shall straightway unfold unto our 

nw soundly shall our dust eleepin the peaceful 
(by dark and soiitar>' inansioa I wk^t^i >n« ^i^^^k^ 

f 
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not be pained with the gnawing of the worm : 
fendeil hy the nauseous stench ; nor wearied i 
imal solitude ; nor frighted with the surround! 
uess. These aij* the terrors of the living, 
dead. 

It is true, the pleasant enjoyments of 
ours no more. But neither are the sins nor 
rows. We bid fareweli to the streams ; but i 
in the fountain of felicity. We shall no mon 
the ways of men, nor see the glory of the Loi 
land of the living :- yet shall we come to i 
judge of all ; to Jesus the mediator of the nc 
nant ; and to the innumerable company of an^ 
jipirits jof just men made perfect. 

Whither canst thou carry us, O death, 
presence of that God, whose loving-kindne;<8 
than life ? When, with thj trident, thou shs 
ihe pitcher of this mortal frame ; the deathl 
is not like water spilt upon the ground ; for tl 
er being broken at the fountain, it rune to its 
andean be gathered up again. 

Hail, happy day, that destroyest the las* 
in which the sleeping bones shall hear the > 
reunite into a system ! How shall the rep 
the grave be wiped away, when that which ^ 
in dishonor and shameful putrefaction, shall b 
in glory ? Then, O death, we shall no mon 
ject to thy power ; when we shall call eternal 
immortality -our own. '^ Rejoice not again 
mine enemy ; for though I fall by thy hand, 1 
rise again ; and when I sit in darkness in tl 
even then the Lord will be a light unto me»^' 



ON THE IlESURREC TION. 



SHALTi death always triumph over tb< 
race, and hold the?e prisoners of the tomb in 
tin«: chains ? ,Wiil the Lord forever despise t 
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Iinnds ? lior over repair (Iiesc hcaven-IaborcHi 
} of flesh ? Shall Ihese holy hands, that arc de* 
jifted ii{i to' heaven; tlwse kncod, that ofleji 
icnded in humble Biipplicatiou boi'ore tlie throne; 
tongues, thai talked of his wonderful work si, and 
:l hid praiscij ; ami ail the other instruments of 
3UsneB.s forever lie in rubbish ? Shall the ex- 
ion of the poor always fail ? Have the niiirtyrs 
1 vaiu, who were tortured, not acccptins; delive- 
? Faithful isf he who hath promised, who aUo 
o it. it is the work of death to part the body 
he soul ; and then the grave eats up our dehhy' 
ren gnaws) our bones. Yet sliatl your works be 
fed, ye frightful monsters; bone shall come ta 
ae» dust to his dust ; and every parted soul re* 
Us ancient habitation. 

' it is marvellous in your eyes, should it he mar- 
s in his eyes, whose understanding^ is infinite, 

power is not to be conceived ? Lift up your 

high, who hath created all these God-like hN 
ies, and marshals all their host ? Behold, he 

1 the eye, and bored the car, and fabhioned all 
nemhers. By whom is his arm shortened, that 
lot able to restore his workmanship when gone 
solution ? We understand not the powers ot 
.9 we are struck with adnnration at flte curiouf9 
nd witty invention?) of puny mortals; and won- 
m it id possible for them to give being to such 
at^. produclioiirt. The art of th:J painter is de- 
1(|| amazing to those .who are not formed by na- 
•ith such mysterious s?kill. How is the poor In- 
jnazed at the niovin<i; machines of watches and 
(, which are easily funnid l)y European artists t 
what inimitable art the skilful musician swells 
ites, and swei^p.s the vocal strings ! Are the 
of men above our sliallow reach ; and shall Hie 
of God be fully understood, seeing they aru 
r than our ways, as the licaveuti are higher thuc 
^rth ? 
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When the mystery of God shall be finif 
the pregnant decree shall have travailed \\\t\ 
birth, the Lord himself shall deae^d fron 
If ith a shout, with the voice of the archai 
^vith the trump of God. Behold, consider, 
mire ; the man of sorrows, who was crucifi 
and burled, is the God who quickens the deai 
those are made alive by him, who embnied th 
in his blood, who )»ierced his hands and hi 
*' To this end he both died, rose, and 
that he might be the Lord of the quick and tl 

O shiill-voiced trump of God, (whatever 
how shalt thou wound the rest of many gen 
The king shall hear thee beneath the vaulte 
and shall come forth without his crown ; and 
sant, who sleeps beneath the grassy turf, s! 
at thv command. Ocean shall hear and tr^ 
his deepest caverns ; and render up his det 
long did float upon its surface, and welteri 
winds, and^ at last were devoured by the fins 
tants of the floods. 

Populous assembly ! not one missing 
present, and future generations. Neither 
die any more. For, O thou last enemy ! dei 
are come to a perpetual end. Though you h 
cities, and their memorial is perished with tli 
in your turn, you shall be swallowed up in y 
How glad would the ungodly be to find th 
j^ulled out like sheep for the slaughter! they 
up, in that awful hour, a crjf after thee, far n 
ful than what was heard in Egypt, in the n 
to their first-born. Gladly would they searcl 
in the bottom of the ocean ; or j.-cnetrate int( 
tre, through the interposing rocks, to find tfc 
thf^u shalt flee from them, and leave them t 
fruit of their ways. 

Think on this dismal tragedy, ye deac 
pn;5ses and sins. Yet are ye prisoners of 
Clirisl is the resurrection and the life. B 
hjjn ; and though ye be dead, then ebull yo 
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and be converted every ^jiie of >on, ihai your 
By be blotleil out, and not found, when they 
5 tfonght for, uiien (he tiiifes of refreshing shall 
oni the pn^sence of the Lord, 
niea of rcfroshinp; indeed to all the followers of 
nb ! Then h^h^ll his going forth he prepared ag 
ning, after a melancholy night of blackness, 
rkness, and tempest ; or, as the bennteous 
when she conies after a surly winter, to strow 
h with flowers, and clothe the naked trees in 
Uire. " Awake, and sing," shall he say, " ye 
cH in dust ; for thy dew is as the dew of herbb, 
earth shall cast forth her dead, and shall no 
iver her slain/^ 

en shall those who, perhaps, expired in mutual 
, join hand in hand, and mutually partake iu 
jemer's purchase. There Mephiboshetln are 
B ; nor Leahs tender-eyed ; nor shall Timothy 
more subject to his often infirmities. For lie 
ange our vile bo<ly, and make it like that glo- 
e which he himself doth wear. Farewell to 
sickness. . Adieu ye ghastly band of pale 
» distempers lingering and acute, hunger, 
nd weariness. No more, O balmy sleep % 
B need thy welcome refreshment, when that 
! sown in dishonor , shall be raised in ^lon/. 
»at 18 your gain, ye saints, when ye exchange 
eteniity t Nor is it only gain to your undy- 
B, but even to your putrefying clay ; which, 
conceivable improvement, shall be restored 
in. Nor is it a doubtful event. Ye dead men 
on], together with his dead body shall you a* . 
or you he visited the gloomy mansion of th(; 
Your redeemer has warmed your clay-cohl 
d left a most delightfid odor in the noisome 
•e- lie who brought Israel out of Egypt, and 
ut of the belly of the fish, and Daniel from 
of lions, will surely bring you from the grave; 
iemples of the Holy Ohcist will not always lie 
flb, nor the members of (he body oC ClwvsA. ^<r 
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«% ev h? forgotten ii^lie pit of corruption. 
Je>«.l!^ '. hi'isl he is tne head, the livins; hea 
are the iiicin^ers of Ids body, of his flesh, 
boiK s. He is the first-fruits, and ye are tl 
vest. He is the firat-!)egotten from the des 
as the younger brethren^ shall be begott€ 
season. And with your c\B,yl your chara 
rise, and your righteousness aball go forth a; 
For, by the resurrection from ilie dead, ye 
Christ, be declared the sons of Qod with pc 



ON THE^ RESURRECTION AND JUDGME 

THERE is a time, (who knows how ne; 
according to the tenor of the sacred oraclci 
lery of God shall be finished, the Lord hii 
descend with a shout ; the dead shall be i 
living shall be changed ; the world shall be 
Whatever great or dreadful has been achi 
the sun, falls infinitely short of the transact 
awful day. Mercifully has our gracious 
pressed this day and hour in darkness, th 
never intermit our watch. O did we mak 
improvement of it ! 

Methinks the awful period is arrived, 
sy world is lost in security : little dreaming 
tinguished sun, or falling stars. Some wil 
and selling in the market ; some will b^ < 
in the tavern ; some will be planting trees 
be building houses; some will he marrying, 
in marriage ; when, lo ! the dreadful soum 
pet, blown by a strong hmged angel, (p 
same that w^as once heard on Sinai, wax 
and louder,) shall wound the ear of natur< 
tng the approach of the Judge, that an end 
«ome, and the fasliion of this world passeth 

Bclioldi he cotneth with clouds I innumer 
titeuH Iu9 ap]^oachV&nd \Qm aro:ind his c 
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ridiaiit Oicc cclipfies the lustre of the sim; beneati:i 
liim a great Ihroiu*, white as the snow, and i\e\y as 
the flame. — Is tliis he who was horn in Bethlehem, 
and groaned on Calvary ? whom ye insulted, O mali- 
ciouB Jews, hendinsc your knees before him in solemn 
mockery ? Say now, mistaken CaiaphuB, whether 
did he or thou blaspheme ? 

Long had the prisoners of the grave slept in dark- 
ness; but now they awake out of their iron sleep, th^y 
shake off the slumber of a thousand ages. Now mo- 
numents render back their dust, church yards and bu- 
rial grounds pant and heave. Even palaces will then 
be found to have been but upper chambers to a tomb, 
Aud the ocean itself will seem to have been paved 
with 'human skulls. — Strance to behold ! the fra?- 
Bients of bodies will fly throug;1i the air, to obey the 
lignal of the trumpet, and join their fellow mem!)ers» 
however distant. Ask not, ye profane, how can it 
' be ? For, who hath shortened his arm ? He who 
knit your bodies together at the first, can reunite your 
scattered dust, though the four winds were warrins; for 
it Three days did the projthet Jonah sulTcr a livinc^ 
death in the belly of a fish ; but when tlie third p.ioiti- 
■ Ing gilded the mountains, and played upon the bil- 
lows, the obedient monster returned his sacred guest 
lotoiiched upon the safe shore. So, at the appointed 
lea^on, the grave, at the conmiand of God, shall cast 
iMlh her dead, and the earth shall no more cover her 
dain. 

Meantime, the living shall undergo a change e 
bivalent unto death, and this mortal shall put on im- 
mortality. This is a great mystery. Here let ur 
-inve it undci a veil, and proceed to take a view of 

el most populous assembly, where Adam shall sa- 
bis youngest son. The billows are not so nunie- 
Musthat break upon the shore, nor the stars that flit- 
ter in the 6rmament. The edict of the almighty Kiuj; 
^lUweep an area for this vast congregation. Here 
«U civil distinctions are luried. The mi'xhty Osar 
«tada upon a Ux^A with the metiueel ol Wve. V\aQ\v£.. — 
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No respect is paid to bim that wore imperial 
Here the great heroes of anti/|uity bhaii aii 
marked and unadored. 

See there on the left hand of the judge, th 
ful croud, pale with horror and amazement ! ho 
eyeballs roll in wild affright ! what de.^pair is 
ry gesture ! — Most gladly would they bless th 
to cover them ; the flames to wrap them ; tfa 
to*hide them $ or the seas to sweep them from 
seuce of him that sits upon the throne. 

But mark on the right hand that triumpl 
sembly, who face the thunders with dauntle«*s 
nimity ! when the stars are falling, their thou); 
fixed : when the earth is quaking, their hearts 
appalled. They view with calm serenity, thi 
ing gulf, the glorious judge ; and hail the happ 
ing of the resurrection. Are these the forr 
mouldered in the dust ! What rosy youth si 
their countenances ! Once did ihey He ami 
pots of sin and misery ; hut now they are mat 
dove, whose wings are covered with silver, f 
feathers with yellow gold. Not one sinner Bha! 
in this vast congregation of the righteous. 



ox THE MISERY OF THE qAMNtfD. 

CANST thou descend, O my soul ! wit 
fctep into the doleful regions of damnation ? — ] 
heart meditate terror. The more shall thy f 
alarmed to fly from the wrath to come in this t 
of merciful visitation : the more shall thy grati 
awakened to thy loving Savior, w ho redeems 
from destruction, and who say^ unto thee, Fia 
have the keys of hrll and ofd-ath. liut have th 
of the shadow of death been opened unto us ? 
cjiii presume to give the jreography of this disr 
ritory, or confidently sriy in wh'oi place of th: 
unh'cne eU-rnal jubtice liaa oniaiuod thia dolc( 



l\'hether It shall be in the centre of tlie eanh. 
onie blazini>: comet, or far beyond the limits of 
rhtsome world, where chaos and etrrnal dark- 
.jpjn — KE only knows, before whoju hell am! 
•lion halh no covering. No thoughts can reacht 
•ds can paint Ike horrors of this dreary region, 
the miserable inhabitants drink of the wrath of 
tnighly, and know by dreadful experience what 
|iower of his anger. Waving the metaphorical 
►lions of darkness, wonns, and fire ; there dwell>: 
>st restless and unsatisfied desire ; the nu^t o- 
»Iming shame ; the most horrible fear ; the most 
sorrow ; tlie most tormentinp; envy ; the most 
iting hardness of heart ; and the most racking 

■ 
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hey hunger, but there is no food to relieve theh* 
e ; they thirst, but there is no refreshing foun^ 
DT even a cooling drop. Should sensual appe- 
imain, they never can be gratified. As heathen 
ung of Tantalus, burning with thirst and hiai- 
ladly would he snatch at the delicious a;:ples 
g over his head, or steal a cooling draught of 
hat came up to his chin : but no sooner did he 
the fruitless attempt, than the a^iples fled from 
sp, and Uie waters from his taste. So shall 
snatch on the right hand, and be hungry ; 
ey shall eat on the left, and shall not be wi- 
; they shall eat every man the flesh of his own 

ow will the imjiroin-iety of their past conduct 
them to the l»itt#»r taunts of insulting devils, 
the painful upbraidings of their own hearts ! — 
thai we were, for one morsel of meat to sell <iur 
rfy birthrigiit ! for such transitory delights; for 
Itle bips of polluted joys, to awaken these ever- 
; flames ? 

?liat fearfulnes«t and trembling shall com<> upon 
When they behold. the angry face of God clad 
n everlasting frown! AVho can behold it, and 
s sore f.mazcd t Evca the ^on of Cod did ^^weat 



lOb 

g;reat drops of blood when he beheld it. How 
shall these feeble creatures endure ! 

Lo ! heaven ehiits its everlasting doors 
Ihem, while their minds are haunted with the g! 
apparitions of their departed joys. How keen 
be the sorrow t how cutting ilie anguish of e 
thought ! 1 have eternally lost the incomparabl 
pinecis of yonder blessed abodes. Where are y< 
my pleasing comforts ! How have you fled avi 
a vision of the night. 

Nor will it be a small part of their misery, 
▼y the prosperity of the righteous, when they 
fifeize their heavenly thrones, and tune their ha 
Bf rains of highest rapture. When '' their horn 
foe exalted with honor, the wicked shall see i 
be grieved : he shall gnash with his teeth, an( 
away." 

O shocking to think! they will eternally 
the eternal Exceilency, because they are hai 
him. — No more shall the divine Spirit excit 
faintest motion in their minds towards God, or hoi 
The iron sinew of their stubborn will, will grow 
hard by these fierce flames. They may indeed n 
but their repentance worketh death. 

Here hope supports under the greatest presf 
but there that anchor shall be broken. Here thi 
of sorrow will sometimes iiink in soft repose 
couch will ease their complaint; and kind 
cious friends will fall on various methods to blui 
edge of the ^harjiest pain. Even the tortured wi 
though dying hard and slow, may comfort hini-«elt 
this, that his torments will shorlly come to an e 
But these can hope for no respite, nor period ol 
woes. 

How would it stamp a bow in their cloud, to 
there were an end I but in vain, should lliey sh< 
ocean of tears, and stretch out their -uppliant h 
Death will flee from them, consii^nins them to flal 
pair. Have pity upon tlipm, O ye their frlf mliii. 
mi riflectjonate rdation "jhed a compagsiouale tea 
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the father will not pity his children, and the 
will have no compassion on the son of her 
for they sing hallelujah, when the smoke of 
irment ascendeth for ever and ever, 
irely such are the dwellings oftJie wicked i and 
the place of him tliaJt knaiveth not God. O my 
vKvy not their momentary happiness, come not 

ir secret, be not united unto tlicir assembly. 

luch better is it for thee to strive to enter in at 
lit gate, with these happy few that find it, than 
ith the multitude in the broad way that lead- 
to destruction ? Canst thou fly too fa«t from 
d damnation ? Canst thou be too careful to a- 
ose paths, which, though strewed with roses, 
wn to the chamlyrs of death ? Whether is it 
Ihy flesh should murmur, or thy soul should pe- 
O that knowing these terrors of the Lord, our 
ife might be one const^ant flight from the wrath 
to eome ! How miserable are they who will 
persuaded of the reality of everlasting torments, 
the threatenings of the word, when itisdeclar- 
the faithful and tnic witness, *' if they will 
slieve Moses and the prophets, neither will 
e persuaded though one should arise from the 



ON THE HAPPINESS OP HEAVEN. 

LORIOUS things are spoken of thee, city of 
and of those happy beings who walk thy gol- 
reets, and dwell in Ihy ivory palaces. — They 
of them king^ and ])rieBts unto God. 
ail, ye highly favored of the Lord', ye nations 
n that are saved 2 Now have ye received pow- 
r the nations of numerous corruptions, and rule 
with a rod of iron. — A crown not of flowers, 
fade, not of gold, which is also a corruptible 
; but of glory, or rightequsness, of life, shall 
h on your jieads, The throne of Christ himeiel^: 
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r'iciiives yoii. Eternal shall be yonr triumpb, 
hapjiy victor?, who have more than conquered.* 
Thrrefore are ye arrayed in white robes, ^vith pi 
In your hands, and sone;s of salvation in your moi 

The Lord is your inlheritance, ye royal pi 
bood. By Jesus Christ your altar, shall you oif€ 
the sacrifices of jmiisc continually. You shall p 
more out from the heavenly ttiniple, as did the I 
priests below ; for he shall make you as the pilla 
Jachin and Bouz in the temple of your God. — In ^ 
ilo^very paths, by what living waters, shall the 1 
In the midst of the throne conduct you, ye flock o 
pasture, for whom your good Shepherd did givi 
▼ery life 1 Under what verdant shades simll 3'0 
po:-<e, where the sun shall apt light on you, not 
heat ! O happy rest from sm and sorrow into n 
ye have entered, ye people of C^od ! No more 
ye weary yourselves in the greatness of your wa 
Vo^ir umlerstanding shall rest in the conteraplatio 
truth ; your wills in thr fruition of<;ood. Every 
is croivned, every desire is gratified by God hia 
jour c*;ceodSng great reward. Plentiful feast to w 
3'e are invited, where ye feed upon the hidden i 
na, ami taste that the Lord is good. No more i 
pale famine approach your hiessed abodes, wh( 
called to the marriage-sujAper of the Lamb. O hii 
vision to which you are admitted ! No more yc 
thiough a glass darkly. Not the back parts only 
the face and similitude of the Lord shall you behul 
All ye beholding, with open face, this glory o! 
Lord, shnll be satisfied and sanctified at <»nce. 1 
joy, and in righteousness, shall you see his face.- 
Hut, O thou e^iceeding great and eternal weigl 
frlory ! Eye hath not seen thee, ear hath not h 
thee, heart hath not conceived. AVhat tongue, i 
pen of angels can describe thee ? Therefore by : 
variety of metaphors art thou shadowed out in 
book of God. 

O heavenly Father! give me the light of 
k^o^vle(ige of thy glory. Irradiate my mind, 



t^Cjitvit * fliSf lirthy Yiftbi I may ktiow»I.ai is the 
"■> oF till! jcltHy of his inherit Riie« In Hw hnIuIs. 
A* ilBllclfttig mrnl unto Ihf taste ; ns iVo^riHit [irr 
MBUi the nmel! ; Ah nnflodion^ dPtiMita to tlif t-ar j 
tf^tfBf volan to Hie eye ; no in tliu knmvitdj^ of 
ftmomKi' llie eoul. But, nftiyf vhnU wiiiSimi be 
jll,^iaut Tbhtre is the place ef f/nderxtamlin^ ? lu 
I mei'ch Tor it in these dull reglona. Here, 
[fl Msskluitj', vre di'j: for hep ti-s for IilJ Ifeji- 
^Whrii tbuni), by many a pnltifiil clCort, ttiw 
irMttHfactOfy ? Npitlier tlo we litni th.4tkno«- 
Juctue of holiiiesa ia Iteail anil life. How 
.■Hke Ihflt prmliaiouB iningc wWtti T)»nicl lif- 
bUfrTisifiBa oftlieni^l, IiuVctifWedlect of sor- 
• Innds oT |iurc)!t goM i* But in t]t)tt kii\:\iy 
fcllrtnlKhlofintellectusI dsiknt-ss no mon- (it- 
nft!liaky shade. Thj Irce ol' knowlei!^ is llm 
iFM^Iil Ihe r.deslini iiaradirie. Then each Riy-i- 
"ntlrine in rdigion Mlunna hrlKlilet than tli« 
IM^II day [inuiB o(i all the iiatlis of heaTen. — 
f the ehHitncI* of (he (I«-ep watern disc ov ere d, 
H'lfliifh the Atmiglity h'dd hU dnrltaonie nay ? 
■^Tito'ichiiiiished from tlmeo NiKht afiodcs ; lor 
. * Httit dwell llier^ eliiiH bo slJ righl^ona. No 
^foll the body ofalu, and power of iniln'ellinn 
i)»1lD!n, ffleh the dtftrji ^ro\n from the bottom oi 
'" -t. Thtil root of bitterness which liea-aUouls 

I wiHilvnn'ls nl' ifon and brn^s, ia (|inte cstlr- 
Jfn more Hhall .iHcob nnd Esnn Biruggk in tlis 

e ftancliGed onea ; nor the low in the tnoni- 

^■r •galbut the Fiiw of Iht; mind. It to Irvn Ihf 

WFgntrrt elmll n'MK". when every enemy lice 

C'nn Ihn fieid. VkloriAU^Ikilli and ho|>e notv 

mi charily ntver fallelb. Cliarilj, 

|i_^i|}M) fldClUni: vf th« I.iw, whull burn in pnrcfil 

"Mrever nnd 'vcr. H;ip|iy. 'hrioe hnpfiy llivy 

^ft Uttained ihi-t holy iierfeclton. ) our hatpa 

^*S^*J* timed, nnd your cHrnientH nlHnys wbile. 

*^ ye en'td of j-oTir prt^iitent biifdi:!!, and f^yft^ 

II IIm) ttj-ndB of yQiir deal'*''** ''" 
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blutll wandering thoughts annoy your heart 
wonls flow from your tongue. While we, als 
6ore complain of vanity, i^erveraeness, anddii 
mind, will, and affection. 

Neither shall there be any more pain : 
row shall be turned into joy. O ye that rejoic 
aliove all, and in Christ Jesns, with joy unsj 
though now you see him not ; how shall you 
ibrted, when you shall behold his face in ri 
jiess, wearing sweet smiles ! Will it not be 
you to be with him who died for you ? t 
where he is, that you may behold his glory 
Khali you see those hands and feet that were 
ihat side which was wouiyled ; that head whi 
the thorny crown. Is this the man who groa 
died on Calvary for me ? who descended : 
crave for me ? Yes 5 thig is the man, the C 
Jesufl, the same to-<lay, yesterday, and for ei 
Sight of years shall dissolve the mysterious 
!his humanity with the divine person of th< 
.Son. 

All their springs of consolation «are dcri^ 
this fountain of living waters ; yet are the 
considerations in which they shall rejoice, 
with inferior delight. Then sh^ll they come 
ye innumerable company of»angels ; nor be sU 
familiar interviews with you, though dise 
creatures, as they were in their mortal state 
you were the spectators of their conllicts, 
guardians of their virtue ; then shall ye be 1 
elates of their bliss. 

O comfortable society ! Then, too, shall ^ 
to the general assembly and church of the fi 
Those who lived in distant periods of the wo 
meet in one congregation. The inhabitant! 
tant regions shall be there ; those who dwelt 
t»ain and Judea. O large conuiuuiion ! whicl 
tance of time, no length of sea and land can 
110 animosty shall corrupt, world without end. 
our grand parents cat the tree of life, no flamir 
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roi'hiililiii^ all access. The patriarchs t^hall wander iio 
more as pilgrims and stran&;er3, having found the coun- 
try they desired. There shall we see the venerable 
Milnt, whose faith enabled him to obey, without reluc- 
tance, the most ditlicult precept that ever was given ; 
and bim whose invincible patience triumphed over 
the greatest load of calamities. There shall we sec 
the prophets who foretold, and the apostles who pub- 
lished the power and coming of his Majesty ; and all 
Ihe goodly compan3% who loved not their lives unto 
the death, but rendered their lives, by cruel tortures, 
.for the love of the truth. How frecpiently is that com- 
plaint of the prophet to be taken up in theso regions of 
sorrow, '^ wo is me ! for I am as when they have gathered 
the summer fruits, and there is no cluster to eat ; the 
good man is perished out of the land !'' But no sin- 
ner shrill be there, no deceitful hypocrite in all the 
liiir association. 

Nor will they be insensible ofjoy from the glories 

of that delightful place where they shall dwell. O the 

noFelty, the beauty, the grandeur of the heaven of 

lieavens, the house not made with hiinds, the city 

tJiat hath foundations infuiitdy surpas^sing the temple 

^of Solomon, and tlie city of David! Beautiful was 

the earthly paradise, and beautiful the earthly Canaan; 

yea« beautiful is this habitable earth, where many of 

.' the enemies of Goil reside. What then must be the 

•htavenly paradise, the heavenly Canaan, \>hich God 

hath prepared for them that love him ! 

And, O with what fair bodies shall they be clo- 
thed, who have put on immortality 1 " The inhabl- 
Uai of that land shall not say, 1 am sick ;^* but his 
countenance shall smile with rosy celestial youth for 
erermore. 

The hell they have avoid<»d will accent their 
songs of salvation; and the world they have escaped 
will serve as a foil to the blis.-*. Thus it enhanced 
the miraculous deliverances of the Israelites, to see 
JKOtt the safe t-hore the wretched Egyptians tumbling; 
io the ocean ; and as the waste aud UovIvw^VxVvVt 
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/teas gave additional charms to the land thi 
with milk and honey. 

Nor will you be inactive through long et< 
You rest not day nor night j yet shall you 
vers to weariness and fatigue. To praise him 
j'our element ; to teach the arches of your 1 
nces to resound with the name of him yt 
will be your delightful employment, while i 
away. 

For, O eternity ! eternity \ it is thine t 
the joys above. Thou art the knot which bii 
bundle of life together. Without the thought 
dim sadness would not spare the faces of t 
Red, their songs would be marred with drea 
cordance, au4 all the blissful bowers would 1 
charms. 



On tlie manifestation cfth€ Son of God in hunn 

THE seventy weeks of Daniel were now 
and they who looked for salvation in Isra 
wrapt in silent expectation of the Messiah c( 
the name of the Lord to save them. Long 
(rentile nations walked in their own ways, 
Jews jiractised the ceremonies of Moses. Bu 
could the precepts of the philosopher retrieve i 
of oui' fall, nor could the carnal ordinances of 
make them perfect, who had recourse unto 
touching the conscience. For as yet the da 
tion had not ceased ; nor the temple smoked 
into which th« messenger of the covenant, a« 
to tlie ancient prediction, was suddenly to 
r ho sceptre of David v/as now sunk into the 
<,f a carpenter, and his tabernacle was fallen < 
'J'iberius swayed the sceptre of Rome; Hei 
lutifi; In Judea; John the baptist had been six 
j:i llio woml>, who was to be the harbinger of 
j./mir; jinii aprofoiuul peace r^».gned over tht 
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presap;e of Li.^ birth, whose name is called, the 
zc of Peace. When the ahnit^h t.y King, who i3 c- 
nitifirul of hi3 coreuant, dispatches from the blcs- 
.foodes, lo the angel Gabriel, (none of the least of 
eayerily throng, and not now first employed in 
saies of lov« to man,) to salute the blessed virgin, 
lother of our liOrd. TJie obedient angel flies, 
ranctually discharges his commission. But, O 
ipists, though he honors her- as a saint, he wor- 

her not as a goddess. A new thing indeed it 
in the earth, that a virgin should conceive ;' but 
> me!^U9 impossible unto the Holy Ghost to bring 
: by his over-shadowing power. If once a woman 
ormed out of the substance of a man, why should 
hat same divine power be fully able to produce a 
out of the substance of a woman ? IMay we not 
>Iy judge that it came from Him who is wonder- 
1 counsel, and excellent in working, that fur the 
"al honor of our nature, the Savior did spring 
that feeble sex which was first in the transgrcs- 
' For, " as the v/oman is of the man, even so 
he man is by the woman ; but all things are of 
' O condescending Savior, blessed, beyond all 
venture, was the womb that bare thee, and those- 
that gave thco suck; nor is it easy to conceive 
I sinful woman could be more highly honored, 
to carry thee in her womb, unless by having 
Tormed in her heart. 

[fere let us forego all idle speculations, aloui: 
other methods are |}0s.^ble to God, by which to 
forth h\A Bon into our lower world ; ami let us 
r be willing to discern the characters of wisdom 
ire evidently instamped upon this dispensation. 
tB it is. For had a body been prepared him of 
nfT) of tlic dust of the ground, or of some heavenly 
"ialB, he would not have been of the same flesh and 

with those he intended to redeem. Or had it 
produced in the ordinary method of human gene- 
i> h« would have been involved in the same guilt 
ilam*8 originating sin with the rc^toC \sis^xi3ijcQi.^t 

K 2 
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whom he repreBented in the first broken covem 
As in the ' former case his relation to us won] 
what appears) have been too remote ; so in the lat 
would (in ail appearance) have been too like us; nc 
in qualities of our nature, but in the guilt of oc 
sons. But now he is born of a woman, and the 
of our bone, and of on^ flesh. And because h 
ther is a virgin, we easily understand how he ii 
undefiled, and scpcE^ated from sinners. — ^But 
difficulty arises to our thoughts ; for, if she is a 
that shall be with child by the Holy Ghost, wh 
preserve her character from the unjust asi;erB 
the world ? It is far more fitting, that her holj 
Jesus shal^ confirm the truth of his divine extr 
by the tenor of his deportment, when adult, ihi 
she shall be the assertor of it. Therefore she is b 
cd unta a husband, who is at once the witness i 
j^ardian of her virginity. 

But leaving the sacred embryo to be cu 

Wrought in the lower part& of the earth by the 

■Qt the Almighty, let us next see in what man 

heavenly infant was ushered into the light, " fi 

Bethlehem Ephratah, though little among the 

sands of Judah,'' according to the prophets, 

give birth to the Ruler of Israel." But thou 

blessed virgin can trace her genealogy from 

and from Abraham, she is a resident of Nazarel 

whence no prophet was expected to arise. Ho 

shall the prediction be accomplished ? The e 

of Rome issues a royal edict, that all his Iarg< 

niou shall be taxed. He meant to fill his coffe 

money ; but a greater sovereign than he inten 

fulfilling of his promises. While every man 

to his city to be taxed, in obedience to the ii 

mandate, Joseph his father, as was supposed, 

nmong the rest to Bethlehem, the city of his 

being of the liouse and lineage of David. A: 

he is arrived with M^ry, liis espoused wife ; y 

int; near the time of 'her delivery, had been i 

by provktetkCCf cmt special isksViuct^ to accompi 
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^ hasband on this occasion. No costly palace receives 
I our wearied travellers. A common inn is ^e place 

I of his nativity. Perhaps a silent intimation, that he 
' himself should be a common Savior. Nor even in 

the inn could a commodious apartment be spared to 
the Lord of heaven and earth. Ye men of Bethle- 
hem, what a guest did you exclude ! The coarse ac- 
commodation of the manger was all his mother could 
obtain for her tender infant. Lo ! there HE lies wrapt 

II m swaddling clothes, whom the heaven of heavens 
if eamiot contain. He is associated with the herds in 
li tile stall, whom all angels adore ! For this is hk ; bc- 
i\ lieve it, ye children of men, whose name is Immanuel, 

which by interpretation is, God with us ! This is iiE, 

vto from all everlasting was the brightness of his Fa- 

theirs glory, the express image of his person, who re- 

Jofeed always before him, aud was daily his delight. 

This is HE, who was in the form of God, and thought 

it «> robbery to be equal with God ; but for our sal va* 

tkm he is clothed in flesh and blood, and now be>- 

tomes a helpless feeble infant ! — O ye beautiful scene? 

of the creation, thou glorious sun ; thou silver moon ; 

tod all ye glittering stars, in you the invisible things 

of God are clearly seen ; but now you are eclipsed by 

the more excellent glory, God manifested in the flesh. 

Gome hither, ye that thirst for curious knowledge, and 

lose yourselves in thankful admiration. For the pev- 

'Bon of the eternal Word, by whom all things were 

made, is found in the likeness of man, is become as 

•ur brother that sucked the breasts of our mother.-^* 

'Not that he stripped himself of any divine perfection, 

or ceased to be what he was ; but by a most iucfl'able 

act of condescension and power, he has veiled the 

glory of his divinity, and become what he was not, by 

assuming a portion of our humanity to subsist in his 

own personality. O mysterious infant, the glory of 

our race, who art not .ashamed to call us brethren /— • 

now, thou art fully able to give our ransom unto God, 

and the redemption of our souls, though precious* 

fiftaU not cease for ever. 
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What charming melody ia that breaking 
iencc of the night, and tasting strong of hcavei 
is a miAtitude of the heavenly host praising i 
strains of highest rapture. O shepherds t blesse 
your cars, to hear such early tidings of a Savi 
in the city of David. Though your heads wi 
with dew, andyour locks with the drops of the 
yet none of the princes of this world could li 
such an honor. But, lo! three eastern sagei 
ducted by a wonderous star, or glittering meteo: 
from a far country, to deck and worship the p 
babe of Bethlehem. . They are not scandalizec] 
inglorious figure the infant king did cast ; but 
ving the rays of Deity, even through tile veil o 
(such IS the power of faith,) they not only OjTc? 
him costly presents, but address him with divi 
nors. A sad presage, ye children of the kii 
that " many shall come from the east, anfl fr 
west, and from the south, and from the nort] 
8hal] sit down with Abraham, with Isaac, an 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God, whe» you youi 
fihall be cast out." ' In vain does the besotted 
of Judea think to reverse the high decrees of h 
by issuing out a bloody mandate to niuvder the 
innocents. While their infant blood defiles the 
of Bethlehem, Egypt herself shall be a sanctu 
the young Prince of Peace. — Be comforted, i 
thers, whose lovely babes have perished in so i 
cause, and received such an early crown. In i 
time the cruel murderer nhall feel the weight 
many just curses upon his guilty head; and thi 
bias shall reign in spite of his infuriate and 
rnge. 

We cannot reasonably doubt, but the youi 
deemer gave early proofs of his olivine origini 
was no doubt, a very pleasing employnieut t 
hiirhly favored parents, to rear up this tender pi; 
a thousnud endearing oHsces ; to mkrk the fire 
ding;^ of his genius more than mortal ; ami to ol 
tke 6J6sscm3 of every bj^v^uly ^ace thai adorn 
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oul. But fl8 it hath seemed good to the tvIb^ 
f the Holy Gliost, to be very sparing in the his- 
f his private lite, after he had called hiti son out 
^pt, we must he content to remain in ignorance 
it IS not revealed. Yet, as a specimen of tlie 
>ne remarkable occurrence is transmitted down 
knowledge, concerning the holy child Jesus, 
d numbered but twelve revolving years, when, 
pauylng his religious parents to the solemn t'es- 
f the passover, young as he was, he could main- 
dispute even with the doctors in the temple. — 
Brents, not suspecting where he was, seek him 
>rrowful hearts, and the third day restores him to 
Dnging eyes. Wist ye not Uiat he had the busi- 
f his heavenly Father to look after, and that he 
not your parental care ! For, though his pa- 
ibould both forsake him, the Lord will take him 
Ta learned doctors, little thought you, that the 
}g child, who talked with you to the great ad- 
on of every beholder, was he, of whom the pro- 
lya, " to us a child is bom, to us a son is given; 
8 name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
leanighty God.'' 

'Off the space of thirty years he lurked in obscu- 
i the contemptible village of Nasareth. Who 
. have suspected that the son of the carpenter 
imself the everlasting Father ; and the Creator 
tlie ends of the earth ? But now the time is 
irlien he shews himself unto Israel. What ve- 
« person is he, who, like the ancient Elias, 
a hairy garment ; and in the villages of the wil- 
ls, preaches the doctrine of repentance ; talks of 
ngdoui of heaven being at hand ; of the axe to 
lol ; the fan to the wheat ; and the chaff to the 
It is the forerunner of Christ, " the voice of 
(ying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of 
onL" See how the multitudes flock after him, 
baptism ! even Christ himself condescends to 
flised of him. The hoary Baptist wonders that 
iMiier should come to the servaat \ rko yj^'mmj^V 
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worLliy to perronn the meanest office to sue 
ted Dignitary. But thus it became him to 
rightcouncss. — Once he was circumcised ; \ 
the church that then was ; to honor the d 
nances ; and to testify that he was a debtor 
whole law. And now' he is baptised ; to si 
church that is to be ; and to confirm his fa 
expressive sign, in the promise of his ever! 
Iher. For, though he needed not the was! 
generation, (as we ;) yet, when he descendc 
baptismal waters, it signified the large effu 
8pirit upon his sacred humanity, to qualify 
for hisHiigh and saving work. And may w 
think, that when he ascended from this c 
stream, into which he went down with will 
he was then assured, that in like manner 
lift up his head above the waters of advers 
merge victorious from under the billows of h 
wrath ? O Jordan, it was a strange thing 
thee, when thy waters drove back their cot 
presence of God, and when Elijah smote 
his mantle ; but much more strange is thi 
who poured them out into thy bed, and mac 
land, and the fountains of waters, is now i 
thy hallowed wave. 5 while from on high thi 
are opened ; a voice is heard from the excell 
and the Holy Ghost, in the likeness of a 
scends upon him. 

Now, let us follow the illustrious Rede 
the banks of Jordan unto the solitary v 
where Moses the giver, and Elias the restc 
law, fasted forty days ; and where the anci< 
ites provoked him forty years. There, too, 
fulfiller of the law, during the space of forty 
stains from food, being supported by a divi 
and fed with holy contemplation. But afte 
feels the gnawing power of hunger ; to e] 
luxury of Adam in the garden of paradise, 1 
monstrate the truth of his humanity. When 
«a6(ie enemy is pctmlUed to assault his 
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r ensnaring artiGcee. But all liis efforts afe 
I by this Captain of our salvation. — Think it not 
e, O humble soul, if this malicious spirit shall 
, ivith restless importunity, even to tlie most a- 
js Grimes ; and shall abuse even the sacred ora- 
» this vile purpose. He came unto the glorious 
in all points tempted like as we are. But being 
d by the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
1, he betakes himself to shameful flight. 
et us now proceed to trace the most interesting 
)f our Redeemer's life, when he dwelt among us 
flesh. And shall we first listen unto him as a 
T come from God ? With what inimitable au- 
' ! with what irresistible wisdom, impartial 
in, undaunted boldness, unwearied diligence, 
g zeal ! with what homely plainness, coude- 
ng humility, tender compassion, amiable meek- 
long-sutrering patience, divine delight, did he 
I righteousness in the great congregation ! How 
nt ! How pathetic ! How mighty in the scrip- 
— But who can enumerate all the wonderful 
which, by his own power, and for tbue manifes- 
of his own glory, he effected ? The raging ele- 
of water he stills with a powerful word, and 
upon its rolling surges. Trees withered at his 
; ; fishes have paid him tribute. How often did 
e sight to the blind ; hearing to the deaf ; speech 
dumb ; strength to the weak ; health to the 
ed ; purity to the defiled ? Even strong death 
not retain his prisoners, when he gave the high 
ind. Never were wonts so gracious as those 
ke. Never were works so glorious as those he 

'erhaps it might be enquired, in what palaces he 
? what riches he possessed ? what princes was 
luaiuted with ? But though he calls the silver 
le gold his own, if he pays tribute, a fibh sup- 
\tm with money ; if he ridi^s, he must borrow an 
He built the sky, and had not where to lay his 
He prepares the corn, and wfts fed at Uv^ \».V^\v 
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of olhew. poverty ! how doal tlioii expo&e to 
fempt even the grcateBt wimIoiii, and most aoM 
tue, in this degenerate norid ! But though hi 
rich, for our sakes he hrcainc poor ; and by his p 
ty, we shall be enriched. 

The faithless and perverse generation a 
ivhom he converged, not content with rejectin 
heavenly doctrines, blaspheming his miracles 
staining his moral character with the most odiou 
putations, arrived at that enormous pitch of wi 
ness, as on many occasions to thirst for his blood. 
Sometimes they take up stones to cast . at him, i 
abominable wretch unworthy to breathe the 
air ; and sometimes they lead him to the brow 
hill, with an impious intention to cast him down 
in the village where he wa» lM>rn ; and though a ^ 
before, they wondered at the gracious words tha 
ceeded out of his mouth. 

Nor was the conclusion of the scene unlili 
beginning. Even to the last we find him a m; 
jjorrows. Is it nothing to you, ye children of n 
Much every way. For, by his UloocJy sweat yoi 
purged ; by his condernnulion you arc absolved 
his bonds j'ou are loosed ; by his death you are qi 
ened ; and by his stripes you are healed. Nor : 
we regard the last dismal sutferings of the Kedee 
in the light of an atfecting tragedy, but of an evan 
cal history. 

Already he had made his triumphant, tb< 
lowly entrance into Jerusalem, riding upon an aa 
amid the acclamations of the populace, in accomp 
ment of an ancient prediction. His eye had mi 
in tender compassion over the bloody city. He 
eat the last pAssover, and instituted the new sole 
ty of the supper. Many excellent discourses he 
made to his sorrowful disciples ; and, by the ai% 
cant ceremony of washing their feet, he stronglj 
rulcaied, how by Jove we should serve one anothf 
all humility. — But as once we saw him in the wil 
iiessy let us now aUeud him iato that garden of 
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ane, the scrne of his dreadful agcnj ; ^here he 
le the ivine-press «Ione ; or, ralher was trodden in 
^vine-press of his Father's v/rath; where he was iu 
he mysteries of woe ; where he beheld the angry 
? of God ; and felt the stin^ of death, long sharpen- 
if we may use the expi-egsion) iijwn the ptony ta- 
iof the law, infixed into hi?? very soul. Sec how 
ie^ all prostrnle on the ground, and jirepsed out oi" 
sure ! with an invisible load, till large red dropn 
lood iss^ue from every opened pore I What words 
e these, O Savior, Ihat dropped from thy lij's in 
sore and fdooily eonflict, %viicn, in the most for 
I manner, thou didst deprecate the bitter cup i*— - 
I it the prospect of thy cruel death ? Was it the 
>r of thy crucifixion, that made thee stand aj^hast- 
to shrink back with shuddering horror ? O no. — 
' martyi*s have n^Joiced even in the sternest tribTi- 
ui<, have bid defiance to all the variety of torture, 
resolutely met the king of terrors in his most for- 
Rble armor. For th^y beheld the face of God clad 
I sweet smiles, while their afflictions did abound. 
thine it was to knc»w tlie power of Gmfs ani^er : 
irding to his fear, so is his wrath. It was th<'. 
ten of our guilt ; and it was the lively sense of the 
lighty^s indignation, that filk-d thee witji such a* 
ing anguish { and extorted from thy humtm na 
, confession of distress, in tears and groans, an<l 
'ers to him that was able to sa\e thee from death. 
But he survives the blooily sweat, being Ktrenp:th- 
1 by an angel, and supported by his own divinity: 
■n, lo ! the perfidious traitor comes and dares ap- 
if h to salute with a treacherous kiss, those lips 
knew no guile. For the wrelchei! gain of tliirty 
es of silver, flie price of a slave, when pushed by 
►X that lie died, (a jjoodly price that he was prized 
iy Ihem !) di«'. this miserable sinner betray hifr 
'} and master. O cursed lust of gold ! to what e- 
ncNi3 crimes cnn^t thou urge on the iiuinan mind ! 
iitwlio'lire th^-e he brings along with him ? Rn- 
island J€w«j >?enl from the hi^h v>m»-*vS, " ^Vn te 
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ihc he.ithen mge, and the people imaiXHie & vam thing, 
to plot a<);Kiii3t the Lord, and his anointed ?'^ AgtiinBt 
whom do tliey come thu:< equiped with swords and 
Btaven ? — IJut vftiat U this? — They go hackwanl, and 
Tall to tlie ground ! — Understand, ye wicked, that he 
fe al)le to slay you with the hreath of his mouth, and 
oast you down beyond the poHsibility of arising. But 
Ills hour iri now come. — Take him — and Irad him a- 
\ray. — liCt the disciples retire at the [lerinission of their 
Lord. — And thou, Peter, put up tliy sword — leare 
vengeance unto God. 

The breath of* our nostrils, the anointed of the 
Lord is taken in tbeir pits. He is bound like a male* 
factor, who proclaims liberty to the captives. Eaasly 
could he act the Sampson upon this occasion. Butlbe 
Justice of his Fatlicr forbids it; and the cords of Jlfe 
own love, stronger than all fetters, hold him fast.— *■ 
Where do they lead him but to the high priest, as i 
lamb to the slaughter ? » 

In vain docs the conscience of Pilate remonstrate 
the innocency of the Pannel. In vain does the wife 
of Pilate dissuade from sanguinary methods, and tell 
about her ominous (beam tlie preceding night. The 
(tillj''. judge, intimidated by the threats, and dunned by 
the clamor of the mob, delivers Jesus unto their will, 
and rcleapca unto tliem tlie murderer whom they pre- 
lercd. — What barbnrous indignities were done unto 
liim both before and after lie received his sentence, 
may justly raise our wonder, %vhile they excite our de- 
testation. Lo ! he is exceedingly filled with con- 
temi)t, being forced to wear the ludicrous ensigns of 
majesty. liis crown is a wreath of thorns. His scep- 
tre, a reed. 'J'he judge of Israel is smitten with a rod 
reprorichfully. He hides not his fac'V; from shame and 
epitting. ^riiey rest not here; for his back is pre|«- 
I'ed for the tearing scourge. In these circumstance« 
of disgrace, lie is denied by his only a]>ostIe who had 
tlie courage to follow him. () Peter, hear you not 
Ibr witnesses accu**injr him falsely ? la this your 
kimluesB to your irieuvi ? Where now w your confi- 
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dent boastinjf; ? But no it was foretold by Chiisi ; 
and for this let \i.i pass the time ofuur sojourniii;^ here 
in fear. 

Ah 1 how have we made him to gerve with our 
iniqiiitio.s ! For panting, and spent wiih tuih and eo* 
vereil with blood and sweat, he hears his cross, " his 
visage is marred more than an}'^ niuti'H, and his fo/iii 
morethaa the sons of men." And now he va arrived 
at the appointed place for consummatin;^ the melan- 
choly scene. His garmenia ar3 parted. The assem- 
bly of the wicked enclose him round. They pierce 
Ms hands and feet. Sec how he han;;R suspcuidcd 
on the racking croBS, betwixt the heavens and tho 
earth! 

No fountain relieves his parchinsc thirst ! No 
angel strengthens him from heaven ! No Peter draw* 
a sword in his quarrel! His inexpre?.3lble torments 
are not able to command one tear from the nnpityini; 
spectators, who shake the head at him in cruel scorn, 
■wrest hi J words, and mock his prayers ! — Even the 
ton withdraws his light ! O golden ruler of the day, 
didst thou fly thepaia of thy Maker ? Or, was it in* 
censed justice, that arrested thy beams from giviiig; 
light unto the suffering Surety ? But, more horrid 
was the darkness of his soul, when thou, O heavenly 
Father, withheld the pleasing beams of thy counte- 
nance. Pcrscculed, but not forsaken^ may be the motto 
of the sufTerin'; saint, but not of the suifering Savior. — 
Bven in this hour and power of darkness, he casts not 
his confidence away ; but, iKuin,;;; commended Ki^k 
mother to a beloved apostle, and his spirit unto bis 
beloved Father, he bows the head, and renders uj) the 
ghost. — The earth quakes. The dead arise. The 
temple rends her vail. Then were ye spoiled, O 
principalities and ])0weps. Then Justice was satisfied ; 
the law was magnified. The mighty works which 
had employed the thoughts of CJod from all everlas- 
ting, and which shall Ire the subject of the most de- 
lightful contemplation to all the redeemed company^ 
worid vfiihoui end- did theiirecm^ W* Q.vi\i^^^x«BK^^^^^^• 
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that this dying love or God might dwe 
^ror ia om* thoughts ; constrain us to every dul 
doler U3 from every bui ! Must the Son 
expiate, with such direful Huflerings, sin, not hi 
What then must they endure for their own sh 
refuse to learn, from this aniaziufic example, 1 
nite evil of that abominable thing ? 

Great was thy victory, O death, when c 
Son of God slept in the chambers of the tomh 
souer of darkness; a pale and ghastly corpse 
wo unto us, .if the gospel history had left him 
ellent grave. Then had the expectation 
j)oor perished ; then had his promise failed fo 
I ben bad we been still in our sins, unpurged. 
d'.nied. 

Biit the third day beheld him emerging fi 
darksome grave. In vain they set a watch, a 
Uie stone. It is not possible he can beheld 
vt'ouinLs of hid body are miraculously healed; 
narated spirit is reunited by a divine power, bf 
'^aw corruption ; and he arises as a man re 
tvith sleep, springu fi'om his bed, when the r 
-hiiios with purple radiance. No more shall ii 
':l()^ thy flesh ; or t;orrow cloud thy brow, O ri 
v'ior. No more shall death reduce thee uu 
aloo-r.y power. Thy warfare is now accom 
and th-t>u hast received of the Lord's hand doi 
all our pins. 

O earth, why didst thou quake ? and what 
hed yoiir repose, ye sleepinj^ hones ? It wa: 
j.res-ence of the Cod of Jacob, Avho lately %va 
jied in weakness; but now he is raised in pow 
The earili casts forth her dead. Sleep on, ye 
vhv/^ jirisont ir of the dust ; a time, a time wil 
wh( n ye too shall awake and r ins;, and ascend 
Vn\i in ih*^ air. Ye living saints rejoice that c 
fcM'ailo'.verl n;» in victory. The grave, that 
u'.onHter, catching the bait of his humanity, \\ 
hwnvv of the hook of his divinity, and swallov 
OAn dctiiruciiQXk^ Now-, may we rest in full assi 
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that all our debt is paid, when, by the order of llie 
Creditor, the Surety- is taken from prison and froih 
judgment. For, lo ! a shining minister, %vho8e coun- 
tenance is as lightning, and his raiment white as snow, 
descends to roll away f he stone from the holy sepul- 
chre ! For fear of him the keepers did shake, and be- 
came as dead men. No doubt he was fully able to 
liaye removed the stone, who had power to lay down 
'hie life, and had power to take it up again. For e- 
Ten the pillars, of heaven tremble, and are astonished 
at his reproof. But it was the will of the eternal Fa- 
ther, that these excellent and glorious creatures round 
his throne, should put this token of respect upon their 
Lord and ours, even in his lowest humiliation.- Hail 
happy day, on which a more glorious work was finish- 
■ ed, than %vhen he planted the heavens, and laid the 
foandations of the earth ! May thai sweet day of sa- 
cred rest be the joy of our souls! Then mjiy we often 
join with God and angels, in remembering this most 
illustrious work, a FiNisrfED redkmption- 

The victory is complete ; what remains but the 
Victor shall triumph ? The atoning sacrifice is offer- 
ed ; what remains but that the high priest shall enter 
within the vail ? Foriy days he converses with his 
disciples, instructing them, in the nature of his king- 
dom, by his heavenly discourses; and confirming 
them in the certainty of his resurrection, by his fre- 
quent appearances. Then does he lead them out aa 
far as Bethany, and the mount of Olives. By that 
way he once came to his ignominious cross, and by 
that way he returns to his glorious crown. And liovf 
did he employ the last parting moments, but in bless- 
ing his beloved apostles ; and assuring them of bis 
being ever present with them in the discharge of their 
office, even when they should see him again no more ? 

Could we have stood among that favored few, 
who %vitnessed this glorious transaction, then would 
wc have seen him slowly ascending from the earth ; 
not snatched as Elijah in a whirlwind ; till an obedi- 
ent cloud receives him from the s\gYv\. Qt \\ie ^'s^^^xiv^''^^- 
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fi;ftzer8, ^ho had already seen enough to safiaiy tl 
faith. ** Be lilted u|) ye evcrla»tini; doors of parad 
thut the king of glory may come in.'^ Listen to 
trium|diaiit 8bout wherewith the blesr^ed assembly I 
ed his arrival. Observe the trophies of his viet« 
the blunted sting of death, arid the keys of hell 
the grave. Great whs the pomp thou Sinai didst 
bold, when the holy One descended on thy top, 
out oi' his right hand went a fiery law ; but gre 
doubLless was the pomp, when he ascended on b 
leading ca])tivity captive, after he had magnified 
law, and made it honorable. 

Now, reign for ever, blessed TiOrd Jesus, i 
thy heavenly throne. For ever shall a crown of 
ly encircle thy radiant head. No more shalt i 
complain of a sorrowful soul, or a forsaking God.- 
IVith what infinite satisfaction shalt thou for ever 
volve thy past agonies, and see the travail of 
floul ! Obedient angels cast their crowns l)efore tl 
With thee shall the church militant swell their c 
evrn in this vale of tears. And unto thee shall 
triumphant church ascribe eternal praise, saying, ^ 
a loud voice, " worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
ti^ci'ive [tower and riches, and wisdom, au4l stren 
ami iionor, and glory, and blessing." To Join 
sotu^s on high, may we also in thy due time be brou( 
Amen. 



ON CHRIHTLMD IN TIIK fiR.WE. 

IS this the place 1* Is this the gloom ? How 
loial the situation ! how ghastly the appearance! 
there his face defilcMl with deadly paleness ! his i 
cicksed in death ! IIU body, co\ered with hide 
Hounds, and scars of i^rnominy, lies Htiifand mot 
h'Hs, wrapped in a mournful shroud ! O how unlike 
place, the state from v.'hene(» thoti didst descend ! j 
froH it then for this thou V^a lUe hLios ? Is thU 
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)n9 person by whom the worlds were made ? who 
the starry gloijes on high ? gave rays unto the 
and brightness to the moon ? He thunders with 
oiee of his excellency ; frighting the nations with 
remendous roar. Lo ! silence broods around him, 
as the night, or summer's noon-tide air. Ah ! 
e is thy glory fled ? Where are those bright mi- 
ps who have in charge t#be thy constant atten- 
I, in all thy ways to keep thee ? those who pro* 
led thy birth ; hymned thy arrival on this earth, 
vho, %vith kindly services, refreshed thy wearied 
B, in the day of thy temptation in the wilderness ? 
have you abandoned your Lord in such disgrace ?" 
do you not brighten this dismal place with your 
tiai splendor, that it may look somewhat like the 
of such a person ? But, what are ye*? Such a 
erious event the sun could not behold, had not 
overeign Mind, who rules on high, consented. — 
why, O heavenly Father, wouldst thou forsake 
arling of thy bosom, who ahvays did the things 
h pleased thee ? as was by thee declared, when, 
the opening cloud, thon sent the heavenly Dove, 
restetl on his head when he ascended from the 
smal waters. The hoary ba])fiBt marvellecf ; and 
IT beholder was lost in admiration. A voice soun- 
Tom the excellent glory ; a voice which was af- 
ards repeated : ^' this is my beloved Son, in %vhom 
%vell pleased." 

Forbear, vain mortal, to tax the divine procedure, 
see the Surety, who just now paid the debt of 
dnd. You heboid the slaughtered victim, the sa- 
je of a s wee t-smel ling savour. Though here the 
dy part of his humanity is humhied for a i'uv.v ; 
ihortly, very sliortly, you m«y, with raptured eyes, 
»ld him emerging from thepe darksome shades 
h like the %i«?oron3 sun. But know, that thine 
rity did bring him to the dust of death, and plunged 
in these dejiths of ignominy. 
Ah ! cursed monster sni, what hast thou done? 
saeriy heard thou cast the anc«ilft fcom V^wNvcv^^ 
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abodes to coants of dark destruction : and aid 
driven by thee from paradiHP, and all its flowery 
Bures. By your means the race of men were bu 
a watery grave. Yoii called for fire and brimsti 
lay in ashes the proud towers and f ents of wick 
and lust in Sodom's evil day. Thine is the 
leiice : the bed of languishiiis; is thine, and ever 
nPHu : yon opened the pt of corruption, and fui 
with deadly arrows, the inexhausted quiver of il 
•r terrors. Were not these achievements suffic 
glut thy rage? With these, audacious monste 
might have been content. How dared you attr 
Son or God, and kill the prince of life ? Bu 
for this, thou thyself shalt die. Thyself shalt 1 
demncd. Lo ! in that grave I see thee laid, a 
dually shalt thou consume away, till even tl 
and solid liones shall be reduced to dust, wi 
vestige remaining. 

©N CriRIfiT RISING OUT OF THE GRAViJ. 

1 WILL not anxiously enquire, who shall 
away the aUme ; or waft nie over the K«»as, to vi 
local Hpot where the dead Kedenner was laid a 
less eori»se. This I leave to you, sons of de 
who, destitute of true devotion, trudge many j 
less step. Hut let me find the holy sciMilchre 
fiehl of me<litalion ; and on the feel of love, ai 
the eye of faith, let me approach and view t]i< 
whore thou, O F^ord, i\UUi lie. 

When he hehehl the jcjrave of liazanis, he 
Shall i not drop a tear, when, Oh ! it was mine 
ty that brought him to the dust of death, and 
his eyes iu cruel Kluni!>ers? Hut, wherefore w< 
Why not rejoice also ? O death, where is thj 
ner? He is not here, hut he is risen ; for th 
morn beheld him deKi)i.5e the grave. 

I If ros!\ hrrosr ; hr htirsl the bars of thai 
J ml with kbn all cur Irium^ift, oVr tkc torn 
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Wliat an agreeable perfiihic is exhaled fnMn i\dh 
delightful place ! Here is no noisome grave ; for, no 
sepulchral stench offends the nostrils. The sacrifice 
of a sweet-smelling savour hath left a most inviting o- 
dor, which resCoreth my soul again. 

But }iath he left those garments, this linen pure 
and while; emblem of his unspotted righteousness ; to 
me and all his followers ? Like the divine Elijah, 
who left this mortal stage, nor felt the stroke of death ; 
(a privilege which, for our sakes, was not indulged to 
a far greater than he.) Lo ! there a napkin to wijte 
all tears from off all faces. Lo ! garments of salva- 
tion, and linen pure and white, are ready at your hand. 
Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

My languid spirits revive : I feel a lively vii^or 
diffuse itself over all my powers. What wonder that 
nch quickening iuflueuce proceeds from thy 5»epul- 
chre. Lord of life ; when even a prophet's sleeping 
booes touched into life a stiffened corpse. So sacred 
pjloiy tells. Here let me come and bring my lifeless 
Mrt, when deadness seizes my soul ; here let me en- 
ter; here let me dwell. 

My lusts be buried here ; for ever lie entombed 
my fears. O death ! where is tby stins;? Where is 
thy victory, boasting grave ? I no more consider thee 
as a gloomy dungeon. Now thou art a (juiet sanctua- 
ly ; a downy bed; a lightsome mansioni-and a peace- 
ful haven in order to receive the weary wanderer, 
long lost upon this troublous ocean of anxious cai-ej* 
and tribulations. 



ON' CHRIST COMPARKD TO THE HV!!^. 

SEE there the glorious ruler of the day ; who re*^ 
jokes as a strong man to run a race ! H^ nniveisul 
in his influence ! how rapid and how constant is Ms 
motion ! that heavenly lamp has blazed for muitltutlcs 
Mf ages iu the blue vault of the fticms^mtixV. YAxv\i\\^i> 
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hare nri.^i'ii ami ilrcaylcl ; ixipiilous cities hare Wn 
U\\i\ ill aslicH, ivillidiit any trace now nMiiaiiiiiip; of their 
anc'ic*iit «lif:nily ami K«"*n<l<'"r. All Hh'ho revolutions 
Iijiv4» lii't'ii Ih'Ik'IH l»y tliiH bright <\vc\ of the worlili 
ivitlmiit any visiblr iliinintition, or niatrrial atu'ralion. 
The wIlsanH! mm now cIkti'm us willi liirf beanw that 
urosr iijion I'onnrr s;(>nrratio!iH ; and will aclmiuiMter 
(hf sanic consolation unto fitlu^rs, when wv. shall lie 
laiil in the dust. Whether sliall we most admire Uie 
heauly or the UHefulnesH of f hiw reKplendant luminary? 
Not a more lieuuteous creature did ever drop from the 
creating; hands of the Almighty. 'Vo this hri|;ht orb 
we are indehte<l for cluMTful li^ht ami f^enial warmtlk 

Without his powerful aid, we t-hould for eid 
mourn under (lie frown of hideous darkness ; and |iilie 
away under the pitTcing raj:;e of winter. The rireil 
would he li«irdened into ice; and tlie moimtaina C4e 
vercd with eternal snow. Who could live in hiBCoMt 
lV<'re it not for his beneficial inthience, our eyea ivoul) 
not be charnicd utili sitrht'of vernal bloom, or 8000 
nirr\s rose: our nnslrils w<»uld not be salntrd with the 
nweetsfd' the j;nrden ; o:ir taste wouhl not be re jB;aled 
ivitb the fruits of tiu^ autumn, ami pii'Iilen treasurer of 
Ihe harvest. It is this which maKes the melancholy 
desert to rejoice ; tlie fields to smile; the little hillnto 
Kin^. When he rejoices in his east, how do th«chee^ 
ful binls hail ids arrival ! and vwn the domls of ine- 
laneholy nre dispelled fnun the human nund. Fair IB 
him-^elf, he beiiutifie.H all nature's works, lie painti 
thetlowersof thesprin:::; he clothes in sunny rolMSS 
the rone and the lily ; he tips with f;old the morning 
niid the ev«niU;U; doudn ; nnd in the day of raiu, tiM 
bri,';ht ctherial l)ow deri>f:s fnun him that inimitaUe 
briirhtnesfei which cliarniH the eye of ;j;a/.in^ multitudvii* 

Fair looks (he sun, and fair the nuu'niuK-ray ; but 
not to be compared with the beauty of the Lonli 
which af)ofli ull tbini^s the sanctified soul is dcHiroul 
o! belioldiniic. (> thou who wast dead, and art alive a- 
C'un; who livcMt forever; thou bri:;bti*st Sun ofrifjll- 
^rousunHH, that HWjie.OlA\ u\ Uvi* Wviiuiuu'at of the church 
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llie most early nges ; that exislcdst before the 
spring knew his phice ; and thou wilt be unto thy. 
le for an everlasting light ; who shall declare thy 
'hless iieauly ; thy (lazztiug splendor; thy nniver- 
rinueiice ! AVJien we essay to lift our weak and 
y eyes lo thee, we are not able to take a steady 
of (he incomprehensible glory of thy mysterious 
)n ; for thou dwellest in the darkness of too much 
. Ky thee is life and. immortality brought to 
; ami, were it not for thy directive ray, who 
Id gnifle our feet in the way of peace ? We no 
' need to wander i:i uncertainty; nor is the grave 
;h!i'ul pm.-^pect unio dying mortals. In thy light, 
t im' walk ; and i'.i thy ll^rht work out my own 
»li«n. O warm my cold aUVctions, and melt my 
n heart with tliy all-|.ower.ul «:eM!iH. Enkindle 
a flame an many waters Ciiin.it ipiench. — iti vaiq, 
:>s »el-ministers, ye stars in the firmament i)f the 
ph ; in vain ye shed your feelde rays, when he, 
Pountnin of your day, refuses to arise. Ye twink- 
SDarks of worldly co«n*'orts, you cannot drive away 
light of melancholy from our dejected spirits; liut 
fi he scatter:? his rayf, and shews hie face, O how 
diadows Hy away ! 

Then cheerful nc^s and Joy return unto the soul, 
the voice of melody i«s heard in the tabernacles of 
•iirhteotis. '* The llowers appear on the earth 5 
lime of the singing of hirds is come.'' liut when 
ides away his face, ah ! what withering of the 
! Then, ye trees of righteousness, the planting of 
Loni, that he may be glorified, resign your bloom- 
jtride ; and your f>ranches are not loaded, as usual^ 
; the fruits of righteousness. 

When clouds anti darkness are round about u:?, in 
(lark day of triiiulution and aniiciion, wh.«t dip ul 
m would overs' 'read our souls, but that this kiudly 
of righteousnc ss stamps 0:1 our blackest cl»>«.(!s a 
ioufl Mj-!itne*<'«. ft is the bow in the cloud, which 
:e9 ttur d'irkue:^ smile. 
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Bivadful was that eclipse which thou elitist labor 
un*ler, O tlioii Light of the world, when ofTeriiig up 
thyself throu;j;]i Ihe eternal Spirif. From the huliiig 
of the Father's face, from the frown of his angry coun- 
tenance, wast tliou f horn of thy rays. Arraigned be* 
before an earthly trihnnal, comleniued with injustice, 
ivounded with ignominious scourges, and piercing 
thorns, and cruciiied with unutterable agony, I see 
thee descending into the grave. The rocks, the flinty 
rocks, had compassion upon thy piteous sufferings; 
nor could the sun conceal his indignation ; for in that 
hour and power of darkness, he laid aside his bride- 
groom attire, ami clothed himself in sackcloth. R«l 
and bloody was thy seltinjfjn the evening of thy mo^ 
tal life; but glorious was thy rising in the morning of 
thy resurrection. 

For UH, not for thyself, thou wast rdip&ecl in silcR 
Mooil> ssuJieriiigp, that we might not for ever dwell ia 
the il'.rk regi(»ns of the .shadow of death. Shine. thott 
for e\ er Idesst «l Jesus, in the firmament of the churcHy 
au4i :ii the iinname.it of my soul. Who tihall pluck 
tluo l>')sn thy s. there, or arrest thee in thy progress? 
Not .'lii ihe pouters of hell, nor the united force of in- 
Viarii In.sts, and stroii<2; eortu|'tibns. Arir»e upon the 
dark* i.('d natio'is with healing in thy wings ; anil 
clr '.•«' <;way ignorance and delusion, by the brightness 
of ih;.«;c)n»ing. 

HIessrd are those happy people on whom thou 
«'pre.«dest thy cheerful light ; who triumph in thy 
hraijis, and solace themselves under thy genial warmth* 
]\uU ah ! how many times thy rays are intercepted by 
the moon of a present world interposing itself betwixt 
thee and us! How frequently the cares; Iioav fre* 
frecpiently the comforts of this life lie too near my 
heart, and shew big in my eye, and hide thy chec^ 
ful 'ace from my soul! Ijow often have the cIouiIh 
A>f jM-evailing iniquity, and reiterated provocations, Cii- 
%ercd the face of my mind, auil blotted out the day! 
O si-atter thy victorious r •%> a^iroad, and chase them 
from thy bky ! Biol out a» ix cVoud my transgression?* - 
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end as a tliiek eloud my sins, hy the rays of thy jue;^ 
tifyiug righteousness and sanctify in j^ influence?. 

Bless the Lord, ye highly favored, w!io bask iu 
his raj's, and walk in the light of his counion.-'.nro. — 
*' God is the Lord, which hath shewed uh li^ht : bind 
the sacrifice with cords unto the horns of the cdtar."-— 
For, " through the tender mercies of God, the day- 
spring from on hiti;h hath visitetl us." AValk in the 
light while you have it ; and remember the days of 
darkness ; you know not but they h^hall be many. 
\ O ye that fehnnber upon your b^ds ; and waste 

ymr golden sc:»son of grace in indolent repose ! a- 
wak^ arise ; go forth : and behold him coming f<H*th 
'of his chamber as a bridegroom. 1''he darkness is 
pasf ; the shadows are fled ; the wild beasts have now 
retired to their dcni;; the bird? of parad.ise rejoice; 
ami the voice of glacUiess is heard in Immanuers land. 
Now is the time for the traveller to glory, t(» pursue 
hs journey to the better country. Shortly (he night 
Cometh wherein no man can work or walk : a nii^ht 
Hwt will not know the dawninrrof the day. " Awake 
thon that sleepest, and arise from the dead ; and Christ 
«hall give thee light." 

L 

* Ob CJirists cmnparina; himself to tlie rose of Sharon, and 

the Lily of the vaUics, Song ii, 1. 

" LET another praise thee, and not thine own 
Jips," is a maxim that includes not within its verge 
him who is Immanuel, and infinitely exalted above 
^\ the rank of mortals. In him self-commendation is 
Jwth graceful and useful. O fairer than the sons ot* 
JBen! so transcendant is thy excellency': so exalted is 
Ihy dignity; thy perfection is so boundless; thy beau- 
ty «o matchless, so unparalelled, so elevated to the 
Wghest degree; that words cannot express, thoughts 
canaot reach lliy glory. Thou only knowest what fu!- 

M 
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ncsiS (1;ou coniaine of grace and truth. No twelliii; 
prii^.e, or ovj;r-valuation of thyself, are fodged, or could 
loi\^{i is \hy sacred breapt. Thou only canst with 
'Kaltty, vvitii modesty, with decency, commend thy 
worthy Self. O may I catch the flame thy worcte 
ivouKl enkindle, and the opening of tliy lips would in- 
ftpire in wy soul ! 

Of all the flowers that imbibe the dew, and ex* 
■pand their leaves to the morning ray, the rose and the 
lily are the moHt goodly and deliglitful. These chanD- 
iug sifters are signalized, both for* their beauty and 
fhcir fragrance. AVell may the lovely Jesu» bc^ 
tembled to thci^c blooming ornaments of the garAn. 

View him in his person. The lily of his dIviBh 
ty is wedded to the rose of his humanity. In pre- 
sence of his divinit^s the full blown lily, when bathed 
In the evening or morning dew, can boast no perfee» 
tion. For even the sun is ai^hamed, and the moon 
confounded, when he unveils his glorious hrightnen* 
In presence of his humanity, the sweet and blushing 
i*ose loses her lustre. Beauteous was his soul, and 
beauteous his body. As to the former, it was adora- 
ed with all the beauties of holiness ; and as to the 
latter, doubtless it shines Avith comely grace. Tho* 
in tlip days of deep humiliation, his face was furrow- 
ed with sadness, his visage marred more than any 
man's, and his form more than the sons of men, now 
Joy brightens his countenance, and smiles for ever in 
bis eyes. 

View him in his mediation. As he is the repr& 
sentative of sinners unto God, he is the rose of Sha- 
ron in his bloody satisfaction ; the lily of the rallies, 
in bis immaculate obedience. Wherefore art thou 
red in thine apj>arel ? What, unworthy cause hath 
defied with b]oo<1 thy majestic looks, and stained all 
thy raiment, () thou rowe of Sharon ? "I have trod- 
den the wiue-nress alone ; aiul of the people there 
was none with me." The sword of my Father's in- 
dignation hath awaked against me, the man who am 
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jils fellow. T^hcrefore am I red in mine apparel, ancl 
my garments like on^ Uiat treadeth out the wine- 
press. Canst thou spy any flaw, any the smallest 
derormity in the lily of the vallies ? No more in the 
obedience of the Son of God. Though he, hy divine 
imputation, was made sin for us, and even by human 
reputation, was an egregious transgressor, yet was he, 
boly, harmless, and undefdcd. Undefiled in his na- 
ture, by inherent corruption, and undefiled in his life, 
by actual transgression. — View him in his mediation, 
as he is the representalivc of Go(| unto sinners. In 
the clemency of his government, h? is like the gentle 
lily ; in the severity of his administration, like the 
inflamed prickly rose. In the threatenings of his 
holy law, he is fiery as tlie i-ose : in the promise of 
the gospel, he wears the lily's winning aspect. If we 
ire not attracted hy his smiles, we shall be appalled 
by his frown, when he arms his angry countenance 
.irith terror. 

KoAv reviving, how exhiliratieg, the fragrance 
tbat is exlialed from this plant of renown, which re- 
storeth the soul again ! When we obtain a smell of 
this heaven-|)la?ited flower, the heart is glad, the 
tongue rejoices, the sun puts on a brighter beam, and 
every thing which we behold assumes a brighter 
aspect. 

No roses could equal those of Sharon ; no liliet 
like the lilies of the vallies. * What grows in an irrig- 
aoua soil, such as the low grounds usually prove, by 
Kason of the numerous rills which descend from the 
neighboring mountains, must be oC more exquisite 
kind, than the prwiuce of the high and parched lanth:. 
—In all things blessed Jesus, thou must have thfi 
'S^eminence. If thou art a rose, thou art the rose of 
SJiaron. If thou art a lily, thou art the lily of the- 
▼allien 
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•N WALKING IN THB SPIRIT. 

THE walker in the Spirit, is a peraon whwc 
goodness and devotion come not by fits and starts^ 
and on some rare occaHions ; hut are habitually preva- 
ienl in the tenor of liis lite. It is true, like the whole 
ipi ritual creation, he groans under the bondage of 
corruption ; yea, the more spiritual he is, the more 
carnal he sees himself to be ; like that most holy a- 
poHtle, whose mourning complaints are yet soundini; 
In our en.rs : " I'he law is spiritual ; and the com- 
3Ti(«ndment holy, just, and good : but lam carnal and 
sold under sin.'* But a spiritual iVnme is his element ; St n 
with careful assiduity, he cherishes those good imprieiK : 
aions that may be made upon his heart by the Hol}^ • 
Ghost; of which he judjces by their conformity to the 
divine law. To the guidnnce and impulse of that bo^ ^ 
fy invisil)le Agent, he endeavors to 'surrender himself, 
in every action of his life. That he may not fpiencB' 
thi.? holy tire, he cnisj«bes in the bud the rising thought 
of sin ; dasihcs against the stones the infant tempta- 
tions; avoi<U the snares of evil company ; the practi- 
sinj:: of known sin ; the indulging of unlawful plear 
fiures ; and anxious cankering cares about the tbiogi 
of the earth, lie is ever stiulying to picture cut in 
his liie some spiritual grace. — Spiritual truths are the^ 
most savory of all otIierr» unto his tr.ste ; for the 
hlf ^-sed Comforter, according to the prontise of Christ, 
takes the thin?]:B of Christ ; shews them unto him; and 
lemU him into nil truth. Those are the liifht of bii, 
fyr.^. ; the j<»y of his heart ; more tasteful and delK^ 
ri )iii than lioney from the comb. — Spiritual blessinJP 
he r.jtccma the most superhitive and excellent. Urf 
J!^lc:e«i not after the (lesh, setting an high estimate od. 
tho.-v things that m;-i;e the fairest shew in the eyee.iJr 
mtiii'al men, who cannot receive things of the Hpirft' 
o!'(«o'l ; 'lut spiritual riches, honors, pleasures, spirit-' 
uul hknAn^Q la Christ Jesus 5 the^c arc the better 
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tiling for wEich he pants, and tvhei^ein he greatly r^ 
joices. — Spiritual thoughts are the native produce of his 
mind, arising from his heart as water from a living 
spring. As it is natural for a mother, to think of her 
sucking child ; for the merchant, to think of his mer- 
chandise ; for the scholar, to think of tliat particular 
science he Js best acquainted with ; for them that are 
after the flesh, to mind the things of the flesh : so it is 
natural for the spiritual walker, to mind the things of 
the Spirit ; when he buys and sells, when he plows 
and sows ; when he sits in the house, or travels on a 
journey ; as well as when he prays in his closet, or 
lepairs unto the place of the holy. In every object he 
ii disposed to see God ; in every sound to hear him ; 
^ fo taste him in all that is sweet ; to admire him in all 
ttat is great ; to love him in all that is lovely ; to re- 
fjBrence him in all that is dreadful. He pcrceivciv 
with David, the voice of God in the voice of a railing 
Shimei ; and discerns, mth Job, the hand of God ia 
the hand of a plundering Chaldean. Every creature i» 
Bate him a Jacob's ladder, by which he ascends into 
heaven. — Spiritual intentions reign in all his enterpri- 
ses and actions, both civil and religious. Hence the 
UKXBt ordinary occurrences of life are sanctified, whe- 
ther he eats or drinks ; while the very sacrifices of the 
wicked are an abomination to the Lord. — Spiritual 
ttiotives induce him to the hatred of sin, to the prac- 
tice of duty, to the pursuit of good. He abhors that 
Which is evil, as well because it defiles, as because it 
destroys. He performs what is commanded, because 

I it is commanded ; and not that he may be seen of men* 
He asks temporal and spiritual blessings from above ; 
Aot that he may consnme them on his lusts, but that 
God may be glorified in all. — Spiritual duties are his 
Migbtful recreation ; he thinks not of them with re- 
kietance; but anticipates, in a joyful expectation, tho 
itated opportunities of intercourse with heaven. It is 
Mthis body that leads the mind, so much as the mind 
^t leads the body, to any holy exercise. When he 
fcUs upon his knees in prayer to GoA)^^^ ^o«a^^\,SxQW&' 

nZ 
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tlie «U*vn, or from the world, to God*; but from Clod to 
<« ■ ; oecuuse he id iu ihe tear of the Lord all' lUf 

loiii;. 



ON A CODLV MAX. . 

THOUGTT he esteems it idolatry to make image* 
of God ; yet, he bnusieir 1:3 a picture of God, walkiug i 
up (Uti down ill ihe earth; and lie reekoiis it his great- #| 
csi (hily and htiiiorto he so. The i^lory of God is the 
end of all hid aeiiou.s civil and relipous ; and a tax 
\vh!ch he iimvh unto hhn with the ti>anie coudcienn^g^ 
till, no renders unto Cajsar the thiniiB that are Ci»?i 
s.M-V-j. The disdiMSure of all the world, when laidl^' 
the i.diuice willi (he smallertt frown of his Father m 
hfiven, it* li.i:hter ihan a feather j»oi«e<l apiinst a taleit 
of ^rold. f*id ii'he liff upon him the lii^ht of liis cooa- 
ien .<ice, it is as imj'Or'silde for him to he miserahle, 88 
it .voul<l I»e for one to shiver with cold, who in th« 
iv.^: mo.-i months? of ssunimer, should husk in the meridi- 
an sini. T!ie sovereijjin authority oi' God stir^ hiw 
tip u> all his dulies ; without which they wc'.dd not be 
pro »er ohedieiice. The same hijjh will ofGodrecoB* 
<»il»\s him to every ad\erse dis|;ensation; J»ayjnfi;» with 
the mcK^t h<>norn»»!e of all suiferers, "the cup which 
my 5'\'jtiuM' li.'Jh t!;lveii me, tjluTll I not drink it ?*' — Bf 
a'l the s1re-ii!isof crealeil ji'oodnes**, he is led nntoGoil} 
n.'. ilie lounlaiu, from whence they arise. He seet 
GoJ in every object ; he rcicards hirn as his awful 
^vi'ness ; so ihat lie can never he alone, either in th« 
!*oIit-irv field, or secret ch;iml>er. Prayer is not hit 
dr.id'jierv l»*i( hi-^ elennnt. He not only a dd resides tn« 
throne of (rroce, when he Ins some petition to lod|8 
thrie; or Kiine inleres.^ to prosecute; hut when h* 
h'is n!» crraUiK if it U not to tell t»otl, how much li* 
!(»■. ey him: h:>\v d^'Mrou** he is of fello\v.'*!np withhillf 
^nd to i^ee his pow<T and glory iu t.fce gauctuary. 
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There is a myfttcry in Ihe whole of Vm cleport*- 
it, when acting like hinnself, which even th<- pn« 
ly are forrecl to reverence. • in vuin fhall they 
lie to burst tht'ir hands, and cast away their cur^H; 
in hU hand is a sharp two edged sword, lie hinds. 
n princes uith cord^, and nobles with tetters oi i- 
. — He that nits in the chair of the scornur, sluill be 
itiy conroiinded ; they dhall he turned back that 
, aha, aha. 

He greatly triumphs over the little insults ofhif^ 
ersarieK. Reproaches shall rebound as burs 1mm 
•polished surface of a looking-cclasn ; shall melt as 
vvballd toH^ed against the sun ; and shall pass a- 
'' as the morning cloud, or as the early dew,-— 

would not. exchange his joy in the Holy Ghost, 
the raptures of the pcholar, the triumphs of the tiiol- 
', and the gratifications of the most sensual epicure. 
V \\'u\v. the tield wherein he forages for joy, even 
rilmlation ! 

Though withered is his vine, hid harp unstrung, 
is the richest of all merchants; for, ffcdfincsSy with. 
laUmetil^ is frriat train. Lay not wait, () wicked 
n, against his dwelling ; spoil not hi^ resting place; 
)r know the Lord hath set apart him that is godly 
himself; the Loril will hear him when he calls un- 
lim." Thouirh he were laid in the h.west pits ; 
!he darkness an<l dee[>s of hell ; yet he could not be 
y wretched, any more than a wicked ummi could 
truly hap;.y, were he admitted lut^ the pure re* 
08 of life and iinmoi'tulity. 



DELIfMIT IN GOD, 

IS a sweet frame of soul wiiereby the real ohri?^ 
i finds all his ainietion-* to he lifthtenei', al? !•!« 
nforls to be sweeteiied, all his sins to It rml itJer- 

and all his duties easy and. de!;i$hl'.'nl. It is fbc 
rrow gl'ali lii^ tacriliccj*, whiUl llio^i^ V\xoXnn^^*>^ 
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ofTer nodiing uhIo GocI, save goodly words, which are- 
culy the outivcrd part of the calves of the Kps, re- 
aemSliiig the hair and skin. It is the conimandfii€nt» 
in keefiing of which he finds its own reward. 

His miud is habitually filled inth holy thooghtf 
of GofI, wiiether he sits in the house, or walks in the 
tield. He remembers liira ou his bed, and meditates 
on him in the night watches, and rejoices under th* 
shadow of his wings. In those solitary momentiv 
when the vile person meditates villainy, and his heart 
will work iniquity ; when the sensual sinner makes, 
provision for the fiesh, to fulfil it in the lusts theceof;' 
when the niiser betakes himself to his gold, and tlit. 
aniliitious to their schemes of honor, he naturally M^ 
tires unto his God, and converses with those thii^' 
above, where Christ sitteth at bis right hand. AflC 
these thoughts arise in liis heart as naturally as tlil, 
fruit-bearing tree putteth forth her blossoms, or tkt 
fountain sendeth forth her waters. 

Religions duties are his element ; and he rejoicef 
when it is said to him, *'*' go up to the house of tlM 
Lord.'^ Not that he may catch the applause of meat 
not that he may only comply v. ith his convictionsi 
and stop the clamors of his con::}<?ience ; not that hi. 
Diay, in some instance, "[ratify his curiosity, and ferf, 
a ticklish fancy, but that he may go to God as bil* 
exceeding joy ; and see his power and glory in tht 
sanctuary. Though the preacher of the word shouU 
charm his ear with the delicate cadency of his voices 
and his eye with all the graces of motion ; if he liear 
not the \niiice of God,^e is frustrated of his most valih 
able end. Ins^^ad of beins: like him of £dom, detain- 
ed before the Lord ; or saying, with the unholy Isra^ 
ites, nken mil the sabbath be over? he binds bissac^ 
lice to the horns of the altar, with no other cortis thiK . 
those of love ; and counts the sabbath a delight. Ai-. 
the soirit of the livim: creatures was -in thy whed%i. 
Ezekiel, so is bis he^rf in duties. 

His worldly comforts ho errasns not with *()•• 
€lo§e Ail embrace, like those foolish aoioials,, who ho^ 



f 



Hi- • 

t^piiiHi 1* deatb ; .but in»inlr rejoicing iit. OcA. 
'ffiuting Ui«in in hb lOom, hefiuils tliem>lruii^ aiM. 

'w Aaim()( perish ia lite sorest ajllkliou, because 
*B ^Vf U bia deligbl. Though the tij>-tree i^hal) 
'^tDVCttn, and the lietds ehfill yl«1il tiu niPiit, he 

^r I'niling retaee to betake liiuiseir unto. 

-s in itie Ltinl, soil is g}nii in tlic Oo<l of his 
In Itie mullilude of hi^ lliouglits williiu 
Ri; conirorls Lord, delight bb auul. 
l^t, O liaw sia is inibitleTed, when be (axteei 
Jayiabiu^ [iteaaurcs tbnt nre at (irxVe tight hnnd T 
mi B CO II tempi! 1)1 e ligbl b« regurda llie Iran^eut 
£joy, for which (he cbil(irc» of eeusuallljr hrF-^9 
Jperhbliag iufrresta, wben, like Adam, they stil 
tSliie fur an ii|i)iIo ! Tor one tnorst^l ut uicat 
oimcH « tiii-lb-rigbt, a» Eunu, ; or la?te., iviUi 
I. but tk liille hi>n<^^. iind lur 1< Uioy iimet di«. 
'iires. not boini; of the i^eusunl kind, fill not 
teeUa with I'lusliiitff} nor is hp"vii)i-aa the cni) of 
iKb. 'lit! cms nol only llic fooiltif Hiiifi^b. ImC 
lad of Oinl. The lliii-s mv ffllk-u to him in |i[ca- 
ices, mill he bus n goodtj" hrritug?, 'Vhc ««»• 

!jipicure. lip iaso imlcb Uie iiiorelemiierutp, ■ 

'^ I'lilicr il^irk^n h!>» unOcrslaiiiliu;, ni>r 

' . IK' , imr tii)<c nwiiy hUhoiirl. .11 in 
■ ititliout Bllo~*, flild ro^e- void 
■ ■■Liidclvcs. he suj'B.j-uurtannlise 
nji' imi'dve deli^jhtd ; aerye j-pur tlivcn 
arcs, nil je (hot «re in Hie Qpsh; l>iil 
^tlinln thy will, O God ;lh3r l,inii !u the 
rfmj llcarl." ^way ivilb tlie we^jffiK fotid of 
P*tl[lfl onions iind lh« gftdlc. Wetcump ll»"U 
'^BiMuna ! Huilypevprlnstingjoy*, whkli do 
tt|4« i\w crncklins orihorns umWii i-cl ; but 
ilTuI light of the Buu, that Bbinclh mow ond 
Ml Uie perfffit daj' ! It f^ yogrs nJone, iinl lo 
_.« By airline-!^, or iii|ii'ril by I!"' "mii'r i>. n I- 
fc; ijDtl I'v^n in ileiilh you aball Oourt^ih like ili-? 
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KEVCRENCE AND GODLT FEAKt 

13 that grace whereby the rea) christian n 
tains, upon his heart, a constant lively sense of th 
finite distance betwixt the infinite Creator, and . 
Heir, a finite creature ; and from a principle of lev 
the glorious Jehovah, as the best and greatest of 
ings, he stands in awe to sin against him, by thinl 
speaking, or doing, what are unworthy the perfecl 
of his nature, and the relations he bears as his Cu 
and Redeemer. 

He IS pecu!iarly cautious, not to intrude, 
bold curiosity, into iho^e sublime mysteries wide 
hath not seen, and which are only comprehensifa 
the divine uiidcr3t?nd«ng, not to censure those du 
sationH which are unarcouutabl^ to ItiR reason, whf 
makes tlarkness hi:* pavilion. 

If, in the jsacred volumes of inspiration, nayi 
ous doctrinp«^are revealed, wMc* far tranKcend liif 
perfect views ; wl^at lie c^-.uot co. 'n>-eli»'«il he I 
bly adi.iire.-^ ; and hetoUer. hi::i^C'lt* to ihv taapctuai 
Paul, (J thchci'-la ! Fov he r;«;!itl . ,i;).U':cH, tliat t 
ignorant of iv!i:it U rcveale-t, is nuL iijoi'i; shameful 
iiigloi'jous, th.an c/iv;u:'Iy to pry i;ilo what God; 
wrapped in darl;i:c5::?. tin coir5'd'.»r;i religion as I 
inga rei«em!)loKce in iL(i bcuit-fi!! If.'.rilc of the ten 
in which there v/iie rat on!;' cninr.'.od?.ou.-i chanil 
and a great var;«ty of iicciiir::ay oi>artments ; bi 
bovo the sacyeil roo»*, hi<;]i towor.i and lofty ba 
inents, wiflch, though r.rn'imcnla! to ti:c build:ng, 
grateful to the v'^ew of tbo }=,!cctrit.or, would ye 
dangerous t(> dimb upon. Tie IiH(>\.'s that It is an 
versary who ?;ets hii'.i on ihvMv pinncicle:^, where n 
ean stand, but he who builds the teiiiftle of the L 
and ilestroys tlie works of the devil. That lust of 
mind which commonly goes undor tbe name of c 
osity, he endeavors to subdue, as well as aiiy oi 
WriUy appetite. 
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If, in the course of proTidenee, the Almighly't 
ilh 'w ID the sea, and his footsteps in the dee^i wa- 
rs ; he is persuaded, that he is able to justily hii 
ays to men ; and fears to snatch out of his hands (he 
Ins of government, or call before his tribunal the 
[|ge of all the earth. If, therefore, he presumes im 
Ik. with him of his judgments, it is with the profound- 
t submission, and the most lowly reverence ; rather 
infessing the darkness of his ow^n mind than chal« 
nging the divine procedure. 

The holy and tremendous name of God he never 
Aes u;i in his lips, but on some occasion worthy of 

lie makes it not n needless expletive of his dis* 
»arae ; nor speaks of it whh au air of indifference ; 
If with a serious countenance, &m\ humble heart, up- 
I the most solemn occasions. When headdresses 
m in (iraycr, (bou&;h he uses a holy filial boldness^ 
!ti8 he singularly carci'ul, lest even this should de« 
uierate into a vile commonness o( spirit, and an un* 
ily familitirity, altogether unbecoming creatures^ 
hoee designation is but dust and aches. 

In the wh&Ie course and tenor of his life, the 
line holy principle makes him fearful of ofTeading 
od, by doing what is forbidden in the law, or neg- 
•ting what is expressly commanded. In ordinances 
* divine worship, he keeps' a steady eye to the sa- 
dmI institutions of the word ; and fears to add inven- 
DOB of his own, as though he could improve upon the 

(hemes of unerring and comprehensive wisdom. 

rmnmptuous sinning, and presimiptuous adding, are 
inalfy removed from him. 

in limes of temptation, he preserves his integrity, 
waase of the fear of God. In times of danger, he is 
Nifident. When sinners in Zion, are afraid, and fear- 
inesn surprises the hypocrite, he fears indeed, but 
Hk* thai filial fear which is the daughter of faith, the 
Mot of love, the mother of obedience^ and the begin- 
lag 4iC wisdom. 
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wolf, *** 7w,anat«vei y" jinffels;— "^^" «i\ them. 
«»■'?""?•» e'o^er U..m the ang ^^^^ beyond tW 

biH « ^'"Wlt Jc««, »B ^^f'" „9 U ever 9«^» 
t-.mP " we we the »n ^ ,g„»n, " rational «* 

immortal ^^^^^ reverence that 4. Mrt^ 

V«^^'^'r -Ued for 'V torn,, e ," '*'"iiheal oi""^"LT S 
«^^^" Tt Je he euterunn. ^'"itVtty ^nS. ^ 
over, ^^"* j.^ncv, *^« *" • « fte\f >v\ucU ue « ^ 
c>v» Z^;^;; r »«^ nVe aoe not gvaU^y- *"* . 

-'•'s':h.U.::t;on.;;S He ^\;^x^ 3 

We oh-..r«c.>c.r i^ o he ouiiht , >^ ^^,, y,e reaj 

';,f VaV.aVU.te g-' .^."eUoct.u.t ,>ow^ ';.irituaV t. 

acc.v,.l='f «;.,j;\,e cauno! *^';,',^'- reason. Hie . 
i„..«.eit, \»f ^^„„„ncea »"f^ "\' fcchled, that he 
aritfht. . "[;„'^„.,WB, «re now im eT. B 
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t binds sheaves his bosom. Neither does he iput 
high estimate on these excellencies, real or sup* 
icd, which he is possessed of. His natural accoin- 
»hnients ; his civil distinctions ; his "religious privi- 
es and attainments ; all these he counts as loss and 
ig. Or, shall we say, he denies his natural, Ids el- 
and his relifj^ous self ? Ue thinks not too highly of 
laelt. — For his natural accomplishments, as the el- 
.nl proportion of his hody, or the sprightliness of his 
id; all thetje, he knows, are the gifts of Heaven ; 
1 but of small account, when compared with the 
re excellent qualities of pure and undefiled reli- 
n. — Nor for his civil distinctions. These he knows 
still more foreign to him, being mere external ad- 
cts, and cannot add one cubit to his stature. — Nor 
his religious attainments. He thinks it notexpedi- 
for him to glory, though he could come to visions 
I revelations of the l^ortl. Far less can lie value 
iBcIf, with the vaunting Israelites, on his church- 
trileges, crying out, ''the law, the law; the temple 
I the Lord ;" and, " wc have Abrahum for our fa- 
ler." 

Let us now see how he standi aflccted to sclf-grati- 

itlon. Those darling lusts, which seemed as much 

art of himself as his right hand, his right foot, or 

right eye, he is taught to deny by the grace of 

d, which bririgeth snlvation. He is not only wil- 

2: to abridge hit.'ibelf of sinful pleasures, but upon oc- 

ion to forego his lawful comforts. To part with 

worldly riche?, for they are not his main treasure ; 

,h his worldly rej*utation, for it is not his chief hon- 

Even the religions and holy desires of the new 

ature he may sometimes lie called to moderate. 

MMigh his hear! ^ilould sicken nt the thought, yet must 

consent to the dcfering of his hopes. If Chiist 

'8, tcuch me not^ ihfn must. he be all submission. 

^arry here a whiie longer in your slate of absence 

m the Loih'i :^' be anpiiesces, though it were far bet- 

todepnrt. Pure are his jdeasures, exalted are his 

■or^ high are his revenues ; wliiist^ thidit bft to!^ 
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please God, he pYeaselb not liSmself. For, while hH 
loecs himself in God, he finds himself again to infimte 
advantage. ? 

Thy glorious pattern, O self'clenying Savior, he 
principally regards, who, for our good and advantaj^ 
pfcasetl not thyself; Yfho subjected to thy heavenl|' 
Father thy human will, in drinking the bitter cup. A 
far more illustrious axample of self-denial than that of 
thy most eminent ajiostle, who pleased not himself, but 
all men in all things, not seeking his own proiit, hut tM 
profit of many. What he only wished for, thou didit 
actually undergo, when thou wast accursed for *tl^ 
brethrens sake, itccording to the flesh. It is Ibine.'O 
humble Savior, to cast this mighty idol self down frixa 
her seat, and utterly abolish It in our souls. Thy hMI 
venly doctrine, though far from flattering the lu9tBr4f 
men, yet is not rigorous and severe, even when tM 
sayest, if an^ inan wUl come after fur, let him dcmf kith 
self. For what thou requirest of us, thou workesC ahi 
in us, and goest before us by thy own encouraging e^ 
ample. For this end thou laidst down thy life, ^'tM 
they which live might not live unto themfe'elvef?> bat 
unto him that died for us.'' 



ON HUMILITY. 

HUMILITY consists in a low opinion of «ie% 
self, and in a conteBipt of vain glory. He that shines 
with th]8 noble grace, la a person whose high imagina- 
tions have been east down ; not by the force of mortl 
precepts, but hy the mighty weapons of the christiAi 
warfare. Once he thought he was something, now he 
sees that he is nothing. Once he was desirous thit 
other men shouhl think highly of him, and he loved ID 
have the preeminence; but now he can, in someaiD- 
cerity, say, with the royal Psalmist, " Mine heart is 
not hsughly, neither are mine eyes lofty. I have be- 
wared and quieted my&eVC aaa ehild weaned of U< 
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BioUier. My soul is even ae a weaned child." Shall 
ve describe bim in relation to bis neighbor, -and to hia 
God? 

In relation to his neighbor, he thinks more mean- 
ly of himself than of others, or than others think of 
. Urn ; and he never abhors himself more than when he 
ib most highly applauded. His Savior was meek and 
lowly, when the multitudes were crying, hosanna. If 
yon reprove him, he esteems it not* an insult, but a 
kindness; and is not ashamed to own that he was in 
fault, or error. Talk to the praise of another before 
Um, and he is not disgusted, as though himself were 
i^Tidled and eclipsed. You tell him that some person 
pC note has been left to fall, and be a scandal to reli- 
gion; is he puffed up on this account ? Nay ; he ra- 
lUier mourns, and adores the freedom of restraining 
oaee towards himself. You inform him of some, who, 
IHtea«l of praising him, revile and calumniate him ; 
ht be is before-hand with his reproachers ; for he has 
•ore ill things to lay to his charge than these yoit 
Ittntion, which makes him as a deaf man, in whose 
nouth are no reproofs. His rest is no iriore wounded 
than a dead man's would be, by thrusting a spear into 
Ids side. The contempt of bad men does not deter 
lum from, nor the applause of good men incite him lo 
tile discharging of religious duties. He loves his 
■eigkbor, not in proportion to the regard his neighbor 
•xpresses to him, but in proportion to his real worth. 
•'« If he talks at anv time in a humble strain about him- 
ff Mif, he is >iiot layiug snares for your applause. His 
k bumble acknowledgments arc not em}>ty words, like 
il the Dei gratia:'' which the proudest kings will write 
■ Bpoo their coiiihi ; or like the pope's subscription to 
be Us haughty Imlis, a servant oj tiu servants oj God ; but 
H ke speaks the genuine sentiments of his heart, and 
fo bom the bottom of his very soul. If he is o1)liged at 
■• lay time to vindicate his character from unjust asper- 
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Aiens, 11 id with the greatest reluctance, and i» afMF 
kist he be talking like a fool. If be comparea him- 
uelf With sinners, be is ready to think himself tbe^ 
•hiefest of them ; if with saints, he apprehends that he 
U the least of them all. He sees some excellency at- 
hout the meanest ol his fellow-christians in which him- 
self is surpassed. His eyes are f uli of his own wanti^ 
and the perfections of other men. 

In relation to God, how does he behave himself!^ 
He thinks that the blessings he receives from God art 
above, and the afiflictions which God lays upon hiitt' 
are beneath bis deserts. As to the former, he cries,!' 
«m not norih.y of the hast of aU thy mercies. As to tlMif'' 
tatter, he acknowledges, thjou hast punished me U0 
than mine inipdty deserves. If he sins against God, ill' 
takes the blame to himself ; but if he does any go(A 
he gives God the praise. J labored; yet not I. Ikb 
unto us, not unto us ; but unto thy name gioe glory ^ 'f"^ 

Instructed by this noble grace, he willingly sul^' 
mits his proud reason to heavenly revelation*; and n^* 
fuses not to admit tor true, those tremendous mysteriet - 
which far transcend his natural comprehension. Bat 
chiefly, being persuaded of the vast imperfection of hii 
own righteousness^ that his goodness extends not mhr 
Go(i; that he is but an unprofitable servant^ anda 
<;reat deal worse, he despairs of himself, flies to the 
.mercy, and submits unto the righteousness of God, as 
ihe Kole ground of his pardon and acceptance. Ha 
rannoi dig, he cannot work for life ; for he is a maimed 
beg?nr ; but to beg he is not ashamed. 

This \fi tbat distinguished character of christiaa 
biiiiiiiity, to which the highest moralist can produce 
110 claim ; nor can ever expect to arrive at, by all the 
precepts of philosophy. O blessed is that man, whoii 
t'lidowed with this humble spirit! Humility, thoa first 
of graces ; thou leading ornament of every noble crea* 
lure; without whom the most glorious accompliil^ 
nients are eclipsed into disgrace ; with whom the niOHt 
onlinary and mean qualifications are heightened into 
glorv t who shQUld i&ot \o^« ^t^y comely featiusea ? aoA 
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what tongne sHotild be silent in thy prttises.? Thou 
art the lioly ornament of angels, who, in the awliri 
pMsence of their Maker, cover their faces with lheir< 
wiagSj and with their wings they cover their hands^ 
when emfrfoyed in services of love to man. 

The saints in every age have gloried in thee, as a 
BiOBt. distinguishing ingredient in their character ; and 
according to their eminency, has been their measure 
of homiUty. The high and lofty One, who inhal^ita 
eternity, and will not give his' glory to another, when 
ffom his high and holy place he views men and their 
mike, he turns away disdainful from the pompous pa* 
-laces of mighty kings, the courtsof popes and sultans, 
■ad throws a favorable glance toward the humble cot- 
1*1^ of him in whose heart thou dwellest. 
/: But above all, to recommend thy heavenly 
chtfrns, the Son of God disdained not the form of a 
Ber?ant, the humble manger, the ignominious cross, 
the gloomy sepulchre. O let not man be proud, when 
Qoi was so humble t Begone from my heatt, all self- 
dating thous^hts ; hence my ambitious desires. But 
lI come holy humility, with all thy amiable train, and 
I fii thy residence in my soul ; predominate in my af- 
I UNtions. Holy Spirit, make all her enemies her foot- 
I bIdoI; and teach me to despise myself, except on ac 
t count of my rational and immortal nature, to S:Mirn 
I iMler my feet all vain glory, and to pursue the honor 
F that Cometh from God only. 
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ON MEEKNESS. 

f THE meek christian is one who has learned,, at 
tha school of Jesus Christ, to restniin ualiwful a;);?er» 
ttHl'to moderate lawful resentment. If he is endued 
with what is commonly called h s^ood natural tern, er, 
he exercises this firood tem-ier from chriatian im>:t'v.3; 
B*ieh as, the pardoning love of God, the comni >ud oC 
Uie law, the exsupple of l-^sus Chi^« v«\tf> ^a& \fift^ 

JN 2 
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and lowly. But though his natural femper BhonlJ 
hapfien to be fiery and eager, he has found the virtue 
of that promise. " The woir shall dwell with the 
lamU ; the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox." He is not angry 
but on just occasions ; and even when the occasion ift 
just, his anger is ke]>t under proper regulations. 

First, he is careful never to he angry but wbea 
there is a cause. To be angry at the irrational cre^ 
turcB, that are not capable of offending, or understand-^ 
ing their offence ; to be angry at h}» brother, becauir 
he reproves him, or because he outshines him in glfl» 
or graces, he endeavors to avoid. But especially br 
trembles to be angry at God ; whether on account i£ 
the strictness of his iirecepts, or the sovereignty of \Mf 
dispensations. Jonah, you did npt well to be angiy(^ 
when God spared Nineveh, that great city, in whUk 
were so manv thousand infants, and also much catliay 

But be the cause ever so just, if it is only a p«ft 
Bona I injury by which he is provoked, he is not aaam 
angry. No ; this is the mark of a fool. By deferrinf 
his anger, he often discovers that there is no reaaoff 
for it ; that no injury or affront was intended agaiflsl 
him ; but perhaps his brother designed doing him a 
favor. He resembles not flax or gunpowder, that 
mount in a blaze at touching the least spark of first 
but he may be compared to green wood that is not eip 
sily blown into a flame ; and to a flint that emits no 
sparkles, unless it be often and violently struck. Ht 
is not much angry. He will he so far from indulging 
the mad sallies of passion for trivial offences, that 
though the provocation were great, and the resentmenl 
strong, he acts like a reasonable creature ; and is not 
unfiited for the duties incumbent on him, whether ao< 
cial or religious. He is not long angry : he loves not 
th:it the sun shouhl go down upon his wrath, fit 
leaves it to the heathens to he implacable. He be* 
licves that anger rests in the iioi^om of none but fools^ 
Be IS swift to reconciliation ; and esteems it his real. 
hop9r to pass ovct a Iraafi^Teev^lou.. 
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Do yon aBk, Tvhat are the evidenees of this fitdt 
of the Spirit ? First of all, it appears by his eourteoiur 
Bad obliging behavior to all, his enemies and persecu* 
tors not excepted. Even theoi he is ready to ser^^e, if 
it lie in. his power, by discharging towards them the 
daties of humanity. It appears by the gentle strain of 
his discourse, which, likie the waters of Siloah, go 
softly. > When he is reTiIed, he reviles not again ; but 
•Ither by a soft answer turns away wrath ; or, by a 
Bisdest silence, and not answering again, he withdraws 
the fewel from the fire of strife. It appears by the 
•ireetness of his looks, which are not sullen and mo- 
nse, but mild and inviting. But chiefly it appears in 
flie thoughts of his heart. The words, the looks, and 
the outward actions, are not infallible evidences of 
tUs heavenly temper. These may be no more but ar- 
tifieial meekness. Even the fell tribunal of tiie inqui- 
Moan can talk in the meek style, and recommend to 
Miey her wretched victims wifh cruel mockery. — But 
U he thinketh in. his heart, so he is. He can think of 
Ui implacable eAemy without wishing a curse unto 
Um. He looks upon rancor harbored in the -breast, as- 
I adre dreadful foe than any outward adversary possi-^ 
Uy can be. 

He is a profitable hearer of the word ; for, he re^ 
Cdves it with meekness. His prayers are pure and 
pievalent ; for he lifts up holy hands without wrath. — 
Bis reproofs are successful ; and let them be never so- 
■harp, are well received, because the spirit of meek- 
ness ^anoints them like precious oil. He is clad in a 
kind of armor that renders him invulnerable. He \\e» 
Ust at the mercy of every puny assailant, that would 
Mack him with the sword of the tongue; because, 
like a deaf man, he hears not. He is a most accepta- 
^ friend, and a most victorious enemy ; and his ene« 
mieB, though like the devil for malice, are Ibrced to re* 
'^rence him. When he shews out of a good convert 
nation his works with meekness and wisilom, he is a 
^Hight image of Christ ; a living representation of God, 
vtao is slow to anger, if grcai fcindncsS) aal Te|^Vx\)R^ 
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hiffkafths eviL Ho tnkes (he most •ffectut^l method 
promote even his temporal interest, ease, j^ml re|iii 
tion. He has the real enjoyment ot* himself; isii tr 
inheritor of the earth. And God at laat will beauti 
hktt «¥ith salvation. 



OV THE MXaCIFUL MAN. 

MERGT 16 a disposition to Teel the miseriea 
others ; and to do what lies in our power to prev< 
and redress them. There is a natural mercj con« 
ing in a softness oF temper, and an STersion at aeeli 
heariuj;, or even thinking of the distresses of our I 
low-creatures; There is a moral mercy, when we p 
the miserable from moral condideralions. Both tin 
may, no doubt, he ibund in unrenewed hearts, and an 
actually praetised by many of the Gentiles that kn 
not God. A man who would shudder in every joi 
to see a fellow-creature broke u[>on iMt wheel, or bn 
on the fire ; a man who would be far from thinking 
a g:lorious spectacle to look at a ditch full of the kdo 
of 6lau|;hlered men, is not immediately a merciful m 
in the full and scri|ituntl sense, it is true, this I 
mane and gentle (em}«er is far more amiable than i 
vage barbarity. To be- implacHlile and unmerciful, 
a truly heathen character ; and the habitations of ci 
elty should be found no where but in the dark ]>lac 
of the earth. But theiT is a christian mercy, which 
often eu.idined as m wei,&:hty matter of ibe law, and 
eminent grace of the gos'^el ; and with which none 9 
endowed but the elect of God; the hoiy and the I 
lovod. Let us describe it from iis springs, its al{jec 
ami its acts. 

The mercifid mnn is one that loves to shew mi 

cy. not only on account of a soft natural temper, bc 

in;'ciTflt, iihilowo'.'hiC'! pniisiileritinns; ^ut from an « 

fejifiif-:! resr. r.' »o the iuifh*? •:;.• fii t-'<Ml i-! hi* holy la 

AH turneui desire ai[t«c couiioiuiUy to hia image ; as 
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>cia11y rrom a serious sense of his pardoning mercy 
fhrist Jesus. How can he but forgive a few pence, 
is himself forgiven in ten thonsaud talents ? Hav 
, all-gracious and merciful, opened his bowels of 
passion to me, a wretched guilty creature : and 
I I shut up my bowels of compassion from my dia- 
led brother ? Shall I put on bowels of adamant 
brass, who am a pensioner of the tender mercies 
od ? It is mercy that feeds me ; it is mercy that 
les me; it is mercy that delivers my soul from the 
(st hell, where I had been miserable beyond all 
ession. I have freely received mercy, and shall I 
Veely give ? He is merciful to others, for God isi 
(ifnl to him. 

Do you ask the objects about ^\hich tliis heavenly- 
«r is versant ! It is the creature that is either ac- 
y under, or else capable of misery. A good man 
srciful to his beast, and much niore to his brother, 
siful to his beast, did we say ? yea, to the beast of 
nortal enemy. He would not suffer the ass of hi9 
malignant foe, to die under his bunlen ; but 
d, according to the divine law, assist the helplessi 
lal. He could not even find in his heart wantonly 
tttroy, or without necessity torment, the most sig- 
int and desfdcable insect. Much wore is he piti- 
nd of tender mercy, towards those more noble be* 
of his own s|)ecies. He weeps with them that 
I. It is not the miseries of the body alone, for 
h he is meltc<l into commiseration. A diseased 
•us goal is, to his view, a far more deplorable ob- 
than a distempered body. He pities the father- 
And the widow; but much more the Goilless and 
^hristless. He beholds transgressors like thee, 
ivid ! and is grieved, because they keep not God*s 

Shall we come to the works of mercy ? What are 
(weet waters that issue from this fountain ? The 
iful man will not always have it in his power ac- 
Y to relieve the distressed, but he weeps for them ; 

ct for tbem; prays f9r theiD) ud. Ug«« Cqx tUftt^^ft^ 
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cor43ing a^ he ia able. If they are iadigent, or ia 
of tlir iiecesaaries of UHp, hungry or naked, h< 
Hum not off with goo<l words; but gives theni 
ihty have need of, or excites others to do it it 
mure wealthy. If they are insolvent, and una 
|)2«y their just debts, he will not imprison, whf 
thing can be had ; nor take for a pledge tlie uteni 
wiiich they must earn their daily bread, or lb 
mcnts in which they must sleep. If they are so 
he will visit them ; if disconsolate, he will d 
them ; if ignorant, he will instruct them ; if do 
he will counsel them; if aspersed and calumniat 
jufstly, he will vindicate their characters; if o| 
ed, be will csjiouse their cause ; if weak, he wi 
their infirmities ; if careless and secure, he iviU 
them, and with eompassion pull them out of th' 
if they have fallen, he will endeavqr to recover 
His wounds are faithful. Blessed be his anger, 
IB kind ; his wrath, for it is merciful. He remc 
the blessed maxim of the apostle James, that '^ I 
Con%'ertcth a soul from the error of his way, sha! 
a Houl from death ; and shall cover a multit 
sins.'" 

He is an image, of God, who delights in mere; 
lemembers it even in the midst of wrath. He 
imnge of Chri.stn whose v.hole life was one con 
track of shewing mercy. liis Miracles were 
the merciful kind, hut two. liis death wasamc 
inent ixt of mercy. And Ktiii he in a mercifu 
Priest, who is touched with tlie t'ei-llus: of our i 
ticH. C ommonly the inercii'ul m<>n oiititins mere 
man, when he stands in need of it ; a^ they hav 
ment without mercy, that shewtd no mercy, 
whenever treatmeni they should receive from tin 
loM-'TP.'.iiiieH, they shall oi»tain mercy of the L 
tl-.. ! .lay, which will come to ail oihcTS crue 
ivi-.iih, and with fierce anger. Yet, after all, it 
acf'(>'iiiiis: to his own mercy, which is l>ut a w 
rit!. ■■', ir.irss thai he h^is (Ir-.u*; !jut according 

wvicy oJ tiod} he vhaiL be Miived. — ^fiaviug oKi 
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ierey oT the Lord, by T?hich he was made irieirciful aX 
is first i he shall obtain mercy more and more. 



ON TENDERNESS OP HEART. 

^' THE tender hearted christian is he from whom 
ibe hard and stony heart, which neither the bainiiier 
iTjttdgment could break, nor the oil of mercy soften, 
4 in some good measure, taken away. His understand- 
%i8tto more so unteachable ; nor his affections so im- 
Mlreable as formerly. His will has laid aside her 
Kstinacy ; and his conscience her iusendibility. 
^ 8hall we describe him first in relation to God ? 
he reproof, tendered in the sacred oracles, will enter 
ilbreinfo his soul, than an hundred stripes into a fool. 
HB heart stands in holy awe of the precepts, and 
lembles at the threateuings of the word of Goil.— • 
Hit, O how melting, how alluring are the great and 
jleeious promises ! And all its heavenly doctrines 
lop as the rain, and distill as the dew ; not when it 
tils u|)on a rock, from which it runs presently olT 
igain ; but when it descends upon the (mrched ground, 
tlteshing the thirsty earth, and making it as a water- 
id garden, or a field which the Lord has blessed. As 
So the dispensations of divine providence ; he strives 
lo know the language of tbem, and to comply with the 
fesign of the Almighty, both when he smiles and 
Itowns. Shew mc, he cries, why thou contendesl with me, 
Dttlike these hardened wretches, whom the weei>ing 
'eremiah describes in that most doleful lamentation : 
* thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved ; 
ftoQ hast consumed them, but they have refused to 
feceive correction ; they have matle their lacca ^ 
harder than a rock ; ye», they hsive refused to returi\e- 
Bh flesh trembles for fear of (ilod ; and he is afraid oi^ 
ids judgments." lie sees when GocVs hand is lifted 
>P ; he turns at his reproof, and learns righteoi'tsuc^a^ 

nieiMnjndsmcBts are in the eaxtti.-— \j Vq\» ^^>)i^sc 
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Jiodly Binner deapUes the riches of his gcooAneu 
after hU bard and impenitent heii-i, treaciarc 
vrrath ne:,iinst the day oi' wrath; he is led l»y the 
ness of iioil unto repentance ; and every mercy 
tiim to the heart. 

The influences of the blessed Spirit, he che] 
in the most kindly manner ; he i? t'enrful to qi 
this holy fire, or i right &w»>y this heavenly dove, 
2ie vouchsafes to ali^rht upon his soul, lie ahhors 
impiety, whose character it is, '' ye do always resi 
Holy Ghost." As to the divine glory and hon< 
is grieved with whatever he judges to encroach 
it ; and cannot but choose (ol>e uneasy and.perpl 
when the interests of (rue reii&iion are threatened 
imminent danger. His heart, with £Ii, trembh 
the ark of God. 

^hall we describe Mm next in relation t 
nei^chbor, for whom he puts on ironeis oi' mercj 
^'ith whose miseries he cannot be unaiTected ? 
no; grieved for the poor.^ Does not his soul we 
him that is in trouble ? But chiefly, he is toi 
with" compassion for their deplorable condition, wl 
on in an evil course with prone career, whil 
sees them incurring: the dreadful vengeance of t 
Tina; and almighty iGod. Rivers of waters run 
his eyes, because they keep not his law. 

And with relation to himself, the tender he 
christian is careful to maintain the [)eace of his 
conscience, to have that faithful monitor rightly 
ed ; uid with the strictest attention to follow ii 
partial dircfctions. When the consciences of 
are se-iretl, .!S with a hot iron, his may be resei 
tolbecyt', that tenderest of organs, which evei 
emalleht particle of dust will put into disorder. 
as to sin, by which alone the conscience is d< 
' ibo teniler christian is fearful to commit if, easy 
^*Convincril, impatient to be i>ur<red. — l''ean'ul to 
mil it; though secrecy and :Jeasure should coi 
to tern )l him with interest -md advantacre ; yel, 
^he influence of his tender frame, he bafiBles all te 
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>n ; and even absiains from those actions of ^Uiich 
' 19 suspicious ; being mindful of the apostle's tnax- 
I, h*' that douhtith is condemned, if he eat. He dares 
it conic too near the borders of his christian liberty ; 
} studies! not only what is lawful, but what is cxpc- 
ent for him to do. — Easy to be convinced ; he does 
it add rebellion to his sin; like them whose perverse- 
IS8 is as witchcraft, and their stubbornness is as idola- 

r- 

He goes not about to cover his transgression, a? 
dam^ but takes with his iniquity, when it is said un- 
him, Thoti art the man. A very look will melt his 
?aft, and make him, like that fallen, but recovering}; 
lostle, who denic<l his Lord, go forth and wee[) bil • 
riy. — Even when he has not a monitor to warn him 
his sin and danger, his own heart will smite him. 

But when the temlcr Christian is convinced, what 
«B he ? Abandon himself to careless etupidit}', and 
illow in the mire ? No : while he keeps silence, his 
inee will wax ohl, through his roaring all the day> 
Restore, he cries, the joy of thy salvation. ATash mc 
ym mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin."— 
For God mnketh his heart soft, and the Almighty 
oubleth him.'^ 



OX GRATITUDE. 

THE thankful christian is he who tlunks highly 
' the benefits he receives from others, especially from 
od ; and is disposed to make all the suitable returns 
lat lie in his i>ower, whether by word or deed. He 
> less abhors ingratitude towards his God than to- 
ania his neighbor. And in every condition, he 
rites himself a debtor to the Almighty. Him be re- 
irds as his principal benefactor ; him, as the fountain 
This life, and joy, and comfort : the creatures as the 
^nduit pipen through which they arie convcj-ed. If 
p Is refreshed by the kindly vmla ol ^ix ^^gc^<^\^:^^ 

o 
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atf-ietiil ; It is Goti irho comforla him. He sees hiB 
fare -.s iJie l«.ce olGod. 1*. ! y pniiieut counst!, he is 
prevented from carrying any unworthy projecls into 
execution : siieli is the language of hid heart, '* biessw 
lie ihe Lord (lod oi' Israel, which sent thee this day fo 
PK ft me ; uwA blesscd be thou, and blessed be thy ad- 
Yicc, which ker)t nie back." 

If the gilts of ministers have been edefying and 
refreshing to hi«> soul; he adores him who ;)utB the 
treasure into these .earthen vessels. Solomon rant 
hare a thousand ; but the keeper of the vineyard two ; 
hundred. j 

No mercy, however little, can be despised ^ 
him ; whilst he considers the greatness of the gircr, 
and the unworthiness of the receiver. He is so ftv 
from thinking himself entitled to the great and c! 
gui«;hiug favors of providence, that he confesses __, ,— 
tseir ^inworthy oi' the least of all his mercies, as hafiic^ 
nothing due, but wrath and indignation. ^"^^ 

He does not bury the former loving kindnes'ieiWv 
the T'Ord in the gruve of a btid memory, as though tte ^ 
ol(^:ie:HS of their date cancelled his oidigations ; M - 
ever}' renewed mercy he regards as a new indentUTe> . 
*' riess tlie Lord, O my soul, he says ; forget not aU,^ 
Lis I rnefitp." 

la he in prosperity ? he r^oiccs. For it is God;< 
who comforts him. Is he in iulversity ? he rejoices; 
fo* it is God who corrects him. AIRictions he con- 
sit *ers ns blessings in disguise; as mercies which God 
vo':chsu'es Jiim, even against his will. Is he punished 
for Wirn :^ins ? he is thankful ; for God " puniphea feas 
th VI iniquity deserves." Is he chastened for his pro- 
fit ? he is thankful ; for it is that he ** mny not be 
condemned with the world." Is he persecuted for 
ii.Tii:eousuess sake ? he is thankful ; for " it is given 
lii'n :ii the behalf of Christ, not only to believe in bit 
n»mf. but hIso to suffer for his sake." 

To enhance divine favors the more, he eete a pe« 
eii': " mark on the enclearin;^: circumstances that at* 
icnd theuif Such a mercy vi^A bestowed, when I 
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ins: froTvarclly isi tho way of niv own lieart, aiiJ 
jw-lit raihci* have ex|»ec.lftl tribulation and i'Ut^'jisli. 
leli a hlesshic v.<*i3 conierreil, wIkmi 1 iv;is reduced to 
[f j^roalo-i extiTiiiil.v, and in the utinost arlicle oldan- 
'.% Tor ti;irt i solicited the throne of prrace, and he 
ai\l me o'lit of his holy temjile. Witli that he i're- 
:ili;'.i my s:i:'[5iication ; and before 1 called he did 
swor. 

Such are tho s'^r.timents wherewith his ho.jrt is 
»y (Jiuchotl, iVirali 1h)se good and pcri'ecl riit«, that 
liie d:r.v:i Crorn ln'nvon. nnt ehic-nv for Bpiritual 
;st;!ii2;rJ in Oni-;t .Jesiii ; for thine nns seakahle p:iff> 
Hod ; and tlu;l intrcy which is from everiabting to 
LTlasliui';. 

V/hai tlirin::^ cf.n he rcnJeriinto God for all the 
"■ ^xherewilii !:o rejoiecsj on his hchaii' :* Too hi j; 
tho lioarl, i( ovt-rfiowr? into the toni;::c, and extend?! 
E^li' until the life and conversation. He does not 
ink (lod, like the proud rdi irisee, with ude^^ign to 
ii.se hiiiHt^lf; nor like the Ijattorinc; hypocrite, by 
y of coiMf)liinent and form. When lie gives God 
jiSly woi'da, he vqAh not in mere verbal honor ; but 
lilst he oHiM prai.^e* he orders hjs converwition 
(;ht, ami pays his vowd to the mobt ilic;h. lias hi:} 
eral (Sotl any command tor his wealth and siib- 
ncc ? it J3 at hi.s service. For his name, credit, 
;l repniation ? it Id ready at hand. For hU wit and 
rnin!]j 1* it shall not he wautino'. Vea, neither 
mii l;c his life dear unto him, if cnUed for at his 
nd. Grjitltude v. Hi teach hla eye to weep for the 
lionor."* that aro done to his bountiful Benefactor; — 
; hand-j to open i:i charitable distributions ; — hii^' 
t to run 111 the way of his commandment*. Grati- 
le for tiie imMciew of (Jod will enable him to fu'esent 
J Ijo.Iy a liviijjj; sacrifice, which is hi.s rcasjaubic ser- 
5e, holy and accc^itaWe »iTito (lod. 
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ON RESIGNATIOir. 

BE it so ; the providential ways of God d< 
perfectly harmonize with his weak views, nor su 
private incliuations ; if any harsh thought .of 
•houtil arise in his heart, prompting him to utter i 
vnadvisedly with his tongue ; the resigned chr 
will check the rising thought, and keep the di 
his lips with that reproof of the apostle, " wfi 
thou, O man, that repiiest against God?" And 
trembles to arraign the judge of all the eartl 
what he ha^ already done ; so he dreads to pres 
with an unholy holdness, what is farther prop 
him to dO) who is the Governor among the natioi 

If the favors of providence are distributed 
manner that is, to outward a^ipearance, not alto| 
so advantageous to the cause of holiness and 1 
when the wicked are great in power, diffusing 
venlant pride like a green hay-tree ; he ceases 
auger, and forsakes wrath, and frets not himself i 
wise to do evil. He rests on the Lo.d, and wai( 
tiently for him. He lets God alone to be the g( 
or of the world. " For, who hath instructed the 
of the Lord ? and who hath been his counsellor ! 
the subjects of earthly ]»rince3 submit unto theii 
Tiancot^ and acquiesce in their ailminislrations, 
ihoiJH;h rstrangers to the arcana of their governi 
rr'ucli more he jnd2;<:s it incumbent on him u 
pi'Cbnme to censure the my?iterioii3 administratl 
ihc bies.ied and only potentate, all whose way 
Judgment. 

Or, if the more distinguisliinj; favors of ( 
urace and mercy are dispen^sfui in an absoluti 
j^overeign way; while some are sharers of then 
ollicis equally deserving are passed by ; he dares 
with certain bold blasjihomers, traduce the alir 
Kinp;, rs though he were acting the part of a cnw 
arbitrary tyrant. For, he considers that he mi 
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what he will with his own. — As some high towers, 
though finished accortling to the nicest rule«) of archi- 
tecture : yet, to the spectator's eye, who views it in 
the plain helow, rnay seem crooked: and aa threaten-. 
lOj^ a hideous fall, merely through tiic deception of 
the sight ; so, if the liigh decrees of the holy One 
shouki seem, at any time, partial and unequal, he- 
imputes it to the weakness of his sight, and not at 
all to tlie nature of the decrees themselves, " even 
tn Father, he sa}':;:, for so it seemed good in thy 
dght." 

Perhaps he is touched in some tender point ; his 
afflictions are singular. He is vic^itcd with a distress 
that scarcely happens in an age, to which it is hard 
to find a precedent, or a parallel. Yet, even in such 
a case, will the resigned christian say, " it is the 
Lord, let him ilo what scemeth him jrood," 1 Sam. iii, 
IB. Thor:gh he be called to quit his earthly posses- 
sions for the sake of truth, and to forego some worldly 
comfort thrtt he mo^t passionately lored ; goes he 
away sorrowful, like him that had great possessions ? 
Nay, but like the afflicted, though patient Job, he 
ttys, " beliold, he taketh away, who can hiu;lerhim ? 

ftiHl who shall say unto him, what doest thou ?" 

And with faithful Abraham, when ahout to offer up 
his beloved Isaac, he rises early in the morning to 
k«ep the word of the Lord. — But we must not at all 
forget th}' most exam])lary resignation, O i^ei*secutetl 
king of Israel, when Hying before an unnatural son, 
fsom thy royal palace and city. But, *' if he shall 
say I h?ve no delight in thee ; behold here am I, let 
bini do to me as seemeth good unto him,"' 2 Sam. xv, 
26. Though even hi'-* days are shortened, and his 
pnr.;oses broken olT, he considers that his times are 
wholly in the ha?id of God ; in obedience to the will 
of God he fnlls asUep ; and, like iMosca, dies at Ihe 
tommand of t!ie Lord. His soul U not taken from 
him, but he yielus it into the h^nd of G oil, as the fa- 
*tarof it, that he may shew it ia the path of life. 
•>' - o2 
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If the answer of Iiis prayers flies not iipeii (he 
wings oi' the wind, be does not presently commence a 
suit against the hearer of prayer. For, still, he casts 
not away his confidence, that '^ if he asks nny ihiug 
according to his w^ill, he heareth us." Heareth us In 
the time himself knows to be the most proper ;. and in 
whut manner shoiihl be most comluciire to his-gtoiy 
and our good. mv. 

In all his enterprises, he leaves the eyent in tie- 
hand of (xod. The common phrases, " if the Lsid 
will ;" and, " if God permit ;" are not mere words of 
form and custom, when . proceeding out of his mootli, 
but they are expressive of his heart ; as being p^rsqt' 
deit that his doTniniou is absolute ; ^' for he is higHff 
Ihnn the highest;'" that his purpose isimmutable;«itiiit 
*Mic is the rock of ages;" that his power is irresisiitto; 
for, " unto him shall every knee bend." He is perns' 
dcd of the title (-rod has to him, greater than thitof 
parents to their children, of princes to their subjeciSi 
or oven of the potter to his clay. How can he be M 
all suhiuif'sion 1* 

^■^•.it chiefly his resignation is inspired by the 
.Tinovv]e(lj;;c he has of the tenderness of that care wbiek 
he txfMoiscs towards him, because he is very pitifnli 
iiiul ol 1 ruder mercy. — When he reflects, what a good 
b^ing sits allho hclKi of afifairs; let them that can be 
.uii>:i^rii!ile ; he cannot possibly be so. As the bee- 
puld not forth its sling to the hive, when storeil with 
iioiiey gathered from «i thousand flowers, no more can 
lie ;'nt ^orih any sting of fretful murmurs, when hft 
tastes that the Lord is good. Ke trusts in luni,and hfi 
U blessed. 



ON PATIExXCE. 

TITE pallont christian is be who bears up, in • 
^jecomiiig nuumer, under tlic painful sense of evil prf* 
sent,. aH<i tedio;jj? cxpK'uitioii of absent good. It *■ 
true, he hi not v}rooragult;3l the iniosids of sovroWi a"* 
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feeling of uneasiness ; he pretends not to the insensi' 
bility of the blustering stoic, as though his texture va^ 
ried from that of other mortals. His heart is not 
made of stone, his flesh of brass, nor his bones of iron. 
Confessions of distress may be extorted from him ; — 
but his great soul disdains to be overcome by the 
greatest severity of trouble, so ars to iitler with his 
mouth any impious complaining thought, or hasten 
vrith his feet to a sinful delivecancc. Sometimes 
he has been known to gidry in tribulation ; to 
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neces- 
sities ; and count it all joy, if he fell into dircrs 
temptations. 

If he cannot attain to this triumphant gloriation, 
tvhen patience has her perfect work, he studies to 
maintain a cheerfulness of temper, and a calm sereni- 
ty of spirit.. Butj.if he cannot be clit-crful, he is silent. 
■ — The sovereign will of God is the resistless argu- 
ment he uses with his own heart, whilst he considers 
the various ills of life, not as the births of blind ami 
fatal necessity, but as the appointments of eternal 
wisdom, both in their weight and number. We is just- 
ly persuaded, that if consulting angels had contrived 
ilia best and propcrest affliction, and chose it to his 
hand, they could not have half so well adjusted what 
concerns him. — He trembles to reply ngainst the Cod 
\vhomaIl the elements and powers of nature serve, who 
gives no account of his matters ; ^!l whose dis;»ensa- 
Uons are the result of excellent wisdon, contrivan^^c, 
and design. Every bitter cup he considers as brewed 
ia heaven, and presented by a Fathrr's hand. " The 
JTicn wJiich are thine h«nd, O Lord,'" is the style he 
€*ve8 the instruments of hiii afiliction, " and the mun 
jvhich is thy sword." He Laiancet* the desert of his 
iniquities with the grievousness of his trials ; and 
l>eara the indignartion of the l.ord, for that he hath sin- 
iied against him. He considers the heuefit of the rod, 
*ndsee3 it Islossominfi;, like /Enron's, r.ud jieliling the 
P<s^e«able fruitsi of right eousncss* 
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If the captain of hin sulvntion a^si^ns lor him ft 
post of daiificfr, like u c^ood hoUlicr, he. does not repine^ 
hid rather deems it a very hinp[idar honor. The lowler 
.sli ill he the apphiiiae, when he returns victorious from 
the hattle. W inlet with his eye of faith he commanilf 
the vast unhoundcd proBi'fct of eternity, the longest 
pfHod f)f time dwindles into a point : and why shotiM 
thnl U*i much ret^arded hy him, which is but for anio*. 
nienl ? No evil lM.'falh hifn but he been it comnioB 
unto men. 

The prophet?, who have spf«!%(Mi in the name d 
the Lord, and those of whom the world wnw not wm"* 
thy, he has for his e^ampler< oi' sunVrins: atrdciion nd 
of patience, lint rhit'tiy he re(fiir«ls thy Hiilferiif^ 
ble«?od .leniis; — t!i« sorn»ws of thy li(r; — the a<roniCi 
•f thy death; — thy hletdim^cror-j ; — iheanfruish oftlqr 
do.seried soul; — and he remembers his own nli^tryl• 
more. 

The scrijTtnres are his jrrand di-5p€n««ary, wbeiv 
lio finds halsiiinie tniths, and hoalin'i itoctrines. A' 
tey- of Paul is iiiorf* powerful to suj>;K;i! his faiotiof' 
•oi.l, than a sent c' nee from Sciieea ; a tiioiiL^htof Solo-- 
m!;:i, than a pttrairraph of FiMietctus, — Of all conciuei^ 
ors, he i.H the jrreatrst ; for even when eoiKjiiered, hf 
ov#»rron!<»s. His i:re:itest enrmirs prove most friencJ' 
ly, and plait for him a crown of f.:Iory. 

Sickne;^3 is better to him I'lian healih; — ios«i tirtii 
griiii; — dffdh than lirr. Vw'hiie tlio vesMUoi' chy 
ri;;ii'k in fire; he, Iiko a vessel of irolrl in i|;e fiiiunff* 
iiiMi^cs iu> din, l)nt v.oivon v,\ii irior** leMneil. — !' iiienre, 
flioi -.rt thy o'.vn vf iv-i-tl. CJrcat is thy pre.^en! peace. 
£tei'i2&l i;:. thj' fiti.'re iclory. 



o\ i'0!;"'ri" ■ i) f?i. 






O roriTrrriT., I^.i.l roli-ftrmec; n(*\ enrfhlf 

i.-» ihy o?!')m I. 'I'lu d< - ir.i.'ci liiiov. ■« th'i» :io! ; nar 

iLo Wurficriiig g:ili;iiil \ wiw, tor u ^lut of felt rcveagf* 
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lUo name honor, dares risk his life in flie de* 
luel. Christianity alone inspires thee: GchI 
ela apphiud thee. While cowardise falls into 
;er9 she would avoid, and loses the life she in- 
;o save : It is thine to make more than a eon- 
n whatsoever event. Seated on thy triumph- 
lot, thou drng;&rest, at thy glowing wheels, both 
nd fear ;* a dreadful pair. Humility, with i)ru- ' 
manage thy reins; and glory stands behind 
iy thee the hero is led into the glorious field, 
1st by thee inspired, and love to his dear coun- 
ears dri^k in the dreadful thunders of war with 
ar pleasure ; and his eyes behold the dismal 
)f terror and amazement, nor turn away abhor- 
ly thee the still more glorious martyr rejoices 
?st tribulations. So strange is thy enchanting 
!;alliug fetters are turned into delightful orna- 
illuminated is the gloomy dungeon; prisone 
aces, and delectable orchards; and furious 
it to tovraent with keenest anguish, are beds of 
)ft and perfumed, as burning martyrs have de- 

By thee the King of martyrs, who witnessed 
:onfegsion, was taught to endure the racking 
nd to despise the shame. — ^Whilst by thee, the 

he now possesses was set before him, and the 
y Father as his helper, he set his face like a 
d made his heart like an adamant. Great is 
jent glory. Eternal is thy future reward, 
then the bloody field, the scaffold, or the stake, 
y theatres for holy fortitude? Perhaps the 
r 3'our country, and the cause of your lledee- 
ly never call you to expose and cast away 
e. lint go, and bravely dare to be sinfrular in 
ling age ; though biis/niaf crowds ^hohld -oint 
IS you go along; and the men ot fashion should 
you. Reverence the Sabbnth. Reverence (he 
f the Lord. I'ow tin' knee: and let the voice 
se be heard in your ilv\ellinjr. Sitiirove the 
afiphemer. Conicss your IniiilJ?. when it is for 
py of GoJ : knowing that it fe b^U«t \.q Vi.w^ v. 
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\foun(!, a blot in yoiir reputation, than yom 
science. An^l tyeibi-e yoii will endeavor to re 
vo;ip situation in the woi-hl, by dishonest has 
o .<!i fhe door to honest poverty. Be it the U 
in^cimof thy life, that nothing is greatly aha 
biiJ sin ; nor grefitFy fearful, but the disjileasi 
yo:ir Maker. In the present life yon shall h«ire 
oi' conscience ; and, in the world to come, recei 
incorruptible crown. 



ON CONTENTMENT. 

THE christian who rejoices in thii=i exc 
grnce, is one who would not indeed be satisuci 
ALL this world aiTords, as his eternal portion ; y 
he say, even of his smallest share, it is mm 
V.'helher he vieu*s himself as a member of the 
sorloiv of the universe, or of the civil socie 
v»'Ii'<!:i lie particularly belonc;*s, he is pleased wil 
'3!:!t;on which providence hns alioitfU for hinfc 
looks not with envy on Ibo.^e al)ove him; and i 
not only oiitwjird murmiirinq:^ ajrainsf. the dispo 
Ills lot, but inward repinlns:**. 

If the middle stale of liuj he tiKit which falh 
whf»re he is equally removed from the pomj) of w 
and the indij^ence of poverty, he coiijiders it 1 
the more eliii;ible condition ; like him who pi 
" c:ive me neither poverty nor riches." For, a 
panes of glass in our windows, by their hanlnes 
solidity, hid a defiance to the stormv blast; v< 
their trans;>arcncy, admit the cheerful beams o 
sun; so does this middle state of life defend him 
the injuries of the world; and at the same tir 
excludes not the divine favor, nor darkens the \i\ 
In- rou.",<ennnce ; whilst the wealthy are expos 
pcru!i:«r tr»u tations; and the poor are not wii 
th< ;r manifest inconvcnicaccs, and^rvcn solicita 
unto iiiif|uity. 
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Biu, i*' poverty and want he. Ms associates, whe* 
er on* .'.•.! ii.on him by his bh-lh, or inlro'.iuced by 
c h .;i.: ol accident or catr'niity, he can cheerfully 
eicon^e these unjoyoub guests, and find them very 
ieraMe com;»an!ons. — As the soldiers had no power 
brenk the bones oi his Redeemer, '* wlien Ihey saw 
at he was ah*eidy dead :" so poverty, with her at- 
iiflant train of miseries, is unable to break his bones, 
id wound his rest, when he is crucified to the world, 
e knows, lhou<fh he couhl call the world hie^ own, 
cmI never put therein such heavenly virtue, ms to ia- 
lire conteniiiicut; reservini; this as hie own ji^reat 
«rog'itive. 

Why (»hou]d he be rendered miserable, by the 
ant of th'it, whose presence would not make him 
tppy ? If he li;»s not all the advant.iiit s of ricl-es 
mI ai)1uence; neither is he harrassed witlr the jsnx- 
lUs cares, r>nd dismal fears, and olher sore tem.la- 
ons, lb which those in high liic are necessarily sub- 
set*— If he sliines not in the glitter of plenty, how 
May darts of at^ony will he escape! So, thunders 
iriLe tail trees and lofty mountains, while humbleL* 
Itfutie, and iou ly vales, remain untouched. 

This world he regards as an inn, where the short- 
ens of ids stay reconciles him to the indiilerency Oi* 
is accommodation : and, as a theatre, where it mat- 
ers not \i hether he act tlie part of a king or a peasant ; 
ut bow well he acrpiitH himself in the character he 
asimies. He is not always jioring on the dark side of 
an lot, and reCecting how many are hap^pier than him- 
eii': but oft times turns his thoii,<rlit upon the favora- 
>ie intrredients of his condition; and recollects how 
D'-ny have been, and are, this p«recious moment, more 
■kinerable than he. 

If a valuable friend, or a beloved relative, is torn 
it>in his bleeding bor«oni by the relentless hand of 
•CHth, Jie renjend»erM how many still survive. — He ne- 
ercau pei-suade himself that he is poor, whilst pos- 
(tastd.pf so mueb n:' Sural wealth as a man, anil so 
luch heavciily ti-casurc as a christian. The <^lom^sH» 
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'^nnopy of heaven he considers as the roof of his 
}y niriiision, far more majestic than that of th< 
niiignificent palace, tho^ adorned with glittering 
and refulgent gold. The green earth is the ca 
which he treads. When the chrystal well s 
hini with diink, he can forego the flowing bowl, 
goluen sun, the sparkling stars, and the smiling 
that strew the earth, shew more glorious in I: 
than gems and diamonds ; and, indeed, are 8 
possessed by him, as these are of their ow 
Health of body, soundness of mind, (blessings 
for their commonness, are but too generally 
excite the most grateful emotions in his hear! 
especially as a christian, O how his riches ! 1 
treasures ere re))len]8hed ! God himself is the 
of his cuf; and the word of God the charter 
inheritance. 

Ho\r can he be enrious at the prosperitjr 
wicked, when the unknown merits of Immai! 
all his own ? 'J^hough he has but little, he k 
is the eiirnest of infinitely more ; and every tal 
ss s.orcad for him in the wilderness, was purchi 
Iiis Iltdeemer's blood, before it was procured 
lahor. It is not indeed a little of God will 
him ; nor will he be pleased with a small shar< 
treasures of eternity. These best gifts he m' 
nestly covets. But as to temporal acquisitions 
teems it " better to be of a liumble spirit w 
lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud." 

13y moderating his desires, he has found 
noble secret of turning every thing to gold, ai 
a compendious way of obtaining whatever he 
He is a true Ren jamite who can use the left ] 
well as the right ; and manage both fortunes to 
tage : and the liveliest image of the blessed Gc 
like Solomon's good man, he ranges not abr 
happinossj being " satisfied from himself." 
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us CONTEMPT OF THE WORLD. 

5TJT, what shall we say of him who despises (bo 
, audits fashions that pass away ? Shall we say, 
ie is lazy and indolent in his lawful caliin^j:, nt>g- 
g to provide for his own ? No ; for we find that 
the Son of (Jod himself, in the days of Iris obscu- 
dandled the tooi^s of the carpenter. Or that his 
I comforts are tasteless and int?ipi<l to him? How 
should he be duly thankful to his all-gracious bc- 
tor i* He neither admires the foolish action of 
vho threw his money into the sea; nor the dis- 
nted practice of those, whether of the Pagan, 
ih, or christian denonrination, who, beinj; weary 
e world, condein.Med themselves to a civil death, 
luntary hanirlunent from the cheerful haunts ol' 

retiring to the lonely cell, or solitary desart. — 
iiows there is nothing better than for a -man to 
e in his labor. Even in his worhlly portion he 
's his God, and reaps the love of bis dying Ke- 
en 
Ijai such is the aerpiaintance he has with the gla« 

heaven ; the dignity of his own soul ; the vain 
lurtful nature of the world, that he highly dis- 

to set his afVections on the things of the earth, 
r in whole, or in part, as though they could be 
lain springs of his felicity. 

Is he placed in hundde circumstances, having no 
cpiantity of earthly goo<ls at his command ? He 
rns, in this proviileuce, the kindly atfection of a 
r parent, removing frcmi the reach of a beloved 
> what might prove hurtful and pernicious, whilst 
, for whom he hns no such tender regard, are per- 
il to fall upon it ; and, to their unspeakable pre- 
B, to fill thi 3r bellies with hie hidden treasure. — 
Qvie^ not, but rather pities the men of sur-erior 

whose wishes are not crowned by the abun^lance 
seir riches; but their sorrows are multi^iUed^ qasI 

V 



170 

r.r?vv fc^vcl is aiiiled to their hisiei ; and many of them, 
ala.^ ! have Ihdr portion in thin life. As for those that 
K€t The world iii their hearts, (by far loo fine a frame 
lor such a wrolched pebble,) all whose days are 60^ 
row, and their labor grief; lie can no more esteem 
Hicni truly rich, than v/e should think the man hap[iy, 
^.vhose entrails should be tortured with a precious dia- 
Tnond, fit to shine in the crown of the most exalted 
inon^irch. 

If he is rich in this world, he is neither too joy- 
f;ii in having; too solicitous in keeping; too ansiouii 
in increasing ; nor loo sorrowful in losing these eo^ 
rupiible things. He rejoices more in the promises df 
the bible, than in the gold of his coffers. As the sen* 
men are careful not to admit into their vessel the wateife 
•f the ocean by any, the smallest cranny ; as welll- 
"ware how quickly they would descend unto the*bol* 
torn: so he is fearful to admit this world into his if" 
fections, lest he l;e drowned in penlition. He is fuRj 
persuaded, that he is as much an idolater who ofifcn 
the affections of his heart to the unrighteous mammoA) 
and ssys unto fine gold, tkmi art my confidence, as thit 
he is an idolater who uncovers the head, kisses the 
hand, or bows the knee to an idol, or honors the vaid- 
ti(!.s of the Gentiles with sacrifices and incense. Too 
eagerly to grasp what is his own, he equally abhorB, 
as ^iolently to snatch at what is the ])ro[ierty of his 
neighbor. Whilst the. niggardly wretch wants wh«t 
he has, as well as what he has not, and his good fa 
not in his hand ; he enjoys the gifts of j)rovidence, by 
moderately using them to the glory of his Creator, and 
the good of his fellow-creature. He steers the middle 
coiu'se between the sordid miser who lays up his ta- 
lent in a napkin ; and the prodigal waster, w ho con* 
sufiies upon his lust what was given him for more no- 
ble ends. He thankfully receives, but does not am- 
io:«sly pursue the goods of fortune ; nor abandon him- 
K(!rto nnnianlj'^ grief, when they make unto llicni- 
«o'»€.s \vi?ic:s, anil fiy away. The world ij^i dead to 
hiw, }\ hat though yoji bury it out of his sight ? He 
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rercrcnceg hiniselC and hig:]ily disdains to place his 
'tiapplncss in wh:it was only de^iprned for las tcni.»ora- 
ry accommodalion.' — Mindfnl of Ins Ii?gh oriiria d, he 
Boffers not this servant to bear rule; which were to 
Bobmit to a slavery, of all others the most inu;lDrlous. 
Whilst he converses in tic h wilJi things eternal and nn- 
•een, he acquires a hi^h disdain of the tenr>on)l thinp;!? 
that are seen. As he who deals much in |iiecos of 
gold, thinks- little of copper money; the s:ood of the 
ieavenly country is before him, even the bettrr and 
enduring substance; and like the venenilile patriarchy 
he regards not his sluH' of worldly on joynients, if he 
isealleil to foi'ego them. Ho rejoices more that his 
fnends are holy, than that they are wealtliy ; and is 
more anxious to instil into the minds of his chihlren 
tentiments of devotion, thon to make them acqiiuinteil 
with the art of making their fortitne, and growing con- 
riderable in the world. He uses the world as a flower, 
which preserves its beauty and verdure the longer the 
ksg you handle it. When the busy worldling at once 
throws up his interest in the comforts of time and 
insures of eternity, this heaven born soul has the 
trae relish of life ; and, at the same time, can rejidce 
in all the treasures of eternity as his own pro:>er mer- 
ges. Happy soul ! he has provided for himself bug-; 
ttat wax not; old, and durable riches, which no rust 
«on corrupt, nj thief can steal ; of which no storm, n^> 
Conflagration, can bereave him. 



On live pursuit of real riches. 

CAN he be poor that is an heir of God, whose 
every perfection is more glorious than the mountains 
of prey? Who can call the unsearchalde riches of 
Christ his own ; and is interested in the Pearl of great 
price ? Whose is that saving grace, more precious 
than gold tried in the tire ? that heavenly wisdom^ (.U^vt 
caiujDt be vaiucd for jewels ot feive ^*>^A*^ N^V*^ «"^». 
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rejoice in the divine word, more than tliey that find 
iC'*'\\ »:io\] : «iid lake it for his heritage forever? Who* 
is 'irh ill good works, which are profitable unto men? 
V' -u; c«n hirn even reproaches into greater riches than 
nil the Ireariures of Egypt ? Of whom it may be said, 
*' tbough he is not the lord of this village; though that 
^:pot of ground is not ploughed by his oxen ; that- all 
thijigs are his." Who, viewing the spacious garden of 
Ms weaUby neighbor, is transported by his thoughts t» 
ihv celestial paradise ; and, beholding his magnificent 
palace, can meditate of the house not made wilfc 
Lands ? Who <;|in lift his eyes to that blue vault of 
lieaven, adorned with sparkling stars, and considers it 
as the pavement of his heavenly mansion ? Who cai^ 
consider his scanty share, of worldly good IhingByU 
fhe I urch:^se of his Redeemer; and a little that he 
liath, U !:etter than the riches of many wicked? E% 
lian little ; — but it is the earnest of muoh ; it is not fail 
portion : — but it is sanctiSed by the word and prayer- 
He has little ; — but the blessing of the Lord maketh 
rich, fie has little ; — but he lays it up in heaven, andl 
Teii'li it to a good creditor, even unto the Lord, wh» 
will render it ?:gain with usury. 

No; be cannot be poor. For he is possessed of 
the iiue rielirs, in comparison of which, how is the 
gold {'ccome dim ? liow is the most fine jrpid changed? 

Eut be is poor, who, thoiii;b lie fdl his bouse with 
silver uml <s.*M, hi<;ii fed on tne lap of fortune, is yet 
in strains, even in the fulness of bis sufilciency.^ Care, 
like a girrrdy vnlliire, ?its praying on bis heart. He 
liijo'»v~i t'j) olhfT riclu .:J, hiit such as may be acquired 
with in.jufr'ii'.o, i-sed with indlscrolion, and i^osbCbsed 
wilhciit lvc\y. '.r.vs.<, 

Alas! V.'.vf-v corru;:ti!flc tilings cannot redeem the 
^'y.\\ from deutb : no?Mieiiver fioni the incund^,ent nu!?e 
rlts of life. Will llie head-jiclie be less perceived, 
ihiii the temples iire suiTonmled with a crov.n ? AVill 
tir fever he in the ]v:\Ai abated, if the sick person is 
jl.'fM nn a red of stale ? Fir less will the rcsenJfuI 
Oitn.vltiiic^ be byibeA w\V\\ ^vi\v3l 'o^iid silver to iutevwit 
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its wrath. See how Ihey make uriio themselves 
win^s, and fly away ! How often haa he soHciied the 
cold hand of charity to-day, who yesterday washed 
Ills steps in butter, find lived on the finest of tJio wheat ? 
Where is the man whose glory ever descended into 
the grave ? 

O ye children of men, whose foreheads meet the 
skies; whose souls are rational and iniuiorlal; an? 
these the precious acquisitions for which ye sloop i,:^*- 
nobly down, nnd dig into the bowels of the earth ? In 
it thus ye pant after the dust of the earth, and think 
no pains too great, no dangers too considerable, to de- 
teryou from the fantastic chafl^ ? 

did we know the things that are freely given 
Us of God ; did we know what is the riches of the glo- 
ry of his inheritance in the saints ; how would we 
frample under our feet these lyin*? vanilieis ! Are the-^e 
thy boasted offers, O vain world ? are these a portioa 
for my soul ? Can these enable me to live up to my 
native dignify 1* IJe gone ye vain prcienders. Wel- 
come, ye durable riches; ye safe enjoyments, that 
puff not up with h'luichty pride, nor are enennes to my 
peace, but are cvideiice^j of the divine love, and profit 
in the day of death. Let me call you nilae, and I 
shall not know the approach of poverty. 



On an ingniucus and free sviriC. 

HE greatly despises the admired things of the 
''Porld aH lou' and vulgar. He can behold Hie giMed 
chariots, the magnificent palaces, and s.)le;idid ccpji la- 
g«sof the great, without a libidlnoui eve. — rcn^riourt 
of his native dii>;nitv as a min, and s-'ritinl as acinic- 
nan, he rallier scoi-ns thnn fears to ^rlii. His motto is, 
fct>rrejicc thysf tf :i\n(\, from a |)rincl le of hnly jiridc, 
he departs- froin inicpiitj', thouicb siirur.c* rnd m*sery 
^ere not its inse|«rai:le attendant-?. '""l\vi 'l>^w\\v-^^^ 
^Oodbas the mGi^i [)0\\QvUA VA&we\K'e w\»^\\Vlv:^\:"> 
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lend liitn te repcnfance ; but he deiesis the hcllisb M' 

p! ..-i; V o.' Ihotii' ivlio Hay, " lot us mii ' ecnut^t: gr.ice a- 
liot'ihis/" lie urikd not, " wh.'ii can the A(fni|£htydo 
t'ui' iMt- ? What prolil Hhail 1 haver if 1 keep hisonii- 
II .u'tsi?" lie ser\e.s a h)vin&; Father, who Sj.Brev 
li. us a mnii «: areth his son, not for the h>ve of wSp 
gi -, I.'Ut i'or the w^irey oi love. IJe ia toucheil with a 
getK rouri rontrcrii lor the ulory oi' God, as well as hit 
ovvii silvjitioii ; ami i'or the ir^od ol' his fellow-creA- 
tnres, as weii as his own interest. He does not BsyoT 
thlri <iiJlr, is it ahsolnlely necessary ? may 1 be aavedt 
thouu;h I nea;:ect it ? — Nor ol* tliat, what daniajcc shall 
I s<Htain ? will it infringe my re)>utation? will it eik- 
cro rh on my (.';*(tate ? i>iit, is it the commandnieiitof 
ih*^ Lt)ni ? 'file reverence he hns tor (iod is not that 
fe: r «)hich h.ilh torment; hut thtit I'eav which is at- 
ttn^'ed liy love. He is more grieved by far for the 
di> ieisuie (!ono to (lod by his sin, than for any puft* 
ishment which he nia^' have reaso!) to expect. Ifyoo 
ecijprfe the co'-'nienriiee ol the Aimjj2;hty, who ia hii 
Mm aiif! ehichl ; in vain sliai! the twinkling stars of 
Worldly comi'orts Rentier thoir i€'e!.!e benms. Ke 
wec';,elh sore an in the nljrlit, btcauHe the Comforter 
that shoiiid relieve; liis mjiiI is tar awav. Ifeis not al- 
wavr! eonirlvjii;;* Iijw he may serve (;Jod at the cheap- 
est ratf ; but is rather at alDss what he shall render 
to iiie Lord for all lu? luideserved mercies. Thiswa^ 
ihy i>r'nc(ly si bit, O royal j>roi>het, "'•shall I oiTer t» 
the [jord thit wlilch cost me noih'ni? ?*' His lilteral 
iek.'..1 devUetb lii orat tliin*.--?. liv disdains to be the 
><t!Ma«it of m^ii; to "^eo thiiijis with other eyes; to 
coi.ch dov.n iimutr the burden of hn.Man imptt^ithia; 
hi he yf;isi:h'^H the !-(ri}»1inv fe? daily to see if thcee 
llliiiis l>e ?:o, lb ti are t<dd h:jji liv Icarnr-.l and holy 
ii'Cii ; and rt;!<'c(<> or vecilvcs af cordlngly. He is Wil- 
li';.: to roccivf? ( vj. a "5 well :,.j c;ood lVf)m the hand of 
11." Tiovd ; r.nd makes not a '.;rive of any present alHic- 
tl:)-.. to !'..i'\ t'le i;K!/iuiy of for/ner ftit'rcie?. I'e can 
h'r.i^ 1 for tlio " ->i!is that aie kipl e.lose from the eye 
of fiiQ wori'A; «mV uvnya^ <i\vu vw * lung piut and 
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pardoned transgression. When God says iinfo 1nfti> 
8iek if* my fivc^ ; he does not iiostpoiie this «vo:ii (ill 
he is laid on the led of iunscuishins ; rescM*. 1.12: li» isllot 
tlio*»e dregs oi' time to the service oi' the Ahiii^hiy, 
which he cannot m.ike a better of; but he leiiicniiiers 
Ub Creator before the arrival oi' the evil day. 

Does he siat himself in the presence of God ? he 
behaves as thous;h the eyes of men were Ujwn him. — 
Does he converge with m«n ? he sets th** L;)ri! always 
before him. Ife is not so sordidiy attached to the 
nin pleasures and enjoyments of- the world, bin he 
can, with the joy of the believing patriarch, obey '.he 
|Mnm:indment of the Lord, and go forth, not knowin2; 
irhether he goes. 



ON SIXCERITY AND TRUTH. 

A LOVELY character indeed ! The persou 
Sdio is roilly possessed of it, is as a man who does 
lot think one w.tj',^ and speak anoliier; or speak 
one way and act another; but he thinks as he 
speaks, and S!)eak.'4 as he does. In all his words, 
in all his actions he nays the most inviolable regard 
to truth; more than to his own interest; more than 
to his own reputation ; yea, more thnn to bis y^vy 
fife. Tnith be esteems as the most precious of all 
tliin»K h'^jre below: — the bond of ('ivil t^ocivty, with- 
out which pul:lic cofi'.manitirs were notbins: else but 
•omp.inif'S of rob'>«:if3 jumI bi-miiiili : — asi eminent part 
of the iilustiio;:3 imi'ire of (lod ; and a ver^' orient 
pearl in tbe crov.-.i of .N^liovab ; who, •that he niij^bt 
*ot stain liie truth of his threatroinj:, in acfiuitinir the 
luilty, did slain tbe ciMr^s with tbe ItSootl of his only 
Sesoiitn S?o-.i. For tins eA\{\ camest thou into the 
World, O 2:racIo:j3 Redeemer ! to » ear witne-s to the 
^wth ; and to confinn ail tbe divine pior.iioe?, which 
fireye;*, and aji'cn in tb«'C. 

'.How can tbe irshHlittint ot Zion allow bImseU, 
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rierlifs of truth ; for the asserting of which the 
High has exerted himself in such an amazing ma: 
How can he suffer himseif 'to tarn aside unl 
r.rooked paths of falsehood and dissimulation ? 
tlier in judgment or commerce, or in orclhiar 
course : For so should he forfeit all pretensic 
l:eJonging to that people whose Lord is the G 
truth : of possessing that spirit, whose fruit is 
goodness, righteousness, and truth : — of being in 
ed in th:it Redeemer, whose name is the way ai 
truth : — and of being entitled to that inheri 
which is the land of uprightness, where nothing 
thai loveth or niaketh a lie. 

If Ife is called to act the part of a witness ir 
Judicatures, he would not so much as declare w 
knows is a falsehood, though the disguising the 
In the least instance, would tend ever so much 
advantage. Far less can he be guilty of that hi 
daring wickedness they are guilty of, who call tl 
seeing majesty of heaven to testify ngaiust them 
is not as they say, even when tijey are conscioa 
the contrary is the truth. O alihon-ed wretches 
thus you |>our/!ontemj)t on eternal Sovereignty! 
yoii insult his omniscience ? thus you bid defiar 
his AlFni«;hty vengeance ? Yet he also is wist 
will ^mn% evil, and will not cnll back his words 
you ahall know that it is a (earful thing to fall ir 
hand.^. 

In matters of commerce, he Ia3's it down 
leading maxim, th :t honesty is ihc best policy. * 1- 
ver c?in think it an advantn^eons harg/dn, that 
gr.tfs from the i)eace of hi? couscif nee, whilst it 
monev into his coJfir^. He nol otjIv abhors the 

« ft 

er me'.hoda of dishonest gain; such as the tals' 
a!i^*e, the bfig of deceitful weiirhln, biit the mor< 
teel, or less shaniefid artince^ of fniud and circui 
tion. Such are the^^r, v.ii'fh Soloin-'^n touch 
with 'ieauliful simj'ljcity : ** M Is •Hi:';r.1, ft is n 
snyvih tJie buyer*, but wlieu i:e is gone awsiy, th 
toasteth/' 
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Kor is this ^S\y shicerily less Apparent in all Tu» 

social interviews, or friendly communicationii. It* he 

tells any story for true, to divert the company where 

he is, he takes care it be really a matter of fact ; as 

ligblly judging, that nothing can render a man more 

Billy and ridiculous in the eyes of a rational beholder, 

than to coin absolute fictions, or dress up matters oi* 

bet by strange additions, in the scarb of novelty, and 

all for no other end, but to kce[) the company in good 

humour, and gain t];ieir a(hniration. If he losegt an ar- 

gumeut about any painful don))t, (iincerify forlnds him 

togive out, that he is fully clear, when, perhaps, he is 

Kally in the dark ; and that he seci? no f(»ri'e at all in 

his neighbor's argument, though, perhaps, it aniounis to 

I resistless dcmonsi ration, if he gives a clwiracter of 

any absent party, he is careful to avoid all hy',>eiboSic- 

al descriptions, yvhether Ihey tend todiniini«}i or exalt 

Ihe wortivlnc-ij of the person spolven of. Ifhe makes 

ft promise, though about a trivial matter, he thinks 

himself obliged to fulfil it. And lasMy, in past^ing of 

compliments, his courtesy does not intclere with his 

Teracily ; preien<ling th*.? grer-tosl warmth of kindness 

«ad atVeciiun, wJien, perhaps, bis esteem is very hav, 

ftml his alTection very cold, iiis love is without dlfl- 

emulation. 



. ON TEMrERANCE. 

" BEAR and forbear," is a ])i;cccpt which may 
include under it, ii'n(»t the whole, yet a verygi«at 
part of moral duty. M'he f.r.^t part of ihe maiiim relutes 
to the aihiciJons thi^ latter piut rc.'c.isto the ple?;sur(!3 
of life. Are \ou in adver-liy ? do things hajipen to 
you, not as yoii cor.ld wlsli ? Bear them in a becom- 
ing manner; and let i>alienco have her perfect work. 
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you want tempemnce to use discreetly the plea^ 
piiMifl tliiiipjs which you enjoy, they are turned in 
<'vils, as afllictions are turueil into gooil by the 
else of pat if nee. 

't'e^iiinenince la the power and command \s 
man hns over himself, in moderating those ap 
uiiich Hre common to us with the beast. GIi 
drunkenness, and luet are the opposite vices, 
two lirst are opposed to sobriety, aud the 
chastity. 

It is a melancholy matter, that ever intemf 
should be deemed a necessary article in thech 
of a (gentleman. Why should it not be rejirarded 
same light as treachery or lyinsj ; seeing it la < 
condemned by the light of nature itself ? Be 
this ugly hag has the a|)pearance of good hum 
has many votaries among your gallant spirits 
intempemte is the most horrid ingratitude in i 
n.-itiire, and arcrues a littleness of houI, and nam) 
of thliikinjr, e:<tr(*ir.cly (•o!i(emptll>!e. Was it fi 
O ye pon.s of infempcience ! yo'.ir bouatiful C 
emioweil you witl: his ov/n r^isenibliinee ; ga' 
tliut comely grace, and dii^aii}' ofai-poct, by 
yo:ir bo<lies are <ljstinguisii€;d froiii t!;e brutes ? 
it ior this?, he spreads your table wlih unsparin; 
raiiij'j and gives you all things necessary to s 
3'our lives, and comlbrt your hearts 1* That 
Rrtture, which is by you tieiiietl v/ilh filthy lusb 
Crcntor deiirned to assume, wheti be took u;'m 
the form of a servant. In this sanie human nati 
Ho-y Spirit deigns to dwell. And the time 
approaching, when mauy parcels of li shall be 
in dory, and clothed with immortality ; but \ 
this to you, who seem to disclaim your humanit; 
Willie you afi'ect to be artificial brutes, are wora 
the naiuial ones ! Such knowledge is too woi 
for ;'0!i ; sjiicIi motives too celestial to have inf 
upon your seju^ual minds. Yet sh.dl the trulj 
^e inihiencevl from such coasideratious to c 
their wav. 
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As <o the pleasures which are supposed to atteud 
upon sen^ualiiy of every sort, coolly viewed, they will 
appear infinitely deficient. He who is perpeiuHlly 
feasted with a cheerful conscience, is an epicure of a 
right kind. The pleasures of lernperaiice are by far 
superior to Ihose of her rival ; perhaps in real poign- 
ancy ; but sure I am, if fleshly satisfactions have any 
thing to recommend them on their own account, the 
attending evils swallow up the imaginary pleasure; 
as Pliaraoh't* lean kine cat up the fat and well favored 
ones. 

As a phA'sSriin, I could advise you against in- 
temperate rourj?es. Tem|>erance is natural physic, 
whereas intemperance is artificial distress. Are you 
BOt beset round about with fatal distemuers ? is not 
old nge soon to wrinkle your face ; and death to loss 
bis dart ? Why invite these unjoyous guests ? They 
will com^ Eoon enough of their own accord. O if you 
coold but think what an ugly set you give unto yonr 
features ! Lo ! there is a looking-giass, drunkani, 
irhich Hobjmon holds unto vour face. " Who hath 

*• wo ? who hath sorrow ? who hath contention ? 

^ who hnth babbling.s ? v,'ho hath wounds without 
^* cause ? They th:it tarry long at the wine, and go 
* lo seek niixt wine." AVhen the glutton is murder- 
ed by his own mud ; and when the flesh of the adul- 
larer is conisumrd ; — then shall he mourn. O Britain ! 
Britain ! thou<rh famine, pcf-tilence, and war, should 
■erer visit you again ; yet this is a destruction that 
Wasteth at noon-day. 

^As your lawyer, I might tell you, how this vice 
ins 30ur worldly substance ; is a lire that wnst- 
to (lestruclion ; and will bring you to a morsel of 
lire&d. 

As a philosopher, I might put you in mind, thai 
It makes vou less than a man : darkens the umler^ 
Standing, takes away the heart, metamorphoses you 
bito a beast. 

But es'iecially as a divine, I must tell you, that 
^r these Ihiogs' sake the wnith of God coracih oa the 
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children of cli9ol>e(lience. We are taught by our fioljr 
rolision, to conshler the lusts of intemperauce, as the 
procurius; cause of temporal juilgmeots ; of eterual 
death. What cast Adam out of paradise ? Interape- 
Tiince. What hroutiht the flocxl on the old world ? In-' 
tem;)erance. What kindled Sodom's flames, and laid 
In M^hes the cities of the plain ? Intemperance. In- 
tern Mcraoce brought on national judg:ments upon the 
Jews, and exposes to everlasting burnings. — It is re- 
lated by an eminent author in his travels, that in some 
places of Germany, they executed (Certain capital of 
fenders in a very extraonlinary manner. There was 
an f-ngine shaped like a hnndsonie lady, which the 
cri'iiinal saluted, and afterwards retired. I!« retumf 
ag: in to salute the fatal machine: The figure opeoi 
iti^ iiands and cuts him through the heart. ^* Knowest 
thuu not that the dead are there ? that her gueato 
are in the deeps of hell ? None ' that go in unto 
hv.- return again; neither titke they hold ofthepafll 
of life." • 



. ■ 

The harmony of the divine attributes ; or^ the council tf 

.peace. 

AS yet there were no mountains covered wilk 
verdure, nor vallies clad with yellow plenty. Tliii 
trees had not yet reared their lofty heads. Theit 
w :s no sun yet lighted up to spread the cheerful day; 
no srmaineut glowing with lively safiphires. Butt 
cternil mind alone existed. Himrself was hi^ owlf 
h. :'pine-).s. Jieholding from his exalted prospect-* 
(rroui which all future things are present) the uunw 
roMd events which providence would briiija: forth, he 
S})ied the huniiin race all grovelling in the dust, aoi 
utterly unable to recover themselves from a ruiooui 
fail. He saw them, iii their great progenitor, in tl* 
very morni.ig of the world, involved in one conmio* 
i'uiu; by the arU'ul lusinuatlou of a subtle apodtate.-^ 



\ 
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saw the mischief and siiite of his implaeable ad- 
iry, and resolved to redeem the l<i,)8ed ruce in 
a method,' as should redound to the glory ol' his 
'Ctlons, and the never-ending contusion of the ma- 
ns imposior. 

He is revealed to have called a solemn council, 
ive must 8|«eak after the manner of men concern^ 
ilui,) in order to concert the grand design, fioli- 
and wisdom were j»reseut, with all their sistor at- 
test but chieHy, justice nnd mercy met toj;ether. 
les, l^hich, like the sun and moon, are rarely seen 
Ihrr among the sons of men. 
And first, si iM'ii Justice rose with an awful countc- 
e. Justice, whose jtrovince is to sec the ri;:hts of 
en. For, sooner would she tejir the e^rth from 
leej^fou'idHticm.^, and Mend it with ihe heaveusj in 
3lin'j!;ui-'hed ruin, th m ei:Ter any, the least in- 
emeiil of the run-l.imenld laws of (Jod. She 
led 10 ! e altogether averse from the merciful de- 
She fde.jds, th^Jt guilty man is no mo.e the r.ro- 
>tij»'Ct of mtrcy, th;in the angels that sinned. — 
p they not violated thy holy laws, O righteoust 
|pr ? See wh.it confusion ami disorder sin h:»s in- 
iced into thy fair creation ! ITow the !.e:iuTifi|^ 
rdination of all thins:r<to one another, and to thefP 
creat (Veator and ^tovernor, is disturbed ! — And 
*tbre, die he must, or l^lot me out from thy n dure, 
ird me from thy court, let me be no more the sup- 
;r of thy throne. r 

Holiness -md faithTnlness did hack the S'seech of 
cp. For my lustre is st;»ined, sidd holitu-s-j, Uy 
Hnil my honoris Ip^'ered, said faith 'ulne?.-, that 
rleserved punishment shall I >e infiicted; witness 
threat eninfr of the I^w. 

E«t ft smilini attribute, in which the Almighty 

a peruH'ir dt light, next interpo^tMl. Her !h»\m Is 

» nio''(d for ms. With looks of gentlest as.-.eet ^he 

furlh Ihf* M-i.e brnncb of peace, and di-o[d Ihesc 

5oM.^ v.or-i's '• sh'ill m-'inNinil ;iensh. thy yo:•n^.^st. 

thy latest born ? bli.dl the aveu^^vu^ tVkSi\Yv>5 ^- 

Q 
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ways bla9!>heme iliy nftme, and deem himself tlie ecm* 
qiienir ? O ! spare thy helpless tribe, befooled out of 
life and liappineie! Ol Bt»y thy arm of vengeance! 
thou hARt glorified these my siBter attributes already, 
in thy works! I seethe beauteoas creation emerging 
out of nothing, to the glory of thy power and wiadoait 
Holiness and justice have triumphed in punishing tlpe 
ainbing augels. Shall no ray of my glory shine fortk 
in any of thy works ? Here is a proper aeaaoi^ 0.1 
jet me now be glorified ! It is true, O divine h<^ea|! 
you hnve been stained by sin ; nor is it less truSt-y^H 
are engaged to inflict the awfiil vengeance O d})^ 
Veracity ! righteous are thy demands, O spotieHJip- 
tice 1 but is there no surety who may be ^ubsflMliHi 
in the room of oflending mortals ? Who is able ? WJ^ 
IS willing, to underlie the threatened ve^geiiiiefk«? 
Bast thou no expedient, O eternal Wisdom ! taai- 
swer the pleas of Holiness and Justice ? Canst. Unm 
not devise, how Faithfulness shall be verified, m 
Mercy be displayed ?" 

Eternal Wisdom then proposed for the surety, the 
second person of trinal-unity. It is true, we caimot 
find one equal to the mighty task among the aagclsi 

«the human race. But, let the Son of God becoiae 
n ; let him do ; let him die ; let him rise agaiB^* 
^^•fThe malicious adversary shall behold, with keen di» 
pairs hII his designs blasted : God will be highly ghx^ 
fied. And even the gracious Redeemer will be highly 
exalted. While mankind wilUbe honorably saved, kj 
a righteousness of infinite worth and everlasting don* 
tioQ. O glorious device f 

The gracious overture found universal acceplr 
ance ; the Son of God consented. Mercy rqjoieedir- 
Justice sheathed her swonl. ^ Faithfulness laid her 
hi\nf\ on her mouth. And Holiness shone out in brigbt 
elTulgence. 
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ON STEDFASTNESS. 

AS the plant nerer can thrive, which is always 
removed by the gardener from one spot to another; 
neither can thechriBtian abound in the work of the 
Lord, who Ib not stedfast and immoveable. But where 
shall Bt^dfastness i>e found ? In the jangling schools, 
among the wise men, the scribea, the disfiuters of the. 
world ? Alas ! none have been more unlearned, more 
noBtable, more pernicious wresters of tlie scripture, to 
their own destruction, than the persons of this deno- 
■BiinatloB. Far less can the obstinate bigot lay any 
Jiiat claim to this character. So call him, who is eagerly 
attached to the peculiarities of his party, without be- 
ing able himself to render a reason, for his persuasion ; 
' ar willing to undergo an impartial enquiry. 

But tfie^establiBhed christian ia the person who 
baa heaid and learned of the Father ; who knows the 
'power of divine truth on his heart and conscience.— 
^i^ong perhaps he wandered in uncertainty ; had no 
tvliere to lay his head, or fix the sole of his foot. But 
'*Wfaen he found these old imths, these good ways, he 
"Iband his rest. Alighting, like the dove of Noah, on 
"tke true ark ; this is fmf resty he says, and here I will 
"'fMde, He is no more like the chat!*, which, when se- 
'^fiarated from the grain, becomes the sport of winds ; 
•dut, rooted in Christ Jesus, he flourishes like the 
*-|Nilni-tree, ami grows aa the cedar in Lebanon. His 
religious opinions are not now like travellers in an 
*■ inn, that loilge but for a night ; nor his holy resolu- 
tions like tlie morning cloud, or early dew, that pas- 
aeth away. But that which he heard from the begin- 
ning abides in him ; and with full purpose of heart, he 
cleaves unto the Lord. He holds fast the profe8:<ion 
of his faith without wavering ; and, by a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, seekn for gl(»ry, htiiior, and im- 
mortality. Is he asKaulted by the winds of vnin doc- 
trine, ami strung teiuptations ? The hUewsLVJcv^iS. \<v^ 
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[jer&uasion, and the firmness of his resolution, are A 
iixr fro III lii'ini; overcome, that, on the contrary, they 
a(*(|iiire a more unr^hakeu islabilify ; as the tree, that ii 
ivc!l ruoted, clings cloocr to the soil by being tossed 
ilk a tenijiCikiL. 

He peruses the holy scriptures, and finds Gofl*i 
word iia a hammer to fasten him, as a nail in a sore 
picice. He purifies hi^ heart from every vile atrecttoa, 
and holds tlte mystery of faith in a pure conseieocei 
!H(; prays without ceasins;, and finds his heart united 
aj fV'.T Cod^s name continually. He sets liefore Ub 
e; (;^ iJ;e KtedfiiKlne»s of his Hedeeiner ; who, in the 
OMi>:c* of hi •: sMjvafkjii, did set his face like a flint ; and 
ku^'W tirtt jh: sIioiiM not be asliamed : — and the eip 
ampler oi' iilO^:(? christian.^ who endured unto the endi 
hikI huld fast the liej^iuniui:; of iJieir eonfid«>nce. Ha 
u:j->!d not rsid;mil .the truth of the doctrine, certainly 
belle veil \ty him, even to the judgment of an anfel 
Croiii heaven. In tlie christian race, he runs noiBf 
uncertainly ; and, in tlie christian warfare, fights nol 
as beatiii'r in the air. 

While the aoul that is unstable as water, become^ 
a ready prey to every temptation, and never can ex* 
c^el ill lioliiierH or comhvi ; the established christiai 
ih a lively iiii::,!ro of the living (>od, who is stedfast for 
ever; and v;;lh wlioin there ia no variableness, nor 
;9iiadow of tbinlu^. He is a disciple of Christ indeed^ 
f'.)r he eoiitinues in Ids word, an ornament to the refi- 
gi.'>n wbieh he professes, and a bestowerol gladness to 
the heart of every faithful minister, who can say, with 
t!ie ho!y ajio.-tle, now wc live, if 7V€ sland fas:i intlu 
Lcr.I, J'ut, O t}iat file^i-ed serenity of mind, now set- 
tled into a >>!(risi:ij^ Iraniiuility, as milk into a sweet 
CI cam, when -I lowed to .-^tand s^till ! 

t)o on, <) h;ip;/y soid ! resist the devil, stedfastifl 
tli»; fuiih. 'J'by piaytTs a;-e powerful; thy reward is 
c<i:;ti:i. And, at the last, yon are presented holy and 
i::il''.j» tal'fe : e'ore him, if ye ciuitiniie jrrouni'ed and 
V !'.Ud 1m friiih, and be not moved away from the hop* 
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ON ZEAL. 

riTE zealous christinii is onp, who, from a ten- 
?<j;:ird to the honor of his God and Redeemer, 

with a holy anger against all doctrinnl corriip- 
of his truth, ^tnd practical violations of his law; 
;OP8 what in- him lies for advancinj; his glory a- 

nien, and for transmitting to latest posterity 
and incorrupled the holy religion" wherein he has 
taught. In times of aliounding iniquity, he wax- 
: cold, but glows the more intensely, as the pier- 
•age of wiuter imparts new vigor to the elements 
e. Though he very well knows the Almighty 

not his fee!>le help, being fully able to defend 
vn cause, and vindicate his injured rights; yet* 
tlu e, O venerable Elijah, he is jealous for the 
of IIo.^ls, wlien the children of Israel had throwi* 

his altars, and fears the bitter curse of Meroz, 
[1 he not come forth to the help of the Lord; to 
Rip of the Lord against the mighty. For, lie re- 
)ers how, in the cause of his salvation, his gra- 

Redeemer was clad with zeal as with a cloak; 
t on vengeance, and it covered him. 
fe docs not, like the scrupulous Pharisee, confine 
hole regard to the lesser matters of the law; 

those of greater moment arc forgot ; but still he 
f rolues every the Rmallest truth ; and had ra* 
liat heaven and earth should pass away, than 
)t of his word should periph. Many things which 

account of as small punctilios, and trifling cir- 
tantials, he findsy upon a nearer inspection, to he 
\y of contending for ; as being more nearly rela- 
% the whole system, and present state of relijcionj 
is generally imagined. Even thope laws, where- 
e government of christian societies is adjusted, 
nsidcrs as necessary as the bark is to the trec». «r 
■dgc to the vineyard. 

ci2 
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J\ 19 not A blind and headstrong passion thftt iS' 
flueiici'ii hiiti, when he didseiits from the way oi' the 
nitiliitiidc, like (hem thai had a zeal of GchI, but not 
nc<-<M(liiig t(> knowledge; but being able to renders 
ro.-son to every man that aaketh. He may be compa- 
red Hi thc^ bush that burned; it ivas sharp indeed, and 
prickly, but in the midst of light. Or, as. the legal 
prinsts burned inceni^e, and lighted the lamps together 
ill the Hiieieat tabernacle, ho ought this holy flame ne- 
ver \o be awakened, but when the lamp of kuowlei^e 
is alrto lighted up. 

l^ot Saul, in his xeal for the Israelites, imbrnehi» > 
hands in th** blood of the Gibeonites; let another rf 
thai name wasto and {lerjecute the chfirch, being ei* 
ceedingly zealous of the traditions of the fathers; lei 
bloo<ly piipi-(ls think they are doing Go«l good senrieei 
when they conf^ign over to the flames pretended hei^ 
tics; blowup pa i-l laments ; massacre whole natiOnsoC. 
men; and make the streets of populous cities to swili 
i\'i(h hiimnn trnre ; ho has> not so learned Christ. — If 
anv sut'h wratbi'nl emotions arise in l:is heart, as 
wc'ild pxc-ife him to call for fire from heaven, eveB 
as^iiinst tb<^ most atrocious sinner; he recollects th6 
nordliil caution of the mt-ek and lowly Jesus, "y* 
know not what nuinntT of spirit ye are of." Mercf 
and C()inpae>slon i.s the oil that feeds this flame, Which 
many >vat<*rH cannot quench. If it consumes any, itii 
not thr [r«»r?onrt of other men, but blni.^elf. 

ItK', alfccts not the zeaIou^: character for a clo&kof 
covot<)U!?nt»h»tf, like the crafiy Demetrius of Ephesuif 
nor for a mask of ambition, like Jehu, the proud ani 
fdrious cn;»tain; — nor that W may, with gn»ater secre- 
cy, wreak his re^i^ntfticnt on those he hates, as if tbi» 
lu'avenly ;;ij"i'acc could prove a sanctirary to malice nnH 
rrvtnge, it is not the pci'.sonsjof the sinners lieab- 
iiors; hui the sins of the [K'I'sous. And a^ainet these 
hv l\irl;<rt; not 650 much hv biit'.'r luvcctlvcs, and noisy 
♦•xc,!.nn;»tions, as silciil tcarfj, and secret praters. He 
«<.*«"s /ranspvc ssors, and is giievfd much for the certais 
wiserieiA tiiey prvicute Xo \.VkVivctiv\N^'«k\ loMce^ for lire 
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shonor Ihey reflect upon iheic Maker. His fi;ene- 
ii]i9 godly fecorrow is not confined to his own personal 
irjuities ; his heart can bleed tor a worhl tiiat lieth 

wickednes*; hut still his zeal begins at home, like 
larity. He entertains no more favoring thoiJu:hts of 
ly evil way, though his most beloved friends shoidd 
i the abettors of it. But chiefly he keeps his own 
?art with all diligence; ond carefully Buppres?iCB 
ose vices in his own soul, against which he declarer 

other men. He remembers, that as the snuflers in 
e temi)Ie were pure jrold ; so (hey who would be ad- 
>cates for pure and undeflled religion, ought to be. 
ire them!>;clves. And he fears to fall within the 
^rge of that most cutting challenge ; '* thou that 
achest another, teachest thou not thyself i*" 

Though far from the indilference of a Gallio, in 
e matters of his God ; yet will he never speak wick- 
lly for him, nor have recourse to pious fraud lor the 
omotiiig of !ns interest. As the stars in their cour- 
9 fought ag:iinst Sisera ; so he, when striving against 
n, is careful, in this holy war, to keep his rank, ami 
^ver to slefi aside from that station that is allotted 
r him by his prudent General. 

Such is the constant frame, and such the habitual 
mper of his soul ; not reHcm!)ting a transitory flash 
' lightning, but a standing |»illar of tire. SometimeB 
deed he incurs the censures of men, as though he 
ere righteous ovcrniuch, and of a gloomy nature ; 
it God and consciiMice ac(|uit him from the charge. 
I times of fearful judgments, and dangerous ajiostacy, 
» is orilinarily preserved, being marked with the seal 
' the living God on the forehead. 



ox RKLiniOl'B strict?:ek*5. 



THE strict christian is a person who places no* 
ts relicrion in a rigid ceii:^uring of oMiers, nor in an 
Iger attuclijoeiit to the cusluia^ oi ov>wqv>& q1 "^ ^'^^ 
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iioiilar party ; but is influenced in the whole of hfo 
conduct by an indexible regard to the divine law, a^ 
the only rule ofhia life ; and by a careful attention to 
the example of Jesus Christ, as the great pattern of 
his obedience. He reckons it not sufficient to distin- 
guish himself from the many that walk in the hroai 
way, by entertaining better notious, and more exalted 
sentiments than they ; but his life is orthodox as his 
faith, and his iconversation as his tongue. 

He is afraid to engage in whatsoever course of 
action, without being first at all (hie pains to satisfy 
his conscience, that it is well pleasing unto God, or, 
at least, not prohibited in the law. But when he dis- 
cerns the stamp of God^s authority on any precept; 
though the world shoidd countermand, he kuowa his 
own master, and obeys God rather than man. 

It is true, he abhors those foolish and cntel na^ 
cerations of the body, which some superstitious bigots 
have mistaken for true mortiiication ; for lie knowSi^ 
that his body, being a temple of the Holy Ghost, de- 
serves to be honored, by keeping it in repair : and» 
being the servant of his soul, should be nierciftdlf 
Bsed, as the good man is merciful to his very beast.— 
But, at the same time, he takes care not to pamper 
tlie flesh too much, and make provision for its lusts, 
un<ler the specious pretence of using his christian U-* 
berty. For, though he stands fast in this liberty, and 
will not be brought into bondr.gc by any, he choosef* 
not to be walking always upon its utmost verge Of 
border. 

Some things that are in themsehes lawful, hr 
judges not expedient, on account of the attemling eir* 
ciimstances ; and he abstains from them accordingly. 
The regard he hears to the law of his God, is uni- 
forni, equal, and conslant. I?e is no less conscien- 
Cioue in r.enorming relatives duties, than in practising 
those that are imnieiliatdy religious. He abhors their 
imMiety, ^^ho make the divine commands to clash, 
and break tlie one t::l>le of the law against the other; 
who, uiider tb© yrcVeut^ o^ CanC)\\j>^^ Corbet naturai 
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iffection ; ad if one BbouUI devote unto sacred useat 
what is necessary for supiiortiiig the life ol' his neiirest 
relations, and say, " it is a gift by wliatsoever thou 
mightst have been profited by me." 

Though he is strict in observing every the least 
•ommandment, it is not that he may indulge himselt 
in neglecting the weightier matters of the law ; l)iit 
rather to demonstrate unto ail beholders, that if the 
authority of the great Lawgiver is to be so much re- 
spected, even in the smallest things, much more in 
those weightier and important matters, that arc the 
very soul of religion. 

He equally detests the sj>nriou8 strictness of the 
pbarisee, which was only partial ami hypocritical ; 
and the profane looseness of the muliitmle, who wulk 
at rantiom, and seem to think, that it is scarce [tossi- 
We to go wrong in the way that leadeth unto life. 

He neitiier shuns nor courts the approbation of 
the world, and studies rather not to deserve than to 
aroid their reproaches. His heart being reconciled 
nato the spirituality and holiness of the law, his li- 
berty and freedom is not in the least impaired, by the 
itrict rules he has imposed upon himself ; he walks 
at liberty, because he seeks thy precepts, O God. 

Some there are who esteem him to be no betlep' 
than a nice precise fool, and an atfecter of singularity ; 
but he endeavors, by joining to his strictness, a sweet 
and obliging behavior, to confute this calumny; and 
•ftentimes he eucreases, like his Lord and Savior Je- 
ns Chiist, in favor with God and man. lie looks 
a^on all his strictness as too little; and coming not 
«nly exceeding short of what is required in the law, 
but of what others have arrived at ; and he renoiui- 
tea it all in point of trust and confidence. It i:* not 
his own strictness, but his Savior's atonement ou 
vhich he builds his hopes of a happy eternity. 

Go on, O happy soul! though thy com ^I'nions 
should be few in the narrow way that leadeth unto 
everlasting life ; in a little thou shalt no i.^ore com* 
lilaiu of being soJilary j for ttiovx *U\xU ^^^'^ ^"^ ^"^ 
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innamernble company oF angeb, to the general asseto' 
b\y and church of the first bom, whose names are 
ivrilleD in heaven, where the strictest christian shall 
receive the most glorious crown. For their riiame, 
th«*y shall be advanced to double honor ; and for 
confusion, they shall rejoice in their eternal pac- 
tion. 

It now remains to beg the reader's excuse for d^ 
taining him so long from a perusal of the more ImpiN^ 
tant and interesting contents of the following sheets^ 
an<1 to express my ardent desire, that blessed hj a 
gncious providence, they may gain the haven of po^ 
lie acceptance, and import these most yaliiable eo» 
modities ; pleasure which improves) and improveniaJI 
which delights.. *^ 



ON THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIPPER. 

t 

FIRST of all, he is careful that the worship he 
performs be of divine institution, and suited to the p^ 
nius of the gospel. He is not so much taken wi^ 
gaudy ornaments and glittering ceremonies in wiff 
set or religious observances, as with the stamp'S 
heaven's appointment. Though the commandnml^ 
of men should be ever so plausible and dazzling tt 
the eye, he can despise them as weajc and l^egglf' 
ly elements, as worldly rudiments, as c:amal oitf- 
nances. 

But though his worship should, as to form, bo^ 
of ever so much purity, he knows where there is a sfi- 
ritual worship, there may be a carnal heart. Tl» 
soul of his devotion lies, neither in the reverence rf 
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NOTE. 
This cssaif concluded the prrface in the first crfR 
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' deineanor, nor iB the exercise of Bhimng gifts i 
I the fixing of hie mind, and ihe exciting his 
in(e action, by tlie influence of the Koly Ghost. 
[?he bended knee bespeaks the humiliation of his 
the exalted voice indicates the |erveDcy of his 
; the elevated hand betokens the lifting up of 
"ections. The request of his lips is the same 
with the desire of hia heart. If his lips are 
ig, ilia heart is also fervent. 
)Qlies he considers as the means of communion 
[«od ; but he endeavors never to rest in Ihem as 
id. He neither worships God with a view to 
he applause of men by shewing his fine parts ; — 
lease a resentful conscience }iy some faint com> 
;e3 with its impartial dictates; — to work out a 
ousness whereby he might be justified before 
—or, to encourage himself in the indulgence of 
Bts, because he has peace-otferings with him, or 
be he has paid his vows. But his flesh and heart 
ut for the living God. 

LMie influences of the divine Spirit; these are the 
! that blow upon his garden, and make the spicy 
of every divine grace to flow Ibrth. These are 
lies that urge him forward in every act ol wor* 
without whose kindly aid he might ply the oat 
ural endeavors in vain. But the spirit helpeth 
firmities with groanings that cannot be uttered. 
mi his divine succors, what were lie, but as the 
y Sampson, when shorn of his sacred locks, he 
le as another man ? Therefore is he tenderly 
tous to cherish every motion of this beninga 
; and to avoid whatsoever course of action 
, quench this heavenly ^fire by which his sacri- 
ire inflamed. 

t is true, he may, through the workings of in- 
corruption, and the influence of wicked spirits, 
itered with the intrusion of vain thoughts, even 
i most solemn devotions. But if these hellish 
will alight u])on, andpick his sacrifices; he will, 
kraham drive them away, AitfSLU»»>l)^ Vi^ ^CAxi^ 
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tiot be able to acquit liimBelF with mucli clearness of 
thii.i^ht <tH(l elegaucy oi' exp^Bsion ; yet lie fincb a 
^n.clou^ a('ce|itauce M'itli God, who untleratanda the. 
st::inii]ering tongue oi* his beloved children; and is 
more moved wUh their uniitteruhle groans, than with 
the accurate addresses ol' the gifted prolitssor ; from 
whom, as being destitute of divine grace, shall be la- 
keii away even that which he seemed to have. I^he 
ancel of the covenant ascends in the smoke of all 
his oireringd. Though he covels earnestly the best 
giiiH, yet Uod has shewed unto^him u more exeeileBt 
way. 



ON HEAaiNG THE WORD. 



ASK you, why faith should come by hearing?-— 
why it Hhould he the minint ration of the Spirit? why 
)i(* sjiouid fall on them ih it lieMr the wor i ? why b'aints 
hi.'Oiiid lie comiortr^(i, ami siniKTH ctmvorted, by the 
fi>(» :slinei:S6 of iire'ichui^ ? The tjuiue gracious »p- 
j)<;;iiinM*nt l»y which the clondt^of heaven drop dowi 
ti mU -s iVom above, at the roluni of ppriiig, halli ^»^ 
d;':*i('<! that hi^ diK'triiie 6hall drop as the rain, and hil 
H n'(h distil as the dew. Sutlice it for us to knoifi 
tl: i tfh^s orn will bctrnt he us hy the wcrd tj* Irutt."'^ 
.F'(- who teaches the tender bal-e to hanker ;. fter tbs 
n'oJJKT's l.rcis'^t, an<l renders the milk more ncMirislh 
inr v.- hen **•!(• In cii nnn that living ioimtain, tb/n ul«€B 
f prc^« nicd in a cu. ; aho instructs the infant elms' 
ti;>i» »o <!(>;.(•, as • ncw-horn J. ale, the sincere milk of 
tl:<* word, .'sn'I :r- k<'K him crow th.crehy. Let us ri" 
tlu! M<ten<I i<> Ihe cli: riiclcr ol him who is not a fo^ 
getful hearer, ini* »• doer oi" thr w.>p(l. 

rirst of all, he looks n<it on th^^ (U\ ine ordinanfC 
AB ■: mt-re amusement, or as an e\ edient to p'.ss n^xifj 
n li-^'O tin'e. I'e n-- airs not to lh«' !>|."ce el' !l»e *iolf. 
i»7<»e'v to icc. and '-e fr< ( n : — Ih'st his c«.ri(»si:\ ••;>/ 
be grulified wiVb VVv'i vioNViVlv oV the matter : — that bif 
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s may be tickled with the melody of tlic voice :— =- 
t his passions may be touched by the eleganc}' of 
address : — that his mouth may be filled with some 
:ler of discourse :-that an angry conscience may be 
ified ; or that an empty name may be maintained ; 
That his graces may be quickened, his lusts mny he 
rtified, his temptations resisted, his doubts resolv- 
his discoura^i^ements dispelled, his understanding 
Y be stored with truths, his will with holy resolu- 
iH, his afTcctions with heavenly emotions. In short, 
t he may hear what God the Lord will say; and 
t he may profess the dependence he has on him 
the knowledge of his will, and instruction in the 
f of life. 

For, though he is only to hear the voice of a mnn 
like passions with himself, he consi4lers him as the 
iilh of the living (lod speaking unto him from hea- 
I. Thou art going to hear, O my soul, not the 
■d spoken by an angel from the blessed alKxIes, 
ISO tongue is tipt with heavenly eloquence; — not 
word of a king, wherewith there is no |)ower com- 
nding deep respect from all that hear; hut the voice 
lim who is territde to the kings of Dh* earth, and 
;el8 bend liefore him with lowly reverence. In- 
id of diminishing his respect to the heavenly meg* 
e, because delivered by a mortal tongue, it fires his 
titude to the condescending Deity, who once s])oke 
Ihe Jews in the likeness of sinful flesh, when the 
ird was made flesh, and dwelt among us; and now 
B|»eak8 unto us liy flesh, having received gilts for 
n, that his terror may not make ns afraid. 

How can he but be all attention, when so crreat 
he majesty of the speaker ? — so vast the im?*or- 
ce of the thing spoken ? No vain speculatiou ; no 
? tale; no cunningly devised fable; hut truihs 
ich angels pry into, and wherein he is most deeply 
prosted ; even that word which God has magul!;ed 
ftTP all his name. 

Having, by iVrvent prayer, and serious medita- 
D, composed his wandering thoughts^ alU^e.d.^% 

R 
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passions, and hdshed his worldly cares, he re 
v/'dh meekness, the ingrafted word. To the ] 
of the ear, he joins the hearing of faith. WiscI 
ters into his heart, and knowledge is pleasant u 
6oul. If the reproofs of the word are applicafa 
himself, he does not apply them to his neighh 
hnfe him that reproveth in the gate. He adoi 
goodness that ccaseth not to be a reprover, t 
makes the word to be quick and powerful, i 
than any two-edged sword, and a discerner 
thoughts and intents of the heart. He obe 
Toice, and receives correction. If the thunder 
nc'ti sound their trumpet, his belly trembles, a 
tenness enters into his bones. Knowing these 
of the Lord, he is persuaded to fly from the w 
come. Blessed soul! he is not otTended wi 
strictness of the precepts ; he turns not from tl 
commandment, though it should encroach iip 
lusts, or worldly interests, and cost him a righ 
or a ri^ht eye. He esteems no commandmen 
on which the authority of the great God is instf 
or (liiTicuIt, when it comes from him who gives 
to the saint. But chielly, he mixes faith w 
those 2:reat and precious promises which in Ch 
yea ami amen, and by which he is made a part 
the (iirine nature. These, he knows, it is hisi 
believe, as well as to reverence the reproofs, i 
tht? precepts, or tremble at the tlireatenings. 

What shall we say more? What he he 
iiu'UM'st-iiids; what he understands, he reme 
ivli;'t he rememhers, he loves; what he loves, 
lie^ e3; :ind what he believes, he practises. 1 
is i continual sermon. And not being a fc 
ho; ''?»', but a doer of tiie word, he shall be ble 
his deed. 
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ON MEDITATION- 
IT is the intense fixing of the thouarht on some 
heavenly subject, till either the mind is inionned, or 
the heart atfected. It may he compared to the hrni-' 
sing of sweet sj ices, which makes them spread ab:"Otiil 
their odor; or to the chewing of our natural food, 
irhich makes it fit for being digested into nourishment. 
Ha[)|)y is that soul, w ho, being renewed in the 
spirit of his mind, can retire into himself, from the 
hurry of the world, and from the storm of passion, to 
converse with God and Clirist, and things above, and 
find that solitude is sometimes the best society ; — wiio, 
with his own thoughts, can cheer the darkness of the 
night, and soothe the labors of the day. AVhile he 
is musing, the fire of holy love burns, vanity disap- 
pears, and holiness advances. 

Ask you the themes on which he dwells ? Nei- 
ther on things that are too high for him, uor things 
mprotitable and vain. Instead of weaving spiders' 
webs, or hatching cockatrice eggs, like the vile per- 
son, who will meditate villany, and his heart will pre- 
Tent the night-watches, to meditate on thy statutes, 
b God. AVhen he remembers thee upon his bed, and 
meditates on thee in the night-watches, he will rejoice 
under the shadow of thy wings ; his soul will follow 
hard after thee, and thy right hand will sustain him. 
His meditation of tliee shall be sweet, both when the 
. morning shines, and the evening draws her curtain 
over the world. IIow great shall be his peace 1 how 
great his safetj' ! and how unspeakable his joy ! 

Or, shall thy person, and thy mediation, O ex- 
alted Redeemer ! what thou art, what thou hast, and 
what thou hast done or sulTcrcd, employ his thoughts ? 
When his heart shall indite a good matter concerning 
^hee, his soul shall he tilled with marrow and fatness. 
fie shall meditate on the agonies of thy cross, and 
Aiouru for thee whom he has pierced \ the ^lotie^ ^C 
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tlij pri^.apnt state, and rejoice in thy highaess. Thou 
>ril{ sf n,-; (hy holy' Sj-irit to take thy own things. »nd 
shew (hem unto him, that he need not betake htmself 
it) ^ii:irhri:>tian aid?, of bringing thy dying love to 
his re mem bra nee. Though crucifixes and pictures 
s!Ki:ihl not meet his eye at every turning of the street, 
yet will he nnturally think of thee, the author of his 
lli'e, and rentre of his hap;)iness. 

Often times he will take a trip into the world of 
8i>intd, and come hack all immortal. His thought! 
will r.-nsre in the eternal regions: contemplate the 
liapj>in«^-i-^ of the heavenlj^ state, which he will com* 
fiare wirh the restless agonies of unquenchable fire; 
and beholding this glory of the Lord, he will acqaire 
a Me.ssed meetness for, and longing after its enjoy- 
ment ; — will think but lightly of his transitory afflie- 
tlon ; — will be roused into a holy ardor, to be a fot 
lower of them who inherit the promises ; — will conh 
nii<ierate their mistaken smiles, who take up the fanr 
hie) and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ. 
hU f;»ith will be strengthened, his hope inyigorated, 
nn«i thousrh his outward man should perish, yet, foe 
this cau-e, he will not faint. 

At other times he will indulge the thought of death; 
— will coiijsider his latter end ; — will familiarize tanto 
his (ho:i»:Iils the dismal solemnities of his dying beds 
and sriy to the crrave, " it is mine house." 

Shall I mention, in the next place, how he will 
regard tlie doinc;-; of the Lord, and consider the opeifr 
tion? of his hand ; that he may know what the Moat 
High is callinir for, in a way of duty, by every merci- 
ful inter:»o.=ition of providence ; and by every frown- 
ing dispensation ; and that, like a man of wisdom, he 
may hear liis voice, and see bis name. 

But we nnist not at all forget, how he communes 
witli his heart, how bis spirit makes diligent searchi 
how he considers himself, lest he be tempted ; and 
what is that sin which easily besets him. For thus 
he regards the avenues of temj-t:ition, because he 
knows what U the plague of his heart. — What shaM 
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we say more of him ? In the divine law, '^ he medi- 
tates clay and night ; and sliall be like a tree planted 
by the river of water, that bringeth forth fruit in his 
season. His leaf also shall not >vither; and whatsoe- 
ver he doth shall prosper." 



ON SINKING OF PRAISE. 

WHERE can grave, sweet melody be applied, 
with such propriety, as to the sacred subjects of reli- 
l^on ? By Ihis, devotion is invigorated, joy is heigh- 
tened into rapture, divine truths are better impressed 
upon the heart, and fixed in the memory. Distem- 
pered passions are allayed, and heavenly affections are 
inspired. Even as the hand of the Lord was upon the 
prophet, when he called for a minstrel, and the evil 
8|}irit departed from the king of Israel, while David 
touched, with his skilful hand, the sweet resounding 
harp. From the most remote ages, and from the most 
remote places of the world, have we heard songs, even 
gloiy to the righteous. 

To this heavenly mirth the christian is inspired, 
not by the fumes of wine, wherein is excess ; but be- 
ing tilled with the l^pirit, he speaks to himself iu 
pialms, hymns, and spiritual songs ; singing and ma- 
king melody in his heart unto thee. He makes the 
▼oice of his praise to be heard, not only in the public 
•isembly, but in his private dwelling. 

Though there are peculiar seasons of this diity^ 
'''hen it is more remarkably incumbent ; yet he sees 
iibundant reason to bless -the Lord at all times, and to 
have his praise continually flowing from his lips. — 
Sven in the night of his distress, oft times he has a 
•t>ng, when all joy would seem to be darkened, when 
Wa harp would seem to be turned into mourn! ng^, and 
Wb organ into the voice of them that weep. 'I' bus 
^ul, with Silas, sung at the dead hour of niif'nightt 
though their backs were colorei^ w\V\\ \^w>vcCvkv»>\»»- 
^ourges, and their feet made fast, m VYi^ %\q^V.'?- 
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ThouG;h he despises not the melody of the vmce, 
yet, 1)y itH^lt' alone, he accounts ii no more but bodily 
exercise, that profits little. Therefore, he uses it only 
in a Buivserviency to his devotion; and rests not in it 
as his ultimate end. What he chieily attends uoto* 
19, thnt he may sing praises with understanding, and 
vi'jth grace. 

His praising is his reasonable service. And 
though the subject sung shouAl not exactly suit hii 
own case : tliough it should be — some dreadful impre- 
cation, uttered by the s »irit of projihecy ; — some hig;li 
attainment, to which he is not arrived; — some deej^ 
diritresei, which himself is unacquainted with : — ye^ 
by ejaculatory prayers, and serious meditation, he caa 
digest even these seemingly foreign subjects into tlM 
nourishment of his soul, and sing of them to the pnto 
and glory of God. 

As far as in him lies, he wants to have these i^ 
Sections set a working, and these graces educed hrte 
exercise, that are nuturally required by the theme 6f 
which he sings : Ijc they holy joy, fervent love, borfr 
ina: gratitude, reverential fear, or goilly sorrow.— Bet 
chieily the grace- of faith must never fail to be aete^ 
in this as in other parts of worship. Christ is the 
chief nuiftician, to whom his i»ongs are inscribed.— 
Christ is his aitar, by which he oilers up his sacrifice 
of pniise continually. 

And here can 1 forejot to celebrate the fulneM 
and vnriely of that litMe bjMe, composed by the He- 
bnw king and }:ro;:hel ? What attribute of God doei 
he not ilescribe in iofty numliers ? What work suflerB 
iie to pass uiicelebrated or unsung ? What moral du- 
ly, what christian grace, is not here recommendeil ? 
"What pori^il^le case is not here painted? To what 
distemper of the soul may we not find here a sovereign 
xeMiedy ? !!ere the secure m^y find what is protier 
tor their aw:ilvOn:n?, the dif^consolate for reviving, the 
fioiibiiiig ibr direeiiiig, the feeble for spporting, t« 
make thcni be as David* 
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What mortal pen can equal the sublimity of hie 
thoughts, the liveliness of his metaphors, the majesty 
of his descriptions ? Which of his psalms may not say, 
"1 am fearfully and wonderfully made ?" — When he 
diB}ilHys the glory of the God of Israel, thousands of 
mighty angels stand before him ; '* God is in the midst 
of them, as in mount Sinai." Now he flies on the 
wings of the wind, and rides on flaming cherubim.-— 
His lightnings lighten the world. The earth trembles 
at his approach. The moimtains melt as the snow 
that covers them. The foundations of the world are 
discovered. The floods drive back their tides. The 
mountains skip tike rams. 

Now he sets him on a throne, of which justice 
and judgment are (he foundation : and mercy accom- 
panied with truth, go before his face. Now he de- 
'Wribes the fierceness of his anger; and rains down 
ttiarcs, fire, brimstone, and an horrible tempest. Dar- 
ting his eye through distant ages, he brings down the 
Bon of God to dwell in clay ; a body is prepared him. 
The Jews are filled with ra^e against the Lord^j 
tnointed. He hears his melancholy groans. Sees hy 
heart melting like wax in the midst of his bowels. — 
Bat he leavci^ not his soul in hell. I^Iessias lives, 
ucends on liigh, and leads captivity captive. Re- 
joice, ye worlds of blessedness. He lifted up, yc 
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall com 
in. 



o 



ON PRAYER. 

LET prayer, the most honorable, the most 
pleasurable, and the most beneficial of all exercisci?, 
be next our theme. In this we oouveise wilh the 
eternal mind, and contract a blessed famili«arity with 
that all-glorious Keing, whose favor is boiler than life, 
*hose frown is worse than death. JJy this we taste 
^iiQre exfjidsite delights, thsu i\\l IVvc ^Vt^'axxi^'^ «>>\ s^>:l 
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t9Lh boast, than all the ranities of the ^(^rkl can be 
stow. By this every mercy is sanctified, every aflSic 
lion is alleviated, every holy disposition is invigon 
ted, every corrupt affection is weakened, and e?er, 
temptation is resisted. 

Now, prayer, in the most general and abstracte 
notion of that word, may be described : The apeec! 
of the rational creature unto God, whether conceivie 
in the heart, or uttered by the mouth ; whereby w 
either celebrate his amiable perrections, confess ua 
own defects, implore his divine power for the merde 
we want, or thank him for the blessings we have re 
ceived. 

But let us more particularly attend unto his cbi 
racter, of whom it may be said, behold he prayrih. And 
first of all, detesting their abominable idolatries, wh( 
direct their religious addresses, either to these imagi 
nary beings that neter, perhaps, did so much as exist 
or those beings which indeed have a real existence 
but no divinity, seeing they are all the creatures oi 
God, and many of them the works of men's hands.— 
God and God alone, is the object of his ailoratioa \ 
who only can hear, who only can judge, who onlji 
can answer the prayers that are made ; for hisknow^ 
€»ige 18 infallible, for his equity is inflexible, forhh 
power is irresistible. " O thou that hearest prayer, 
untothte shall all flesh come." Nor shall any rotten 
distinction, deviscMl by the antichristian church, evei 
induce me to enter! tin a favt^rabie thought of thai 
pal 'able violation of the law, wlio hast expressly rom- 
manded in thy word, " thou shall worship Uie Lord 
thy God, and him only shall thou fear." 

But how shnll he, whos^e characttT is a miserable 
skinner, dare to ;i proHch th:H tremendous Majesty, in 
whose presence the fooliirfh shall not stand, who heart 

not sinners, who abhors the workers of inifjiiity ? " 

The inedir.tion of lesiis Christ is the sole, is the hnp* 
py solution of this knot. To his'cire he directs all 
his etitions, V\< wwve he rncntiMiis in fnith anil IB 
^^Wireousiioss i aa'vl feivJU a «.vac\ous ucccr- lance. K 
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s Wp are inrormed in history, the kin^ Aflmctus was 
iconciied lo Thernistocles, when the latter taking 
ie youn^ prince in hlu arms, presented him to the 
ilher ; nhall not much more a gracious God shew fa- 
or, complacency, and love unto sinners, who, though 
n worthy in themselves, yet bring; tlie dearly beloved 
onol'lilod in the arms of their faith, sayins;, '' See, 
t Ciod. our shield, and look upon the face of thine 
aoiuted !"' By him the humble supplicant, draws 
ear to (lod, of whom it is said, '^ this is my beloved 
oo» in whom i am well pleased." 

As in the sacreil story the angel of Manoah as- 
snded in the smoke of hisolTering; so Christ as- 
snds in the incense of all his prayers, and hrins^s 
lem near the throne of his heavenly Father. Hy 
im he has access with confidence. Towanis him he 
ends his eye in all his supplications ; even as the 
leient Jewn never i\ii\ pray, hut with their faces to- 
ards the holy temfMe at Jerusalem, though tf<he 
reatcst distance from them. 

The won! of tro<l is the only rule hy which he 
igulates his devotions, both as to the lime, the place, 
)e matter, the manner. By this he is tauc^lit, that as 
^ time is until, ko no place is improper for ihis Iionora- 
le duty. Though there are stated times of public 
nd private devotion, which he cheerfully observes ; 
lid thontcli it is the Jo}' of his soul to join with his (el* 
nr-worshippers in places that are a|)|K>inied for the 
mmbling of the church ; yet he can never think 
Ittt prayers which are made in canonical hours or 
BDsecrated places, are of greater efficacy on that ac* 
ount. 'J'he lalH>rs of the day he begins wtth irayer, 
emues with prayer, he finishes with prayer. — l\e \* 
rare anxious to get a praying heart, than to find a 
lace; for he remembers how Jeremiah could pnty in 
be dungeon, Daniel in the den of lions, Jonah in the 
clly of the fish, Hezekiah upon his bed, Nehemiiib in 
he king's presence, Peter on the house top, Paul o« 
he ahore, and Christ in the ganlen. — I!e considert 
iMt Christ is an omnii^resent temple ; and therefore 
rts up holy hands iu every place. 
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By tlie game iinerrm^ rule he id directed to 
a STtcchil CHre, (hat the jiiiitter of his addresse 
a&:;'ee:ii»le (o the divine nature and will. The U 
^8ture he uses, w iVoin irreverence on the oue \ 
and from superstition on the other. Bowing, knee 
bodily prostration, elevation of the hands and < 
uncovering of the he«'id, are tlie outward expresi 
of hid inward reverence. But ludicrous and i 
ceremonies, phHrit^aical disguisings of (he face 
avoidrt as tending to beget a contempt of religio 
the minds oi spectators, instead of imprinting a i 
rence. The words of his mouth are neither loo 
and itimiliar on the one hand, nor too high and a 
ing on the other : far less are they unintelligible, 
pronoiniced ' in an unknown tongue. * For, as 
priests oAered incense when the lamps were ligfa 
so, when he prays in the spirit, he prays with tiv 
derstanding also. The words which the Holy G 
teacAes, he firefers above all others. He usu 
▼ain repetitions, as though much Sf)eaking wen 
thine: that recommends Jiini to tiiu Ahnighty, A 
titude of wowls, he knows very well, is not tha 
portunity which avaiU>th much iu the fervent pi 
of the righteouH. For, though the gesture of the I 
should be ever so decent, and the words of the in 
ever so well chosen, he knows very well, that still 
thin<!: is lacking, and indecil the principal thing, 
disj.osition of the heart, which if it is not right 
God, the most lowly gestures, and the most ele 
expressions, are but smoke iu his nostrils, and f 
that burueth ail the day. 



ON MOURNING OR FASTING. 



LAUGH, ye profane, and prove your misery 
your smiles. What though games ami revelry sh 
snatch 3^our hours 'iwi«y, and your whole life sh 
ipeem but one continued festivity ? Miserable < 
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es ! while von dance on the brink of a tremendous 
ri;'ice, in a moment you descend into the js^rave ; 
I dmp into that place, where all joy is darkened, 
I horrors reign in everSasting triumph. Commend 
to that awlu! joy that dwells ivith him that is poor 
I Oi' a contrite spirit. 

A i»er3on of this holy temper is not a stranger to 
ural cheerfulness; Tar less to spiritual joy. But 
endeavors to repress that vain and frothy mirth, 
ich, instead of doins; Rood as a medicine, will eat 
loth a c;inkcr. He waters with his tears even the 
don of his sins, and cannot think on the tranaffres- 
13 of his {last life, without real emo«»o«o ui grief.—- 
", tho'j^h they will never oufiject him to condemna- 
1 from God, for this very reason he condemns him- 
' the more He is often heard, like Ephraim, i Ze- 
mins: himself, and mourning like a dove in the 
ley, for the sad [n*evalence of the body of sin and 
th. ^ 

He can drop a generous tear for the miseries of 
fellow-creatures, and remembers them (hat are in 
ds as bound with them. He cannot but be grieved 
h transgressors; cannot but be vexed with the fil- 
Gonversation of the wicked ; cannot but sigh and 
for all the abominations ihat are committed in the 
A of his n'ltivity. He satisfies not himself with 
n censures of public evils, wJiich may proceed 
n pride and malice; but weeps for them, like.lere- 
ih, in a secret place; anil thus he proves his real 
rity ; his sincere regard to the divine honor ; and 
nterested benevolence to men. Moreover that he 
ivers his own soul from the euill of those sins for 
ich he mourns. — If the church of Goil is involved in 
at distress ; if she is under persecution; or, wb"it is 
iiitely worse, if the liulk of her sons and daughters 
laboring under a lamentable decay as to the now- 
»f godliness ; if her i>astors are brutish, if her ordi- 
icea are barren ; if her doctrine is corrupted ; if 
"^iflci'iline is i>erverte<l; if her government is nog- 
ted ; it' her unity is broken ; then is he sorrowful 
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for the Rolemn asBomhly ; he vreepf* when he rMnflft- 
hiTM Zio.i ; like Neherniah, who wa« the kini;> rup- 
hearer; Hinllike you, ye caplivca of Kabylon, whea 
ye hansed your hprps upon the wiIIowh. 

He fivllows for hit) pattern the great apofitle of 
the (Gentiles, who aervrd the Loril with many teara, 
warninff every man ; who had continual Rorrow io hhi 
hf-art for his brethren acconlini; to the nc»h ; and could 
not without weeping, ho much an mention the enemict 
or the cro^s of Christ. But chiefly he looks on tiia 
whom he has pierced, and mournn lor thee, O sufTerioK 
Weilf-emer ! Surcbj ikon hast harm mtr zriffn^ and 
carrird our ^nrroivs. We iiave often beard of thy 
tears, but nei'erof \\\y lauf^bter. 

O greatly iviHft, wbo»e hfiart U in the house of 
mourning! at rangers ind fed they are to loud and jo- 
▼i^l mirth, and to the dmnkard'!) noiAy Hong; hat not 
unto the smile at heart, ami calm Hun«!ihine of the 
mind. For them Chrip<t in anointed to i»reHch ghdfl* 
dingH ; to give them the oil of joy (<>r mourning, and 
the \r''^TnM*\\\y* of pnii«#r tor thir s'irit ol" hprivinesfl.^-— 
With thfm tlif^ lioly iU\^ will ('f-itrn to dwell, iielbre 
all pnlarcH and U\n\t\v:A. Kv^^n now hr; kefip^a liotllf: 
(or their learn, and ii^ niindlul of the/n, a«t tbey uere 
written in a b<K>k. A tirn#» approiurhes when, wilh 
iii-iown kindly hand, lie will wipe them forever from 
tiieire3eH; and they who have i:one I'orlh wef|iinjf» 
lie ring i»rerioiiH ^eed, ahall bring back their dheaves 
^.iUi rejoicing. 



On the sacrnmrnt of the supper, j 

IT was in that fatal ni'jjht, wh«-n the arrur«<^d 
trtilor h:id renolvMl. with ralm, deliifer^ite oKilifp, up* 
«>fi llie if\i^'>\ niiu'')rlhv t«TiiM. to hetnv his LonI und 
.'J' -iter inio I In; haniii ol *-iiiiH-rrt. Ah ! riir^ftl hnt 
»' ::old, Io v\hit enoirnoin n'i'jje:^ «lo-t tiifiu .li-h nD 
^hi'. human raco liearL iniiienelriilily hard, whicb 
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not ffoflened by all ihc pntl<»arin^ ppcechos and 
yrtmeiit of tho meek and dviii^ Shvioi* ! — The ni-^ 
of the Jews were met in close cabal ; ami (hirpjl- 
Tor the b!oo<l of the innocent Lamb of God, who 
s away the r.in of the world; they concerted 
cfure^ for apiirehending him, like a notorious dis* 
er of the jrcace, and troublesome pest of society, 
ir dark designs were not unknown to the wise 
eemer, whose penetrating eye beheld thein tjirou^^h 
deepest shades. Full well he knew the succp.88 
r enter|)rise was met with, according to the plan 
down in the eternal council of the skies. He was 
unapfu'ised of the inglorious and agonizing death 
;!i was iunnediatcly before faini ; nor with the still 

R dismal coutlict with angry Omnipotence. 

lisemunc can tcll how he, the heavenly vine, was 
iezeil in the wine-press of the wrath of God, till 
I his opened pores, even in the oold night, and on 

cool ground, there issued forth great drops of 
dy sweat. — U ndcr all these direful apprehensions) 
n joyed a calm screnily of mind, and mixed fanii- 
discourse with his disciples at the last passovcr- 
ler. If the last words, and dying actions of our 
ids, -claim our peculiar regard ; the last concluding 
le of our Redeemer's life is ten thfiusand time? 
e worthy our attentiim. It was in these precious 
nentfl, he, as the king of Israel, instituted the com- 
amorating ordinance of the supper.-^No more, ye 
I Israel of God, shall }'e practise the bloo<ly rites, 
ch' I commanded Moses, in memory of your deli- 
ince fmm the bondage of Pharaoh. Now, that my 
k1 is as good as sIrmI ; and I, who am the true pass- 
r-lamb, on the brink of being sacrificed for you ; 
t enacted, that, in all succeeding generations, the 
pie elements of bread and wine be my only mem(k 

Had this ordinance been of a trifling nature, s 
;ter of hiditTrrenc}', and but short of duration, who 

persuade Ihemselves, that a |>er8on of such con- 
imatc wisdom, would have employed Uv^r^ ^v\>qab' 

8 
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\ U' hnnif, in ti;iviiig any injiinc lions about it to tlic 
f'oiccJt'd o;.oi.llcs :' The holy evangelists record i( ; 
."Jul the cho.-*fn vessel to I'ear God's name uuto the 
Ci en Hies, mUU his eonrirmation ; " for I have recei- 
veil," priys he, " from the Lord, thnt which ] also de- 
tivtred uuto von, that hi the B-.nic mi^hi wherein he 
\\i\s helrayed, he appointed this expressive ortUnance 
to he perpetuated i?i the church/' 

liO ! he takes the hread, which was before him 
on the table; hread, v^hich Id the stalTonire ; bread, 
whiL'h Klreng:ihencth the hcarl. lie Messed it ; nol 
lor a natural i:?e, as ordinary bread is sanclincd bj 
prayer for eornnion pur|)ose9 ; but he blessc*d it for 
c xtraordlnury pur-otcH, and supernatural ends. Al 
iiian, be craved ; as tJod, he l.ei?lowed the blessing.— 
Me breaks it ; he trives it into the hands of the apos- 
tles. Take with your fingei'S, eat wiih yoifr oioatbjv 
he savs, this con:-.ecrated bread. Tor this, and not 
the roasted lleshoftb*^ passover-Iani?», is, by my OWB, 
tvppointnjeiit, tl'e t<i:v. :\va\ :\vinI:ol of my l;ody, broken 
by the sli\»I;e of jiisiire in \oi:r bm, rom, and place.. 
— l^-trj.cr Uv\v.% tn-.'.rd, and the v»:iie joured out to 
hi .1 b.-::;!, 1/^ lakes the cup. be ll(>^(-: it, be pivea it 
lo ki^ i!is'.i I ?!(:•». 'Vlw v, Iiie v. '•.Ithi:^ eontaiued io 
i\uA eiip of bU rsliirx wiiich I j:;ive yt>u, is an emblem 
i»fn!V Mood: hv wllli•i^ not Ibe Old, but the New 
'i\.5l;Lii!( ui, is eonrnnud; of my blood, which is now 
i\]'K)\\[ to I.e s'.iid ; not in tyjiieal s.'icririees, but in mj 
ioi\\ ciTieil\\!on. Slu (!, not for the remission of cere- 
moiii.-i! riiilt iinlo a fev/ Isnulites; but for the reinia- 
^jou of I be numerous f^ius aj^aiutft the moral law,' both 
miio Ji v.s vu\\ tlenliles. 

Ve that i.ve the lovers of Christ in sincerity, re- 
\eiT:ire 1j!:» dyiir^ cojr.niaiu!, ub{» saiil, t/o thiit iuf^ 
7.i:;rjirancv cf mc. Had be bit us in ehartce toflo 
y<.\\\^ 'Ji:\':\\ tbinf:;, to practise rsome bi:i'denh'ome rilei 
Id e'l-ei've some u:i^nt'.Hipi'»Ie eer*'!u.*):iy, A\hodC mca* 
v'.wt ^vas \v}[ easv to lake iiu : we onf:ht to have bt'f* 
•:.ll s.rM!i}-sii>:i. Iiow imieli m^M'e, when lie only bi"* 
c:A the C'^nsiHraUvl '»i'ead, jmmI drink the eonsecratcu 
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Great is yoiir privilege 1 erialied i-3 your iioaor i 
who eat bread in the kiagiTom ofGoil, ami arc worlhy 
partakers in this mysterious feast. Here (/'liri!?! i^ 
clearly crucified before yon ; and you taa(e that ti:t^ 
Lorcl is gracious. Let the deluded followers of thv! 
Antichrist of Rome, fall down to tlieir hreadon deity, 
and fondly dream of swallowing the real tle&h of tho 
Redeemer ; ye have not so learned Christ ; for ya 
know,- that the flesh proP.ldh nothing. Monsirou.* 
absardity I uni)ro(ita!;!e antl senseless vi-nily ! the be- 
lief whereof none can profess, wlio renousicej not all 
Ma elense, and bills not adieu to rea-jon, willsoai I {^^i^; 
guilty of the a;rossest hypocriiiy. Or if any can I. c- 
lieve for true such a glaring lie, let us treuiule at ih»i 
itroDg delusion. 

No wonder the adversary, who sits in the temp!*} 
of God, and exalts himself aiiove ali that is called by 
that tremendous name, should fearfully d'.5f.g:T'o (his 
holy institution, by his cursed abominations, bio v.o-;- 
der, that, in numerous instances, they are guilty ol* 
Kicrile^ous mangiins;; and, in ninnerous instance?, 
of presumptuous and horrible adding to tbi:^ important 
ordinance of the sijn];er. For here, as i:i a medal, 
there are engraven in minialure the characler:-* of ♦ly- 
ing love ; and in the consclencious dir-;chare;c of (hi-! 
eommanded duty, the soul is satisiied as with m«rru*\ 
lad fatness. 

Pull oft the true christian can tell, how, in this 
holy fiupj'^r, his diseases arecured, Lis desires arc s:t 
tiafied, and his dirTCouragemcnls convertt-.l into exul- 
tations ; whikt he fet ds, net on b;;ni and cmjdy sj n;- 
hola, obvious to the corp(;icnl touch ; I*ui on tlie iiiil- 
•Jea manna, sicnincd by extern d c.i«:ii;r.n1", and o!)vl- 
<>08 to faith aloiiP. What wonder, liis body ;ii:d lui» 
Wood afibrd such hcart-felt salirfaction lu the believe;* 
»n the s:tcn:ment : when even the bcait of (loA w«-; 
'Diinitely de!Ji;btcd tbe;cwilb, while on the cro.-^; lie 
o^eretl himsejf tbronoh the eternal Spirit ! 'J*bis U 
*he irue breaib with which the angels* food may not 
^•Wpare. Th:^ th« true wiiic 'vbl^^v^ t«*'u\xt*v\\ Vv^r. 
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lieart of man ; and even makes glad the beart 6f OoA, 
H' hen blooming in spiritual health, this makes yon 
gr4)\v ; or if you languish under woful decays, thiswiO 
restore jour souls again. At this banquet of wine, 
the king will give commandment, to put to death tli# 
wicked JIaman of this and that corruption. Te8» 
*^ what is thy petition P'' will he say, *^ and whatltf 
thy request ? it shall be granted unto the whole of the 
Kingdom." 

Blessed be that bleeding lore, that instituted 
these holy rites, for the remembrance of itself. But 
cursed be that impious superstition, which, not con- 
tent with the plainness and simplicity of the oiigunl 
commandment, goes about to refine the ordinance, and 
trick it up in robes of human ceremonies. Glory to 
God, for that happy providence which ordered our lot 
in these reformed lands ; where we have open aecesB 
to worship Gud, in his own comely order. The maM \ 
an unmeaning word, an unscriptural name, worthy to 
jbe used for such an antiscriptural abomination; the 
mass in now bajiishetl from our hig;h favored island, 
with all its mnfrical rites, and base i/iolatries. Blessed 
be God for his mercy 1 

Vain man would be wise, though bom a fool, 
<:;vcn like (he coU of the wild ass. In no instance 
have the chiidren of men bewrayed their ignorance 
:\iid folly more than this, attempting to improve airi 
aniemi the ordinances of heaven, wilh Iheir own puny 
jiiventions. The plainness of the elenients, and the 
sJiHj>i!C:ty of the actions, have given them offence ; 
vAv.\ therefore they will dock the simple ordinance 
■»vith gau<ly pom|)ou8 rites. Why are they not oflend- 
• d a!si>i»t.the JMjdorious cross? why not disclaim the 
*o\vly Savior hl.^o; who made no splendid appearance 
iii (he lUiya of his flesh, but wore the hmnble garh of 
iM)verty :* As the carnal Jews would not receive a 
uwan despised Savior, but wanted a Messias that 
•^iioidd he distinguished with worldly grandeur; so 
''.iual christians will have carnal ordinances, ami • 
"yCfVldly sanctuary, ot Vlviy c«in we no glory in thein. 
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£ut those who arc endued with the apirit of wisdom 
and ilbimination, behold a glory iu the naked ordinance, 
iwhifib Ihey search for in vain in all the solemn fop- 
peries of man's invention. It viiis not the privilege 
■of every one who conversed with the incarnate lledee- 
. ifier to behold his glory, as the glory of the only lie- 
gotten of the Father. Nor can every one discern, in 

the sacramental symbols, thf body of the Lord. 

" Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of 
Israel the Savior.^' it is only they, the desire of 
•whose soul is towanls thee, and towards the remem- 
Jiirauce of thy name, who shall sec thy power and thy 
j§l4Mry iu tlie same sanctuary. . 



On the divine hiatitidion iff the sahhaGi-day. 

NOW had six days finished their rounds ; the 
•^;|K>Avens, an(> the earth, and all their host, had under- 
..mrenttbe last retouches of their Creator's hand. He, 
1,'Sfom his liigh and holy place, reviewing, with delight. 
Ids recent works as yet unstained by sin, pronounced 
,:. tiieni all very good. *•*' And he rested on the seventh 
*^"i^y ^tom all his work which he had made. And God 
-. .blessed the seventh day, and saiictified it ; because 
Lvtfiftt In it he rested from all his work which he 
vvJkad created ami made.'' How he blessed it ? how he 
^ .« panctified it ? To be sure the sabbath was made for 
; -.wui* aa the Lord of the sabbath tells us. He blessed 
, •it ; l»e sanctified it ; because he ordained, that every 
i\:00veiitb day should be employed, by his newly-formed 
.. .creainre, in holy exercises, AVas it not then, that the 
I Aiproing stars did sing together, and all the angel-souB 
i». •f God shouted for joy ? 

K But soon, ah ! »oou was the harmony interrupted. 

1 1. -Mails being in honor, did not abide. Full soon the 

{bill impostor found means to involve* in his apostacy, 

Wr wretched race. Here if mercy Irad not interposed^ 

. the aabbath would have been for ever at an end. For 

8 Z 
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Jir. -i\iiiire ji:Viioe is inflexibly severe, would nerer 
!i..ve consdileil to accept of any relii^ious homai^ 
iVoiii hii lalleii rebeilioiis ci-catui*e. But having from 
tlemily proposeil to restore us again to hir» love, fnvor, 
Mill imarr, Ly the nirdi&lioii of hid Son Jeaua Clirifft ; 
he cume.-<, aud {.'reaches peaci? to our trcuibliDg first 
pari'ii1<!i. 

Who can suspect, that the Babhath bhould he now 
Hiperceilcd I'lilo him ? (hat Biich a holy ineititutioo 
hitouM lie di'-roiitiitued ; and its observance neglected 
by Adam and hi 4 believing 8ced ? Surely this law 
i^as not ftr>t ^iven by Muue« ? It? it not evident, that 
^reat lawgiver y; eaks of it as a thing in use before (In 
givinscoftbe I.iw ? The glorious Jehovah had not 
yet uttered all ibc^e words from amidst the thundeiB 
of Hintii ; yet even then tlie manna was niracaiouily 
restrained on tlip seventh day, and what they gathered 
M:e day before, miraculously preserved from pHtrefat* 
tiu.'i. *^ And it came to pass, that there went oit 
f?)»ne of the peojde on the seventh <!:iy to gather, and' 
they found none. And tli^* Lord t^aid unto Mosefi 
how loi's rv'fii.ie ye to keep my eon:inandinents, and 
w.y laws ? see for that the lii»rd biith given you the 
H'l'iliatb, therefore be gi^elb you on the sixth day the 
b;-ea«i of two days. Aiiide ye evei'y man in hi* 
['lice/' 

Yo wliat oiijjijial shall we trr.re up the cnstofff 
which uriiv(r?-d!y obtained amon;: all nations, the Re* 
w.iiii and tire.(k? (^an any natural reason bea<«(fiffnfd 
for it, like wln.t may be as^iirned for the divi^sion off 
i!:*ic into nionthH and years? Can we ren&^onablf 
s:j;)pose ibcy woidd co|:y it from the drsj»ised nntkn 
of /ev^s ? \^ it not more than iTobable, that it whb an 
ancient trjulilion, c« nveyed IVom the ftr.^t man, and 
pre-erved anionj^ bis apo-date race, when it-* true de* 
a;;;n wns n'riroit***! '! 

M.'.y we ntd tlien more tTT^.n pre riume, that thew- 
din.'^nce of W.'.'. sa!.batl» w.ts a^i en.'irjent part of there- 
li'j:ion rvcicf ti.e :'a!ri'irebfi| acre? and that it was nn 
lliw di.y a very aniiLn! tiiciul writer informs u^, the 
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sons of God came for to present themselves befolc 
him ? 

But now Goil plants his snnctnnry among the pc» 
enliar people of the Jews. How grftit a pail this was 
of their national rc^Iigion, is widiCHsed both in thcfc 
law, their prophets, and in the history of their cliuroh. 
Let^s descend to the days of the Messiah ; who 
indeed has abolished the ceremonial law, hut has not 
made the ordinance of the weekly salHjuth to cense. 
Why did you reproach him, O malicious Fharir^ees, as 
though he had been a sabbath breaker, who indeed 
was tiord of the sabbath day ? On the sabbath day 
he honored the synagogue worship with his presence : 
atad speaks ol' it as an ordinance which he was to per- 
petuate in his church after his resurrection : ••' Pray, 
(says he, to his tlisciples,) that your tlight be not in the 
t^inter, nor on the sabbath day." 

It is true, indce<l, we that are christians, do not 
obserre unto the Lord the seventh, })ut the first tiny oC 
the week ; but we observe one day in seven, which is 
the substance of the commandment. IT the Lonlof 
the sabbath shall establish this alteration by his an- 
fliority, who can reasonably find fault ? 

If the day which he rose from the dead be the 
hj which is called the Lord^s ; if on the ftrst i\ny of 
the week the primitive christians, even iii apostolic 
tfanes, did assemble for religiou.ri purpode^, did hear the 
wordf did celebrate the supper, did lay by them in 
•tore, as God had prospered them ; shall we not cor- 
elade, that it is the will of Ood, that now [he seventh 
day shall give place unto the first ? — Hereby is int^i- 
onted to you, christians, that ye are not first to 
wvrk, and then to rest, as under the ancient covenant 
^ works; but that, in the order of the new covenant, 
ywr privilosje proccdcMyour duty, and your labor fol- 
lows after your rost. 

thoLi fjiiern of i\fiy^, riliall we not count f l«f e 
WJrdelighl, and tliou holy of tlie Lonl honorable ?•— 
Be shut our heart to va!n thoujilit^^. Let no Idle dis- 
^^HTsfe i!ow frc:n ont t'jngiic. Let u^ tslvjV. ^v\i ^v^^ 
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Irom servile labor, but chief!/ from all onr Binfiil, nil 
rroin all illegal works. Then shall this earthly rest 
he but a sweet prelude of that eternal sabbath they 
are uuw celeliratiiig, who died in the Lord» and tlicir 
works did follow them. 



Oh ike beficfU of ardinancts. 

'* A DAY in thy coorts^' says Darid, «< is Mte 
than a thousand : I had rather be a door-keeper intlte 
houae of my God, than to dwell iu the tents of wkk- 
edue&s/' Foal. Ixxxiv, 10. ' 

Never did any wonls proceeil oat of the monthtf 
the sweet singer of Israel, in which more of that noUe 
character, the man after God's own heart, «ppe«ei 
In this l)eautiful o<le, where piety strives with ele- 
gance, the royal psalmist extols the hapiiineflseftkelB 
who have it in their power to attend upon the Arbt 
ordinances, the whole psalm bein^ an illustratioa rf 
that rapturous intro<hic(or}' exclamation, ''howanii^ 
ble are thy tabernacles, O Lord God of hosts ?*' He 
not only pronounces Iheni truly blessed, who peqietv* 
ally resided in GoiKs tal>ernnc!e, but also them whs 
levelled thither, from the most distant parts of JudM* 
three times in the year; though the nveatber was ni* 
iiy, and the journey was tedious. By a strong fioeti- 
vu\ flight, he seems to envy the little birds that B«t 
ed near the altars of his King and God, from wfakh 
himself was now debarred. 

The subject of which be sneaks in this text, is 
the courts and bouse of his (Sod. By which we are 
tu understand, the t»>:ernHcle, or that magnificent test 
wbieb INloses reare4l up in the wilderness, ami wbiehi 
at this time, was the royal palace of the nii8:hty klofi 

Concerning this tabernacle, he aflirms two veij 
remarkable things. 

*' A day in thy coiiHh i« better than a thousand.* 
A diviae seuteuce indeed ! Tbo celebrated KoaMUt 
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crater, loag after, hit upon a thought that bears some 
■mall rettemblance to this : " One day, O phiioso[)hy, 
topent in obeying thy precepts, is to be far preferred to 
ft ainning immortality/' Here that saying is brought 
,lo pass, " one shall chase a thousand.'' A day in thy 
courts, that is spent in the exercises of devotion, and 
abstracted from the cares of the world, is not only 
equal to two days, or ten days, or twenty days, in any 
Other place, but better than a thousand days ; or, if 
you will, a thousand years ; yea, a thousand ages.-- 
And, though the happy person who enjoys but one 
4nj of communion with God were to resign his breath 
nil very evening, and never more behold the outgo- 
lags of^he morning, he need not retract his assertion 
jiitoo bold and daring, when he considers, that a day 
In the courts below, of fellowship Avith God, is a sure 
laaoest of everlasliug days in the courts above. 

" I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of 

Aqr Ood, than dwell in the tents of wickedness." Let 

•m here observe how the psalmist, not content with 

«|iprmring the things that are excellent, in a specula- 

Swe nanner, makes a particular and practical choice 

HK them for himself. The contrast between the house 

-•f God and the tents of wickedness, and betwixt b(v 

Jag a door-keeper in the one and an indwetler in the 

>liher, ia abundantly striking. At this time the house 

•if jQod was but a tent. Me speaks as it were a palace. 

"The houses of the wicked were, perhaps, sumptuous 

^>aad magnificent palaces : he styles them but the tents 

r 4l4rtvicke<lne8s. H«re it is natural to think how the 

divine presence can aggrandize a tent into a palace : 

bat if God be alisent from a palace; if the voice of ri- 

fii instead of prayer and pnuse, is heard in it ; if it is 

inbabiteil by doleful creatures, as all wicked men ^^re, 

• it IB more despicable in the eye of Goil than the most 

tagged cottage can be in the eye of men» 



J 9 anCectotI 
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On ibi iXdlloKJi »/ chnxiiamfif, 

LET tliia man glory in hia illustrioua 
flnil think himself enliltert to Ihe honor and 
others, beeausp ii«scenilwJ of (he worthy 
etl ; jet, it be ttoea not nt all inherit their 
virlut-s, the nubiltly of hie hirth is the sidti or htvK^ 
putation, and the soumling litlos wheremth lie Vitf. 
I'e adtlresseil, arcin reatily no hetter (linn a^-itlreuftl 
hiu mnnne». As it vrill not Add nny thine; to ihe*^ 
lue of lead or tin, these vulstr DnelaU, that th^M 
extracted ftotn the precious sitver ore; bo neithortW 
an high extraclioa impart a value to the wontitwwm' 
Tul^nr chariicter. ' ' 

Let snother bless himself in a fancied Ba^etMi 
to othei'^, beCuiiSp he enjoys the faror of die alt 
dwelta in a fin* house, heaps up silver aa tiW.^l 
matutains a nuinerona retinue of servants, afttlfiK 
hia table with thi? most dcllcioua fooil ; I neTVrV—^, 
think hia ch&raoler ennobled by all ihiaipotnp ■B^^ 
iveallh. He enjoys the favor of Ihe great, but Mit 11 
lovini; kinitnees, O Go>l, which ia bettsr than UfcJ 
He dwells iindep a nioprniftcent roof, but he makes 
11/e Mo«t High hi» balHlolioD. Tell mt not ef 
heaps of eilver and E;(ilil, For he is not rich 1b 
works; nor of his uuiiterous servants, for bii 
i'lAvc to file sir«e.liona. He loada his table wiHtll 
liaua food, hul hi^ aout feedelh on ashes, aad' 
tlml swiiie do cat. 

Nor haa he a whit l*tfer title to fame BOil 
glory, who enjoya what ia commonly atyled _ 
(y, and Dees npon the tonguea of mullilndea^ . 
how far aA they from bein^ campeteal judges of 
is 'riily great aud laudable 1 What wiae maa njlN|l^i' 
hi^nseir oa the commendation of fools i* — Bat ifU^J 
times they m^iy be in the ri^ht. Be it ao. Yet stlS' 
how Bciniy the limits, how nhort the diirnlion, Iflt" 
which Ibe taui* of tbe mmI ranowaed must necewfi^^ 
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i(incil ! How many places, even iu this our 
tre (he name oi* the most celebrated man on 
not been so much as heani of! How many 
antiquity, that kept the world awake with 
lustre, whose names and actions are (brgot, 
th<*y had. not been! Where now are the 
roublers of mankind ? O death, what con- 
st thou pour on princes ! As clouds are dri- 
le northern blast ; as snow is melted by the 
as stubble is consumed before the fire ; so 
all glory and renown at thy aj^proach. Seest 
rtjio.^ilory oi' the dead, where the dust of the 
(1 his lord are blended together In gross fami- 
ir--*e all precedency is a je^st. In vain is the 
the right honorable dejiosited in marble, or 
in silver. Alas ! the worms are not afraid to 
is flesh, who wore iur serial purpLe. They 
Lwful distance from majetsly itself, 
rahle they I \\ ho were not cnreful to distin- 
tnselvfs from the common hei'il of m'mkind, 
lese distinctions that are abolished in the 
d that arc of no avail in the aw fid judgment, 
it blank faces will they look, who have no 
>mmeudations but their illustrious pedigree, 
udant wealth, and their popular ronown« 
eon of the carpenter, whose lile was lowly, 
eath ignominious, shall sibt them helbre his 
AVhtn every mask shdil be pMlle<l oiF, and 
n apjiear in that charactjcr which re.'dly t r- 
him ? when their eternal state sliall I e ad- 
»t according to what they seemed in thi-ir 
[hers eyes, but according to what they were 
e of (io<l, the moet uuquestioaable judge of 
ictions ? 

\e then, O my soul ! to admire, or to envy 
of the world. Nor judge them truly bononi- 
le souls are not truly great, and whose glory 
Ifsci'nd after them into the grave. If a horj?c 
ilgp:l of l.y Die gaudinesH of hi* trappir'rs, n 
y the gran^'.eur of its pedestal ; why tihoulH 
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we jndg« of meif by tb'eir outward ap)))m({agefl 
rnuy be striptofiP in this present life, and muai 
cestiity be in the life to come ? 

Clirintianitj, it is thine alone to lift the p( 
the dunghill, ami the needy out of the dust, i 
them among princes ! In thy Hjjrht we cleeriy f 
Ihese that are esteemed the offscourings of all 
may, notwithstanding, be the excellent of th 
He — he is truly honorable, whom the Almigh' 
the heavens, beholds despising in his heai 
things which are reckoned great among men ; 
dentiy aspiring at those sublime distiiictionB 
worlhy of his rational and immortal nature. ] 
indeed a due regard to his good name ; and W( 
willingly so much as incur the suspicion of bei 
fy oi* what is unworthy of him. If a fair re 
may be acquired and maintained by a patient < 
ance in well doing, he does not at all despiii 
esteems it more than riches : for a good rejiort 
the bones fat, and enables the man that is pt 
of it to be more extensively useful, in )>romo 
good of his fellow-creatures, and the glory of tl 
.tor. But even when he does good, it is not 
plause of men he principally courts ; but by he 
dishonor ; by evil report and good report ; he 8 
himself unto the conscience of every man. 
gains their commendations, he does not gn 
joice; if he incurs their censure, he is not grc; 
rowful. Sometimes he takes pleasure in repi 
and rejoices that he is counted wortJiy to suflfc 
tor his name's sake. 

What though he should live in the vale 
though he be not pointed at as he goes along ? 
he hear not the acclamations of the peopl 
praise is not of men, but of God ; who knows 1 
who points him forth to angels, as the objfHst 
regard ; while they, with true applause, rec 
praises. 

What though he boast not of the bonoT 
race^ wben t\\« royaX VAv>c\(\ c\K \wi\ven. flow 
reius^ because he w \iot\i K.tom ^^^ys^** 
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What though he be not a favorite of the prince ; 

when, like a prince, he has power with God? — 'I*ho* 

lie possess not a great quantity of wealth ; when the 

unsearchable riches of Christ are all his own ? — Tho' 

Us steps be not attended, by a numerous train of ser- 

faata; 'when even the blessed angels are ministering 

qdrits onto him, and keep him in all his ways ? — Tho' 

if have no better mansion than a cobwebbed cottage, 

irhen the King of glory deigns to come iinder his low* 

ij roof, and even to dwell with him ? — Though his 

tlotheB be not besmeared with gold, when he puts on 

righteousness as a garment ? Though he live on 

Minely food, and drink not generous wine in gold and 

dver vessels, when the flesh and blood of the Son of 

Bod is his daily provision. — And though his memory 

liibuld die away in the city where he lived, yet his 

iwmoriai in heaven is everlasting. 

Go then, O immortal soul ! seek this honor that 
9K|ne8 from God only, which is no phantom that will 
pock thy grasp; no bubble that will break at thy 
tDueh ; no shadow that will fly from him that pursued 
•liter; but a blessed reality that will crown thy wishes. 
This passion needs not fill thy cheeks with blushing; 
; for it 18 adequate to thy rational nature. O gloriouR 
hnorl 'which. C<esar cannot confer; which money 
Mmdt procure. The praises of men cannot bestow ( 
fiit reproaches of men cannot take it away. The 
jLord of hosts hath purposed to stain the pride of all 
lother glory ; but this honor shall never be laid in dust. 



On (he high privilege of adoption. 

"BEHOLD what manner of love the Father 
hith liestowed on us, that we should be called the sons 
.fTGodt" This was an exclamation worthy of thee, 
beloved apostle, whose favorite tofdc is love ; in* 
: ipire us with these admiring thoughts, O divine Spirit I 
Mkindle in our hearts that holy Okmfi wbkilx \.^ v^Rfts- 



41«Mt,w(ba'«lie1tieB nnto iie the thinc^a n-hiclilie «ir 
•Bd bHfd,1hlt^fH>'«niy rcrliiinly know it U aot men^ 
fyklMUrtml fdViIth. but e moat weighty truth, u4 
knMtttoHd rtdity. 

' ' 'Ctarj'O J*' chiKlren or (his norltl. who 1^0174 
flw''MtUn^of ^oor))trlh,iiDd trnoe your petlig^ A 
Umtiti^klmgttBatA ye thnt flald, we have Ahrah 
(br oarfktlMrl wbmt title can j-ou show to snch ani 
•lted'1i»BOTi fo meh a gtorioaa |)rer«°^tive, as to' 
•alladtlM flonfe oT Gml? Tliia houor linve all L 
Mint*, -bvfaig; bora from above, a nit silopteil into || 
fcnUy or-beftrai. To the adoption of ehildren tlq 
wen ^pradeslili*l«d hefore the day-spring knew "I 
ylMe, wilOt<Aiig W the Ejood plensure of his iriV 
ikftdnkA-Uw^fBlBcseor time was come, God) 
tN<a«taf«0d, niKdB of a womnn, mad« untWU ~ 
Hut fte#^Blgbt receive the adoption of eoni 
WUiIb nrist Jlikift Ibey all partake of this bl 
Vthgltt Hoi M'mMM happy momenis Ihey are pf 
^ cmaeiotn of tide distinguished felicity, wUte 
Spirit of th« Son, tent Ibrih inlo their h earls, hcM 
vritnoN with their B^irits thnt they are the children t( 
Ood, and enahlefl them to cry, Abba, Father.— It R 
troe, their real glor>- is eclljised in this state of th^ 
pilfrimage, if4tile sb><ent from (heir father's hoilBe; M 
the day of thrir manifestatian is faat Hpproachin^, ailS 
<■ the nean time they wait with hurubte hope for Ihl 
adoption, the redempliun or their bodies, when, M 
their icsunccdon fnim the dend, Ihey shall, Uke then 
gioriaus Redeemer, be d^'claretl Ihc soiia of God iflft 
power, hefore the asaemliled world. ' 

Justly, very justly, may our wonder l>e raised H 
the highest pitch, whrn we consider the greatness H 
that God by whom Ilii^ blessing is conferred; (he 
DieaiiBesB of those persona oq whom it is bestowed; 
tile lofUaees of the means by which it is procurrf; 
and the innumerable advantages with which it is i^ 
tended. 

If the glory of children is their father's; if kin- 
dnd to UHpeatia vulued. though remote : if Uth" 
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the Bon-in-]aw of a king was lieUI by David a matter 
of such great importHncc : how distinguishing is their 
lot/tvhose God is their Father, and Jesus Christ is not 
ashamed to call them brethren ! Though every king 
and every emperor that wears a crown, and sways a 
aeeptre, were allied to them by the ties of blooil, it 
eould not equal, by ten thousand degrees, this high 
and ample renown. % 

And wherefore, O glorious Jehovah wouldst thou 
eonfer upon the children of men such inconceivable 
honor to join them to thy family ? It was not to sup- 
ply thy wants, who was sufficient to thy own hnppi* 
ness, and intinitely well pleased in thy beloved Son. 
It was not to reward our worth, who-had no attracting 
quaKlications to recommend us. This is not the man- 
ner of men, O Lord, who use not to adopt, unless they 
]wve no children of their own, or at least observe 
lome amiable quality about the object of their favon 
Thaa Esther is adopted by Mordecai, being a beauti* 
fill virgin ; and Moses, being a proper child, is drawn 
out of the water by the daughter of a great king, and 
Boariahed as her own son. But we were the children 
of wrath, heirs of damnation, and cast out in our blood 
to the loathing of our person. How often have we 
lebelled against the reproofs of his word, contemned 
tte thunders of his law, and rejected the oHers of his 
grace ! yet patience waited for us, tyid mercy appre- 
hended us. 

And that we might receive the adoption of sons, 
flie Son of God did not abhor the ignominious cross! 
With a great sum indeed hast thou obtainrd this frfc- 
tan for iia ! Te make us creaturee, Cid co^t thee ''ul 
• word; to make us chi!»iren, deniancled the ef'fufion 
• of thy blood ; i-nd it pleased the Father to bruise 
tiiee ! Herein perceive we the love of God, that he 
witbheld not his Son, his ouly Son, from the most iii- 
<ionceivabIe a^nies, to compass his design. 

Glorious indeed must be the advantage of this 
. Wgh relation, the purchase of such precious blood ! — 
AigelB ye shall have in charge Ihe^e (viouX^^^ ^Wstr 
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ven. Ye enemieB of their salFation, r^ice not aga 
them. If jou devour theniy ye shall offend ; if 
touch them, you shall touch the apple of his eji 
For in the fear of the Lord is strong confidence, 
his children shall have a place of refuge. Theii 
rents may leave them, but the Lord shall take t 
np. Ue may correct, but will not cast off. If 
speak against them, he ea^estly remembers th 
his heart is turned, his bowels yearn, and his rel 
ings are kindled. Their strength is small, bul 
spares them as a man spareth his son that aer 
lum. Their imperfections are many : but he pi 
them as a father pitieth his children. As a ei 
and as a swallow, so do they chatter, but he Iotc 
hear their ypice. Make known your request i 
him, and he will give you what is good. Ciy i 
him, my father ! he will be the guide of your yo 
But, O tlie riches of the glory of that inherita 
which is neither corruptible, like thy gold and sU 
thou vain world ! nor defiled like the paradise of 
hornet! but incorruptible, and uudetiled, and fa* 
not away, which is reserved in heaven for thei 
How justly may they say, the lines are fallen tci 
in pleasant places, when God himself is their port! 
For. thus runs the aposlolic declaration, '' if chiU 
then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chr 
Hail, ye distinguished, happy persons ! who, th< 
poor and despisetl, are the children of the Moat B 
Live to his praise, and demonstrate to the world, 
you are indeed the children of your father. Im: 
his example, reverence his authority, and let i 
your meat and drink to do his will. 



THE COMPLAINT. 



SWEET was the time when he, whom all 
angels love, and the ransomed tribes adore, did 
ianjiiifir discourse with me a prisoner of earth. 
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thither could I tara mine eyes, and not behold the 
jao0t raTiehing and delightful prospect ? Above me^ 
,4 could Ijirt up my most ardent thought to God that 
^welleth in the heavens, and I could call him mine ; 
^^and these bright globes I could contemplate but as the 
^vement of my father^s house. For me, O radiant 
fgm 1 you shine, you rise, you fall. Angels ! ye are 
way. guardians. Ye beasts of the earth I and ye stones 
ff the field ! are my allies round about me. The va- 
^U8 ills of life I could survey with calm composure ; 
i^ea* in the midst of them, I could rejoice as more 
fhan & conqueror. 

^i Before me, death met my view, deprived of his 

, siting ; and I could ask the grave, where is thy victo- 

JlfJ yea, even the awful judgment could not appal my 

siiait in some distinguished momenta. '' Amen ; evea 

!(Qt eome. Lord Jesus T could I say» Begone, ye 

linvioaa clouds ! prepare his way, ye glorious storm» 

i|f» thonder and lightning ! For, O my conscience t 

jAat perfect peace was made in all- thy borders I 

— . The rising morn beheld me pouring out my pray- 

PH I 'And when the evening star aro3e, this was my 

taavciae. O then I the sacred word was sweet ae 

^ywy, refreshing aa the dew, and cheering as the 

%hL The high praises of Grod were uttered by mj 

gpaih ; and when they said^ go up to the house of the 

lllMli to the tabernacles of the Most High ; how great* 

If. I rejoiced t then I could count the sabbath a de- 

Ight. Methought the lovely light did wear another 

WMCt, tban that of oHier days» How sweetly could I 

Veditate on the law of the Lord ! The doctrines of 

nligion, the mysteries of redemption, and the promises 

Bf tte everlasting covenant, were my darling theme ; 

and my delights were with the excellent ones of the 

Urth. 

Ah ! lovely peace of mind, where art thou ffed f 
Mie iftougiiis of God are a terror to me; I tremble at 
Hajostice, and even his mercy and his goodness af-r 
' fNdi not consolationw How dismal is lh« v^«-^ ^«»9Sbt^ 
^ He grave's BoHtary mtinAQnl luY^ t^oxi Va 
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{;:ii <ol. I went Mt full, hut am returned empiy.— ! 
wiit eiore iviiuUlrit thou leave thy first and hest belor- 
eii ior nil (hnt is in the world ? Can sin, with itH be- 
f^ iichinfrpieaHures, the worhl with its empty en.ioy- 
nu'tiiri, or .thy own imperfect le^al rlphteousnesH, lie !■ 
thi* stend ol' (-hriHl unto (he noul ? lie{|:one ye vain 
prrienders; '* 1 will return unto my first huvlMuid; thtB- 
iTAUi it better with me than now." 



THE flUCCESSKI'L BTTPPLICANT. 

SOME take delight in hunting after the hreath of 
peculiar applause ; and if they can live u|H)n iht 
tont;iH>H of the multitude, they fancy they have atlaia- 
cd I i^reat mea!4ure of felicity. ThiH man revolTMr 
i\-ith n world of pleasure, the works of the learned, 
and rc^nris the stars, and talks with heroen of former 
aLTcs. The (lowing howl, and Jolly company, are tht' 
deli(r|i(H of another. 

Ihit to the real rhrislian, no exercine appeair- 
with more diHtin^uished ^rare than prayer in thp name 
ol' Christ. Thin opeiin (he ^itrs of hraven, and-felflkrf' 
e»4 iilesnfns^H from on hi&;h. The fended knee,- thor 
lii'1c>d hmd, the implorimr eye, with the inllamed heart; 
th«>He never fail to be attended with. joys unknown to 
yiMi, ye sons of (ht; earth ! Aue^els rejoice, and (lOirt 
own p:ir liyfens delii^hted. Lilt u() y(Mir voice to himf 
i) ! (tilk with him ; whether the morn purples the eat^ 
or I ho evening: ntar lights up his lamp. 

The eternal Son was 3'et unclothed with flesb 
find 1»l(M)d ; hut, trying; on the coat of our humanity,* 
]i(» isn'conled tohave api^'ared, in human rilmpe, unts 
(li<> frit her of the patriarchs, from wh<mi the .lewiab 
nation derived their oriirinal. OvcnvhelnuMl witk 
p! r ih'vity, and deeply diatrcMged how ti» face the 8U|^ 
p<> -i'll rr^irt* of his incensed brother, he tries to pour hil 
rofri .laint info Iim comii^'ssiomite Jioscnn ; nor was hii 
tnlTor T^\ni It nw nV^VvV^j tiwl ^silence reiijncd w« 



228 

all ; when, 1o ! a human likeness is presented to his 
TJew. With him he held discourse, and spun out (he 
night, till now the star of the day was advancins^ his 
chariot wheels; and thus the heavenly stranger spok^ 
" it is enough, O friend of God ! permit me to depart. 
The rising day, and flying shadows, forbid my pre- 
■ence here." " No," said the favorite of heaven ; " I 
frill not let thee go, except thou bless me." He weptv 
he made supplication, he had power over the angel, 
and prevailefl. Hence he had deserved the name of 
Israel, O happy viclor ! He had power with God, 
and conquered the Omnipotent t L et us go, audi 
do likewise. 



ON WATCn FULNESS. 

VHIS may be considered, either asrelatine t« 
Mn, that we may resist temptations to it ; or to judg- 
ment, that we may be prepared for the coming of the 
€k)n of man. 

In these views, the watchful christian is one, 
who from a persuasion of the strength of his enemies 
without, who wait for his halting ; of I he wickedness 
and deceit of his own heart within ; ami the grcMt- 
Bess of the danger he incurs ; — carefully guards all 
the avenues of temptation. Inhere is nothing about 
kimself he judges safe to trust ; not his lips ; for with 
Hiee, O David ! he prays " set a watch, O Lord ! be- 
fore my mouth ; keep the door of my lips." Not his 
flj^vs ; for he makes a covenant with them. Not his 
aars ; he shuts them from hearing of blood, of slander 
and detraction, and of the instruction that causeth to 
* arr. But chiefly he darts a jealous eye over his hen rt ; 
for, of its lieing ^^ deceitful above all things, and des- 
paiately wicked," he has the most unquestion.'«ble 
ftoof, both from his own exfierience, and from the 
•zperience of the great surrounding cloud of witnes- 
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^^^o'tbi, be jodgf^ himaelf abaoluldy eecur(# 
tKniDut, (hi)Ut[!i ever no atrociaus ; ivliil^t ' 
tfi<' numentud troops or slain, udiI aeea bow nianjf 
eiruiiger Ihitn he hath fallen by the potver of teni|it^ 
tioti. How can he be conlideul iii.iiimeell', (vlipn bf 
set^a Ihe man according to God'a own heart wellcrutf 
in murder and ndultery ? And thnt mosl eminent 
BjiuBlle, whose I'ailh the Lord ao highly coininende4> 
who was with hitn in Ihe holy mount, and fuithtuUf 
ti9 ivell H8 imit'.cularly warned ol his danger ; — even 
thil most eminent apostte denying hie Lord suit Mab 
ter ; (blush, ye papieta, who make kim Ihe foutuloltat 

. of your church t) denying him llirice ; deuyiiig bf" 
wiih oaths and curses; nvt when iiitiniidAteil b^iii^ 
8ny Irihunal,.at the [>reseuce of hia Judges, but ^1 Iil9 
accuaation of a silly maid. _ ^ 

Neillier is there any titae in which he lUatU A ' 
eafe to intermit his vigilaace. The whole timfl of hv 
eojourning here, he eludiea to pasft iu fear ; fu)4 eSQIK 
when he sleeps, his heart ie waking, lie knows, tlw| 
all hough there ie a time for the body to 9lee|>, liiat itf 
WPiried iiowera may be recruited hy these baliuf d^% 
snd reanimated to new lahors ; yet there ia no tinf 
for his soul to slumber, whose nature, liiie tbg.iwg 
fl.^me, is to be ever in motion ; and, lAsiend of b<' 
reiiaired by indolence and iaactivity, is rendered nnM 
dull sod languid. Neillier in prosjierity dot adveri% 
ty, neither in solitude nor in society, can tie wat4 
re<iuiem to hia soul, aa if it were without Ihe veqi^j^.' 
d;iiiger : And even in the time ofs^ieRial en,joyni«iil|k . 
sn<l flislinguiahed miiDifegtatione. lie knows rery w^ 
th'it be oujfbt ootto My, "my mountain aUnda Btn)|i§| * 
SDd I shall never be moTed." As be who eoiBM.«||i 
or a hot bath, is veiy careful how he reaturea bim^rif 
iniinedialely to the cold cliilliag air, as being otfHK 
nore ready to oaleh a cold, than ujton auch an^MMt 
Biim; BO, be ia never more eircuiBs|)ect bowlie*^ 
turna into the world, and espoaea tiimaelf to its hwt^ 
fill nnarea, than when he hna lieeo si^yiiig tbt Jbi^ 

P7 bom of feUoiritBtt niUi V*<»^ 
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But if there is any known sin, which may gaiit 
tdrantage over him, or easily beset him, whether be- 
cause 8uitc4l to hid natural constitution ; or, perhaps, 
it isr common to the age, and not branded with the in- 
famy it deserves ; or, perhaps, it is of a secret nature, 
and may be transacted without the knowledge of oth- 
ers ; or, perhaps, it is an old sin from w hicli he was 
purged, to which, if he should return, his last state 
would be worse than the first; or, [perhaps, it is a sin 
which is very ready to put on the visor and mask of 
duty, of which it is very diflScuIt to repent ; — he is pe* 
ealiarly watchful against that sin. And that he may 
keep at the remotest distance from all approaches un- 
to iniquity, and abstain from all ap])earance of evil, 
he goes not to the brink, or utmost verge even of law- 
All liberty. That he may not be guilty of any un- 
lawful thing, he will abridge himself iu the use of law* 
fill things, upon a proper occasion. 

But it is no less the duty of a watchful christian 

fo wait the cominsc of his Lord, that he may be found of 

lum in peace. He gives diligenpe, that neither his 

conscience be defiled with known sin, i:or his affec- 

llonfl entangled with vain cares ; that vf^.en lie ehall 

ippear, he may have confideuce, and bid an nnrcluc- 

tant adieu to transitory vanities. He refers not hia 

ttemal interests to be adjusted till he is stretched on 

Ua aick or dying bed ; for he knows, that lK>th the 

time and manner of his exit are wholly in Go<rs hand. 

The numerous deaths of his acquaintances and fellow- 

Borials, hr considers as the calls of the liridegroom, be 

V. Me also reath/. If his head ache, if his stomach lout he 

*, Ra food, or sleep fly from his eyelids, — all these, and 

^ ioeh like distresses, he regards as a set of monitors, 

f Cmwding round alK>ut him, and telling him, that the 

^ jmdre standcth before tlic floor, and the cominsr of the 

* Miord draweth ms:h. Death comes ; eternity untoiiU 

Haeir to his view. See ! with what dauntless magna- 

Mmity he enters the list with his last enemy. Far 

fVom discouraging his survivins ff llow-christians, by a 

tla^ritlng behavior, he thrown an additional lustre on 
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UiA nltH*'>i"' f^ilh, und makes the bohdUpHj 
ihemiitlvt-iiwere the "lying ycrwin. "■ 

\e Ijing r«^li«i» of life 1 furewfll. Iggj 
y* ht^avvnljr j«yi ! jtmcn : evtn so, ci»w ^"'"'^ 
J'SM, Buch niv the wielife he briMithes (i 
MOBt loul. Ui* Itllcr (inil in [>eaca. 






J ; '.01? OWTUNEBB. 

M*, IT Ifl (hat Mniable jtMce, whpn-hy njf 

I ' r/Klrnina uitUwful aiiger nniJ itwiiliTiitM er* 

■eoliiii^til. Pcrhn|iB, hii< nutiirHl IrmiJt^rlf 

c'' gnl kind ; yvt be bnu eK{ji!ripnciitl l)ic hcBOI 

of thnt mriuae iironil«i:, thul " iht? Li-opai 

;,' flou'n will) ihi^ kill; mid the lion tbuU wt-. 

the UK." It li uot lu hia tongur, but In 

"■i *hrri' fhl» gmtc chiefly ri-jiHtt:". He f" 

]^. with lh« Hiicienl HlinnH, H'hollj- to dla^l 

nimiH (if nngrr, nllich v.irr mil the niftil 

di>[ti. Ijijl ..r l'.,Jt.v. Mor <1<..'H il wliolly lie 1b«j| 

•UB Hnil obllglhg behavior, commonlr called fip 

fur«, which may be but an artificial ftppflMi) 

Somellniea he may come with a rod, aod ■• 

Sruilent leTerily; but it ia rather in the cmim< 
lan in hla own chuk. K he amitea, he b^ 
the head ; hut bl> reproofa are t'recioutt uH. Z 
be hia anger. Tor It is Biercirul ; and hla vntit,t 
kind. my loul I come Ihuu into hla aecrott i 
thou united unto hla aaaembly. 

Cmelty and delight In the miBeriea«r i 
Itimtgh hla moat hitler enemies, is a diapo^ 
Creally abhors ; far lesa cnn he sufTer ills attifi 
<o liny particular parlv to awallow up all 1^ 
]n»n«a of hnmanlty to those WboiUO'er rrona hn 
T)loo(iy papiats aport themselvee with the tonw 
Ihoxe whom they call htrefica i he has not fO li 
Christ, upon whom IbeHpirit descended, not ta tl 
MtH Or» TtUtDK, tHlt a ^iW. Wbe4 OMB if bMB 
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to the world of nature, we behold him a peaceful it- 
at, all naked ami defenceless ; not armed with clawtf 
id teeth, as some other animals ; and can we reaso- 
ildy suppose, that when a man is born again into the 
orld or grace, he will come, armed with fire and 
rord, to destroy all around him? 

So far is he from stretching forth his hand against 
em that are at peace with him, that he will not suf- 
r rancor to foster in his breast against his most ma- 
cnant fof . He wisely considers, that he himself has 
:ted a more unjust part towards his God, than ever 
le most ungenerous person did to him ; and yet ot>> 
ined mercy. He does not only suppress his resent- 
ent from bursting out into violent vociferations ; noF 
he like some who affect a sullen silence, louder than 
I words, to proclaim the implacable malice of their 
*art3 : but he banishes from his very thoughts the 
irjiojie of revenge. He considers, that it is far mort 
orious, that it bespeaks more solid wisdom and great- 
>88, to forget an injury than to requite it. He leaves 
to fools and madmen, to furious beasts and silly 
retches, to tear themselves in their anger, to flash 
iry with their eyes, to faulter in their speech, to 
emble in their joints, to stamp with their feet, to 
reak their resentment on whatever comes in their 
md, though perhaps senseless and inanimate ; — when 
ley receive some petty affront, or meet with contra- 
ietion. 

He resembles not a city without gates, or broken 
own, and without walls, that may easily be assault- 
d; nor powder, that may quickly be inflamed; but 
lay be compared to green wood, that is not easily 
fndled, but may soon be exlinguished. He looks 
<ot at every petty injury as through a microscepe, 
rhbh magaifiejB far beyond the life. 

< ! 
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The natural stau ifmankiii^. **! 

See how the mouotnins are coTered ytU 

and the valleys are strip! ol' their lovely vcrd^ 

fragmal flower perrumea ihe air, nor embalmt ] 

.aiBg walk. The Bongslera ol' the grove havl 

op their wings, and furgot their notes, who, mi 

•go did aiiig among the branches. Where ■ 

golden treasures of the harvest, or the Bmilirw 

4^j ol' the 9[iring? Joy and gladaese is fled fl 

<i<i plentiful field, and all is one scene or deae 

^^ What wonder ! when the gloriona rountain o 

■^•p lias nilhdrawn his enlirening beams; reaigid 

'}^' power of chilling cold, lioth the aerial region! 

.'m watery element. In comparieon with Ihe bed 

i^ Bier, the warmest days are cold, even at the' 

1^' noon. Full often Uie scowling wintry cluudi 

i3^ the day's fair lace. AH joy ia darkened. .' 

1"^ Beema lo he swallowed up; the moon aud a 

draw their shining. The low-hent clouds M 

Short is the day. How tedious the length, 

,'■ deep the horrors of the night! When everyfl 

Bwelfed to a river, let not the traveller purstiei 

Bey. Te (hat do liusinesa in great walerat 

;■,; rash to tear your cables from the shore, wben^ 

;. fury rages on the main. 

But, while I muw on the rigors of tUsn 

teasoD, let me reflect what moral sentiinenti ■ 

be taught. Even Uie barren winter nwy be Ik 

/v \ totetlectiiaJ truths; and binding frost ouiy ba 

mental in thawing the beut, and meKlng t| 

'. tloa». ,T 

And first then, What n ^rdz ^hleni w 

'"l fluB, oC that state we are ^'uP' ^' eomAl 

',) world 1 who are, as an apo«t1f!wIa> by natmr*. 

^mrath. While this winter is not pUt, I 



iqipear not in the earth, the time of the dngUjf 



Is not comet tbs itAao of the turtle ianot 1 
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land. Then we derive not our conRolation from llie 
glorious Bun of righteousness, but from the tire of 
worldly enjo3'nient9} or sinful pleasures; no f!o\ver$s 
of divine grv.ce adorn the conversation, nor are we fil- 
led with the fnuts of righteoubness ; we know not tlie 
foyfal sound, neither is the melody of praise heard in 
aar tabernacles. — Is the day short, and the night long ? 
Know, O natural man! that it is the very picture of 
that natural state wherein you are. How soon is the 
Say of prosperity made dark with night ! — a night that 
ihali not see the dawning of the day, and no joylul 
wand conies therein. Though lor a while you may 
obeer up your heart, and think to kindle a fire, and 

K"k in the light of your fire, and compass yourselves 
ut with sparks; what will you do, when the sha- 
ipwB of the everlasting evening shall be stretch<ril 
forth, and the long night of eternity shall wrap you in 
its impenetrable gloom ? Who can live in his cold ? 
Who knows the power of his anger ? 

And here 1 recal to mind an admonition of our 
Kjord to his disciples, when warning them of the 
Ireadful catasti-ophe of that ungrateful city Jerusalem; 
Wmfye^ that your jliaht he net in the nntitcr. O mcrci- 
Ifpl Father ! let it not be my miserable fate, to take 
Biy flight from time and this my mortal body, while 
tie winter of thy wrath is not past, while the rain 69 
tt^ indignation is not over and gone. 



OX IMMORTALITY. 

r 

HEJOICE, ye wise and good ? tremble, ye ktiaves 
nid fools ! (who is anxious ibr your haf»piuess ?) for 
Inninortality, that pleasing awful thought, is no fantas^ 
^ dream. Not only is it brought to light in the gos- 
1^; it is written in the volumes of creation and pro* 
ridence. Set immortality aside, and beasts are wiser 
Ipid hapjuer than men, and vice is preferable to virtue. 
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Te brutri) rnre ! thai fly in air, or swim ia floodfl» 
or tread ;in- gtiiiiiiti; — t;(»onyui: arrivi^ at your highlit 
[irit'cclion, .lud are tjiiickly put in (ioseesdion of yuur 
ciiioieat good. 1 on arc not cursed with carking caresi 
nor ;tu.\iuus Ihou^hts of evils yet unl'elt. Small are 
yoii:- capacitiey; and your desires are lew, but none of 
thcin ^-re vain. i)ut we always Iravel hy slow degreefi 
to the sunimil of our pertcction ; yea, in vain ire 
iliinU to arrive at tho j>erl'fction our nature is capable 
o). jlow dim id ou; knowledge ! How languid ia uur 
visliic ! liow iinjjci'iect iy our happinruH ! — while here- 
04ir (VIS are not salibfit'd with seeing, nor our ean 
Hit h hearing, nor o:ir understandings with truth, nor 
our desires wiih good. Were we to live coeval wilk f 
the p!ni, we tu'iuhl he still cnlardng our views, eiil^ 
ins; our Benlimcuts, apiTo^ching nearer to the glonooB 
Godhead, whose image we are. — Large arc our etpir 
CJ!'e^<, mnny are our desires, which are not (iUeil 
9V'hic'!i are not Hati^iru'd. 

Nor iifs the deisire of immortality the fcebleatiT— 

Who amonii; mankind covets not to he remembered, 

whni he himself shall fori^et all mortal thim^? For 

lhi'« the lisui^re of the mind is transfused into thep^gc 

of the orator, the poet, the philosopher. It ia theoif- 

ii(M^ uf the statuary and painter, to eternize the imatt 

of the l.'ody ; and oven the poor mechanic erects ul 

jnomimtnlal stone. There were who have called 

their hinds hy their own names. Their 'inwaid 

tho!*;::!it was, that their' dwellings should continue to 

all jteneratioii-^. Death comes; death, the uiighty 1^ 

Teller; he stoj:? fiir ardent pursuits, disnppointti OS 

fond ho:>es; and even the monuments designed to 

immortalize our nnmes, are mortal. — Like you, Jff-. 

tho:iu;htless herds ! we fall, we die, and arc laid in tkpL 

grave; our place no more lieholds us. And, eveDllI 

deiith, you seem less wretched than the huni'tn ncfrl 

To you, death comes undreaded ; hut we, long ere W 

feel, must fear the hlow. Yet we are your superiofl 

Jii<2:her in the dignity (»f onr natures, and higher in i)$ 

iJiviixQ regards. t:l]iorl-Uve<il is your happiuees^ irit 
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tvliich your existence temiinates in deatb. Bnt onw 
llien fireit commenced, when Mie dull body Tails into 
the grave. The sprightly mind spurns the vile earth. 
No more we complain of un»:itistied desires, and us<e- 
Iet«.j cajiaciticB. Then, and not till then, shall we at- 
tain that [lerfection, and taste that satisi'uction, to 
tfhich we weredes»ij3;ned. 

Thus, even our inferiority to the brule?, proves 
that we are superiors; and the eternal ijerlecfion of 
our nature, is proclaimed by our greatest imperfec- 
tions. Nor is it the only merit of immortality to as- 
sert the glorious prerogative of human nature above 
the bestial order: it i.^ this alone which can support 
the cause of virtue, and justify the ways of (ilod to 
men. — Virtue has charms indeed ; none will contest 
it. Being a lady of heavenly extraction, slie shines 
in native elegance and beauty. The nidiant sun is 
not so f:iir, when he emerges from the eastern wave; 
nor the fair handed spring, when she Hushes the infnnf. 
year with many-coIore<l blos^u.-ms. Vet, O celestial 
▼irgin I who would match v.ith thee for good and all ; 
If mi:«ery here, if annihilation hereafter, were all thy 
dowry ? Even peace of conscience, without the j?;lo* 
ry of immortalit}', were but a sindowy hcippincss. — 
Were this hope a mere delusion, how could we jusliiy 
thy pr^ceilure, O -thou wise and holy r:ovi?rnor of the 
World ? " Shall not the jnil^e of all the earth do 
light ?' ^^ce ! wicnod:irr:s, -ri various sh »i)e.% lifts her 
proud head, and rcizns trlumchanl ; u h'lle r.i^dest vir- 
tne eefeks ihe shades, or pines in \vant, or j^ioaus iu 
ibaJns or {nGi:rn i in the duni^'pon. 

And even in {Iu:-*! happy rounJriof;, whore jns- 
iicc, enlhroned \:y whole some Irws, dr;iw;j iiis i»rij»ar- 
tial B'.vord ; lio;v many secret ciiiiiey, exreedini^ hei- 
'aous ami d:^tc^tc%U which ciiinot be lo-jiid oul by the 
'tnostt accnrate inqui^tion, or are iiica;j;«Me of being 
JinjmaiKertod ujkiu ! How many virtue-, which canot 
he rewardeil I Pre?ume not to hlam'e the divine | i*o- 
^eilure. nor question the wisdom of providencis when 
Jfacob-like, glac lays iier h»tnd«! awry ; the right haiid 
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«f proapeiitj, and flie left, hand of nAttfttAkf^ 4f 
ing as misplaead, apon the heads of r^hleooi 
vicked men. '* For, Ferily/ there Is a rewaid ft 
vighteousy and a strange punishment (or the we 
of iniqultjr." Tou see the wicked great in jffi 
hut Biiddenlj yon curse his habitation. B^t^ 
the perfect man ; behold the upright ; hie latte 
is peace. ^ Righteous* O Lord 1 are thy jndgi^ 
just and true are thy ways, thou King of saifita.** 

O glorious immortality ! it is thine a)0B 
maintain the rights of virtue and hnmanity. * "Wl 
Ihee, the beasts were our superiors, and the i^ 
men would have the advantage of the beat In npp 
less iostances. The dyins raptures of the eahpl 
of martyrs, and the misgiving horrors of th^ nai 
are inspired by thee alone. And though tholl^ll 
gay chimera, and but a pleasing deceit; yet J} 
the interest of mankind to hold thee fast, ti^.it|| 
let thee go. ' 

And can eternity belong to mb ? Witld.iip 
twful joy are all my powers affected ? Te ^ 
vanities ! where are ye now ? Lo ! tliere the llf 
stands upon a level with the king. At once the i 
at once the rags, have disappearetl. Weigliedn 
even balance, how small your weight, ye world 
fliclions ! Where is thy grisly aspect, king of tsi 
Be still a king of terrors to the wicked, I erown 
prince or life. Why should I fear, ir it is only, 
to wound my mortal part? My heaven bofa 
laughs at the shaking oi' thy deadly dart. '' O di 
where is thy dreadful sting ? O grave I where i 
lasted victory ?" 



The holy scriptures, ., , 

HAIL, sacred page I volumes of inspirao^ 
whoBe presence the com oosit ions of mortal wit 
their ashamed countenances ; as stars wbicb i 
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brf8;Iitly in the clear sky, disappear, when the morn- 
ing sun purples the eastern clouds. Where shall we 
find such venerable antiquity, as in this reverend 
code ? Before Abraham was, was Christ, the great I 
AM. Before Orpheus, or Linus, or Hesiod, or Homer, 
were the scriptures of the Hebrew Lawgiver. 

It is true, the hoary head is not a crown of glory, 
except when found in the way of righteousness. — 
There are trilling, there are immoral, there are incon- 
datent productions. If these should vie with th'6 sa- 
cred orucles, in the earlineSs of their existence ; yet 
(hey must not presume to claim an equ^l regard from 

• men, with the book of God, whose subject is a com-^ 
pound of the marvellous j the fdoiis, the useful, and the 
grand. The histories of the past, the prophecies of. 
future events, are neither trifling nor deceitful. Ther 
precepts how pure ! The doctrines and mysteries, 
how sublime ! How worthy of God, to reveal them t 
of man, to believe them ! Here, lH>th the natural and 
ftioral world unfold unto our view. Here, we behold 
tbis beauteous fabric, emerging out of nothing,^ and 
wrapped in a winding-sheet of flames. Here we are 
Informed of the birth of evil, both natural and moral ^ 

\- Ibd- how* they are again rooted out of the world. The 

^ lIlBeries you are to avoid ; the happiness you are to 

I porane; the method wherein you may attain the one, 

^. iJkid avoid the other ; — these are tlie ini{)ortant and in- 

^i firesting themes of the bible. Peruse these holy re- 

■^ TOfds; and be acquainted with thyself, an<l with thy 

^ God, O mortal ! To ransom thee from death, to render 

■^ yon blessed both here and hereafter; see here, thy 

r freat Creator, lying in the womb, gmaning on a cross* 

» ttnd sleeping in a grave, .lesus! tbo'i Savior of the 

I ^orld, these scriptures testify of ihee. Thou art the 

* ^Ifiha and the Omegn, the beginning: and the ending 
' Mt them. In the Old Testament, thoti art concealed; 

%n the New Testament, thou art revealed. Thou art 
•r "ttie end of the law, and the sum of the gospel. 
' '- It is true indeed, not every ohce shines with an 
^ Wjpnl lustre. But is it any detraction from the beautji^ 

V 2 






' lliere is h ch.impuin cnuntry, iiDil ! 
hnrren^fvililrrtiees; here a crag^ ruck, anti I 
fniillul Faliey ? Wc despise' not the ^aiily ol 1 
firiiirimeiil, tiiough eume parte ot it ure Dot eown, 
llikk ae others with etnrry liimpe. Bui ehould H 
nt.irer view thuae seemingly barren places id tbt fl ' 
o[ rcTelalioti; ehoutd we dig ioto those rMhy t 
witl^&re and reverence; |)erha[rs then we might II 
ciiiise to alter uur iseiilimenla. Even the gen<a1of 
are not endless, nor the ceremoniea insi^iricimi 
El-en here we And ricJi veina of wisdom ; and Chi 
4lle peurl of grent price. 

But is there not Bumething more than 
lireHtbinj; through every page? Il is here the K 
live mind is struck vviih aWe, ae under the impu 
ble sh^de nl' some asjiiriog ^rove, or under the r 
• iouie religious edilice. Thua, angels which apfiM 
te holy men Ot old, etrurh the heholders IHIb 8 A) 
for whi^h Ihey coulil not well accoiint. There*! — 
SijfiieTlilfiu' ill their voire, in tlieir uir, in ihcir gfslare, 
nhich spoke more than hnrnaa. What lof&CW'tf 
phrage in some! what majeetlc Bimjilicil; vt etpn» 
■ion in other paaaagee ! How unparaHHcd! RoW-faA- 
mitabte bj mortel pen 1 Tlnia he whose nsme ia saMf 
" the WortI of God," In bis exalted atate, is laonA- 
riouB than the kings of the earth ; and, even in Us 1^ 
tnili'ition, there was something exceedingly m^eitk^ 
which poured contempt upon princes. ' ' 

Be not ashamed of the scriptures. They are Ar 
poirer. of nod to saWation, to every one thnt befr 
ti-lh. O blessed wnrd ! thou converte^t the mmA; 
thou enli^tenest the eyes; thou rejulcest Ihe heutp 
thou gi vest wisdom unto the simple; and light mit 
llie blind ; and life unto the dead I — Peruse the writ 
tures; your corruptions shall he morlitied; yonrgM" 
crs shnll be vivified; your thoughts, ymir words, ymr 
acli'ti):!, shall be sanctified, be purified, be rectified.'-' 
'i'Jir^ will atlevinfe your eorrows in adrersity ; «■* 
i'l 'roujieriiy heighten 50UT tiwjwswve^Ss, tt^re.. nMn* 
lit'iilea have fouoi Vite Kvet\*3ViB%,- 
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6 ye ivho hare received the irufh, in the Tore 
thereof! who hiive his Messed word sweeter iti .11 lio- 
ney to jour mouth ! give glory to that God, who, 
when the human race were wandering in unceri.iinty 
and error, was pleased to make such a revelation of 
himself; — a revelation even dropt, where we h.ive no- 
tices conveyed to us, more true and certain than from 
the famed deadly oracle of Delphos, or liodona. 

Praise him, who has not committed the intima- 
tions of his will unto the leaves of uncertain tradition, 
wliich every breath of wind might puff away ; wh.icliy 
in latter ages, might have been greatly corrupted, I j 
passing through a multitude of hands. But he hath 
written the same word, which formerly was only ver- 
bal, in a book the peculiar care of providence ; where 
the divine revelation is kept as in a garrison, and 
needs not fear from the injuries of time, from the cun- 
ning of Hatan, nor from the evil designs of corrupt 
men. Adore him, who by his Holy Spirit, informed 
the minds of holy men of old, with such conce.ilecf 
truths; and guided their pens in writing these holy 
originals. Acknowledge his goodness, who hath |;rc- 
•erved these heavenly records from flames, and floods, 
and desolations; who hath cast your lot, not in those 
dusky corners of the world, where the word of il aX 
sheila not its holy light, or is, by [)ublic authority, 
prohibited from t»eing consulted. 

Know thy privilege, O happy land! much are 
you advantaged every way beyoml thy neighiioring 
■tates ; but, chiefly, that unto you are committe<l the 
oncles of (rod. Turn not your blesj^ing to a curse. 
Young men ! scnroh the scrijiturcs; they will make 
you wise unto salvation; you shall have more under- 
■tanding than the ancients. Old men ! search the 
Bcripturej ; Wwy will l:e the support of your old age, 
and make you sing as in the days of your youth. Vc 
men of rank and «;t»tion ! who dwell in lofty palaces, 
and ride in giUle.'l chariots, () make them your htri- 
tacre lorfver ! Ye weaker rhrislian-^ ! hfre is mi!rh 
to «itis!y your craving nppolilew Ye men of genius t 
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here 10 dironi; meat, to suit your nicer palates^ aiA 
ilrive away niMlaia. 

Meditate on the law of the Lord lioth day and 
nifichU The more you draw from this refreshing foun- 
tain, the more will the waters alM>und. But, would 
you enter into the secret of the Lord, which ie- with 
them that fear him, bring with you a pure, a hijmble, 
and a fervent mind. Whom shall he teach knowledge f 
IVhom shall he make to understand doctrine ? Those 
whose Kearts are not haughty, nor their eyes loflj ;> 
but who are like the child weaned from the milk, anA 
drawn from the breasts ; those who are estranged fros 
their lusts, who lay aside all filthlnesa and superflidtj 
of naughtiness ; those whose souls do pant exceedioT' 
ly, and long for God's commandmeuts, like thee, 
blessed David, whose eyes did timoucily prevent tto 
nifrht-walches, to meditate on the statutes of tho 
Loixl. 

Take to yourselves, ye jealous papists ! year Ik 
bnlons traditions, and hide this holy lamp under tfeia 
bushel of foreign languages ; and, Uy this, confess the 
iveriknesp of your cause. Ye wild enthusiasts ! vaunt 
of the light within you, but take heed, lest that light 
you hoast is in you, he darkness. Walk in the ligl(t 
of jour fire, and in the sparks of your kindling, ye 
un!?e!ieving deists ! Rut O house of Israel ! come» 
and let us walk in the r!<i:ht of the Lord. Consult 
thi3 heavenly «:uide, O thou my soul ! and let yonr 
delight be in the law of the l^ord. Let me often ex- 
p.'tinte in these hallowed fields of revelation, anti, like 
the di^^ciMles, pluck the full ears ot" corn ; and rub 
them from the husk, by ardent meditation and fervent 
prayer. 

Shine upon my soul, O heavenly s'nrit ! hear 
witness in my heart. Imprint the Mhle there; miike 
this the lihr.Mry of God. 'J'hen shall I he made wiser 
th in my teachers, and, in all my alHictions, be com- 
forted ; anil, th<Mi£rh 1 w;dk through death's dark 
sh 'e.^, yel will my nte; s ' e con'liicfed unto those 
blis^iai reglous, wiiere '^ the suu shall no more gO" 
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Lord shall be my everlasting light, and my God mj 
floiy." 



: ON ELECTION. 

STOOP down, presumptuous reason ! remember 
fitem whence thou art fallen. . Behold even in thy 
perfect state, it was not in thee to find out God, by 
the most accurate researches ; how much less shalt 
thou now be able to find out the Almighty unto per- 
fection ? Come holy faith, and humble reverence ! 
teach us to lift our thoughts to the most distinguish- 
ing privilege of electing love. O ! that while we ad- 
IBire the sublimity of the doctrine, we may taste the 
VweetnesB of the benefit. Happy they who, instead of 
iatniding, with bold curiosity into the secrets of the 
Most High, give diligence to make Iheir calling and 
election sure. By the dictates of unerrino; ^^^ 'nlom, 
let our sentiments be regulated, in this im(K>r(ck^i arti- 
cle of our most holy faith, the purpose of God accordr 
log to election. 

The date of it is eternal. Yes ; it must be so ; 
ferevery pur)>ose of his will must be coeval with him- 
self. O glorious thought ! to have dwelt u;>on the 
fcairt of a loving God before the foundation of the 
vorld ! What grateful emotions may it not excite in 
ffce minds of these high -favorites, that God has loved 
them with an everlasting love, before the day-spring 
luiew his place ? How deservedly shall their mettita* 
tlons of him be sweet, both in the night and day, 
whose precious thoughts towards them are ancient a* 
eternity itself ? 

Its objects are particular. Of the determinate 
eionnsel of God we read in the scriptures ; but of the 
fiodeterminate counsel we do not read. If the names 
of the disciples were writ fen in heiiven : if Clement's 
Bame was in the book of life ^ astsi^a a ceaaQu^ i£ \w(l 
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CUD, M'liy any that are the Lord^a should he less faitt^ 
known =ty him, who knows whohi he hath chogen, 
without res|»t;ct of persons. If in thy hook, O God! 
all our mciiihers are written, which, in continuance, 
were fHt^hjoDed, whrn at) yet there was none of them ; 
much more are all the saints, the mcmhers of his body, 
ol his flesh and of his hones, written without excep- 
tion, in the lair hook of life. O ye that are partakers 
of such distinguished honor! live to. his praise; nnd 
be his worthy name cn<;raven on your hearts and o^ 
the palms of your hands, — by whom your worthlen 
names are written amons: the living in ' Jerusalem^ 
when others are written in the earth. 

Its molivesare sovereign. Boasting;, thou art Ibr 
•ver excluded here ! Even the Savior's merits, ti 
which we owe our salvation, are not the source of Mr 
election. -Nor will precious faith gather where it hiil 
not strawed, by laying claim to he the cause of CkA 
electing love. But least of all can it he said, that Gol 
hath chosen us because we were holy; and accoiiilB|{ 
to our wnrk"^. Klection is the root ; these are thi 
fl'.'u tTS : election is the foundation ; Xhe^e the B1lpc^ 
st.iictiirie : election i.5 the fountain, and these ara 
•ts'<Mm9 thnl issMP iVooi it. flow can they he elftfed 
©!* (.'od tor a?iy civil distinction, or moral prerogalirel 
when some of them were proliifrate and flasifioiip; 
ino-^t of them ill iterate and poor ; and all of them hf 
BHtirre the children of wrath even as others? THl 
is not the m-iniicr o/ men, O Lord ! how denerredly 
thf-y love thee, who, without deserving, were lovci 
by thee ! ^ 

The tenor is irrevocaMe. Vo:% though the pm"* 
pocen of e.jrlhly «overeifjciis ma}* ho disannulled ; Ibrf 
nnloreseen ?iccid<'nts may da-sh their maturest schemMli 
and encroach u.»onth**ii* wi>p?t i.'-ns, \v\\:\\ should al' 
ter the coiitji^el of the V?i,?t liii'h, who ih not a mtl 
that he shouh! rfi-eiit ? The mountains, these stroflg 
foiinoatlorig of the earth, may h(» removed, but tW 
foijiKJHtion of C^od standeti) sure. The electitMi slinrf 
okt^in both grace and glory, though eixrWx aaU heR 
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ere leagued af^ainst tliem. As many as are ordained 
> eleraal lil'e, shall believe ; nor shall they L»e liecei- 
hI Uy the most cunning artitices of iho oneujy of 
.eir salvation. 



Evidence of ike truth of Christianity. 

IT is tme that miracles are ceased, by wliich, \a 
irly ages, it jileased the iloly Ghost to attract the 
)servution of the unthinking world to the doctrine of 
le gos{icl, and to confirm the faith oi'truc disciples.—* 
ut let not modern infidels complain on this score^ 
•r want of suilicieiit evidence to the truth of chris^ 
unity. Though we see not now the laws of nature 
I versed ; the tame foregoing his crutches ; the blind 
joicing in the light ol' day ; and the dead restored 
» life again ; we are not wanting of other advantages, 
hich the miraculous age could not afford. The doc« 
ine of the gospel has travelled with the sun; is put> 
ekly professed by sundry nations of differing cus* 
ims, and various dispositions. Glorious are its ef- 
cts upon the hearts and lives of many (though alas I 
o few) of its professors. The sensual man no more 
irveB divers lusts and pleasures, when he obeys it 
pm (he heart. The cups of the drunkarti, the oaths 
' the blasphemer, the sordid gain of the of) pressor, 
« renounced and forgotten. Those who once wal- 
)we«l in every sinful pollution, now shine in the- 
sauty of holiness. Such blessed effects, it is true, 
ere known even in the age of miracles, in those 
iaces where the gosiiel was first preached.^^ But what 
lall we now think of the almost universal spread, and 
mg continuance of this holy profession, in spite of 
le philosopher's wit, and the persecutor's swonl.-— 
le it so ; these favorable presumptions in l>ehHli of 
iMistianity, do not beget that lively faith that fturi- 
M the heart, nor what the great a()ostle calls th fuU 
fmnrmncc of understanding, ffo more eould niiruciei. 
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Yet both the one and the other are sufficient to fleMm 
the* lioly faith from absolute contempt, ay and untM 
lt6 hi^h pretensions are candidly examined by the se- 
rious enquirer after truth. 

Nor can I be easily persuaded that ever the deist 
was lH)rn, who can truly say, 1 exerted myself to the 
utiiiUHt of my ability to find out the truth; I begged 
tvith my utmost fervor my Maker to shew me his way; 
I was not previously prejudiced against the gospel by 
the love of any lust. But after all my etiortB, 1 cal^ 
n(»t think that llesus is any more than an impostor^-* 
Bufh an impartial and vigorous enquiry is certainly 
thiit will of God, which, if any man will do, he ahiD 
know the doctrine, whether it be of God. 

Shall we say, then, thrtt it is in the {>ower ofef^ 
ry man to acquire the nohle grace of faith by Ms a^ 
tive abilities ? Is not faith the gift of God, and Mi 
of works lest nny man should boast ? The gOBpclll> 
self affirms they cannot please God who are in M 
flesth. How then shall they, by prryers or tears, df 
utmost fervor, prevail with him to i^estow thisgooi 
and perfoct gift ? ])ut we iiet*(l not be under nvf 
uneasy apprehensions, as though the gospel were iih 
pc'-.rhed, by asserting that a gracious God reveill 
jhini»>elf to such an impartial enquirer. This will not 
in ihe least infer the natural power to doth at vrhiefc 
is \\'iA\ (>le;!singin his sight. Nay, it rather confinM 
the doctrine of the fall. For such is the depravity «f 
human nature, such the aversion to every divine thilgi 
th:tt no man is able to do all which himself allows li 
in the power of his hand. It is only supernatuitl 
grace which can enable one to exert even his natanl 
ability to the utmost, and do with all its might wM 
his hand tindeth. Happy the man who is thus strengtkF 
en(Hl from above to search foi Goil with all his heart! 
I say not that the sovereiffn t»od is oblige<U is coa» 
strained, to confer the bless! nir of faiih. *' For, who 
li'ith ?irst ffiven unto him, and it shall I'e recompenssd 
unU) birn ag.^in.'' Hut such is his iroinbiess, now thai 
lie is ia Christ ; such his condescending regards If 
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the sous of men ; liis card ^vill not Ire doaf, his lieaif 
not fellow Lo cive tli(*m tli'jir import 1:113 It? re(|uesls fur 
things as;recable lo his ^vill. When tiie«it'ieil Uini has 
exerted himselC to the utmost of hi-; eonfctsed ahiiliio*, 
(which he caunot do but by the Holy Ghost ia :i ai.- 
vi»;r operation,) let him comjilain for want of evldenci'. 
I c<inuot but thinik it ivijl bear an orthodox bcu::"- 
Trhut a notfHl poet says, 

" An hornet d:iot, where the irospcl shinn-s 
" Matured to nobler in the chri.st tan ends. '^ 

But, If he 19 not able to do all he can (which is a 
certain truth, thous:h it goiiods hard in Pelagihu ears} 
aod be un.ble to itelicve the gofipcl, why should his 
nn'^elief be counted lo him for a hiu ? For it seem^ 
he cannot believe till it please God io *^lve him the 
Boly Spirit. Indeed, we are come at last into the 
deiUhs of God, who.^e v-ny is in tlie ^ea ; whone path 
Ib in the niip;hty waters ; his footsteps aie not known. 
Perhaps it will not siitlfsiy the rel'ractory undersland- 
iug of the hauirhty deist to tell him, that soverei^^nty 
may withhold aud dispense her favors aa she pleases ; 
and that it is not unjust to punish men for inability, 
when it is of a voluntary kind. Yet right reason will 
attest (ho first, and conscience the last. 

It is not recpiii'ed tlmt you renounce your reason- 
MBf: powers, O ye unlielievers ! Ye need not turn 
nrnpletons to be christians ! Faith is no light credu- 
Uty ! But when the proposed doctrines are matters 
of everlasting importance, do not belie the Lord, and 
any it is not he, whether he speaks in the promise or 
in the threatening:, merely' Itecduse they quadrate not 
with your vicious inclinations, or transcend your shal- 
low apprehensions. AIjb ! is the mystery, is the purity 
of the i^spel, the stuniblinir-^lock in your way, M^hich 
ouipht to prejialice risihl reason in its favor? I>ut 
when you stoitthe mciitli of conscience, it is just your 
ffe-ifn^n ^houhl miniead you. You '-ire afniid, you are 
uowilliug to know, to understand the 0:^v^.V^^ "^^Vc^V- 
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v\ o" y(»ii y-vlrnil ; asvl llitioloro yor w:»lk on in daik- 

IM 

:.' v-i' wrr*' !?ir t:iir ami 'icnirnK* sm-i;^ of ron-ion, 

i\' t-r. !. \,:i rc.iils Ii il Ifiointf.i •< ; of virtue ami 
i?» ■ ii'v ;;t l.v.irl, vt),i wouhl wiliiiiir'iv mm' tlit* imwor- 

• • • 

P '. n i»t';;:i !:.:!). ii rlirlit* ".iii^iirss, anil \hv nofi'^j^ily 
(>. I ! <»:! '!• Ih'ji vo:«r own. !• von Knew wh <t re:il 

iii . r i:: III" I .1 , r.j.l i\*'A;inl ol' '.•If'.i'cd liiV .-'.nil uuinor- 
l.ii'v. J:»;\ov.ili » is an ciUisiv lo \^^^;i;)rn, virlm*, aad 

I* » • I 

U-.xVi'.y. 

l\' i'i).)\i:\vi:\ lli:»l v.>ii iirr M'-i! Mini iii^u*ra!»'e J 
P»»v.,i V. i!:! 3 I'.ir I/'r!j in sfriiritfons I !.\ i'<cl na yoo 
« :'::'ri, \\\\i*{ !o.' •; v-cm! he is, wi<ii w !j(»;!1 yon lut\»» 10 
♦ i" I ToA '.'>! ail.! -vvf.f, that \«Mi in:«v not s/iTsiiiiic! 
r«J'.v' :iu ,» '"..'I :••'. 1 •.••o)iU t!t.\l yt>n i.iry not lU'spair !— 
^^il»^^ i!ii'.;\ !{.»•] ;"•■, swi.i'-ih IihIs, v::v'at \ ,» i"!^•^^'i^)n9, 
r»;;ri vo!i .••• I Mi.r i{*«'u'i r.-.cr ? l*i I; t/s I'.irrr i»rt* not 
Iv.m:!:!': v. I-.» v. o'.lil r»ri',r\j' (»n (Mi«''r-t, ;:ii«l L'laiily lie 
>'"\« i i»\ l»: u, I'lO'n inistry, !>ul noj :'»••'<« -"m. lltliC 
Ci't- . .• o»" r«i;h \M>i' I -1-. "t I! »' \\\ a n!.'i".' \\ i'.lioMl llu'ir 
r ■. I.' 1 :1 .." ; 1;' 'ilit v roiiM v.iu !i tiw*r^. -fU cs into 
J;r !•) ; \\\r'.\ .-i.:' ry\ v.vil. r,iil io\»» <•!* si:i, n!i(l* 
|« {• <» ".fic, .i:r itir >!i-<*'<l< nt uilli ^■•'.\ ::i«; In rfilff 
ill 1 t'it* ;-!:!:l .•:»'••; r.'i.l Im'I'.iv: ■•"<I5 lm-js t)!' llinn 
V.'. ', l!«r- i.'i IV..'iii ail. I jit'ticiicc, \U'\\ iiiluril tlit' pro- 

Jlsl i <. . 

Soip.'' rvv n -1 st:»i't'(NU ii' c'tcni.vl » ••i!« «'"•»»'«* i^^ ilc*" 
]io'"H'r;l •'::.; ifis » !m» I'wltws ami ir''^o'ir!i!n;i ; ifr.'j.rinsl 
I.' II .!-:(i-s; ii" a::.!?!"^! ail «ll<TtM*s ; ir.":«:ii>i I»|.isj»lii*" 
ii:('v;ir ir •':i.-l "elol sirrs. IJiiJ wIp, :•;*.; l!:tv, air-tint'l 
u\\ 'iM'Vv'ix ":* //' //;'// hdic- t,'i n \ s!r"'l /. -hni.f ./.— 

A ''.'I'd -:iy !j;.; ! v. h> r.'iii 'jca!* il ! V ^ thin-iili wih 

Ih ■:.'!' wv <' 'i!»( IIm* \\oiv,t o * finr. ('•.'! ; II; :l r::u iiit'.-i the 
Ji **i| o:" *v''t>i'v ; linl sf ».!»-; hi:;! to ilii* Ii:*.'r!, »i!>l iu hi* 
Ji -i 11 Miii'ic o'llv, '"il sii iii^ iii«^i';ic'i'"..'i i.TiliT. A* 
III :.:h 'A wivr nol iUc u«)i>,| oi" ro''M.'.« •^; tli'tslrils! 
j|.. ,. :•...».., '.xi Ijj^ iiJO'-l ;.;'((••••••-; ','M «'l, |ii-i .•l«»''y. 

I'.' • 'j 5 1' ','.M. -.1 • ..•..-. *., ;»!:•> !»i'p : Jjii* m ,-:t IioitIjI 



213 

tplirnid a mi>'C7canl v.irlch, o?if» of the erf^llrnt 
STJirHs of (lie ?!jr<'5 >vitli U'\vi!fiv--.s a.'ii ii<'''».!Mci:{Tv : !i»>- 
brdiil him with his revcllinu; ami (lin-iVi niirss; upli-Jid 
him with his Iiorrid swerrinfr; — ht* i\i\y '.(avUi-.s hv^v 
you with palicure, iif>r lake it ia IwA -mI, to have h?9 
good.-'i'imorcd i:i\\\ i'.'^ihionuUie vit-r .-5 'Jins kindly I ;id 
iKJ.'oi'e him. liut frhould yoii call his sTMc^^'-ity in f'liK'S- 
tion ; yon are noiliina;, ?ir, hut a vii!:;in, a liar, a 
kii:ive : you touch Iilin in a tenilcr [»oiii{. Hosised .re 
Lin resent mtnt s. lie nlomis, he rr.iris, lie hre-jilK -; ! 
you are in daivier of having: your tiirov.t cut, for the 
insoleiTce of your tonicu**. Wicked j:s he is, this lonl 
re iroach he uouid willinfrlv v. i: e avva\' uith voar 
blood. — Now, j;hal! a \nmy mortal have si;ch reiraii! to 
his character for truth; and will not the* hdy iJod, 
who CHnnoi lie, any more than {]cny liimsel'', leniicr a 
due reward to t!;;.; audacious ^^i'lrier, tii :i u II'- hin, 
he is a liar, either iu the in'omisc or in the tiui:.)!;:;!- 
ing? 

But e3!K?ci:dlv if j'ou reject h:s tedinionv cn»i- 
(ernint; his heloved Son; you j)icrce him in eveiy 
•tlribiite, as Christ was wounded in every mei>-i;e:'; 
ypii touch (:iG aoj le of his eye; you filch away tl'.c 
most 8;>!rndid fi;em of hi^ crown; you do what in you 
lies to 'duck hisn from the throne of g:race, and v. :■ c 
tway Unit rierious blood, wherewith the m«*scy-.-^eat 
is Bjirinkled ; you jvour contem^Jt unoii iiis|in!ne jiie.^- 
Jienccr; you Irniyr \\ia coMii-ti to noi;ii!it, and s y up- 
on the matter l'» yanv /.[aL<?i', thy i;*:/!-! be in iiiy^e!f. 
I see no ^•!o:v lii ^ho Civiit:! ..>nco of thv in'inite wi.^- 
doin.- Yu:i iliv! .re tii.'it ( i:.'^t Irilh 1: iM^ed in v;.fn, 
«ml 8.;c.U lii* !iriiL;:ii I'.;!' ir -..Lhi. — Ai! il.i-, and iprch 
more III. M: I i;.i.;, ii llie Iiiu^u.'ie '^i* the evil heart of 
Hnhelii!'. 

Wlhil !:.oro i?h.ill I -iv of thee, tliou cu;-jed moii- 
stpr! V.iiM -ins aie »!iii involved in tiiee only 1 — 
^Vhijt iu'jijneraM'e evils ci**n;»'f-;.r5 tiic a'(>ut,thy eon- 
»l;nil ;:n»! i'j.-ivaruilo .'.itrnt;; n->" ! Th'^i i\v\ (he >/lx\ 
^hU'h ajiin-'jes the lody oi" s» ■ ; [ ei-I/.e'Mi';, llic 1 rince 
ofilevilH; Ui^' great Anuchiict, lijut iu Uife l\v:vv.":^ ^-w- 
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altoHt Ihyseir above all that is called God. Thou art 
(hi- ti\ihiU\ ol every sin, and 1 he enemy of all righteous- 
iH'S(4. V. hereoK other sins are wounds, bruises, and 
|>ult-i;'ying sorer*; it is thine to cast away the healing 
{jiatstt-r. Sooner bhail God cease to he true; cease 
to \iv juHt ; cease to be Gofl; — than those in whom 
thou reiguest shall enter into everlasting rest. 



'flic dlfferoA states and ends of the righteous and wickiL 

A Fragment, 

YE sons of men, give ear whilst I relate the dif> 
fcTPiit st.ites) the widely diHerent ends of the righteout 
and the wicked. Who is (he hlensed man; and wbera 
shall you tind the possessor of true feUcity ? TTill 
you c^il them happy who v/ork iniquity, and greatly 
Hcoi'u religion, whether in its f>acred doctrines, or IB 
its dit;(inguished practices ? No ; you are not bappyi 
thoui^h (Hme should sound her trumpet, »nd lionor 
sJiojih.' [»repare your way before you ; though yoo 
should fill your cotTe.'s witli glitteriut^ dust, and swim 
in lid(;r; of |rj!hite<i joys. Itow far am 1 from envying 
you, your |MTi::»!)inu honors, your winged riches, your 
brutal i^citisCactions ! Ihil, lo ! the man, the rare and 
dcsiMsed man, who, far from imitating the pernicious 
ex:>niplo of the Hinner, or reducing his hellish <levicp8 
into |)racti<e; who, far from mocking at religion with 
Jot'f'ly pride, and assuming impudence, will even almn- 
doii thf» society of the wicked, greatly disdaining to 
nnke them hin itoi^om friendK, or sit in their assembly: 
this is the man who hath found true and perfect iielici- 
ly. 1 will not say he will he blessed, hut he is so al* 
icai!}'. Neith*^r is it in the power {y^ language to e»- 
jjn^ss, or of my thoughts to represent, this superahun- 
<!ant lilesscdiKKs. Blessed shall he he in his immo^ 
lal »oul, and even his mortal hody shall partake of his 
joy. Even in this \vrctch#*d stj»te of im'»errecli'Ui, 
even la this vale of tearS) be ii^ ft happy man, without 
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the gni''i05 of fortuue; nor \^a"{« lie ili-soiiiiion to be 

*.. ojIii yon know ulicrc the PxaKcil <!eliglil"s of 
iliU iin(-uti.nio:i |;ei'.>?cm are pitchti!. u Ii'.> thus a' an- 
ions lilt* society i)\ tiie wirkeiK JiiH i-i wA isui' bteti to 
the worlil fjr his; lollcity 1* To inn'iti.i'.' i'| on th<» 
s«:ii'.»lui«'S of trill h h h.is I'a^ oritc onv:I(n"i*M \!*, w hexlcv 
thry |.ol!it !<n;h unlo i)ini thti tlori:i;its ;ji:it are to he 
believci', or ihv duties tliat are It) be pnTii-ed, l»y tiry 
authoriiy, thoii p-eat Lawiriver, thn! n\ ealic^t iji evtiy 
part of that hitllowed page. Not contejit with a f»n- 
peilici.il kiiowledjie of these sacre«l eo'iifnl?;, he s?C' k~ 
to enter into the life and B'Arli ol" thes;? hejivt-i^lv wr'i- 
tin;;^; jitid knowing l»ow rich they are in IiicMen and 
Tfiluahle treasures, he id not wearied in diyirinfc Jor the 
latent (rntJin, whether (he ehee/fnl morn j)nriles the 
east, or whetlser the eveninp:-^ a* lij;hts up bis lamp. 

As a tree idanted hy an imhisinons man upon 
the verdant hanks* ol* a copious unexhausted strearn^ 
spreads Tar and wide its watery root:*, delles the stor- 
my blast:?, and is not much depemhmt on the eloiidn 
of heaven, hut in sultry years, and under parched 
skieti, fails not, in the prober season, to adorn his 
branches with IVuit after his kind, and verdant folir.jie: 
60, just so, the trfily relig-ious man, phintcd hy the *«li- 
tlne h-md, ah)njr tlie marp:in of the s'.nc'tnary waters; 
he shall not Ise afraid of the wintrv bla^^ts of tefni'tu- 
lion, because he shall arr|t:ire an unshaken staliilily ; 
neither shall he be meanly dependant on the varia!!e 
clouds of worldly enjoyments, because he shall, witk- 
Ouf them, be maintained in a jiPriietual molsiture. — 
And, therefore, whatever seemins: barrenness inxy i'ov 
a time appear; yvi^ in the convenient and pro. -er sea- 
son, this Iree of rij^lileousness adorns liis lirancl.ei* 
with fruit d of holiness and co'isol:;!it!!i, vUvv bis kind ; 
the leaves also of bis fair anil !earti:V! p^')!■e^,•.i<)n :?halt 
Dof be tarnished or fall away. — Sucr< .«< r«ji:ij| rrowu 
his enterprises; and even wh<*n disai; ointment -j shall 
betide him, yet in the cvfnl it ^h:'ll apirar hi»\\ all 
thin'^s wroncid together for his re?' I aood, aud everj' 
ftclion of hU baud was truly piOr;:c.:v}v.-:v 
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■Rut as" lo tliope wlii> are d^Hpisers of the <V»vlne 
wor«V, :tii(l arm tlieinselves with htinoi' miA insolent 
cuiitniijit, '(11(1 are iliv wurkerri oi' iniquity ; tiiey are 
far iriMii liciiii; rcseiiiUleit Id this (le(.'|> routeil and fcr- 
ti!«* niant, however cOnriiilerahle in the estoein of 
<il!iM's, or ill their own conceit ; they are hut like the 
e.hcV, which, lieinp: lii^ht in its own nature, and aWo- 
fZ* (her iiiijiroiiitahie wlien seitarated from the strain, is 
811 t'/ed hy the careless hushmdinan to lly ahro.ul. Ihc 
9i (M-t oi winiiA, which, wiih the greulebt ease imttgiua- 
bie, drive it away. 



TH£ 

GHEAT MATTER AND END 

OF 

GOSPEL PREACHING, 
A SERMON* 



2 Coi^ iv, 5. 
For ftc preach not ourselves^ but Christ Jrsus the Lord, 

WHEN you consider the occasion of your prc- 
int meeting, it will not, I preguine, he necessary to 
nke any apoiocy for making choice of fliis text as 
le ground of discourse. For it is a tlieme, (he con- 
deration of which, may not only he %ery Riiitattlc to 
y hrethren in the niinistr}-, hut very proritahie to 
rery gospel hearer, i am sure, that it is incuniicnt 
)on every one that is vested with the sacred charac- 
Tof a minister of *e*^us (. hrist> to Join with Ihe afos- 
e of the Gintitf.s\ in this solemn and serious df clara- 
on, nvprrach not oursrlrrs^ hut Christ J'-:^us tiu Lord, 
that every minister could say it, with the same bin- 
^rity ami truth ! 



• This scnfwfi wns' pn achy ft at th'^ ordiud' n tf *hc 
.rv» Mr. At xr»nd r /.'/f/., to Ir viumUr tf ft- 't>sfrfitc 
mi^irgalivn ij' ALwdun^, u[^on Thumduy^ Dec. 7^ l<aS. 
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In fliesr worils, yon liue the duly an«l cliapacler 
of a !».''■ t'Uci* (»• ht* iMeri -.m.jiijj^ go-* -i'! exIiibiU'd iisilo 
>•»:!, ■ o\\\ ill iH**!:;ilive ami jio.iiiive ifpins. What 
oj:;;iil lie im»i to UT.irh ? iiuns.lf. What oojrht he 
thill to ;ii'e:t(li i' (.'itrist J (.sits tltv Lonf. Do yuii iiot 
ol'sc rv*\ that all the three naiiics ol* our grat;io'.is l(e- 
<l< «:?:«- r sn' iiieniioiuMl htre? The iVecujciit re-ieiitioa 
of [\\v lovelv tilUri ol" this womU it'iil nerson, in ihe 
writ'!i«:s ol' this ;j|»oslle, (which, as boiiie o! serve, ia 
«? };•.)«»! :!s five hinidretl limes.) rtuders tliem uil like 
ho es <»•' rrecioiis (»iiititieiiK inex«)re«<si!»lv relVeshrul 
to i -vvy ehnsli mi soul. — he is c illed Christy to signi- 
ly his liiKlitMi to the imiliatorial ortices. For he wai 
:u!'»<siU'(l a jiriesl to jirociire, a j>r(»:ihet to reveal, and 
n Kin;x lo ap -ly the hh'ssioijfs ol' itMlemMtloii. T?e is 
c ; ed J'.sus, heeause, in the exeention ol' tl?eso otrices, 
to vhich he uas anointed, /i'-.v/jr'.v his peep! r from their 
,v/,.'-.. This n- me is {.reifn nt with .s;ilv .tioii and 
h. ::':i (X'xlt (I ai^iv'{ every oihir name. — He is called the 
jA.rl. to <!enote his trsje and proj^er Deity, nud hif 
M)-erei,i::n doniiiiiosi. A very exlraoniinary liOn! in- 
<1(('{| is /es'.is (;hn**t. lie was the i«onl ol" his j<»re- 
fatlitrs, \a\i\\V. \x, M; and i.i the liOrd both of llic U- 
viiij; .iii;l (he {\i''{\. 

\',i\[ !o j.-roceed direet\v to the siihject in view: 
yo'i e.i^ily see, th i( Ihe doetnn.l trislh we are to ile* 
v'l »•«' .i'oin ihese words mii-sJ '.e (he t'ollowinir : 
Du. :. " rhil it is the eii;jrM.et( r oi everv raiihfiil mi- 

ii:<:|er, i'\\^\ shoidd ' e \\\v sludy o!' every gos.el 

prr cIjcm*, to pre»ich n«>t |ji:iij.-;eh*, l»ul. Christ Jesus 

the Lord," 
In ill'.islraiinii: tliis |)ro>osiiion, I sh dl essav, 

I. T<» eji(|'jire into Mie iin orl ol" this declaration of 

tl:e csjoslle, ii'pmch not ourscLes\ lnU ChrhtJ^ 
.S7/.V //.♦ Lor J. 

II. To . oint lorlh some ol* (he reasons, whv if oiiffK 

t(» 'v !l:e eh fteirr 'nd >t:jdv i)' cmtv i-o^ li/iH* 
ni-ter, not to prciich himsilf, but CliriU Ji^w» 
Lord. 



aft. 



249 

■ 

I. Then w« shall see what improvement shonhl be 
made of the doctrine, by making a tew obvious 
reOectiona from what may be said : And thf.se 
things we will do, if God permit. Let us begin 
with the first. 

First What is imported in the declaration here 
ide by the apostle, concerning not onlj' himself, hut 
faithful ministers of the gospel, tvc preach not our' 
ves^ but Christ Jesus the Lord. 

And I shall here content myself with ob<3erving 
ly two things. 1st. It evidently imports that we 
3 not" to make the inventions of our own brain, but 
B doctiine of Christ, the great matter of our preach- 
^. 2f/. That we are not to make the advancement 
our own worldly interest and ];^putation, but the 
>ry and honor of Christ, the great end of our minis- 
itions. Favor me with your attention, while we 
deavor to explain, at some further length, both these 
rtieulars. And, 

lst\ It is as if the apostle had said, *' we make 
irist Jesus the Lord the great matter and theme of 
oar sermons.** The minister of Jesus Christ must 
t content iiimsclf even with declaring such thinirs 
have a general truth in them. Things thht .ire 
id may be truths and yet not tue truth, or the word 
the truth of the gospel. But, though we should i)e 
' from despising the excellent sentiments of mora- 
ls, or neglecting to preach the duties of the law, 
d inculcate the necessity of personal righteousness, 
II Christ should be the main argument of every ser- 
>n. As in a regular building, the most remote part? 
it are supported by the toundution, without which 
were nothiug but a bowinsr ffnce^ and tottcrintr rvail : 
I whatever the minister of .lesus Christ shall think 
to insist upon, Christ is his everlasting fouudatioM, 
at Imparts to every doctrine solidity ami consis* 
ace. 

He is not like your PniiiOSOPiiicAL karan'^ittr^ 
lose sermons are generally nothins: l>nt sti.f jn<'. un- 
Secting declamatioaa ou some moral subjects : who 



250 



wnrea fhe peciilmr doctrines of chrisfiniiitr, as ilrf 
and s{>eriil.'ilive ftoints, ami chooses commonly I'or his 
flicnie (liose UrAvB that are common tor all relisiuns. 
Yon may he:tr a course of sermons from a person of 
(Ills <:(uni!), ^vilhont erer leiirnini; u'h:it is the threat 
e\\'.\ of naveliitlon, or how a fallen creature m.iy emer^ 
from the ruins of his H;)os(acy. Ke talks much nlwiut 
tin* l>e;iuiy oi' virtue, anil how co uLicive is monlity 
to llie ha|«pine.^.-t of mnukinH, in social anil private 
lite. It is true, he cannot, for sh:ime^s cause, alloge- 
thfv omit mentioiiini; the name of Christ ; hut It iatt 
eelilom as |.Of<ihle lie can : ami, lest it shiTuld W 
8h<K*kin'^ to (he polite part of his anilience, he coi|i< 
xnonly veils it umler some para|>hriae ; calling hiflf 
//i' .svtrri/ author of our rdirion; that finished pattertf 
efvh^tfi nc ; or the like. 1 have rcn:f in a famoiisav^ 
thor, 'Mlitt some have avnitled prcnoujicing te 
n If no of t'hrist in their d!SCour:-:c3, her a use it is ft 
fa !r«ih mouosyH'ihle, and likewise clogged witlrM 
many consonants." ^ 

Nor fH the i:o«;»i(l mir.i.'trr like your legal A- 
rh/fii^r. n Iio-e rii:n- icli^r it i-a, to ! r a I v. ays inrulcar 
ti-!.:ll!o //••:; .V, l.-t'l sil.io:n \\.iiri"i!'s':i ot' Christiani- 
ty. hHtetil ol' rn lUijirr • rivjv.'f tl'e fotiiid idon of flu- 
ty, he niiik*".-* t\:i\ ihv !o.:5:?l-ti' m o.' Miivilpce. It if 
triM*. ■o rn «y >rein \*t eMir-rtilu au JiMioi'renrc of tb6 
hv :;"e-r'!>'!ir»onfd /n'iucs: ^l.i'":! htiitUK'ucr^ and to talk 
in a Fn'»re l'!"tl^t-i| -knA rnrj.-li.-.n Myli-. anil pay • 
gi-e •ter (•,)jij l:-rieiil to * hri-t .les.is ire I.ord in th« 
PiJ'.ifi of \v* di-TOotii'-e : yr;{, he will ev«*n not tTm:»l* 
to if !1 hU he irCT*, r»< *');;»r ii^'.if i, ',\\\\ t)i»*V C'lnnol 

mr it any ihiir:; al l^wV:^ h ir!, \\v.\\ \\\:\\ tl.oy cm dv 
n'>!liiii<; in their oivn :^irc;ij.ii; awx l'"irr(':';jre we need 
to -Jtjck the aid oi'iliviae u:'iCi», !i)t- ilie •»ert'orMiTncedf 
llii-i or ihe oilier \\\\\y, lint, jilr«-;! ilip«;e iiei-essiiy 
!>»>'.»!-» are so r;:iii!!v h «nj;!eii, rnd i-o >v ^vv'^.vS iliv !■• 

• • • • 

sjisird «»n. :w to LM«e ' :it very r.iiii i n 're^r^ions M 
the mi'id. — ln!iM':L ihoiili lio \\\i^'. \v\\ o »e;ilv iroiirw 
to Mii- ea:n i (».' the Ronin di:-:.!'-. ." y c-".-*'i'^ -.n tlN^j 
liu-ril of irsjL'd work-?, and crvin;£ down iin^juied n^\ 

1 
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ness altogether, he is afraid to insist upon ilie 
-i.o Protestant doctrines, excej»t u; on sotiie ri've 
iion ; as suppose a person in the agonies oi dfalh, 
(ler the horrors of conscience, lie is always ex- 
ig hisgfiearers to |erionn duties, but seldom to 
ir'c. He hamiiers the general gospel call with ali- 
conditioni<, and ini|.-o.ssii)le (pialifications; and» 
ng theg06.cl into a nnv l^}i\ that prescrilie* CJisi- 
•ms of lire than the first covenant allowed o;, (as 
rity. or reneutanre,) he makes the i{ospel cj Christ 
le iff ct: for, indeed, if we should 8:'eak accurate^ 
le terms oi lile that are |-rescril»ed in the second 
i.'int, are so tar t'roni being easier than those {ire" 
?(! in the first, that, on the contrary, they are in- 
ly more <litVicult than ever: for, the rf(LmpUcn of 
ul isjjricicus, and \\ou\i\ have ceased J'orrvtr^ wilh- 
he shedding of blood by a person of infinite dig* 

But the evanjrelical preacher of Jesus Christ, 
ch he should liavf everso deep acrpiaintance with 
erne oi idiiloso hy, lorgels it, when he ascends 
nipit to nhcv*' unto his hearers the way of salva- 

»nd^ a* Aiivcns Her. ent swallowed up the other 
Dis, so docs ihe wisdom of the crop's, all oilier 
jm. The glorious person, the niys-Ierious inc. r- 
n, the j'uiay.jng satisf-.ction of Christ Jesus ihe 
, the clinics Oi' hisexalled state, his mediatorial 
iciers, ot'i-ccs and relations: theSeare his darting 
e« on which lie exjatiates with a peculiar de- 
. — And wlif Jier these to;iics, that have not ihe 

imui dititf reli'tion to Christ, are the subjects of 
itco?ir.-e; yet slill it uimV le said of all his ser- 
5, what the apostle pjvs o!c iiristians, of him ar ye 
iristJtsus: tluy have no being hut in him; iu 
they li\ e and nmve. Whiitcver mystery — w h.ite- 
^rivilesrc — :vvliatc\er liuly he chooses to e:.:'' in, 
Christ is all in \i i.. IT he insists ^n\ ••• 4HvJne 
'*//', he dccla e-H how it shin«s foilh in ('b:ist 

the 'tiljibii •-• v\'. 'ei'ce. — 1 4in a /re;. i:<{\ I e t-x- 
iK how in Christ it is ^;a, and atncn, — If ona. cciii- 
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}(.w»/f. he infulcfttes the neceestitj of obecKenee, Iqr 
iii'tiivesdriwu trom Jcniia t'hrUt; and how imsiossiihlc 
it i{« Tor utf to ohey, without being first united to him 
Rs {hf heiu\ of vital influence?. Christ i» the besi^lr 
nii:-'- : ChriRtis the cn<f ; Christ is the tmUHf s Christ 
Is t! e all ox evcrv sermon. "With him, he comt'orts 
th<- <lnK>;iin(; heart ; with him, he corrects the uraindei^ 
inL" tr n^trressor. — To him ho cm apply these empba- 
tic-il wimls of Jeremiah, ./er. li, 20. "thon art my hat- 
tle-:!xe, and wea*»ons ot' war; and with thee will I 
hfi^M in pieces the nHtion?> and with thee will ] destroy 
^iti^doms: and with thee will 1 break in pieces the 
borse and his rider: and with thee will I break in pie- 
ces the chaiiot and his rider: and with tlrce also will I. 
bre.-tk in pieces miin and wom.m ; and with thee will 
] break in |»ieces also old and youne ; and with thee 
will 1 break in pieces the younfr msin and the maid; 
I will al.so hrenk in I'ieces with thee, the shepherd aid 
li'if: tlock; and with thoe %vill I break in pieces the 
hii^'nndman and hiB yoke of oxen; and with thee will 
I break in pieces captains and nders." 

Lest any sliould think (hat this characfer or ma- 
kinjj Christ .'epus th«* esole matter of onr sermons is 
.but chimerical, I shall adduce the particular exam- 
ple or this same aposlle Paul, in his first e^dstle to the 
Corinthians, chap, ii, 2. " I determined not to know 
any tliinn: I'inoii*;? you, save fesiis Christ, and him 
crMciHed." What, I beseech yon, is the Inns^uafre of 
th*-.^ ? Is it not a lively confirmation of the present 
tni*b ? Here is a man of srenius, who was edueatei! 
at the Himous schfK)! of C^amalicK and who whs wet 
acf|!»'nnted with the most eluijiient composTtioos c 
ancient poets, orators, and '»hi!oso' hers. It wasi 
liis Mowc^r to have entertained these Cor'nUhinns wif 
fine "oetical and Mhiloso'ibical di;.iconrses, and ha' 
inM'?etl:em admire his wisdom and erudition. " R 
O nr Corwfhinm. it is not (•••s it* he had said> vour ' 
pI'Mse I seek ?Mler, lut your s-dvation. Therefir 
Cb-i-^t Vsus is my theme : '^brist 'e-aiis in bis in- 
nous cross." Borne, \\wi^^^l, mi'^ht have been a;; 
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reply, " traly, Paul, this siihjecf, of a cnicilicfl Chris;. 
may do iuHifrereiitly well to preacli ahout in somo ob- 
scure country vill«ji;e, where the jioople are not 'srcvA. 
judjres of refioed senliment ; but when you come (o a 
polite city, like Corinili^ what harm would there Ire, 
thouirh you should wave your favorite to|iic of the 
cross, and give the polite citi^usBonie display of 3'onr 
fine taste and universal learnins;; for, we assure you, 
such a doctrine as that will never take in a place like 
this. — Take it to second thoughts, and deliberate up- 
on it, whether this would not l>e the most prudent me- 
thod." ** Nay," says the a|>ostle of the Gentiles, " 1 
nil! deliberate no more on such a subject; 1 am quite 
ot a point about it. It is not rudeness ; 1 could do 
otherwise. It is not rashness; 1 have deliberately 
and peremforily resolved; and my resolutions never 
flh.iU he shaken, that 1 dwell on no other subject, 
even in your tine city of Corinth, but Jesus Christ and 
hm emcififV — So much for the first thing imported 
in preaching, *' not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
LonI," namely, that we are to make the doctrine of 
Christ the great matter of our preaching. 

2r/. It is, as if the afiostle had said, ''we mnke 
not the advancing our worldly interest and reputation, 
but the honor and glory of Christ the great end of our 
ministration." For it is a very melancholy truth, 
■there are persons who may have the glorious Redec- 
aier for the matter of their sennons, even when they 
are not in the least swayed by regard to his glory and 
iionor ; but are solely animated by sonlid interest and 
groveling pride. A |>erson of (his character preacher 
limself, even %vhen he preaches Christ. Though he 
eeems to make as if lie wanted his hearers should be 
In love with his Lord and Master, yet, he chiefly in- 
tends they should iidmire himself. When he com- 
poses his sermons, he is more solicitous how he shall 
touch the passions, please the fancy, and tickle the 
ears of his hearers, than how to instruct, than how to 
liersuade, than how to break the heart, and espouse 
fh« fiVnner to Christ. — That he may be esteemed a 



in^w f»^ !ej\rnin«:, it is onlinary for him to tloud hb 
i!'f •••ir; wiili Htruiige words, with which th« ears of 
(1:0 (>!»inoii people lire not accustomed ; and how Te 
ry o.:rn !n*.^t:»kethnt which is tvowlcrfuihf dark^ lor 
?'■ /. 7 r/i//v //. r/> And that he may be reputed a man 
o. ;/:'// l.<: i'lris iiiinbe!!' lioder a necesBity of counter 
IV'.iinr t!i;i:i(' dor out iiiiiectioiis to which he is an entire 
sti-:iitor. Prido chooses his 8u>\iect3, inventa Ida or- 
11 •).•]( :itr>', i\r.{\ iiiniivilos hU delivery. What he k 
(ihiciiy de/irouB (o know, when the sermon id over, is 
iiiit what I onoi'it hirt henrerfl have rejiued, but what 
f\re their >;eiii intents al'out himBel:'. II' he gain theap- 
pl'Miy.o, and is cxto'led to the skies, as no ordiniiy 
•n-iii, hi8 Olid is reached, and he bles^jies himself in fail 
f'anoied f(u;terion(y unto othirs. TiUt, if he shall un- 
derst.aid that they consider hini as but an indiiTereii^ 
ordin:iry pronoher, he is extremely mortified, beiiiC 
disappoin'ed in hi8|)rinci|>al aim. * 

l!ow iinilke unto this is the charitcter of the8e^ 
vnnt of Jesus Christ, who is constrained by his Iov(«. 
vi\u\ is wiliins: that in: should inrreaso, himself should 
»!(\ro;«?e i' I'o chooses lor the irniumi oi' his sermuns 
IfjiMO suljeols which will pve hiui the l>08t op]iortu- 
nity lor rf.»M inuien^ling; Christ .lesus the Lord, rather 
tlt-noi tn£:ratiatin<?: liimKoir with the world, or di»- 
l»l -yinu: his own abilities. He does not clothe his 
ii'o IS in stn'^nicc words and ttnusual language, that he 
my be adtnired by the ii^norant ; but he choosei 
such expressions as are common and intollip^ible to 
every oue, rather than hijrb-llown exjuessions that are 
n t generally understood. For, as Auuiustine eayi 
*' an iron key that can open a treasuic, is prclerable 
to a golden one not fitted for the purpoj^e." 

He <loes not atfect new and unluanl-qf wr^'sof 
s^^eakinsj, to illustrate the commonlj' received doc- 
trines of the blessed trospel ; but he v,ill oven hhstain 
from those phrases that are capable of a fl yUTawfiit 
ter.irt'tation, if they are otVensive to weak ehristiaas. 
Ve is ever seeking to adapt hirnseil' to | ersons of 
r;r»ir»Roa rank and capacity ; " not many wise meOt 
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11 ol many mighty, not many no!>Ie are c«i11ed ;-' ami 
he never discovers in his air, looks, and &:68ti]re, con- 
tempt and hi^h disdain of those whom he pretenUs to 
Instruct, h' he shouhl hap(>en to win Ihe applause of 
the common i^copie, he rejoices not greatly in it ; and 
It he miss or their applause, it ^' is a small matter t* 
htm to be judged ot'man^s judgment ; he that judgeth 
him is .the liOrdf 

. .-Though the faithful minister of Jesus Christ will 
not atl'ect a slovenly way of preaching, and <lescend 
lo low familiarities of diction, taking his images and 
metaphors from the low and sonlid occurrences of 
4iie, at the same time he does not hunt after a pomp- 
OI18 and gaudy diction, or what is styled hy this apos^ 
tie, ^' the enticing words of man'^s wisdom." I would 
not be thought from this observation, to cry down 
all study in a minister to find out accrptable words ; 
indeed /to preach tlie Lord Jesus Christ with true 
. eloquence, is not inconsistent with the greatest hu- 
iinility. 

I'l.- We cannot sutficiently admire the eloquence of the 

scripture. Then^ is nothing in Homer himself that ghd 

. iival the sublimity of the sonic of Moses, the mnjesty of 

^ieaiah; Ihetenderness of Jeremiah, or the loftiness of Da- 

«iM. And then the herd-mun Amos is justly considered 

hy Augustine, in his liook of christian doctrine, us a 

b^givat, pattern of lofty expression. Nur is this I'.eculiar 

4io the writint:;s of the Old "J^estimient ; the most aim' 

4^ writers of the New Testament want not very 

dkao sLrekes of eloipicnce. So much did the apostle 

JOu l excel in this, that he wasactnnlly taken for Mer- 

earius, the goil of eloquence, when he was in the town 

i'boC;Ly«tri.' 

frmvf But, permit me here to lay down two necessary 
tOMlions to all the admirers of human eloquence in 
: ^nvangelical utacourses. 1. That the etlicacy of tlio 
».flliiclrine mu^t never he ascribed to it. There are too 
^Miany-.who allow of no other enenry in the word i>ut 
. jlbo. luovinc; of the aiieclions i^y a pathetic onitor ; 
i irhilc the invisible and irre^i'-tible ooetaL^\Q\> qJ^Va-* ^v 



it is not every person that cani fill a discourse 
crowded simiiies, forced conceits, tiombastio phi 
jiu§;ling quibbles, swelling sentences, — ^who ma 
mediHtely lay claim to the character of '* ApoiiM 
elo({uent man, and mighty in the scriptures.^ ' 
windows 'that are most daubed with paint give IM 
greatest light ; and the trees that are most co 
with leaves bear not always the greatest quant 
fruit : in like manner^ these discourses that are i 
ed ^7ith the greatest profusion of ornaments, ai 
always the most informing or fruitful. 

' Sermons that are composed and delivered ii 
fahr taste^ may be known by one of these two m 
eitlier they are heard with contempt and disdail 
they serve only to (ill the hearers' minds with adnii 
of the speaker ; but not at all to inspire with Ih^ 
timents he would inculcate. 

To conclude this observation ; the miniot 
Jesus Christ, who preaches not himself, consider 
quence, and the gospel, as the gift and the attfti 
ivas not the gift that sanctified the altar, hut the 
th^t Bnnctitied the gift : so, it is not eloqnenei 
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Virsly as to the reasons why he shoulil be the greaL 
MATTER of our sermoiis. As 1 said bci'orc, \ve are ve- 
1^ Tar i'roin de;?piBiDg rational aud moral truths, which 
are excellent in their own nature, and which it may 
be very profitable for a gospel-miuister to be acquaint- 
etl with. TJio duties of the law are alao to be preach- 
ed, as we said before. But let philosophy, let morali- 
ty beware how they usurp that room which belongs 
not uuto them. Let them shine in their own lirma* 
meat ; but let them not presume to aspire to a higher 
dignity than they are originally destined unto. Let not 
tfals ReubcH seek to ascend his father's bed, lest he lose 
kU excellency. Let not this Hasrar presume to Lord it 
over her uiistress, lest she he cast otU. Let not this 
woman (philosophy) though extremely talkative, 
speak iM the church. For, if we niiike philosophical 
aufuisUiwis the subject of our sermons, instead of 
. Christ, then, 

(1.) This is a hisch indis^nity to him who i» thd 

foundation of all our hopes, and our gracious deliverer 

fvoin misery and sin. O how dishonorable to Christ, 

to esteem any triKh more, as it comes from Cicero, 

Epietetus, or Marcus Antonius, than as it comres from 

the great prophet of the world ! It is a notable efifect 

of the atheistical pride of men, who pretend to incul" 

e^te obedience unto God, to betake themselves to 

OjUier rules and directions, as more plain, more fulf, 

mfim efficacious, than those of the gospeT, which arc 

the teachings of Christ himself. How reproachful is 

L It to Christianity, for a pretended preacher of it, to pre« 

[* fer those topics that are common to it with all other 

k reliipons, to these by which it is peculiarly distln- 

f. gHiahed from them ! " Do yoii thus requite the Lord, 

A O foolish and unwise f 

^ (2.) As it is the height of shameful ingratitude, 

y 10 it is utlrrh/ unprcfiiable to the hearers ; for the great 
g£ end of iireachinff never can be reached by such dis- 
^ Cjpamcs. The ^Uosophical harant^wr can neither iu* 
T ibrm the judgment, nor aflect the heurl. 
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He cannot inform the judgment ; even the truths 
ho fc \v[n< iv »i »! "•'lislnctory to the miinl, when se- 
]»a!- ;le.i srom hrist, who is the true light, thai en- 
liii-hft'nrth every man tiMt eometh into the worUi.— 
In Christ alone, nil the iinee of truth tlo centre, la 
him onlv tliev have a firm coms'iBtence. If tniih is 
not Ic'irned, iiJt it is in Jtsits, the mind remains in micl- 
n'lrlit d;irKnosis; and. after a Ions; course of nttenda nee, 
on s'ich instructions, one m;«y le as ignorant as a 
hivitjien in the knowledge oi' SHlvation. Wholcnows 
not liow the fi^re^t musters of philosophy have lost 
theiiHelves in endless (lisMUtes ahout the nature of 
ni(>r:dity sinil moral ohlisration ? And wlmt is tiM 
i*v !s(m ; they scorn the aid of revelation, which wooM 
furnish them :\h e:isy solution to many perplexinfl:qoes> 
<i(»nH. *' Pro.esjiint: themselves to he wise, theybs^ 
uame fool?.'* — 'I'rnly if you take Christ out of the bi* 
bic, tkc billc itslfwxW he but an inconsistent compfl- 
:)ition ; nnd we could no more expect to derive fnw 
it the satisfjictory knowlcdjre <>l' f^»y divine truth what- 
soever. The hlindneHS of the modern Jews, heaiB 
•witnes.^ nnt(» thii!* : who, thouj2;h they have the scrip- 
in-es ofthe Oh] Testament amon«: their hands : yet, 
not fiMdinfic (^hrist in them, they are almost as ab- 
surd in their doctrinal system, as the very heatheitt 
tht in selves. 

Te cannot alTect the heart; for, H9 professors tf 
rcli'ivfiy ihat have no union with Christ, are hat 
\v^*.!ierctl branches; so truths, even of rvlitrion^ when 
sc :.r»ted from him, are hut dry and saplet^s snecala- 
iiouj*. Christ ii^ the fountain o: truth; and when wa- 
ter is se:»arated from the fountuii!, it will soon gather 
l>iii reaction, and turn into a puddle. If any should 
\.v o!" the mind, that to reform the worhl, the best way 
would ! e, to nrcach the moral trutiis, and leave out 
IIm' ! ecniirir doctrines of christi;-nity fnmi our Re^ 
niotm; 1 beseech them seriously to consiiler the f«»l- 
/*■' inv (p.ieries. If such discourses are the nnist ha- 
hUv !p<vum oV vefonww?: VV\e world ; why liit! not the 
i;Ttat nioniliftt^ oC Oive ViwNXV^ tviV:iw\v V\vt ^^\\d?— 
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YeA, wby di<1 they not reform themselves from the 

gntss irregularities ol' their own liveeJ, y reiiiic tig 

their own refined notions ioto practice? Why did 

the anodtles m-ike a cruciiied Ohrist the theme of their 

Berimms? Why did they not rather preach llie 'j:r.(U 

heoHly of virtue; the i^rcat diTnity of human neUirr ? — 

Then would the offence of the cross have ceased : — 

then would they not have sutlered persecution. Was 

.it by preaching of moral truths, the apostles capiiva- 

4<ad the world to the obedience of faith, trium^ihed 

over their inveterate prejudices, their deep routed 

4u8ts, and vicious propensities ? Was It thus they 

4aid the axe to the root, that wickedness might Ite 

liroken as a tree ? Was it thus they prevailed ag ^inst 

the emperor's sword, and the wit of the plliloso her f 

JNo, surely. The world was not reformed l>y moral 

•lutrduguers in the days of the a;)ostle8; and have we 

•any re^ison to conclude, th-tt such discolirses will be 

;Biore successful in our days? On the contrary; is 

'-there not uhund^mt re:tson to think, that God, whj i» 

Jealous of his Mediator's glory, will not bless such 

••ermons with success ? 

Let me here then address every such pre-icher, 

in the words of a moiiern author: " Had you .ill the 

j^fined science of Plato and Socrates, and all the 

•kill of morals attained unto by Zeno, Henect, or 

'^^Eificletus : were you furnished with aJl the flowing 

-oratory of Cicero, «nd the thunder of Demosthenc^s : 

iiwere all these talents united in one man, and you the 

'fierson so richly endowed; and could yon ein 'loy 

them in evecy sermon you preach, you couM have no 

• fe4son to ho;«6 th:ft you could convert or save i*:ie 

. jovi, while yon leave tJie gos;)ei entirely out of vwur 

discourses.'^ Such :)reHchers can neither save tliem- 

iSelves, nor tliem that hear them. And as the^v ire 

** walking; in the light of their own fire, and in S'.uks 

that they have kindleil ;" is there i)pt groNii! *'* "r:r, 

«that *Mhis shall tiiey have at the hml oi' i.lo<; ? <:.eY 

sh »I) Vif* ']o\vn in sorrow. — "ny fe.>\* , eow.*^ '\ ^ y. ^^^ 

ipdo their secret f he not uiuteduuv.v) VVs^^vt ;i.^^'i\s^\»oi.'^- 
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Poor will be the compc-ii^atlon, and pitiful the re- 

Anl ol' tlio:^c ;>re<iclicrtf, wlao Idavc out Uhri&(t in theib 

k ir.oiis, to he com|)liineiit(."J hy uiihclievens aa mea 

X lisdiiuLshd parts ixml .Sit f^crior aliiliiics : tor, thouc;li. 

Jicy grilled the applause ul infidels), *•'• nliat iu their 

hO|»i\ when God taketh away their soul ?" 

And wliut we have said of the philosophical Koran' 
Z^f'T, we may uIho atlirin ol' the local (hclaimcr^ who 
Hindcatea the jirecept^ of itie law, without iioiniing 
forth ^e8iis Christ ae '^ the end of the law for rifhteuuji' 
nez^is.''^ Though indeed, in the laWf ri^htcouctnesa ia 
revealed; yet the goiipel isi the only ministration of it^ 
The law may demand ri&^hieousines^, iiut the gospel*, 
comers it. When the law comen, the t^oul may in-* 
dec<l die, but sin revives; hut when the gospel comeii* 
the soul revived, ami sin dies. It was nut without a. 
mystery, th:tt Moses eo.dd not lead the chosen .seeii, 
into the profnidtd lanci; for, though the natural ftrii. 
of the law is nttt al.af J^ (as it is said of Moses,) *^ili% 
beeoine weak Ihroti^ii the tierih to give life;** and it or 
the rovinee of Jedus Christ alone, (the ti'uc Joshua,). 
10 «ffr'ff.y risL 

To conclude, then: this is the sum of what I 
ha\r.s:i;(l: '' 8ui)pose a miinster should come forth, 
nrnu'd with all the literal tire of the schools, anfl all 
the thun.iers of Sinai, he will l)e hut like David io 
5^iMi'^-« armor, uiiahle to do any execution; neither 
will h<' work any salvation in the earth. — But Christ 
Jesus the Lord, like the t^rnall stone taken out of (he 
brook of the scriptures, lij^hts with a venj^eanee into 
ti*t 'orchead of every hiu;h thin^ that wo dd defy tho 
ai":nii'.^ of the liviu;:; iiod." 

2(1, I will now say a few thini!;? about mnkiw 
Cin'iot .lesus the Lord, tho great knii («f our ministry 
An<l 1 cannot sufficiently express the great iniquit; 
ai*durdit3\ and dtnorer of having no other end in o 
preaching, hut to advance our own interest, or g« 
tht' jip'l >use of men. 

r'onsi'Ur, {}.) V\ow threat a shi il is. Is it 1 1 

ire reseoible ^* lh« meek u.dA V^YiV^j ^«t%\x'*^^\x'>'4WM 
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■ot iiifl •TTH glory, but his that sent him ?*' Is it thuH 
we requite the condescending Savior, '* who mude 
himseir of no reputation,'' by snatching at the honors 
belonging to him alone ? Indeed, where pride and 
lelfare wholly predominant, it argues a little grovel- 
ing soul, destitute of the grace of God. Neither is it 
in the power of any person, who is wholly influenced 
by them, to do so much as one hour's faithful service 
onto God. 

(2.^ Consider, that the folly is equal to the sin. 
Pot, pnde and self are vices which very commonly 
Lave the peculiar happiness of disappointing their 
own schemes.- Alas ! if pride is our sovereign iirinci^- 
pie, if applause is our ultimate end, how miserably 
wlii we be disappointed ? Fame is a shadow ; if you 
pursue it, it will fly. Fame is a bubble; if you graRp 
it, it will break.—- Full often the ambitious preacher 
•tands confest to the discerning christian ; arid, in- 
stead of the vain-glory he is so passionately fond or> 
hb meets with that contempt which he so richly de* 
ttrves. For this love of fame, or desire of vain-glorj', 
tike the ointment of the right hr^nd, betray eth itself. 
For, there is something of that genuine simf;licity ia 
jihe voice, air, and gesture of him who is animated by 
the love of Christ, which the false pretender cannot 
imitate by his utmost art. Hence it is very ord!n»<ry 
for such a preacher, to seem to be all in raptures, 
when his audience is not in the least aflected. For, 
he throws out his vehemency at very improper phices, 
Wd without discretion, which renders him extremely 
€ontemptible. 

(3.) Consider, lastly, the dans:er<ms consequences^ 
both to minister and people, that may attend nuon 
wch n method of preaching as this. It is not at all 
^ to l»e supposed, that a minister of this ambitions turn 
4 of mind will be countenanced of God in the diBchni-a:© 
of his ministerial function, seeing h/- resistcth the prr.ud. 
And though he should be so far assisted, by the com- 
mon influences of the Spirit, as to acnuit himscli vol 
ftc external duties of his oCBce, Iq tti^ 3l^>^iqJw6N:\^w^- 
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men ; yea, (hon^li liis labors shoijUi he eroAvned witli 
rtiifcr.-js, in convei-imi^ anil rdii'yin^ the he.irere; yet 
Riiri' I :iin, it \» not at all so probahic that this will he 
the citHo, Hfl W be were of the contrary teni^icr; for, kc 
^iirs vrace unto the linmhlr. 

Hut let us r.-trther. nnppoRe, that he shouUl he uni- 
versally esteemed ainons; men, anil his labors crowned 
M'ilh more than ordinary success; yet still he cannot 
he n:>])roved of i^od, nor he entitled unto that crloriom 
reward provided for hit^ faithful Sfr-ri'nnts, who ** serre 
hi-n with their s;>irit><, in the e:o8,iel of his Son." How 
Hh>!l proud ministers enter these blest abodes, wlieit 
pmiifl anfl:els could not st »y ? 

Uut, on tlie other hand, when a minister of the 
{rosiel his it for his undivided aim, to advance the ho- 
n >r oi his {riorious Lord and Master; such is the cood- 
iie<4 of (>o<l, that he will not ot-flinarily siift*erhMre> 
])'i:.itioii to sink, eA'en amonj; men; for this is hisd^ 
ter'riined method of procedure, in the general coone 
o!' iiHividenne, Ih'it '' he thnt hum'deth himseH* shall 
I'p c A.-ilted.'' And thiMigli \\\^ labors 8hoiihl not prore 
f!:> •!ifce-:?r»l :is co;i!d be wished, or thooich li^rael be 
n»i iriihcred, ^et v/il I be be glorious iu the eyeaof 
llu* LMrd. 

111. A few obvious reilection?!, or inferencefli 
fro'M wliat hilli been nuid. sb:iil sliMt Uj> this discouise. 
i\n.!. 

Int. We miy be i:i;\>i'i»hMl, whence it come* 
abo.H, Ibti the /U die sl»j(e of reliKi<in aiti'tiinisi us, if 
nt <'jcb H low f)a:v^, in tbe day an<i time wherein our 
loi i< e i^t. O I^oriL •< lid tl\e 'It^voiit &i-ster of ?»lary, jf 
/.'V v ;/ uLsl h'fii hf-ri', my hrvl.tr irtd mi dittK John xi, 
21. So nny I say, '* b.tdsl ibi)'i, i) Loril, been in th« 
s?cn;(»:i'^ of our modern .iiercbers, there wo;dd not 
\\.\,v ' een so mfiny (lead 8f)ul4 i!i our eonirrejfa!iou»{ 
air.) s!) mauv on t'le very '"rink of urivinir u:» tbe !rb'«*l« 
It i^ rr'>ort<'il, Uur«* are seen in tlie mine.^, a kiml w 
•* ir.U (M* fjiiries vvlio iniit'ite real workmen, ;ind *e»*fB 
/<» •' wvy ■ usy ill rvviy 'i.irt of tbeir work : *.ut. ;'•!«' 
■Ji'- t!«*.*iv i- uv>vVvu\^ vVowvi. TUeso btin^-. uh( liit'f 
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real or imnginary, are hut too just eml^lems •r all 
preachers whu leave €hrie<t Jesus the Lord out ol their 
•M'orate eonijjOditioim. Let them he ever so husy.^ 
fliey are busy about nothing. ^ 

I hare no intention to insult oyer any person 
whatsoever; nor to depress any order of men, with a 
▼lew to raise, the chariicter of a particular party. Let 
ukH unworthy"* views he far removed from us. But, it 
it nut a melanclioly truth ? (aorry should we he there 
is so much jBrround for saying it,) is it not a melancho« 
iy truth, I Buy, that too many preachers of our time 
fan ve not the I^ord Jesus, either for t heir ?«aW.'r or cndi^ 
I« not he the stone rejected Ly the buildtrs^ though he 
be the head cf the ccrwr? Are there not numy 
prp;ichers who nre perhaps better versed in classic au- 
thors than in the holy scriptures ? 

Polite apostates from GotPs grace, to tvil. 

How much reason to fear, lest a pretended ra- 
tional religion hathohtained amon^ us; little diu'erent 
from deism, and hiiving scarce any relation to Christ 
Jedus the Lord ? Some publish |)hilosophical imiui^ 
ries and moral disquisitions, and cm II them sermons : 
Into what times are we fallen ! — Ami even the more 
terious part of the ministry are hut too much stmn- 
gers, in m.iny places, to the evangelical meihod of 
winning souls to Christ. " For Atoses hath" (1 will 
BOt say in every synagogue, bat) "in many syna- 
gogues, them that preach him, every sabbath-day."— 
As in the days of this apostle, the two great com,:eti- 
tors with the doctrine of Jesus Christ, were, the (dii- 
lofl6;>hy of the Gentiles, and the ceremonies of the 
" Jewa; tuo, in the days wherein we live, his two great 
rivals seem to iie, " the boasted light of nature, and 
the imrieri'ect works of the law." 

Anu will it not require an extraordinary ch-inty 
for us to think of mftuy preachers in our day, fhit 
they have the glory of Christ, and the' salvation of 
Muls for their great end, who will intrude theniselvea 
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. ttjjon reclaiming eonsregaflona, in Bflt contrailicttok 

to ill the |irinci|>les, both «f religion nnd generoBi^rf' 

Vhnt can be more evident from the word of God, 

y^'ilMn that it is tt|e province or Ihe chucch-members, tD 

' elect and nomimle her own olfinerB ? Acta vi, 0.— 
"We read, intleed, or Ihecenlurion irhn IiuiU the Jens 
a sffnasto^ve : hut not thst be ncled ae a ijatron, to iire- 
sent n tencher unio it, thoush he might have pleaded 
a power of doin^ it upon a bolter foundalfon tlian mj 
modern T«tron. Yea, is it not »n encroachment upon 
the very rishls of munkind, and the iibertiea of a Itee 
people? Tou may, indeed, choose your JavijeriOr 
your phyaiciBD, hut not you* minister : No( Ihia b»- 
longa \n the pBtroo or the puritih, no matter ivhetlwf 
he he a herettc, or a profane person, or a bilter enemy 
of the church : if lie has money enough to purchase 
this right of pre<?enline. no other €|UBlifiention ia requi- 
eile in the lewBt, Perliaps he has some friend to gfatj- 
fy i nnd Iherelhre he nuthorilBlively presents a permn 
yf<". never saw, nor hennl of, or a person whom you 
■WouiU not wilHntrly fake for your pastor. But, if yoo 
miilter or reclaini, then you must he held for a sMli-' ' 
tio<ia or schismntical set of men, that can be picnfed j 
with nothing. AIbb ! how shall a patron bo « prop** 
judge of Ihe person who is to take the eharfte of Biy j 
•oui, when there are too many patrons that bare NT j 
concern for their own sonls. ^' -' ] 

Pardon me, if I say, that it ia a custom shock^;^ J 
to eomman sftue, na well^as diametrically opporitrlff i 
the rules of Ihe word of God. And whether It tar 
ever tended to promote reJipon, pence, and onity it 
the church, let experience declnre and testify. 

I know indeed, there is a very strong eitcef 
to all we have said on this head, which ia conaid 
by very many, aa an ^irrefragahle nreument for cot-^- . . 
ance with the present method of seltlinz meant c*»^T 
greg-tions. And it ia thia : " Thrft the seltHaK CJ 
couRTeiwHon* by preaentalions is according to '"'iX 
and there is no other way'of obtaining; a BettlemrttyF 
bat by acceptisg a presentation, indeed, this aij* f 
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, Ib m e<>nvinc]ng, that I would not so much att 
ipt to make any reply, were I also convinced, 
religion ib a thing merely poUlical, and that we 
not i>ay an}*- regard lo the rules of the word, ex- 
in so far as Ihey comport with a present civil ad* 
jtration.* Hut the argument happens unluckily 
to enervate itself, by proving more than is ne* 
iry. — For, it would also prove, that the pleading 
le Jews, in another case, was strong and valid; 
have a lav/, and hy our law he ought to die."— 
here a large field might l>e opened lor just invec- 
, against those persons, who with their utmost 
t& promote this antichrisliaii usurpation, and yet 
Iwaj's decl'irina: against divisive courses: though 
ing can he more evident, than that they thein» 
'6 are tiiking all possii^le methods to rend and di- 
the poor church : yet they will not take with tho 



* It is ncl hnrchy intenfld in tlie least to distil di»- 
principles iu'.o the mifids of oaiy^ or to/omnU disaf" 
n to tlu present civil soiurnnutit, Emny body knorv9^ 
tiic persons who coin plain of patronasres^ as a ffriev*- 

are as jinn friiuds to his nuysty, and the prote.^ 
succession^ as wiy suoj-cts Whatsoever, Yea^ it i» 
well known that the yoke ofpaironasre was wreath d 
I the neck of this church, at a time when the si'i'& 
dry inclined to Jaconitism, in the latter end of qu n 
'^Jt rnj^n, in rcsctUni'nt to the zeal for the Hanoh- ri^ 
Miily, which rcas sliewrd^ at that titne^ hy the church 
;otl<ind : of this his late majesty kimc Geors^e L a as 
nsibk^ thai whi n application mas made for a rrdr s9 ' 
lift s:ricvance^ an act wa^ ^passed, in tlie y ear 1710^ * 
us^ tlic presentee's acceptance nrcessary to the vaiidh- 
' the presentative. And if it had not been for those 

who acted such a mean part^ as to snatch at presets 
ns, wheraicr they could obtain them, without the least 
rd to the inclinaiions ef the p'^oplc, this church lutd 
I by tlut favoraile act, restored tp their former ^n* 
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<hmrtf1ittl>»le«t.*>ttnJ— «hMiMM_^ , 

■nil •tiriti-.un iigmRiit - «>eh.«i HthM* M th»*e )>ri<>^ 
pin, which areimteDUr fMliNWl>BWb«iUboriM il tf 
tbe rimdiiiMsUl bVB of iWiliai* 

Itat irlnsfithertatkor ' 

eof Isnenlalioa. i^ 
^ MsUerad iM]'tlieab««lfaMaAuallj'<liK,ilr 
ntiirn URto iii,.0 Ued." Uow d<pltg>)il«i ■■> ii, lU 
Ibli eflomow gitevinc*, ao hcBvil; «■ 
the grtalest' put oT Mrivm niloulsn 
thi« nattomi'Cbareh ;■ mad area tmrnm 
jtrj ftrndauMDlml sr(ieln«f (1m union 
ttom,* ■boald nstoBl^ bepatleollf Mh 
the praValHng pttrtj !■ oar jodlwIwlM 
«d b7 Ikem, nth^ u « (irlril«Ke> If 
3)u we nol Men to be to k>T« wilb «r. 
floay were it for oarjiullemtori**, qoite ti» 
P'ltrofiiiKe Act, K Ihrj had a miiMl w lu.i 
falling (he ncceiHlnK of presenlalionH, twl 
preM'ntly In tielnr, rorbltiii to be done ? 
our "' hnmh m^ile the Bnnrrs vrliereiviij] 
UiiLight?" la Ihfre not RUuniUnt reiiaoos 
Ihil UotI la e^j-ini;, "I will nol return to my (lUvt, 
until t1iF7 iicknnwMpe Iheir inlfjuity ?" 

iMnlly, You thtit ^re Kus:>el hearers andUliii^ 
«)iriAlinnii mtiy alau he iniorineit, I'ron the Aatit 
}i ivp tiiught, what ahoulil l<e your aim, la joar^ _ 
tlnnce ujion divine onlininceH. As it ahould-^W 
grvKl destf;n, (o fnvaek Clirial ; so it i« yours to /am 




* In Uu ltd pnnstH by the Ucolcli piirliamfid,}f^\ 
'Jan. 1707, ratified ly 1&* En$;liah pmiiamaUt i ' 
Itii, i-NMun?, it it tit^utrd, "fA^ tlu true prafuta 
gicn, (7-r ^r.-wnWi/ pn>f''>iiie'l within Ihi^ kinirilom, t 

svor.fhip. •''-Wp/'?t-. I--/ -^..--.t..,-,^! rfi't't rhireh,* 

Non, it i.1 et'i'if'it titt nettiiag of Jcirlci iy f 
amlrimi le the will of the prople, nivi a verjf 
tBTtUivain tiu goucminutt i^ Uin clmrcA. 
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Christ. Though the minister should pre.lch Clirist 
ever so much ; unless you learu Ohri^t, you do what 
lica in your |H>;ver to make him lubor in vain, and 
8i/end hia streng^th tor nought. AIur ! for lite impro- 
fitnlde, negligent, and wanton ho;uing of the wo:d, 
that prevails at thiM day anil time! Chribt Jesud th» 
T<ord ](a the great sul^ject ot our sermons; and a noM^ 
theme he is, indeiMl, to expatiate upon. In his namo» 
and hy hi» authority, we preach to you the gospel of 
your salvation : and, wo ! wo unto us, il' we have not 
his glory lor our ultininte end; if it is only your ap- 
plause we are seeking ai'ter. Yet, are there not mviny 
hearers, who come to hear the minister preach ; not 
as though he were -lo preach Christ, hut as though he 
were to preach himself? It is not, that they may he 
acciuainted with tub Christ, whom the minister 
preaches; but that they m.iy he actjuainted with the 
minister that preaches him; that they may know 
tvh-it he will say upon such a 8ul»ject ; and how he 
T^'ili acquit himself upon such an occasion. 

But, my brethren, if we are what we profess to 
lie, it is neither your applause we are courtins, nor da 
we dread yoar censure, in the faithful discharge of 
that ministry we have received of the Lord, to fulfil 
it ; and if you do not learu Christ Jesus, end the truth 
as it is in him, though yuu should commend us ever 
so much, it will be but a poor compensation of our la- 
lM>rs. AVe beseech you, therefore, t.> for£;et us alto- 
gether, ai;d to consider principally tlie iriC?s:'.gc we 

' brino:; for truly it is " WiJriliy of ail accejitance : — for 

, WP preach Christ .Jesus the I.okI," as the r)niy all-si:f- 

ficirnt Savi(»r, every way ada[»tcd to your need, whal- 

' 'fio«jver you are. Art thou a fvcliah sinner ? A\> 

* " preach Chrint Jesus the Lord, as made of God, unto 

• yon, jvisflcm.'^ Art thou fi ^uUli/ sinner? V»> 

J " prei'ch Christ Jesus the Lord, as made of (iod, unto 
*'y oi%^ rifht'ousncssJ''' — Art thou an %uihoIy i\m\ poUult d 

■inner ? ^^'e " preach Christ Jesus the Lord, as mad« 
k i*r(jod, unto you, sanctifira'icnJ^'' — Art thou a nmtror 
7 'He ntnl cafihe eiuner? We ^'preach Christ Jesus* 



iho f.oni, <« mm!* of (>oil, Crtmjplolc l'cJrffi;rti»(i.'^i 
Art tbuii II bar J hfartril iiiinct ? Vo •• jirrarh ChM 
Jrnria ihP LA)nl, h I'rinrr and bAvtor, ritallrtl Uigi'ti 
Hiilo you Tfjutttnnee." — Art ihiio a liiteatfil nimirrT 
Wb "(ireiicli IJIirinl JrF<tii Ihe LunI, an lliv Biilni In 
OH»iil, nnil Ihp I'liyoicjuii Ui<<n>."— Art Ihiiu ■ 4.a4 
«ftil /t^c/fw •innrr? Wr " r'r«'Ocli Cbri»t Jmi* ll>e 
J.i'nl, (IB llif rcnimaion anil the life." — Slnti«T» of 
9fety Dnllou of ihr wurUI; of ever; elAliuo of life; ' 
*wty t/r\ nmli'^rt »ini»Ti'ot t»Bry d« nntl IhbI 
•ri: " fin-nvh (7brl*t Jei>ui> (he Liml." MOod* ' 
^rJinanae for jour K*lviili<)n. 

Aitil tv« teotliy oad titclnrp, llial If uij tt 
shRll [HTiiifii It shnll notti« R>r wndI of r Kotlur.— '. 
If foa vvlll nul hi^nr, bul will iti-ii|<i<M! thin Clulal it 
tbe Liml, wlifliii wt! iiri'Dch, bhjIus, " how shk" 
ui'in BHvc IIS r* (hi-ii ht! ll nl ybur |i«nl ; for,'' 
■HhII ye cxciiifie, if jou iiextvcl ■<> yrcul HattatliiMl 
Arn\ \t\iv\hvT yuu emhrai-p tlie Savior or boI, \ 
lliiil (?ir rliclIoD hIiaII olitniri : '- A* many ii*ti 
«lri1nfil to ('Irniiil IJIr, vlintt bHieve. ami iitirifj' tl 
}iparl In olii-yliix tliv rttiru, llir<Hif(ti Ihw Sj>Irll,— V 
■cc yiKir canitiir. tiirlhrrng hoiv Uial not inany vtkt, 
■flrr tl>e llr.nli J sot iiiuiiy Mdiinv, not mnnj luntj, 
aif culled. Dut (lad li^lh cho^t-n the pcii>i.>-m Dkn):. 
ontic wofM, to cgnroiinil llif vUfc. Hr li'dh .l.-ui 
llii- ivrAK lliiii^ii of tliiii worM, tu CDnfuuriil ilir ii -liii:' 
llinl (in? MirurD i tli« nAt>i: tliliiiEHor the ti^<::>l iJ 
41iliiK« lliiil are «le«]ilscri, h'ill> floil cho«rn ; v i. '"'I 
lliiiii;* which abt. m>t Iu brltiK li> nuughl ihin ili^t 
AKiii thai no ficih nhtnlH nfort/ in kin jar- 1. 'u . -I ■( 
T\c |>rench C'liHsl J»»u* Ih* Lonlj lothr Jiu- i -mrn- 
^IIii'x-MiM'k, HuO tu Ibe Urvckv, foitlixhiiOH : Imi l«, 
Ihriit flijrt uro riillvil, l>i>llt .leivn uiul Urcekx, Ciiui<^ 
the rowKR tif UutI, oud (he wibdvu of QoU." 

rut. thi\u<it: TO Tin; niM-Ti^n. a 

l>car Brethr, ' 

THE work and frflicp ti> which you nre tunr 
j»raleil uid UtUtd, to scrv* Qvd la Ue Kotpil at- 
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ISon, as a minister ami a witness, is indeed very great 
an<i important. According to the judgment of an 
apostle; "who is sufficient for these things?" 2 Cor. 
ii, 16. "but your suiliciency is of God," and your re- 
ward is with him. — I shall suggest but a very lew 
things unto you, relative to your deportment in that 
eharicter wherewith you are now clolhed. And, " I 
beseech vou to suffer the word of exhortation," whiclii 
I desire also to take to myself. 

'First of all, I would say nnio you; let it be your 
resolution, with the apostle, to " preach not yourselQ 
but Christ Jesus the Lord." — Make the peculiar doc- 
trines of Christ, your great theme. Let the blessed 
JJEsi s live u:»on your lips, and reign in all your minis- 
trations. Though profane wits should scoff, and calf 
you babbler, still let your sermons be a savor of Christ 
in every place. This lovely name will add unt© 
them an ornament of grace. This, dear brother, will 
Di'ike your lii)s like " lilies, dropping sweet-smelling 
myrrh." O what a noble theme have we to enlarge 
SpOD ! a theme not unworthy of angels and arch-an- 
gels. Even these glorious beings desire to pry into 
tHe profound mysteries of revelation. Christ is th& 
great su'ject of the scriptures; why should he not be 
the great subject of our sermons ? I'he scrriptures are 
the Tins' ; Christ is the diamonfh The scr]))tures are 
the circle ; Christ is the centre. The scriptures are 
ihfi firl/I; Christ is the treasure hid in that field. The 
•criptures are the box ; Christ is the spikenard. The 
■criiitures are the buildim:: ; Christ is ihe fmoidaticn* 
The scriptures are the body ; Christ is the smd, — 
^What is the Old Testament, but Christ concealed? — 
What is the New Testament, but Christ revealed? — 
'Make the glory of Christ your great end. Seek not 
your own glory, but the glory of htm that sent you. — 
You have Christ for your example. If any viper of 
Kide should fasten upon our hand, let us speedily 
ihake it off by re:»entance and deep abasement. Q 
bow vain is the breath of popular applause ! how sooQ» 
Will the momii'.arif buzz of renown e\'\\re ^w\ ^jRas!».' 
wlieij oar rent together shaU be m V\ve A\i^V 

X Z 
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Apd ttaC joa nmj '^pnnehi 
Iiord " with the grcuter enccras ; seek to mnlntt 
r«llofrKbi|> with him, niid lo taste, jfuiirscir, the ewttk 
new uT the diTtne ttatb% i^unrr.Ming him jfou are to | 
diBCluv unto your bearera. Whtit liix name shalljte'. 
CUoinbTKMlfMCTi^/prfAiinto jutir nnn ^^rrtil.wllli nip; . 
rBpUireq of delight, will y.m scrcinl ii .-LLrooil *' 
01 hen ! 1 did we h&Te ilie ihumut:)] fer^usgli 
the auittible {mprewon of ihu tnilhe ne ikllTor 1 4 
would he&Tealf vloqaence Bow frum oitv UMft 
•• For, ont of the abDodance of Ihe heart the. U 
■peiiketb ." Wogld we Tollow the direclioti < 
this DiKxim oT oar Lord woul^l hint unto us, IhMiS 
ten tbonglit it would be a belter way t^attiiii ih 1 
perfecUon of eloquence, than tiy a slricL Mload^ 
•nre to the preccpta oC (be greuteet musten of flo* 
Mlion. 

Bat 1 miut Bo( forget, likewise to )tD( fvu'* 
nind, (bat 700 are to prcucli hj youc lite, nn well »* 
by your doctrine. It is uut aiilTicknt, we gii« liod 
your tongue; Tor he saj-a, " my eon. frU'e nn- IhiiM 
liem-I." Let your life be a coiiimenlary on wLal yttt 
^recch. Endeavor, oot only lo avoid alt .just cenfur«v 
as much as (loaulrie ; " but let your couvffi'iiiio&ht 
adorned with wbHtaoever IbingH are holy ; Hbnlait> 
Ter things are lovely j whntdo«ver thinrs are of fjnA 
reiwrt. Let your light so sliiue herore men, that ail^ 
era, seeing your goo«l works, may glorify your beatri^ 
ly leather ; and those 01 the contrary (wrt 009 '^ 
atjhamed, when Ihey 8|teak evil of you falsely lor til 
nnme'»teke. Beltioua;) examnle to the hellewmii 
word and converaation, in ch trity and Siiirit, in &irl 
and purity. L^ve the cliHri^e in I lie s'lfchl or iM, 
that thou keep this com m .mi' me til without s;to 
hukalile, uQlil the appeoriiij; orour I.ur.J .leeua ClHikl:! 
and when the cbief ahefitierd shnll appear, 
aball reeeire a ciowa of glory that Tadetb a 
way," 
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YflTC ADfTCB to THE C0NGRE(7ATT0*r. 

I WILL now 8,iy a few things to you, my bretKv 
ren, of this congregation, touching the duties 3011 owe 
unto your pastor, who is, I hope, the Lorci^s anointed 
unto you. You have, this day, seen with your eyes, 
his solemn separation to the work ol'the ministry; and> 
I trust, it is the answer of m;iny prayers lodged at a 
throne of grace, in hehalf of this event. " Receive him 
therefore in the Lord," with ail g!a<lne9i?." And if you 
lYould really profit under the ordinances dis;»ensed by 
him, I offer you the following advices : " yet not I^ 
but the Lord." 

First of all. See that you love, esteem, and re- 
Terence your minister. It is natural for us to heark- 
en to the instructions of those we love and value ; 
while on the other hand, we are prejudiced agi»inst 
the best instructions of a person who is the object of 
our contempt or hatred. Be assured of it, your editi- 
cation is at an end, when you ce<ise to reverence and 
love him. It has pitrnsrd the spirit of God to adorn 
the hninistera of the word with very dtistinguinhing; and 
honorable epithets. They are the "stewards o! the 
mystepes of God ; the lights of the world ; the salt of 
the earth ; the angels ; the fathers ; the overseers ; 
the rulers ol the church ; the amhnssidors of Goil and 
of Christ. Let a man, therefore, so account of ihun, 
and esteem them very high in love, for their wi»rks' 
BH^e." Ido not say that all persons, of* whatsoever 
ch=<racter, are to be esteemed and reverenced, if they 
h.ive the n.»me of ministers; for, if they.be unjust 
stewards, extins:ui8hed lights, unsavory salt, fallen an- 
IpC'ls, unnatural fathers, negligent bisho-^s, tyrannical 
rulers, and tre-icherous ambassadors, " Cioirs soul 
lothes them, ami their soul also abhors him,'' Zach. 
xi. ; nor do his peoi;le owe them reverence. — I'ut in 
•o far atM^ur minister acts up to those sHcrfKl rb^^rf c- 
ters (which, 1 hone, he will, thro'ijb grace, f^e ena' ?ed 
to flo) vou owe unto him not only civil honor. '-Mt a 
leliTiofiH res »€ct ; and " h© that desoiselht de«^iaeXb- 
liot aian^ but QoiU^^ 



-^ Tn iTiP nwt placp. .iiji'iiilt yoiirRrlFesi nnfn ye 
vlntilci', unit 1)1 ty iln-m Ihtil Iimvc llir nilv over y<i 
for. il'ey " wjlrli for your bmiiIo, ii« the j lh.it mvil gn 
mt .iCGoualf thiit ihry mu; <lu tl wllhjoy, fcnil 
will] f[ri«r. Tor Ibut )» utlitrallliibk Tor you." B<|' 
SM Ih^m ihiit lay Bniirfp lor " hinUliHl reitpovelhj 
tilt- ieil«> hoi) ninkf n miin nn nirniwlrr for n wotil, 
"Whrti yoii rei'dir Ici llie i-Ihi-c oi'ilie huly, let It li»i 
TfMdIulion to " lieiir whiit Ihe Lord will eijeak." 
ni)( tiiorply jiroimec U) iirnus^ h'ViiI divKrt yuunvti 
but su'irnil your cuancivncei) (ii \hv [lowtrof the 
Tlioush UiP iijtiigrtly ordiurch-olBtiera, 
«i./tf« ^ CArinl, Irt (^nf cretl al liy wnne in tJi««' ' 
yot It u rrrrdiii ihrre r.wa he ni> (i|N>!Itiiblr hMr 
ivirbuut H due rrKanl unto il. When, like tlir triri 
of Puul. you rtwive yHurniliiiwttf h^ hii tnc^ 
(Joct. Hticl evfn «b .Icsiia (.'lirixt. il will lie im}i^' 
biP tor you mil (o tmy h HullaMe ilerei-<'iKe unto^, 
Bie^sne'' he brinp, Ihoii^li it sbuulil pitcrouch »\( 
7<>i'r liiBta, or reprove |iitrl]»ulnr pHrts uf yoari~ 

As touchtns worldly miilnlermnRe, -my 
yoii hnvc no uwtl ] tilioiilil sNy much unlo yAti^ 
j^»ntviv9* know, ihwl it is a m'lxiin of our Lc^lQ 
'" IliP Inlinrrr w ivorlhy of his mcnl j" aittl that 
tljf rule of his Nfioatle, " thiil hb lliey tvhu Bepr 
(IiKiiltarilitl live by llie ultHr," ro Ihey who |r 
the (foiup) Blmiilil liv(! Iiy the ijiispel. nr«MhP*»__ 
you iilHiulikrsiill'er yuur inini*)ler to piiIhii^Ic himnsL 
»Ilh \]\e cnrliifltE mree of ihie life, it were not only an 
injury <loiie to him. hn( to your own enlve-. For, 
timv aluuilil he jjive hiinni'ir wholly iu (hrae ihlnin^ 
wliii'h ire Ibe iimiierlntsiiieiiia of hla CHliini:, il ih« 
tafee r>f th^ Mlf elioiilil I>p •ufTnrcil, Ihniuxli yniir 
ncrllcrucp. In liiverl nml i'fr(ilnx his ininil ? Il iu i 



iniWil, ministere of-Uif !;on|>e[ niuHt uul be " |trw4^M 
' t rnn n^vcr huve enoueh." Whaigl||ly l*^^| 
Hive ucdiiRion loihe fii'inicB ol'fflf I^wftt. 



t (hut cm n^vcr huve enoueh." Whaigl||ly 

II .iny " e've ucniiRion to ihe fiU'inicB ol'fflf I^u. . 

I)lfi«|i|ipint?i" hy liftrriyinit ii mfrin-'inry s' Iril, ©V tit 

(ous turn vl' mind. ^\«NetV.V\«lt!aH^ llie nilaleter vf< 
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sus Cbriat ean produce (if he were to insist upon it) not 
only a civil, but a religious right unto his woritily 
niaintenance. Nor can it admit of the smallest doul«t, 
that where there is a real esteem of the gospel, or 
any profiting by it, " he who is taught in the v»ord, 
Kill comuiunicaie unto him that teachelh in all luod 
things/' But there is no occasion for me to iubisl up- 
on this. 

Let me farther exhort you, my brethren, that ye 
rather seek to prolit by your mini&ter, than to be fa- 
miliar with him. Do not mistake me ; 1 do not at 
all menu but j'ou may and ought to be familiar with 
your minister, and he with you ; the meanest of you 
not excepted. But, there are some who plhce a great 
deal more than they should, in being familiar with 
ministers, never regarding whether their souls are 
prosj»ering l-y the means of grace or not; and it is 
usual for such persons to make them unnecessary vi- 
gils, to the great wasting of their time. Time ir. the 
most prf'cious of treasures ; and it is much to be re- 
gretted, that we should suffer such large [}ortions oi* it 
to lie i<i!e, and without any improvement. l;:it minis- 
ters' time is still more |>recious than any olher i»er- 
son's whose work is not so itri[\')rtant. And thereibre, 
christian prudence, doubtless, will direct you to m.ke 
your visits short, when you have not some particular 
thing to talk al;out. 

Prayer for your minister is another duty I would 
earnestly recommend unto you. " Lrethren, pr«y for 
Lim, tbat ultiprance may be given unto him th »t ho 
mny Oj)en his mouth boldly, and make known the 
mystery of the gospel, as he ought to speak." I 'is 
vork is difficult, and there is no doubt but he will 
meet with various trials and discouragements in the 
faithful discharge of his office. On this account he is 
entitled to your prayers for him, always when you 
pray for yourselves Besides, il he act suital»Ie to his 
pro"pssio;i i nd character (as there is ground to ho e 
wiin^e the case) he will pray for you, amiv'ai oujibi ia 
return, to pray for him. The better it farts with your 
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inf n'mter^ vmil, ymir own rdifiealion ^Ul b« tbe non 
|)rf)inotnl. Wlirn, tlipreforc, you pray Tor him, yoa 
»re u|>oii the inutlor pray inff for yourselves, ami agrnt- 
in^ your owncuuHe. There are many unruly and 
▼Minialkcrs, who'mtike no other hnprovecnepi^r the 
onliiinnc(*9 on which they attend, but to cebaure or 
npi»l;)iiii the Kpe.-iker. An \o prajt^ins: Ibr the minister 
'' >viih nil prayer iind supplication,** they aro utterly 
ini:icf|iiHlnte(i with it.^-Alua ! they cannot pray for 
iheniMrlvefl; how enn lliey p>ay Ibr another! B'att 
luy itrelhren, let it not he »o iinionp; you. Prm/ isU- 
«t// cranins:* When you paur out your spirits to tifid/' 
in prayer, it Is likely that (iod will pour out his S|im | 
to you ill honrlnR.—- See, that for the perronnaoeeaTi 
every (lut.v> ye make constant helieTlns improvetaNj^t 
ai'i-hrist Jcsvsthe Lord, ivhom wrprracK. '^ TbeLdro 
make you to iiicrcaue ami abound in love, one towards 
anothtT.'^ 

*' And, finally, my brethren, I commend jMla^ 
God, and to the word of hia grace, that in able .to Mn 
yon iii), ;ind to c;ivr you an iniiorltauco amoog thql 
timt are tiauctiUeU.''—- Amkn. 
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